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We all long for security. That’s why we install alarm systems in our homes and set 
aside money in mutual funds and retirement plans. Since none of us can predict the 
future, we’re drawn to anything that promises a little peace of mind, a hedge against 
our fears of the unknown.

Ezekiel’s audience could relate. They were exiles, strangers living in a strange land. 
They had turned their backs on God and were suffering the consequences. And while 
they longed to go home someday, they struggled to believe that would ever happen. 

Meanwhile, Daniel gave his readers even more to think about. His narratives 
reminded them that faithfulness comes with a price. That was a sizable challenge 
in itself. But his visions of the future described the rise of fierce kingdoms and only 
added turmoil to their already turbulent lives. Physical captivity in the present. 
Political chaos in the future. Little room for hope.

Yet both prophets proclaimed a God who remained in control of every situation in 
every generation. What’s more, they reminded people of His faithful love. Yes, He 
was punishing His people for their sins, but He also promised the hope of something 
infinitely better if they would trust His plan. 

All of this points to our need of Jesus and the life He offers. He’s waiting to give you 
peace, just as He promised His children in Babylon centuries ago. 

• Admit to God that you are a sinner. Repent, turning away from your sin.

•  By faith receive Jesus Christ as God’s Son and accept Jesus’ gift of 
forgiveness from sin. He took the penalty for your sin by dying on the cross.

•  Confess your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. You may pray a prayer 
similar to this as you call on God to save you: “Dear God, I know that You love 
me. I confess my sin and need of salvation. I turn away from my sin and place 
my faith in Jesus as my Savior and Lord.  
In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.”

After you have received Jesus Christ into your life, tell a pastor or another Christian 
about your decision. Show others your faith in Christ by asking for baptism by 
immersion in your local church as a public expression of your faith.

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE
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Bryan Beyer wrote the commentary for this quarter’s study. 
Dr. Beyer, now retired, served as Professor of Bible at Columbia 
International University, Columbia, South Carolina. Dr. Beyer 
is a graduate of Colorado State University (B.A.), Denver 
Seminary (M.Div.), Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of 
Religion (Ph.D.).

Jimmy Hester wrote the teaching plans for this quarter. Dr. 
Hester is a member of First Baptist Church, Nashville, Tennessee. 
Before retiring, he served at Lifeway Christian Resources as 
Senior Director of Student Ministry Publishing. Dr. Hester 
earned degrees at North Greenville University (A.A.), Furman 
University (B.A.), and The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
(M.Div.; D.Min.). 
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The city in which I attended college had two competing, major daily newspapers. On 
Saturdays, I would spend part of my day in the library reading the most current edition 
of each paper. They reported on the same stories but from very different perspectives. 
Comparing related stories in each paper gave me a deeper understanding of the events and 
how different people might perceive or interpret the facts within a story. 

When we read Ezekiel and Daniel, we find two men who were both living through 
Babylonian exile but experiencing it in very different ways. Ezekiel was serving on the 
outside, living among the ordinary exiles. Daniel was integrated into the Babylonian ruling 
class. While one warned his people about the coming discipline, the other stood strong in 
the face of a lion’s den. Each lived faithfully for God, and each saw a future that included 
the restoration of God’s people. Through both prophets, we understand the multifaceted 
sovereignty of God in an uncertain time. 

As we study Ezekiel and Daniel, we can be encouraged knowing that God is in control at all 
times and in all things. We also can be encouraged knowing that God is working to refine 
and bring His people together. That was good news then, and it is good news now.  

In His service, 

G. Dwayne McCrary

dwayne.mccrary@lifeway.com

A WORD FROM THE TEAM LEADER
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Abednego [uh BED-nih goh]—Babylonian name of Azariah (Dan. 1:7), the Hebrew youth 
who was taken to Babylon during the exile, served with Daniel in Nebuchadnezzar’s palace, 
and delivered from the fiery furnace

Azariah [az uh RIGH uh]—friend of Daniel who was conscripted to serve in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s court and given the name Abednego (Dan. 1:7)

Belshazzar [bel SHAZ uhr]—Babylonian king who ruled Babylon after Nebuchadnezzar’s 
death (Dan. 5) 

Belteshazzar [bel tih SHAZ uhr]—name given to Daniel by the Babylonians (Dan. 1:7)

Cyrus [SIGH ruhs]—Persian king who allowed the Jews to return from exile in 538 BC

Hananiah [han uh NIGH uh]—friend of Daniel who was conscripted to serve in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s court and given the name Shadrach (Dan. 1:7)

Meshach [MEE shak]—Babylonian name of Mishael (Dan. 1:7), the Hebrew youth who 
was taken to Babylon during the exile, served with Daniel in Nebuchadnezzar’s palace, and 
was delivered from the fiery furnace

Mishael [MIGH shih uhl]—friend of Daniel who was conscripted to serve in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s court and given the name Meshach (Dan. 1:7)

Nebuchadnezzar [neb yoo kad NEZ uhr]—king of Babylon from 605/02–562 BC

Oholah [oh HOH luh]—woman’s name Ezekiel used to portray Samaria (Ezek. 23:1-10); she 
and her sister Oholibah are shown to be prostitutes

Oholibah [oh HAHL uh buh]—woman’s name used by Ezekiel to portray Jerusalem (Ezek. 
23:4,11-49); she and her sister Oholah were shown to be prostitutes

Shadrach [SHAD rak]— Babylonian name of Hananiah (Dan. 1:7); the Hebrew youth who 
was taken to Babylon during the exile, served with Daniel in Nebuchadnezzar’s palace, and 
was delivered from the fiery furnace

Tel-abib [tel-uh BEEB]—Babylonian city that was home to Ezekiel and other exiles 
(Ezek. 3:15)

Tyre [TIGHR]—ancient Phoenician city on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea, known for 
its wealth and trade

Terms listed here are identified in the Bible commentary with a dot (•).

WORD WISE
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DECEMBER

 ❏ 1. Ezekiel 1:1-21
 ❏ 2. Ezekiel 1:22–2:10
 ❏ 3. Ezekiel 3:1-15
 ❏ 4. Ezekiel 3:16-27
 ❏ 5. Ezekiel 4:1-17
 ❏ 6. Ezekiel 5:1-17
 ❏ 7. Ezekiel 6:1-14
 ❏ 8. Ezekiel 7:1-13
 ❏ 9. Ezekiel 7:14-27
 ❏ 10. Ezekiel 8:1-18
 ❏ 11. Ezekiel 9:1-11
 ❏ 12. Ezekiel 10:1-22
 ❏ 13. Ezekiel 11:1-13
 ❏ 14. Ezekiel 11:14-25
 ❏ 15. Ezekiel 12:1-16
 ❏ 16. Ezekiel 12:17-28
 ❏ 17. Ezekiel 13:1-12
 ❏ 18. Ezekiel 13:13-23
 ❏ 19. Ezekiel 14:1-23
 ❏ 20. Ezekiel 15:1–16:14
 ❏ 21. Ezekiel 16:15-34
 ❏ 22. Ezekiel 16:35-47
 ❏ 23. Ezekiel 16:48-63
 ❏ 24. Ezekiel 17:1-24
 ❏ 25. Ezekiel 18:1-17
 ❏ 26. Ezekiel 18:18-32
 ❏ 27. Ezekiel 19:1-14
 ❏ 28. Ezekiel 20:1-20
 ❏ 29. Ezekiel 20:21-31
 ❏ 30. Ezekiel 20:32-49
 ❏ 31. Ezekiel 21:1-17

JANUARY

 ❏ 1. Ezekiel 21:18-32
 ❏ 2. Ezekiel 22:1-31
 ❏ 3. Ezekiel 23:1-27
 ❏ 4. Ezekiel 23:28-49
 ❏ 5. Ezekiel 24:1-14
 ❏ 6. Ezekiel 24:15-27
 ❏ 7. Ezekiel 25:1-17
 ❏ 8. Ezekiel 26:1-21
 ❏ 9. Ezekiel 27:1-36
 ❏ 10. Ezekiel 28:1-26
 ❏ 11. Ezekiel 29:1-21
 ❏ 12. Ezekiel 30:1-26
 ❏ 13. Ezekiel 31:1-18
 ❏ 14. Ezekiel 32:1-16
 ❏ 15. Ezekiel 32:17-32
 ❏ 16. Ezekiel 33:1-22
 ❏ 17. Ezekiel 33:23-33
 ❏ 18. Ezekiel 34:1-19
 ❏ 19. Ezekiel 34:20-31
 ❏ 20. Ezekiel 35:1-15
 ❏ 21. Ezekiel 36:1-15
 ❏ 22. Ezekiel 36:16-38
 ❏ 23. Ezekiel 37:1-28
 ❏ 24. Ezekiel 38:1-23
 ❏ 25. Ezekiel 39:1-29
 ❏ 26. Ezekiel 40:1-27
 ❏ 27. Ezekiel 40:28-49
 ❏ 28. Ezekiel 41:1-26
 ❏ 29. Ezekiel 42:1-20
 ❏ 30. Ezekiel 43:1-27
 ❏ 31. Ezekiel 44:1-14

FEBRUARY

 ❏ 1. Ezekiel 44:15-31
 ❏ 2. Ezekiel 45:1-25
 ❏ 3. Ezekiel 46:1-15
 ❏ 4. Ezekiel 46:16-24
 ❏ 5. Ezekiel 47:1-23
 ❏ 6. Ezekiel 48:1-35
 ❏ 7. Daniel 1:1-21
 ❏ 8. Daniel 2:1-23
 ❏ 9. Daniel 2:24-49
 ❏ 10. Daniel 3:1-18
 ❏ 11. Daniel 3:19-30
 ❏ 12. Daniel 4:1-18
 ❏ 13. Daniel 4:19-37
 ❏ 14. Daniel 5:1-12
 ❏ 15. Daniel 5:13-21
 ❏ 16. Daniel 5:22-31
 ❏ 17. Daniel 6:1-15
 ❏ 18. Daniel 6:16-28
 ❏ 19. Daniel 7:1-14
 ❏ 20. Daniel 7:15-28
 ❏ 21. Daniel 8:1-27
 ❏ 22. Daniel 9:1-14
 ❏ 23. Daniel 9:15-27
 ❏ 24. Daniel 10:1-21
 ❏ 25. Daniel 11:1-19
 ❏ 26. Daniel 11:20-35
 ❏ 27. Daniel 11:36-45
 ❏ 28. Daniel 12:1-13

BIBLE READING PLAN
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USING THIS GUIDE TO LEAD

BEFORE THE GROUP TIME

1. Study the core passage. 
Start preparing early. Read the passage, 
listing people, places, key words, key 
phrases, and actions taken. Use the 
commentary included in the Explore 
the Bible Leader Guide, and the Explore 
the Bible Adult Commentary to discover 
information about the items you listed. 
Write a summary of the main idea you 
discovered using the statement printed 
under the session title of each session as a 
starting place. 

2. Create a group time plan. 
Craft a group plan that helps the group 
discover and respond to the main idea. 
Consult the Group Plans in the Explore the 
Bible Leader Guide (includes ideas for using 
the Personal Study Guide). Identify ways to 
focus the group’s attention, explore the 
text, summarize the lesson, and challenge 
the group.

For additional ideas or questions, consult 
QuickSource and Explore the Bible Extra 
(identifies a current event to introduce 
and conclude the lesson, found at 
goExploreTheBible.com/LeaderExtras). 
Review the Explore the Bible Leader Pack 
items. Look at the Lifeway Sunday School 
blog and Groups Ministry blog for helps on 
leading an ongoing Bible study group.

3. Gather and review. 
Use the list under Gather on the first 
page of each session. Make sure you have 
additional copies of the Explore the Bible 
Personal Study Guide for anticipated guests.   

DURING THE GROUP TIME

4. Arrive early. 
Make sure you are the first person to 
arrive. Pray as you set up the area. Greet 
everyone as participants arrive and focus 
their attention on the Bible study. 

5.  Lead the group in a time  
of Bible study. 

Use the plan you created, recording notes 
of how the group responded. Remember, 
every group experience takes a few 
unexpected twists and turns; be flexible.

AFTER THE GROUP TIME

6. Evaluate and Record. 
Review the Reinforce idea to encourage 
the group to put into practice the truths 
discovered. Record prayer requests and 
other insights you gained about the group 
and specific participants. Use these notes to 
help you be a better teacher in the future.

7.  Start preparing to lead  
the next group time.
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Commentary
Provides additional insight into 
the passages studied. 

QuickSource
Resource for leaders, providing 
additional discussion questions, 
an object lesson, and dig deeper 
feature. Also provides a tool for 
an individual called on to step in to 
lead the group on short notice. 

Leader Pack
Resource filled with posters, 
masters for informative handouts, 
and access to a digital leader pack 
(includes DOC files of the Leader 
Guide commentary, group plans, 
the pack items in PDF format, and 
other helps for the leader).

Daily Discipleship Guide
Resource for both the group 
members and the group leader. 
An alternative to the Personal 
Study Guide/Leader Guide model. 
Includes key words, commentary 
and questions for the group, daily 
Bible readings for personal study 
after the group time, and ideas 
for smaller groups to discuss the 
study. Leader helps with targeted 
teaching plans included in back. 

Personal Study Guide
Resource for the group members 
to help them prepare for and 
study during the group time.

Leader Guide
Resource for leaders of groups 
using the Personal Study Guide. 
Includes commentary and 
teaching plans.

CORE RESOURCES
Use the Daily Discipleship Guide or Personal 
Study Guide & Leader Guide as the core resource 
for your group.

Find out more or order at goExploreTheBible.com

MEETING THE EXPLORE THE BIBLE  
FAMILY OF ADULT RESOURCES

Additional Leader Helps
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INTRODUCTION TO EZEKIEL; DANIEL

The Books of Ezekiel and Daniel occur next 
to each other in our Bibles, and these two 
prophets had much in common. First, both 
lived as exiles in Babylon. Daniel arrived in 
605 BC as part of King Nebuchadnezzar’s 
first deportation of Jewish citizens, 
whereas Ezekiel arrived in 597 BC as part 
of the second deportation. Second, both 
Ezekiel and Daniel were rather young 
when they began their ministries. Daniel 
probably began in his teen years (Dan. 
1:4), whereas Ezekiel was probably thirty 
(Ezek. 1:1). Third, both prophets had long 
ministries. Based on dates they provide in 
their books, Daniel ministered at least from  
605-536 BC (Dan. 1:1; 10:1), whereas 
Ezekiel ministered at least from 593-571 BC 
(Ezek. 1:1; 29:17). 

AUTHORSHIP

Ezekiel
Jewish and Christian tradition affirms 
Ezekiel wrote the book that bears his name. 
The book contains a consistent literary 
approach, with many dates and visions 
appearing throughout. Indeed, Ezekiel is one 
of the most chronologically-documented 
biblical books.

Daniel
Jewish and Christian tradition ascribes the 
book to Daniel. The critical view suggests 
an unknown author wrote the book in 
the second century BC, and recorded 
as “prophecy” events that already had 
occurred. However, this view stems largely 
from an anti-supernatural bias. God knows 
the future and can communicate it to His 
prophets. Further, the Aramaic of Daniel is 
earlier Aramaic as in the book of Ezra, and 
the text contains an eyewitness feel. Finally, 
Jesus Himself affirmed Daniel as the author 
(Matt. 24:15).

ORIGINAL AUDIENCE

Ezekiel 
Ezekiel primarily addressed the exiles who 
lived in the region of Babylon. Meanwhile, 
many of their relatives and friends still lived 
in Judah. They also would come to Babylon 
after Jerusalem’s fall and the temple’s 
destruction in 586 BC. One of Ezekiel’s 
main struggles was having an audience 
who did not recognize his prophetic status. 
They thought he was merely speaking 
eloquent parables, but God said they 
would know a prophet had been in their 
midst when Ezekiel’s words came true 
(Ezek. 20:49; 33:30-33).

Daniel
Daniel wrote to encourage believers of his 
own generation and of future generations. 
Chapters 1–6 contain stories of God’s 
work through Daniel and his friends in 
Babylon’s royal court. God demonstrated 
His sovereignty over history by guiding and 
protecting His people, and mighty rulers 
bowed to Him (Dan. 2:46-47; 3:28-29; 
4:1-3,37; 6:25-27). Chapters 7–12 recount 
four visions Daniel had that describe 
powerful opposition to God and His 
people. Nevertheless, the Lord of history 
would establish His kingdom and save His 
people forever.

OCCASION OF WRITING

Both prophets wrote from the context 
of exile. Exile meant the end of Jewish 
independence and life under pagan rule. 
Yet, through the people’s suffering, a 
powerful truth emerged: the defeat of 
Judah was not the defeat of God. He would 
restore His people one day and usher in His 
everlasting kingdom.
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Both Ezekiel and Daniel assumed roles 
they had not anticipated as God directed 
their lives. Ezekiel prophesied to a people 
unwilling to listen and encouraged them to 
turn back to God. He warned them against 
attitudes of hopelessness or apathy, but he 
also spoke of an exciting and glorious future 
that awaited God’s people one day. 

Daniel served in Babylon’s royal court 
but determined to live out his faith in an 
environment hostile to his faith. As he did 
so, God glorified Himself through Daniel 
and through the lives of Daniel’s three 
friends, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 
whom we more likely know as Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. Ezekiel and Daniel 
surrendered to their callings, and the legacy 
of their lives and prophetic words continues 
to impact believers today.

MAJOR THEMES

Ezekiel 
God’s judgment on His people (Ezek. 1–24). 
Ezekiel highlighted God’s displeasure with 
His people. Those in exile persisted in their 
sin, as did those who remained in Judah. 
Eventually, the exile came for all when 
Jerusalem fell.

God’s judgment on the nations (Ezek. 
25–32). Ezekiel announced that God would 
bring His judgment on the nations that 
opposed Him. They did not know Him yet, 
but on the day He humbled them, they 
would know He was the Lord.

God’s restoration of His people (Ezek. 
33–48). Ezekiel proclaimed God’s plan to 
bring His people back to the land of Israel. 
However, His plan for them also included 
a glorious kingdom and a heavenly home 
reserved for them.  

Daniel 
God’s sovereignty. God is actively involved in 
human history. He intervenes on a personal 
level in His people’s lives, as He did in Daniel 
1–6. He demonstrates His majesty to rulers 
who do not know Him, saves His people, 
and brings honor to Himself. Chapters 
7–12 highlight how He also rules nations 
and kingdoms, whether they recognize 
Him or not, and guides history according to 
His purpose.

The persecution of God’s people. God’s 
people will face persecution for their faith. 
Daniel 1–6 describes the serious challenges 
Daniel and his friends faced as they sought 
to maintain their allegiance to God and 
live by His word. Chapters 7–12 highlight 
the persecution God’s people would face on 
the national level as pagan rulers sought 
to destroy them. Many in the world do not 
want to hear God’s message, and they will 
persecute those who embrace it.

The salvation of God’s people. Daniel 1–6 
records God’s protection of Daniel and his 
three friends. He enabled them to live by the 
Jewish dietary laws in a pagan environment, 
but He also delivered Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego from death in a furnace 
and delivered Daniel from a den of lions. 
Chapters 7–12 announce God’s deliverance 
of His people as a group. Daniel’s visions 
revealed how God would establish an 
everlasting kingdom and save His people. 
Powerful forces would oppose God and His 
people, but He would vanquish them all. 
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OUTLINES

ON THE COVER

Ruins of the city walls of ancient 
Babylon, dating to the time of 
Nebuchadnezzar II. Still visible are 
some of the lions, bulls, dragons,  
and other images that decorated the 
walls. (See Session 10.) 

Illustrator Photo / Murray Severance (74/4/9).

EZEKIEL

 I.  Israel, a Rebellious House, Will Fall (1:1–24:27)

 II.  Pagan Foreign Nations Will Be Destroyed (25:1–32:32)

 III.  Disciplined Israel Will Be Restored (33:1–48:35)

DANIEL

 I.  The Godly Remnant in the Times of the Gentiles (1:1-21)

 II.  God’s Sovereignty over the Times of the Gentiles (2:1–7:28)

 III.  God’s People in the Times of the Gentiles (8:1–12:13)
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1
Commissioned
God calls people to consistently proclaim His truth.

EZEKIEL 3:8-21 
MEMORY VERSE: EZEKIEL 3:4

S E S S I O N  1

STUDY Ezekiel 3:8-21, noting each time 

God said He had made something and its 

significance for Ezekiel to realize God’s work 

throughout his life. Use Explore the Text (pp. 

15–19) to aid your understanding of the passage, 

and especially read Understanding the Context: 

Ezekiel 1:1–7:27 (pp. 14-15) to gain a deeper 

understanding of the passage’s context. 

CREATE a teaching plan for your group time 

using ideas under Lead Group Bible Study  

(pp. 20–21) and Options (p. 22). Consider 

creative ways to use the suggested music 

idea (p. 22). 

GATHER the following items: 

   Extra Personal Study Guides (PSGs)

Prepare to display:

   Pack Item 1 (Map: Judah in Exile)

   Pack Item 2 (Outlines of Ezekiel; Daniel)

Make copies of:

   Pack Item 7 (Handout: Ezekiel, Daniel 
Time Line)

   Pack Item 8 (Handout: Memory 
Verses Bookmark)

CONSULT the weekly Explore the Bible adult 

podcast to gain insights on the go about this 

week’s study on Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, 

Stitcher, Spotify, Lifeway’s Digital Pass, or at 

goExploreTheBible.com/adults-training. 

REINFORCE the session by contacting group 

members who need to be encouraged, 

reminding them that a new study is beginning, 

making it a great time to participate with 

the group.
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FIRST THOUGHTS
Our legal system places a premium on the truth. When witnesses come 
forward to testify in court, they are asked: “Do you solemnly swear to tell 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?” 
Only after witnesses reply in the affirmative do they take a seat in the 
witness stand. Perjury—lying while under oath—is a serious offense.

(In PSG, p . 10) What are some possible consequences of people not telling the 
truth all the time? What makes consistently speaking the truth so important?

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
EZEKIEL 1:1–7:27

In 592 BC, God called Ezekiel to prophesy. In a vision, Ezekiel saw four 
living creatures that resembled earthly realities, yet were quite different 
(Ezek. 1:4-14). Dazzling wheels covered with eyes whirred through the 
air together with the living creatures (1:15-21). Most significantly, he saw 
God’s throne and His glorious splendor (1:26-28). 

The Lord commissioned His new prophet (2:1-10). Ezekiel would 
prophesy to a rebellious people—whether they listened or not. The Lord gave 
him a scroll to eat, symbolizing Ezekiel’s receiving God’s words (2:8–3:3). 
The prophet must communicate all God’s words to the people (3:16-27). 
Ezekiel was not responsible for their response, but he was responsible for 
his own faithfulness.

Chapters 4–5 describe several prophetic actions God gave Ezekiel to 
act out. First, Ezekiel laid siege to a brick he had made, foreshadowing 
Jerusalem’s final siege (4:1-3). Second, the prophet was to lie on each side for 
a designated number of days, representing the years of the people’s iniquity 
(4:4-8). Third, God told Ezekiel to prepare only a small ration of food and 
water each day, portraying the terrible conditions Jerusalem’s siege would 
bring (4:9-17). Fourth, God told Ezekiel to shave his head bald (5:1-12). The 
prophet was to burn a third of his hair, hack a third of it to pieces with a 
sword, and scatter a third of it to the wind. Finally, he was to take a few 
hairs and bind them in the edges of his robe. The prophet’s actions depicted 
God’s judgment; yet, God would begin a new work with a faithful remnant 
one day (5:13-17). 

The Lord called on Israel’s mountains to witness His people’s 
punishment (6:1-10). The nation had worshiped idols and also worshiped 
the Lord in prohibited ways outside Jerusalem. Many had rejected God, 
who soon would overthrow their places of worship (6:11-14). 

KEY DOCTRINE

Evangelism and 
Missions
The Lord Jesus Christ has 
commanded the preaching of 
the gospel to all nations. (See 
Matt. 24:14.)

BIBLE SKILL

Read, reflect on, and react 
emotionally to a Bible verse.

Read Ezekiel 3:17-21 slowly and 
reflectively. Read it aloud various 
times, placing emphasis on 
different words repeated in the 
passage (you, righteous, wicked, 
etc.). What emotions did you feel 
after reading the passage with 
different emphases?  
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God pronounced doom on Israel for its iniquity (7:1-4). He would show 
no pity on the day of disaster (7:5-13), and the people’s silver and gold would 
not be able to deliver them (7:14-19). God would give their possessions to 
foreigners, for the land was full of wickedness (7:20-24). People finally 
would seek God, but their seeking would come too late (7:25-27). 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
PREPARED (EZEK . 3:8-11)

Verses 8-9
God already had revealed to Ezekiel that the people did not want to hear 
His messages (3:7). The opening word, look, called Ezekiel’s attention to 
what God was about to say. How should Ezekiel respond when the people 
rejected him? Moreover, how would God prepare His prophet for such 
a ministry? 

God assured His prophet: I have made your face as hard as their 
faces. To set one’s face on a task implies a person’s strong commitment to 
accomplish it. In this case, God told His prophet the people were not going 
to listen, much less accept what he said. The Lord knew Ezekiel faced a 
significant challenge. He would preach to a people who would ignore him. 
Consequently, God apportioned Ezekiel an extra amount of determination 
to stand strong in his ministry. 

The next expression, and your forehead as hard as their foreheads, 
further reinforced the image of resolve. The word twice translated hard 
in verse 8 literally means “strong” and is related to Ezekiel’s name, which 
means: “The Lord has strengthened.” The people had determined their 
course of direction and did not want to change. Ezekiel would need resolute 
determination to deliver God’s message. 

God then assured Ezekiel: I have made your forehead like a diamond, 
harder than flint. Ezekiel’s forehead was harder than those of his 
opponents. He would prove more determined than they as he proclaimed 
God’s truth. He would not yield in the face of their unwillingness to listen.

God commanded Ezekiel: don’t be afraid of them or discouraged. Ezekiel 
was never to give in to fear or discouragement. God had equipped him to 
withstand opposition, so Ezekiel did not need to yield to such emotions. 

God’s description of Israel as a rebellious house already had appeared 
several times in chapter 2 (vv. 5,6,8). Ezekiel might not persuade God’s 
people to repent, but God would bless his faithfulness and hold the people 
accountable. 

Verses 10-11
The designation of Ezekiel as Son of man appears almost a hundred times 
in the book as God’s title for His prophet. It notes him as God’s human 
representative. Jesus later used it to describe Himself, though He also was 
the Son of God (Mark 10:45). 

VERSES 8-9

8 Look, I have made 
your face as hard as 
their faces and your 
forehead as hard as 
their foreheads. 9 I have 
made your forehead like 
a diamond, harder than 
flint. Don’t be afraid of 
them or discouraged 
by the look on their 
faces, though they are a 
rebellious house.”
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The expression listen carefully highlighted the importance of Ezekiel’s 
careful attention. God stressed He needed the prophet’s attentive 
consideration to all my words that I speak to you. The prophets were God’s 
messengers. God communicated His words to them, and they communicated 
the words to the people. Therefore, accuracy mattered. The challenge to take 
them to heart, urged Ezekiel to internalize the message he received. Moses 
earlier had told the Israelites they needed to keep God’s commands on their 
hearts (Deut. 6:6). The prophet Jeremiah announced that when God’s new 
covenant came, God would write His laws on His people’s hearts 
(Jer. 31:31-34). 

The Lord instructed Ezekiel: go to your people, the exiles, and speak 
to them. The Bible records that God’s people experienced four waves of 
deportation. The first one occurred in 605 BC and included Daniel and his 
colleagues (Dan. 1:1-2). The second wave occurred in 598/597 BC and included 
King Jehoiachin and also Ezekiel (2 Kings 24:8-16). The third deportation 
occurred in 586 BC, when Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and the 
temple (2 Kings 25:1-12). A fourth occurred a few years after that following 
further rebellion by God’s people who remained in Judah (Jer. 52:30). 

Ezekiel’s audience had experienced the same loss he had; they lived as 
exiles in a land not their own. Again, the words this is what the Lord God 
says stressed Ezekiel’s role as God’s messenger. He was bringing the words of 
God, not his own opinions. God told Ezekiel to announce them to the people 
whether they listen or refuse to listen. The words translated refuse to listen 
literally mean “cease” or “stop” and imply Ezekiel’s hearers simply stopped 
listening. Again, the prophet was not accountable for the response the people 
gave; he was responsible to faithfully communicate God’s message. 

Scripture affirms that God equips believers to do what He calls us to 
do. Sometimes, people will receive our message with joy; other times they 
will reject it and even shun us. Regardless, God’s followers can rest in the 
assurance that God will equip us for the task, and will accomplish His 
purpose as we are faithful.

How do these verses encourage you as you contemplate a potentially 
challenging ministry opportunity? What would faithfulness in the face of 
rejection look like in your context?

OVERWHELMED (EZEK . 3:12-15)

Verses 12-13
The reference to the Spirit likely refers to the Holy Spirit. The Bible teaches 
that the Holy Spirit guided the writers of Scripture as they wrote so the 
finished product represented exactly what God wanted (2 Pet. 1:20-21). 
God’s Spirit regularly appears in Ezekiel to empower the prophet for His 
prophetic ministry (Ezek. 2:2; 8:3).  

VERSES 10-11

10 Next he said to me, 
“Son of man, listen 
carefully to all my words 
that I speak to you and 
take them to heart. 
11 Go to your people, 
the exiles, and speak to 
them. Tell them, ‘This is 
what the Lord God says,’ 
whether they listen or 
refuse to listen.”
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Ezekiel testified I heard a loud rumbling sound behind me. The word 
translated rumbling elsewhere describes an earthquake (1 Kings 19:11). It 
can also denote God’s judgment through the sound of earthly armies 
(Isa. 9:5; Nah. 3:2). The words bless the glory of the Lord in his place may 
designate a divine announcement the prophet heard. It can also designate 
the prophet’s exclamation as he personally encountered God’s glory.

Interpreters generally believe the sound of the living creatures’ wings 
brushing against each other comprise much of the loud rumbling sound 
Ezekiel heard. The sound of the wheels beside them provided the rest. 
Since the expression loud rumbling sound at the end of verse 13 is identical 
to the expression in verse 12, this interpretation makes sense. In any case, 
the references to wings and wheels remind us of Ezekiel 1, where Ezekiel 
described his initial vision of living creatures that flew about accompanied 
by mysterious wheels (1:4-21). 

Verses 14-15
The phrase the Spirit lifted me up and took me away occurs again later in 
Ezekiel to describe how the Spirit of God transported Ezekiel in later vision 
(8:3). Here, the language seems literal, actually transporting Ezekiel to his 
destination. Guided by the Spirit, Ezekiel left in bitterness and in an angry 
spirit. Probably this bitterness and anger resulted from the commission he 
had just received from the Lord (3:8-11). God had warned Ezekiel that, as a 
prophet, he would encounter unbelief and resistance, but God would equip 
him for the task. 

Ezekiel added, the Lord’s hand was on me powerfully. The word 
translated powerfully is related to Ezekiel’s name. (See v. 8.) It highlights 
how the Lord empowered His servant. When we obey God’s command to 
share our faith with others, we know that sometimes we will face opposition. 
Nevertheless, we must remember that God’s hand empowers us to 
accomplish His purpose. 

Ezekiel testified I came to the exiles at Tel-abib. Tel-abib is a town in 
the region of Babylon; we should not confuse it with Tel-Aviv, an important 
city in the modern state of Israel. Many of the exiles were living by the 
Chebar Canal, a region just outside Babylon proper that Ezekiel mentioned 
in chapter 1 (1:1). King Nebuchadnezzar II (605-562 BC) had settled these 
Jewish exiles near the capital city. Perhaps he desired to keep an eye on his 
conquered people. Of course, the Jewish presence near the capital provided 
the opportunity to bear witness to the truth of God’s message—had they 
dared to believe it and to share it with their Babylonian captors. 

Ezekiel sat there among them stunned for seven days. The word 
translated stunned may reflect the horror and astonishment Ezekiel felt at 
the awesome nature of his message and the people’s attitude toward God. 

Why might carrying out God’s will feel overwhelming in some circumstances? 
What is the remedy for such feelings?

VERSES 12-13

12 The Spirit then lifted 
me up, and I heard a 
loud rumbling sound 
behind me—bless the 
glory of the Lord in 
his place!— 13 with 
the sound of the 
living creatures’ wings 
brushing against each 
other and the sound of 
the wheels beside them, 
a loud rumbling sound.

VERSES 14-15

14 The Spirit lifted me 
up and took me away. I 
left in bitterness and in 
an angry spirit, and the 
Lord’s hand was on me 
powerfully. 15 I came to 
the exiles at Tel-abib, 
who were living by the 
Chebar Canal, and I 
sat there among them 
stunned for seven days.
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ASSIGNED (EZEK . 3:16-21)

Verses 16-17
The reference to the end of seven days links verse 16 with Ezekiel’s seven 
days of sitting among the exiles at Tel-abib (v. 15). Ezekiel’s sitting among 
the exiles somewhat parallels Job’s three friends, who sat with him in silence 
when he was experiencing the pain of his trials (Job. 2:13). However, Job’s 
friends brought a false interpretation of Job’s situation, whereas Ezekiel 
would bring God’s perspective on the exiles’ situation. 

The prophet affirmed, the word of the Lord came to me. This time, 
the message God brought was specifically for His prophet, not for the 
audience. He was giving Ezekiel instruction on the nature and level of his 
responsibility as he later would communicate God’s words. 

God again used the title Son of man to designate His prophet. He 
affirmed, I have made you a watchman over the house of Israel. Watchmen 
were responsible for guarding a city. They kept watch day and night for any 
signs of external or internal trouble. Watchmen at key positions might spot 
an enemy advance while the enemy was still far away. The more quickly the 
watchmen could identify a potential threat, the more quickly the citizens 
of the region could respond. If a watchman fell asleep on his post, great 
harm could befall a city and its inhabitants. 

Ezekiel’s role was to be a spiritual watchman: whenever you hear a 
word from my mouth, give them a warning from me. The people should 
heed the prophet’s warning, for the warning actually came from the Lord.

God’s words also can warn us today when we stray from God’s standard. 
The psalmist affirmed the blessing of God’s Word, including the blessing it 
brought when it provided spiritual warning (Ps. 19:7-11). It revealed the 
correct path for life while warning its readers against taking the wrong ones. 

Verse 18
God’s hypothetical situation, If I say to the wicked person, ‘you will surely 
die,’ describe God’s judgment upon individuals for their sin. Ezekiel had 
the responsibility to warn of the disaster that awaited the disobedient. 
God announced the judgment that would come upon the individual 
Ezekiel did not warn: that wicked person will die for his iniquity. Whether 
Ezekiel warned him or not, the person should have known God’s righteous 
standard. In Ezekiel’s day, people would have had the Law of Moses, 
much of the historical books (Joshua–2 Samuel), and many of the earlier 
prophetic books such as Isaiah, Micah, Jonah, Amos, and Hosea. Ezekiel’s 
warning actually served as a mark of God’s grace because it provided an 
extra opportunity for a person to acknowledge his sin and repent. 

However, God warned Ezekiel: I will hold you responsible for his 
blood if the prophet did not warn the wicked individual. The Lord did not 
explain exactly what He meant, but clearly Ezekiel would bear some of the 
responsibility for the person’s failure to repent. Ezekiel had received a clear 
mandate from God, and if he failed to carry it out, he also would be guilty, 
along with the individual who died for his wickedness.  

VERSES 16-17

16 Now at the end of 
seven days the word of 
the Lord came to me: 
17 “Son of man, I have 
made you a watchman 
over the house of 
Israel. When you hear a 
word from my mouth, 
give them a warning 
from me.

VERSE 18

18 If I say to the wicked 
person, ‘You will surely 
die,’ but you do not warn 
him—you don’t speak 
out to warn him about 
his wicked way in order 
to save his life—that 
wicked person will die 
for his iniquity. Yet I will 
hold you responsible for 
his blood.
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Verses 19-21
The Lord then described another situation in which Ezekiel would warn 
a wicked person of his sinful ways. If that person did not turn from his 
wickedness or his wicked way, the same result would ensue—he will die 
for his iniquity. However, God affirmed to Ezekiel: you will have rescued 
yourself. God did not hold Ezekiel responsible for how individuals responded 
to his message, but He did hold Ezekiel responsible to proclaim His words 
faithfully. Today, as we share our faith with others, God does not hold us 
responsible for how people react to His message. However, He does expect 
us to exercise faithful stewardship over the ministries He has given us.

God then described what might happen if a righteous person turns 
from his righteousness and acts unjustly. The reference to God’s putting 
a stumbling block in front of him may represent God’s judgment coming 
on him. It could also represent an act of grace to deter the person from 
his sinful path or help him realize his sin. If the individual persisted in 
wickedness, God affirmed, he will die. However, if Ezekiel did not warn 
him, while the guilty individual would still die because of his sin, Ezekiel 
likewise would have sinned. 

The statement, the righteous acts he did will not be remembered, 
signify that a person’s acts of righteousness cannot outweigh an unbelieving 
heart. The prophet Isaiah affirmed that all our righteous deeds together are 
like filthy rags before God (Isa. 64:6). Believers of all ages are saved by grace 
through faith (Eph. 2:8-9). 

Verse 21 described the best possible outcome: you warn the righteous 
person that he should not sin, and he does not sin. Perhaps a righteous 
person was considering straying into sin, but heeded Ezekiel’s words and 
turned back to God. The Lord affirmed he will indeed live because he 
listened to your warning. Further, God affirmed of Ezekiel: you will have 
rescued yourself. 

The Lord commissioned Ezekiel to be his watchman over the exiles in 
Babylon, and He has commissioned us to testify to a world that desperately 
needs to hear His salvation message. God’s plan to reach the world includes 
you and me—ordinary people whom God can use in extraordinary ways 
as we proclaim His truth. Some will receive it, and some will not. Wicked 
people may persist in their ways, or they may turn to the Lord. God also 
may use us to challenge wayward Christians to turn back to productive, 
faithful lives. Whether people listen or not, God is pleased with our 
service. What a great privilege we have to share the gospel but also what an 
awesome responsibility!

We are responsible to share God’s Word, including the gospel, with others. 
Do you know unbelievers who need to hear the good news? Who are the 
wayward believers you know who need to hear your words of godly concern?

VERSES 19-21

19 But if you warn a 
wicked person and he 
does not turn from 
his wickedness or his 
wicked way, he will die 
for his iniquity, but 
you will have rescued 
yourself. 20 Now if a 
righteous person turns 
from his righteousness 
and acts unjustly, and I 
put a stumbling block in 
front of him, he will die. 
If you did not warn him, 
he will die because of his 
sin, and the righteous 
acts he did will not be 
remembered. Yet I will 
hold you responsible 
for his blood. 21 But if 
you warn the righteous 
person that he should 
not sin, and he does 
not sin, he will indeed 
live because he listened 
to your warning, 
and you will have 
rescued yourself.”
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LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY

FOCUS ATTENTION
BEGIN: After the group has arrived,  
ask: When was the last occasion you  
were required to place your hand on  
a Bible or maybe on your heart to make  
a commitment? Some volunteers may 
share a courtroom experience where they 
testified in a trial. Ask those who have, 
How did you feel during the process of 
being sworn in? How did it help you focus 
on the task at hand of sharing truthfully 
your experience?  

TELL: One player on a girls’ basketball team 
would most often preface her defense to a 
misbehavior with the phrase, “Coach, I’m 
telling you the truth.” She didn’t realize what 
she was communicating was that she didn’t 
always tell the truth. And because she said 
that often, it led to mistrust in receiving and 
accepting her explanations. 

DISCUSS: What are some possible 
consequences of people not telling 
the truth all the time? What makes 
consistently speaking the truth so 
important? (PSG, p. 10)

TRANSITION: Ezekiel was commissioned 
by God to share truths concerning Judah’s 
relationship with God. God chose Ezekiel as 
His messenger to remind His people of their 
waywardness and to show them how to 
live. While Ezekiel’s task seemed impossible, 
God would equip him and protect him to 
speak the truths of God to a stubborn and 
rebellious audience.

EXPLORE THE TEXT
INTRODUCE: Begin the study of Ezekiel by 
summarizing the Introduction to Ezekiel 
on pages 10–11 of this leader guide. Lead 
the group to locate the Outline of Ezekiel in 
their Personal Study Guides (p. 9) and point 

to Pack Item 2 (Outlines of Ezekiel; Daniel) 
displayed on the wall. Highlight “Israel,  
a Rebellious House, Will Fall (1:1–24:27).” 
Use Pack Item 7 (Handout: Ezekiel, Daniel 
Time Line) to set the scene for the context 
surrounding the time of Ezekiel.

READ: Invite a volunteer to read  
Ezekiel 3:8-11, and instruct the group 
to listen for God’s warnings about the 
challenge before Ezekiel in carrying out 
God’s directive. 

GUIDE: Call attention to verses 7-9 and lead 
the group to identify the various uses of 
the word hard. Ask the group to distinguish 
between the hardness of the people and 
the hardness of Ezekiel. Remind the 
group of the meaning of Ezekiel’s name 
(God strengthens; God hardens) and the 
significance of his name in the task God 
called him to accomplish.  

DISCUSS: How might God use a person’s 
past experiences, characteristics, and 
physical traits as a tool for serving Him? 
(PSG, p. 13)

DIRECT: Point the group to verses 10-11 
and direct them to identify the four specific 
assignments God gave Ezekiel (listen 
carefully, take them to heart, go, speak/
tell). Describe each one and explain the 
importance of progressing through each 
step to share God’s message.    

ASK: What challenges might keep  
a person from sharing God’s message?  
How does God provide tools to overcome 
each challenge? (PSG, p. 13) 

TRANSITION: With these words of 
preparation and commissioning, what followed 
was Ezekiel experiencing the overpowering 
presence of God.  
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READ: Direct the group to read silently 
Ezekiel 3:12-15, looking for words 
that point to Ezekiel’s emotions. Invite 
volunteers to share. Point to the PSG for 
additional insights. 

GUIDE: Instruct the group to recall other 
Old Testament people who struggled with 
their call (e.g., Jonah, Elijah, Jeremiah). 
Highlight that in each case the Spirit of 
God came to them just as He did Ezekiel.    

DISCUSS: Why did Ezekiel experience 
bitterness and anger in God’s powerful 
presence? Note that God allowed Ezekiel 
time to work through these emotions 
before He gave further instructions. 

ASK: What elements of sharing God’s 
message cause the greatest angst or 
anxiety? Explain. (PSG, p. 15)

TRANSITION: Ezekiel sat stunned among 
the exiles for seven days before the Lord 
returned to him.  

READ: Ezekiel 3:16-21, and invite the 
group to listen for characteristics of being  
a watchman. 

LEAD: Using insights found in the leader 
guide commentary, summarize the 
duties of a watchman in Old Testament 
times. Guide the group to apply those 
characteristics to what God was asking 
Ezekiel to do. Ask: How might believers 
serve as watchmen in today’s world? 
(PSG, p. 16)

IDENTIFY: Focus attention in verses 18-21 
on the two types of people Ezekiel was 
to address. Identify each person (wicked 
person=no regard for a relationship with 
God; righteous person=obedient to God). 
Direct the group to (1) explain the nature 
of Ezekiel’s warning, and (2) explain 
Ezekiel’s responsibility and accountability 
in each case. 

DISCUSS: How serious do believers take 
their roles as watchmen today? Explain 
your response. (PSG, p. 17)

SUMMARIZE AND 
CHALLENGE
REVIEW: Lead the group to reflect on 
the session’s main points by reviewing 
the bulleted summary statements under 
Apply the Text (PSG, p. 18). As you read 
each one, invite volunteers to share their 
observations on each statement.

CHALLENGE: Read the Key Doctrine 
(Evangelism and Missions) on page 15 of 
the PSG. Invite the group to respond to 
the first set of questions under Apply the 
Text (PSG, p. 18): List ways God provides 
you the tools needed to represent Him and 
deliver His message today. How are you 
sharpening and developing those tools? 

GUIDE: Distribute copies of Pack Item 8 
(Handout: Memory Verses Bookmark) to the 
group. Point out this week’s memory verse: 
Ezekiel 3:4. Call for a volunteer to read the 
verse. Point out the simplicity of the verse’s 
message, and then ask: Considering the 
tools we’ve already discussed, how can you 
incorporate the action of “speak my words 
to them” in your daily lives?

PRAY: Conclude with prayer. Pray for 
personal concerns within the group and for 
an openness to God’s truths throughout 
this study in Ezekiel and Daniel. Commit 
to being open and obedient to God’s call 
to serve Him. Pray for sensitivity to share 
God’s plan of salvation with those we 
encounter. 
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OPTIONS
Use these options to supplement and enhance the group plans on the 
previous pages.

MUSIC

Secure a copy and lead the group to sing 
or listen to “Trust and Obey,” by John 
H. Sammis. Use the song to discuss how 
we can rely on God through all life’s 
circumstances and trust God’s calling in 
our lives if we obey.  

COMPARISON

Direct the group to compare Ezekiel’s 
encounter with God and Moses’ encounter 
recorded in Exodus 6:30–7:7. Lead the 
group to discuss: How are the accounts 
similar? How are they different? How do these 
encounters illustrate how God provides those 
He calls with the words and strength needed to 
deliver His message?

PRESENTATION

Pre-enlist a group member to prepare a 
presentation on the phrase “Son of man” 
that is used by God throughout the Book of 
Ezekiel to gain Ezekiel’s attention. Direct 
the volunteer to consult a Bible dictionary 
and other sources for assistance. Call for 
the volunteer to present his or her findings 
to the group.

ART 

Paper and colored pencils 

Provide art supplies and invite the group to 
create images that represent what Ezekiel 
saw in 3:12-13. Allow volunteers to explain 
their images and the symbolism they 
represent.

VISUAL

Display Pack Item 1 (Map: Judah in 
Exile). Locate Ezekiel’s location at Chebar 
Canal (Ezek. 1:1) and the location where 
God placed him at Tel-abib after he was 
commissioned (Ezek. 3:15). 

RESEARCH

Utilize print or digital resources to do a 
word study of “seven days” in the Bible. 
Invite the group to identify the significance 
of Ezekiel’s experience (3:12-15).

REFLECTIVE

Call attention to the Bible Skill activity. 
Invite volunteers to read Ezekiel 3:17-21 
slowly and reflectively, placing emphasis 
on different words repeated in the passage. 
Invite the group to share their emotions 
after hearing the passage with different 
emphases. 


