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THE REASON FOR THIS BIBLE
WORDS FROM THE GENERAL EDITOR

Following Jesus implies fulfilling a task. Not just any task, but
that which He has given, and that is clearly defined in Matthew 4:19: “fish for people.” This means reaching others for
Christ.
In my daily conversations with pastors from all over the continent, the one constant worry seems to be “how to ignite a
passion for evangelism in God’s people.” We suffer a chronic
and dangerous lack of evangelism. Chronic because we have
tolerated this condition for too long, and dangerous because
the church that does not win souls is destined to extinction.
The problem that the common Christian faces daily is not
in a lack of understanding of biblical truth, but in forgetting
where to find an appropriate verse for a specific situation.
For that reason, this Bible has been designed for Christians in
their daily walk, in their specific place of mission, where they
serve God and evangelize or counsel others. In the Fisher of
Men Bible, one can quickly and easily find help so that a biblical response is within arm’s reach when it is required.
It was not designed with the goal of providing arguments for
disputes over different religious points of view, but rather for
convicting the confused or needy, based on the principle that
biblical text is the unique, living, and effective Word of God.
I believe that this publication comes at a key moment in history, where the Lord’s church urgently needs to direct its attention to a world in crisis, and to go out in rescue. It is our responsibility to spread the message of salvation in Christ. If the
church takes action, it will make it to “the ends of the earth”
and reach “every creature” for the glory of God.
We hope that the Fisher of Men Bible will be an tremendous
tool in the hands of all those who wish to respond to the mandate of the Great Commission, fulfilling the call to be fishers
of men.
Dr. Luis Ángel Díaz-Pabón
General Editor
“Follow me,” [Jesus] told them,
“and I will make you fish for people.”
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USER GUIDE
A simple, clear, and effective way to evangelize and disciple.
The Fisher of Men Bible is a practical evangelistic tool, designed
not just to be an excellent aid for leaders, pastors, or Christian
ministers, but also of great use to all followers of Christ as they
carry out their mission of taking the good news of Jesus to all.
This study Bible deals with essential concepts relating to
evangelism and discipleship. It is structured in a way that allows the reader to quickly find the verses that they need in
specific circumstances, without having to rely on another
book or even a concordance.

AN OVERALL GUIDE TO THE BIBLE
The starting point in the Fisher of Men Bible is the Thematic
Index, where we can find the beginning of chains of verses
that give answers to a variety of problems and specific topics.
These helpful chains are organized into six major sections;
each of them playing an essential part in the daily life of the
believer.
   A
 pologetics, with direct answers to false beliefs held
by cults and other religions.
  

 vangelism, with specific verses for sharing Christ
E
with any person.

   C
 hurch, with tips for those that carry out a role in ministry.
   D
 evotion, with guidance for our relationship with God
in specific circumstances.
  Christian Doctrine, with explanations of the foundations of the Christian faith.
   C
 ounseling, with pertinent points for ministering to
those in need of help.
Throughout the biblical text, the key verses are highlighted,
making them easy to identify. In addition, we include helpful
footnotes that explain the main idea in a way that is easy to
understand.
The Fisher of Men Bible also includes articles written by the
General Editor, Dr. Luis Ángel Díaz-Pabón, that explain and
expand on each of the six major sections, as well as a glossary
of essential terms called Deeper Waters.
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EXAMPLES FOR USING THE BIBLE
EXAMPLE 1
If you need to express Christian beliefs when confronted
by the argument of an atheist who states that humans are
a product of evolution, go to the APOLOGETICS section in the
THEMATIC INDEX. There you can find the topic ATHEISM and
some of its stated arguments, which are expressed as questions, along with the biblical reference that begins the chain.
For example:
Are we the product of evolution? Isaiah 42:5.
Look up Isaiah 42:5 in the text of the Bible, which will be highlighted:
		
This is what God, the Lord, says —
		
who created the heavens
and stretched them out,
		
who spread out the earth
and what comes from it,
		
who gives breath to the people on it
		
and spirit to those who walk on it —
Then, read the footnote, which shows the following:
42:5. Apologetics. Atheism. Are humans a product of evolution? God made everything that exists, and everything that is alive survives thanks to His power. See
also Gn 1:24.

At the end of the footnote, you can see the suggested verse
that continues the chain for this topic:
Then God said, “Let the earth produce living
creatures according to their kinds: livestock,
creatures that crawl, and the wildlife of the
earth according to their kinds.” And it was so.
1:24. Apologetics. Atheism. Are humans a product of evolution? In Creation, the
divine mandate is that each species multiply “according to its kind.” This is a direct contradiction of evolution, which claims that one species creates another one. See also Gn 5:3.
Chain begins at Is 42:5.
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There we see that we can continue with the topic in Genesis
5:3, which also has its own footnote.
Adam was 130 years old when he fathered a son in his likeness, according to
his image, and named him Seth.
5:3. Apologetics. Atheism. Are humans a product of evolution? Man is subject to
multiplying “according to its species”, according to God’s law. God’s plan does not
include evolution. Chain begins at Is 42:5.

The chain of verses that provide answers to the question of
evolution ends here.

EXAMPLE 2
If you are wondering how you can counsel someone that is going through deep depression, go to the COUNSELING section of
the THEMATIC INDEX. In the sub-section PERSONAL CONFLICTS
you will find DEPRESSION and various situations related to it.
For example:
Recovery. Isaiah 43:1.
Look up Isaiah 43:1 in the text of the Bible, which will be highlighted:
		
Now this is what the Lord says —
		
the one who created you, Jacob,
		
and the one who formed you, Israel —
		
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
		
I have called you by your name; you are mine.
Then, read the footnote, which shows the following:
43:1. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Depression. Recovery. God created us, made
us, and redeemed us. There is nothing to fear. See also Is 43:4.

At the end of the footnote, the suggested verse that continues
the chain for this theme is given, and so on.
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xii

EXAMPLE 3
While doing a daily reading of the Bible, you come across a
highlighted verse, Psalm 25:1.
		
Lord, I appeal to you.
If you go to the corresponding footnote, you will find:
25:1. Devotion. Prayer. What is it? Surrendering the heart. David pleads with God as
he lifts up his soul to Him, demonstrating his trust and rest in Him. See also Ps 62:8.
Chain begins at 1Sm 1:15.

The first biblical text suggested, Psalm 62:8, is the next passage in this particular chain, which begins in 1 Samuel 1:15.
It is important keep in mind that in just one footnote, you will
not obtain a wide commentary that addresses all of the possibilities, but by following the whole chain of verses, you can
obtain a more complete idea of what the Bible says about the
topic.
We invite you to enjoy this resource, to go through it in its
entirety and to delight in the richness of the Word of God. If
you have a comment, suggestion, or question, you can contact us at:
www.DiazPabon.com
Or you can write to us:
Díaz-Pabón Ministries
P.O. Box 832022
Miami, FL 33283
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THEMATIC INDEX
Sequence of notes and biblical verses to share the Gospel of
Jesus.

APOLOGETICS SECTION
Defense of the Christian faith against the major doctrines of
sects and religions.

ARCHAEOLOGY
Archaeology confirms the historical accuracy of the Scriptures and provides the historical and social-cultural background to understand and verify the events, sites, and characters of the Bible. Archaeological discoveries do not contradict
the biblical accounts, correctly understood. Science supports
the Bible.
• Are the prophecies in the Bible true?
Matthew 24:1,2 p. 1080
• Does my Bible contain the original text of the New
Testament? 1 Corinthians 14:37 p. 1286
• Does my Bible contain the original text of the Old
Testament? Exodus 24:4 p. 85
• Extra biblical evidence about Jesus. Mark 14:55 p. 1113
• Is the Bible geographically accurate?
1 Samuel 6:8-12 p. 291
• Is the Bible historically accurate? Genesis 11:2,3 p. 12
• Is the Bible scientifically accurate? Isaiah 40:22 p. 784
• Jesus rose from the dead. Hosea 6:1,2 p. 983
• Prophecies about Jesus fulfilled by His birth.
Daniel 9:24-26 p. 974
• Prophecies about Jesus fulfilled by His death.
Numbers 9:12 p. 151
• Prophecies about Jesus fulfilled by His life.
Isaiah 9:1,2 p. 840

ATHEISM
Atheism is the denial of belief in one or more gods. It denies
the supernatural and restricts its universe to the intellect and
to what the senses perceive. The atheist has no knowledge of
God and takes refuge in the theory of evolution to explain the
origin of the universe and the world, as we know it today. It is
noteworthy that the theory of evolution has major scientific
gaps and inconsistencies.
• Am I my own judge? Revelation 20:12 p. 1417
• Are humans a product of evolution? Isaiah 42:5 p. 786
• Did the present ecological balance accidentally appear
from chaos? Proverbs 3:19,20 p. 684
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• Is it true that God does not exist? Genesis 2:4 p. 3
• Is survival the most important thing in life?
Romans 11:36 p. 1263
• Is the Bible just another book? Genesis 3:11-15 p. 5
• Was Jesus a man like any other man? 2 Peter 1:16 p .1385
• Was the universe created by accident and did it develop
by chance? Genesis 2:1-3 p. 3

BUDDHISM
Philosophy adopted by Siddhartha Gautama (566-486 BC) in
Nepal in northeast India. His followers turned his beliefs into
one of the largest and most important religions in history. It is
based on the visions of Buddha. Convinced of the inevitability of suffering and death, Buddha affirmed having attained
the enlightenment necessary to be released from reincarnation. Buddhism proclaims four truths: all existence involves
suffering or frustration; suffering is caused by desire; if one
can eliminate desire, one can eliminate suffering, and there
is a path leading; to the goal. The path is divided into three divisions: moral conduct, mental discipline, and intuitive wisdom. Since its founding, Buddhism has greatly influenced the
entire world and now has millions of followers in China, Japan, Korea, Burma, Thailand, Indochina, and other countries.
• Does hell really exist? Mark 9:47 p. 1104
• Does knowing the Four Noble Truths and following the
Eight-Fold Path eliminate life’s pain?
Isaiah 51:11,12 p. 800
• Is a Savior needed? Psalm 14:3 p. 578
• Is God an energy that is in everything and is everything?
Isaiah 66:1,2 p. 816
• Is life’s goal to eliminate desire and to reach Nirvana?
Philippians 4:19 p. 1331
• Is redemption really necessary? Romans 3:23 p. 1252
• Reincarnation. Genesis 1:26,27 p. 2
• Will there be a final judgment for our deeds?
Revelation 20:12 p. 1417

CATHOLICISM
The faith professed by the followers of the Roman Catholic
Apostolic Church, its theology, doctrine, liturgy, ethics, and
standards of conduct. It is said to be “Roman” because the
head is the Bishop of Rome, the Pope, followed by a hierarchical succession of archbishops, bishops, priests, etc. The
fundamental doctrine is based on the Creed, which contains
the proclamations made in the ecumenical councils throughout history. It has a rich tradition of reverence to Mary and
the saints. The Catholic Church is considered the only church
founded by Christ and membership is obtained by means of
infant baptism.
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Concerning indulgences and suffrage. Isaiah 55:7 p. 804
Concerning papal infallibility. Matthew 16:18 p. 1069
Concerning priestly absolution. Acts 2:37,38 p. 1208
Concerning purgatory and limbo. 1 John 1:7 p. 1389
Concerning the dogma of Mary and the Immaculate
Conception. Luke 1:28 p. 1120
Concerning the sacrifice of the Mass and the transformation
of bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ.
Luke 22:19 p. 1160
Confessing sins to a priest. Luke 18:13,14 p. 1153
Do Mary and the saints intercede for us before God?
1 Timothy 2:5 p. 1344
Does baptism save infants? Acts 2:38 p. 1209
Does baptism save? Acts 16:30-33 p. 1230
Does the tradition of the church represent the best
interpretation of the Bible, and is it just as inspired as the
very Scriptures? Matthew 15:3 p. 1067
Is God’s salvation received only through the Catholic
Church? John 1:12 p. 1167
Is Mary a divine co-redeemer with Jesus?
Luke 1:47 p. 1122
Is salvation obtained through sacramental efficacy,
penance, and good deeds? Luke 23:42,43 p. 1164

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
An American sect also known as Church of Christ, Scientist.
It was founded in Boston by Mary Baker Eddy in 1879 and became an international organization in 1892. Since its inception, the so-called Christian Science is associated with healing by faith. The Church has preachers who publicly read
the Bible and the book of Mrs. Eddy, while other followers
engage in teaching that disease is an illusion and that knowledge of the illusory nature of death makes salvation possible.
For them there is no reality, only the mind or the spirit. To
them, Jesus is divine but not God and Christ is the divine idea
of God.
• Can we actually pray to a personal God?
1 Samuel 7:5 p. 292
• Did Jesus actually die? John 19:33,34 p. 1203
• Did Jesus rise from the dead?
1 Corinthians 15:35-38 p. 1288
• Did Mary conceive Jesus by her spiritual thoughts of life?
John 6:58 p. 1179
• Do we need Christ’s salvation? John 1:29 p. 1168
• Does praying to a personal God hinder spiritual growth?
Matthew 6:6 p. 1053
• Is God a triune God? John 10:30 p. 1186
• Is heaven a real place or just an emotional state of
happiness and a clear conscience? John 14:3 p. 1192
• Is it true that hell is merely pain and mental suffering
caused by sin? Mark 9:47 p. 1104
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• Is it true that Jesus only ascended to heaven in spirit
and not physically, to the extent that our senses cannot
perceive it? Acts 1:9 p. 1206
• Is sin real or just a false belief? Exodus 32:31 p. 95
• Is the Bible full of errors? Psalm 119:140 p. 662
• Since man was created in the image and likeness of God,
is it spiritually possible for man to achieve whatever is
possible for the Lord? Genesis 1:26 p. 2
• Was Jesus only a man and not God?
Matthew 16:16,17 p. 1069

GNOSTICISM
Religious movement that flourished in the first and second
centuries of the Christian era. Its roots trace back to GrecoRoman Hellenism. They believe in salvation through secret
knowledge or “gnosis.” The attainment of higher knowledge
is encouraged, based especially on philosophical principles,
mysteries of initiation, some Christian doctrines, and elements of magic.
• Are we all, in part, God? Genesis 1:26 p. 2
• Can we all be christs? John 1:29 p. 1168
• Do all religions lead to the same place?
Matthew 11:27 p. 1061
• Does hell really exist? Mark 9:47 p. 1104
• Have there been other christs besides Jesus?
John 10:7,8 p. 1186
• Is all that exists a part of God or a projection of God?
Isaiah 66:1,2 p. 816
• Is salvation attained through knowledge?
2 Timothy 3:15 p. 1351
• Once we reach perfection, does God absorb us?
Revelation 21:3 p. 1417
• Reincarnation. Genesis 1:26,27 p. 2
• Was Jesus just a teacher and did His sacrifice consist of
reincarnating Himself in order to come to teach us?
Matthew 20:28 p. 1075
• Was Jesus just a teacher? John 1:1 p. 1167
• Will there be a final judgment for our deeds?
Revelation 20:12 p. 1417

HARE KRISHNA
An Indian sect established in America in 1965 by Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, author of the book Srimad Bhagavatam. Its beliefs are based on the literal interpretation of the
Bhagavad Gita and other writings of Hinduism.
• Does following nine steps attain salvation?
Luke 23:42,43 p. 1164
• Does God absorb us once we reach perfection?
Revelation 21:3 p. 1417
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• Is not God a triune God? Genesis 1:1,2 p. 1
• Is there no final judgment for our deeds, but karma?
Revelation 20:12 p. 1417
• Reincarnation. Genesis 1:26,27 p. 2
• Was Jesus the son of Krishna, but not God?
Matthew 16:16,17 p. 1069

HINDUISM
A mix of old beliefs of India, the principal ones being: the
transmigration of the soul; the division into social castes;
and the path of works, knowledge, and devotion toward the
ultimate goal: to escape the chain of reincarnations. Hindus
worship a number of gods. Brahman is the supreme universal spirit. He is the first person of the sacred triad or Trimurti
and supreme god and creator, the others being Vishnu, the
preserver, and Shiva, the destroyer. Besides various philosophical systems, Hinduism consists of several sects. The
Theosophical Society spreads the ideas and practices of Hinduism in the West.
• Bhakti marga: Is salvation attained by being a devout
religious person? Luke 3:8,9 p. 1126
• Does karma from a previous life determine our current
situation? Proverbs 22:8,9 p. 710
• Is there no final judgment for our deeds, but karma?
Revelation 20:12 p. 1417
• Jnana marga: Is salvation attained through knowledge?
2 Timothy 3:15 p. 1351
• Karma marga: Is salvation attained by being good?
Luke 23:42,43 p. 1164
• Pantheism: Is God an impersonal consciousness or
energy? Psalm 102:25-27 p. 644
• Polytheism: Is there more than one God?
Exodus 20:1-3 p. 79
• Reincarnation. Genesis 1:26,27 p. 2

ISLAM
The preaching of Muhammad in the seventh century led to
this influential religion. Muslims (“Muslim” means submissive to God) have spread the religion to many countries by
proselytism or immigration. For Muslims, their religion was
transmitted to men through prophets such as Adam, Noah,
Abraham, Moses, and Jesus, and especially through Muhammad, the last of the prophets, “the Apostle of God.” Muslims
are monotheists, but also believe in angels, archangels, and
in a future life. Muslims are circumcised, must abstain from
alcoholic beverages and pork, perform several daily prayers,
and make a pilgrimage (hajj) at least once in a lifetime to
Mecca. Islamic law is based on the Quran and is known as
shari’a. Some Muslim sects have called for a holy war to defeat their enemies and extend the influence of Islam.
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• Did Allah allow his “prophet” Jesus to be crucified?
John 19:33,34 p. 1203
• Did Jesus rise from the dead? Psalm 16:10 p. 680
• Is it impossible to have a personal relationship with God?
Romans 8:14,15 p. 1258
• Is it true that God is not triune? John 10:30 p. 1186
• Is salvation attained by good works?
Luke 23:42,43 p. 1164
• Is salvation dependent on the belief in God and
Muhammad? John 14:6 p. 1192
• Is the Koran God’s highest revelation and thus replaces
every other religion? Matthew 5:17,18 p. 1051
• Is the Koran the only unadulterated Word of God?
Matthew 24:35 p. 1081
• Was Jesus only a great prophet, but not God?
Matthew 16:16,17 p. 1069

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Charles Taze Russell founded this sect in 1884. The history
of the Jehovah’s Witnesses is tainted with scandals and unfulfilled prophecies. Through the ages they have revised the
writings of their leaders under the pretext of progressive revelation. They have changed dates, deleted passages, and edited the content of their writings. Although they do not claim
infallibility for their publications, they claim them to be the
only correct interpretations of the Bible.
• Are Watchtower publications the sole authority over the
Bible, and are they even more important than the Bible
for spiritual development? Mark 7:3 p. 1100
• Did Christ’s second coming occur in 1914, and did He
come as an invisible spirit? Matthew 24:44 p. 1082
• Does hell really exist? Mark 9:47 p. 1104
• Does Jesus’ sacrifice only remove original sin, and are
good deeds needed to obtain forgiveness of personal sin?
1 John 1:9 p. 1389
• Does salvation only guarantee a second opportunity to be
born again? Will only 144,000 persons be born again and
go to heaven? John 1:12 p. 1167
• Is death the end of a human being?
Luke 16:22,23 p. 1151
• Is Jesus God? Titus 2:13 p. 1354
• Is Jesus the Archangel Michael? Jude 9 p. 1398
• Is not God a triune God? Genesis 1:1,2 p. 1
• Is the Holy Spirit an active force and not a person?
1 Corinthians 2:10 p. 1271
• Is the Holy Spirit God? 1 Corinthians 3:16 p. 1273
• Was Jesus’ resurrection of a physical or purely spiritual
nature? 1 Corinthians 15:35-38 p. 1288
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JUDAISM
Term derived from Judah, the only tribe of Israel to survive as
an ethnic-political and religious group after the extinction of
the other 11 tribes of Israel. Judaism as a religion is based on
the Torah or Law, known to Christians as the Old Testament.
Jews also follow the Talmud, a book that contains the Jewish
oral tradition and interpretations of the Torah. Judaism does
not recognize Jesus as the Messiah promised in the Old Testament, and therefore rejects the New Testament as the Word of
God. Most Jews expect a political Messiah to return Israel to
the glory it had in the days of David and Solomon.
• Is Jesus actually the Messiah? Psalm 22:1-31 p. 584
• Is salvation attained by complying with the Mosaic Law?
Ezekiel 10:18,19 p. 909
• Is there only God the Father, and therefore does the
Trinity not exist? Genesis 11:7 p. 12
• Jesus rose from the dead. Hosea 6:1,2 p. 983
• Jesus, the Messiah, Priest, Prophet, and King.
Exodus 30:25 p. 92
• Prophecies about Jesus fulfilled by His birth.
Daniel 9:24-26 p. 974
• Prophecies about Jesus fulfilled with His life.
Isaiah 9:1,2 p. 750

MORMONISM
This religious movement had its origin in America and is also
known as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Its
founder was Joseph Smith (Jr.), who proclaimed himself a
prophet and founded several communities with the purpose
of establishing a New Jerusalem. The Mormons settled in
Salt Lake City, Utah (1847), under the leadership of Brigham
Young, after Smith died at the hands of enemies of the sect.
They do not accept some traditional Christian doctrines such
as the Trinity, but rather teach that there are gods that once
were men. Humans can become gods and attain divinity in
the afterlife. At one time Mormons practiced polygamy.
• Are Joseph Smith’s writings just as divinely inspired as
the Bible? Matthew 15:3 p. 1067
• Are the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit three separate gods?
2 Corinthians 13:13 p. 1303
• Are there many gods? Exodus 20:1-3 p. 79
• Can we become gods? Isaiah 40:28 p. 784
• Did Mary conceive Jesus from the god Adam?
Isaiah 7:14 p. 748
• Did the sacrifice of Jesus only atone for the sin of the god
Adam? 1 John 1:9 p. 1389
• Does baptism of the dead give us the opportunity to be
saved in the spiritual world, even if we do not achieve it
in this life? Hebrews 9:27 p. 1365
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• Is Adam God? Genesis 5:1 p. 7
• Is God the Heavenly Father a man who became god?
Numbers 23:19 p. 168
• Is marriage eternal and necessary for greater
sanctification? Genesis 2:24 p. 4
• Is salvation attained through good works?
Luke 23:42,43 p. 1164
• Was Adam’s sin part of God’s plan and did it benefit
humanity? Genesis 2:16,17 p. 4

NEW AGE
Generally teaches that man can save himself through his own
merits, and rejects the traditional teachings about sin. It has
elements of occultism, esoteric ideas, spiritualism, cybernetics, ecology, science fiction, Rosicrucianism, magic and theosophy, which are presented in a syncretic form using ideas
extracted from religions and scientific or pseudo-scientific
books. It largely attracts people who have become disillusioned with traditional religious movements or who are anxious to reconcile religious faith with the new discoveries of
science.
• Do all religions lead to the same place?
Matthew 11:27 p. 1061
• Does hell really exist? Mark 9:47 p. 1104
• Have there been many christs in history?
Luke 2:8-11 p. 1124
• Is atonement really necessary? Romans 3:23 p. 1252
• Is God an energy that is both good and evil?
1 Chronicles 16:34 p. 438
• Is God an energy that is in everything and is everything?
Isaiah 66:1,2 p. 816
• Is perfection attained through reincarnations of our spirit?
1 John 1:9 p. 1389
• Is the Bible the Word of God? Hebrews 3:7 p. 1359
• Is there no need for a Savior? Psalm 14:3 p. 578
• Reincarnation. Genesis 1:26,27 p. 2
• Was Jesus just an enlightened teacher?
Matthew 16:16,17 p. 1069
• Will there be a final judgment for our deeds?
Revelation 20:12 p. 1417

POSTMODERNISM
Postmodernism had its beginnings in the late nineteenth
century in art and architecture. It was not until the sixties of
the last century that it began to take hold as a philosophy. It is
defined by the negation of the structure and the thought that
has formed the basis of Western society. It has been said that
just as industrialization was characterized by modernism,
the information age is characterized by postmodernism. It
denies logic and the need for consistency, and rejects the ex-
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istence of any absolute known truth. Instead, postmodernism embraces pluralism, relativism, and skepticism.
• Is perception a reality? Psalm 52:3 p. 609
• Is there a way of knowing absolute truth?
1 John 5:6,7 p. 1394
• Is there absolute objectivity? Psalm 93:1,2 p. 639
• Is there absolute truth? 1 John 4:1 p. 1393

RAJNEESHISM
In 1966, Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh left his job as professor of philosophy in India to preach about an impending
holocaust that would only be survived by the spiritually renewed. He established a congregation in Bombay in 1970,
and eight years later he had become an international celebrity. Part of the appeal of Rajneeshism is his opposition to
anything that is culturally acceptable. Rajneesh preached
against the family and in favor of free sex. He also opposed
established governments, urging his disciples to form “enlightened cities.” Rajneeshism requires that followers sever
their ties with the world so as to immerse themselves in
their religion.
• Did humans evolve from the ape? Isaiah 42:5 p. 786
• Is Jesus God? Luke 2:6-11 p. 1123
• Is Rajneesh the only one who can show us the way to
salvation? Matthew 11:27 p. 1061
• Is salvation a matter of the mind? 2 Timothy 3:15 p. 1351
• Is salvation attained through our consciousness
evolving? Psalm 51:5 p. 608
• Is there salvation in Jesus? 1 John 1:9 p. 1389
• Reincarnation. Genesis 1:26,27 p. 2

ROSICRUCIANISM
The Rosicrucians claim to be a brotherhood that uses selfhelp and an individual improvement system that can be used
within any religious system. It is practiced in over a hundred
countries. The largest of its sects is the Ancient Mystical Order Rosae Crucis (AMORC), which has more than 250,000
members. Rosicrucianism attempts to encompass the major
beliefs of different religions and include them in a system. It
has characteristics of Hinduism, Christianity, Judaism, and
Buddhism, among others, resulting in a complex ideology,
without much order and containing contradictions.
•
•
•
•
•

Are there 42 minor gods? Exodus 20:1-3 p. 79
Are we all, in part, God? Genesis 1:26 p. 2
Can no one save me but myself alone? Psalm 14:3 p. 578
Can we all be christs? John 1:29 p. 1168
Did Jesus come to teach us how to save ourselves on our
own? Matthew 20:28 p. 1075
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• Do all religions lead to the same place?
Matthew 11:27 p. 1061
• Do we have all necessary knowledge and understanding
within ourselves? Proverbs 1:7 p. 682
• Do we need Christ’s salvation? John 1:29 p. 1168
• Does hell really exist? Mark 9:47 p. 1104
• Have there been other christs besides Jesus?
John 10:7,8 p. 1186
• Is all that exists a part of God and a projection of Him?
Isaiah 66:1,2 p. 816
• Is God the sum total of seven gods? Genesis 1:1,2 p. 1
• Is salvation attained through knowledge?
2 Timothy 3:15 p. 1351
• Is the Holy Spirit an aspect of God, or God Himself? 1
Corinthians 2:10 p. 1271
• Reincarnation. Genesis 1:26,27 p. 2
• Was Jesus just a teacher? John 1:1 p. 1167
• Was Jesus only a great prophet, but not God?
Matthew 16:16,17 p. 1069
• Will there be a final judgment for our deeds?
Revelation 20:12 p. 1417

SANTERIA
Santería, also known as “Regla de Ochá” is a form of syncretism that combines elements of Catholicism with traditional
African Yoruba beliefs. They affirm that we have a guardian angel that provides protection from the gods, and gives
us guidance through fortune telling. A person that becomes
a saint achieves spiritual completeness, finds an answer to
their problems, and protection against specific dangers that
lie ahead. If the santeros, as they are called, comply with all
the wishes of the gods, they will experience a number of positive changes. The intermediaries between the gods and people are known as babalawos.
• Are shamans, sorcerers or Santeria high priests holy
people who can intercede before God for us?
Deuteronomy 18:10-14 p. 203
• Are there many gods for us to relate to? Isaiah 44:6-8 p. 790
• Can prayers, incantations, spells, curses and other rituals
alter someone’s destiny or fortune? Exodus 7:8-12 p. 65
• Is it good to give sacrificial offerings to accomplish
something good? Isaiah 66:3,4 p. 817
• Is it helpful to develop a relationship with powerful
sources we can’t see? Exodus 23:24-26 p. 84
• Must I “become holy” because it will protect me from
dangers that are foreseen in my destiny, or because it will
provide the answer to my emotional, physical and social
needs? 1 Samuel 2:2 p. 286
• Will having faith in Santeria and taking our children to
the Santeria high priest allow us to know what path we
should follow? Matthew 7:15-20 p. 1055
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SATANISM
Satanism is very old and has evolved over time. Its foundation is the glorification of the devil and contempt of God. One
of the modern forms of Satanism and the most prominent in
America is that promulgated by the Church of Satan, founded
by Anton LaVey. The resources of the Church of Satan are the
black mass, a parody of the Catholic Mass, and the Satanic Bible, written by LaVey in 1966. In Satanism the believer makes
a conscious decision to follow evil.
• Am I my own judge? Revelation 20:12 p. 1417
• Are human beings like any other animal?
2 Peter 2:12 p. 1387
• Does Jesus save? Psalm 14:3 p. 578
• Does sin bring condemnation? Romans 3:23 p. 1252
• Does sin lead to physical, mental, and emotional wellbeing? Psalm 1:1-6 p. 572
• Is God a creation of man? Romans 1:20 p. 1248
• Is God a force that brings balance to the world?
Psalm 102:25-27 p. 644
• Is idol worshiping a form of demon or devil worshiping?
Deuteronomy 32:17 p. 219
• Is Satan a person or just evil personified?
Ezekiel 28:16,17 p. 931
• Is Satan greater than God? Luke 10:17-19 p. 1140
• Is sin bad? 1 Kings 14:9 p. 372
• Is the devil the best thing that has happened to the world?
2 Corinthians 4:3,4 p. 1293
• Is the devil worthy of worship? Luke 4:7,8 p. 1127
• Is what we do in this world all that matters?
1 Corinthians 15:19,20 p. 1287

SCIENTOLOGY
American sect founded in the mid-twentieth century by L. Ron
Hubbard who believed that everyone is a “thetan” (immortal
spirit with unlimited powers in his own universe). He claimed
that salvation is freedom from rebirth. A person works with
his/her obsessions until achieving a “clean” condition, so as to
prog-ress towards total freedom.
• Are humans good by nature and therefore not in need of
repentance or redemption? Psalm 51:5 p. 608
• Are surviving, seeking pleasure, and minimizing pain the
most important things in life? Romans 11:36 p. 1263
• Are there many gods? Exodus 20:1-3 p. 79
• Can one find God within oneself? Hosea 11:9 p. 987
• Can we become gods? Isaiah 40:28 p. 784
• Did mankind evolve from light? Isaiah 42:5 p. 786
• Is salvation attained by clearing your mind from bad
memories? 1 John 1:9 p. 1389
• Is the Bible the Word of God? Hebrews 3:7 p. 1359
• Is the truth that saves within us? John 8:32 p. 1183
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• Is the way to God different for everyone?
1 Chronicles 15:13 p. 436
• Rebirth or reincarnation of a thetan. John 8:23 p. 1182
• Was Jesus who He claimed to be or was He only a good
teacher lacking revelation? 2 Peter 1:16 p. 1385

SPIRITISM
The modern spiritist movement began in the mid-nineteenth
century in Germany, Britain, and France. Spiritists believe in
a spiritual life after death, in the reincarnation of souls, and
in communication with the spirits of the dead through a
medium. The doctrine is represented mainly by the Frenchman Hippolyte Léon Denizard Rivail, known as Allan Kardec
(1804–1869). Kardec was the author of several expository
books, including The Spirit’s Book.
• Does hell really exist? Mark 9:47 p. 1104
• Is a psychic more powerful than the Holy Spirit?
Isaiah 8:18-20 p. 750
• Is God an impersonal force, not a person?
Psalm 102:25-27 p. 644
• Is perfection reached through reincarnations of our spirit?
1 John 1:9 p. 1389
• Is redemption really necessary? Romans 3:23 p. 1252
• Is Spiritism an ancient and pure form of Christianity to
get to know God? Deuteronomy 18:9-11 p. 203
• Is the Bible just like any other revelation received through
mediums? Matthew 5:17,18 p. 1051
• Is the term Holy Spirit just another name for Supreme
Intelligence? Romans 8:27 p. 1258
• Is there no need for a Savior? Psalm 14:3 p. 578
• Reincarnation. Genesis 1:26,27 p. 2
• Should we invoke the spirits of the dead to help us?
Luke 16:27-29 p. 1151
• Was Jesus the best psychic of all time, a reincarnated
spirit to show us the truth? John 1:1 p. 1167
• Will there be a final judgment for our deeds?
Revelation 20:12 p. 1417

TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION (TM)
Leaders of Transcendental Meditation argue that their practice can be used in any belief system; consequently, the religious sect has penetrated popular culture disguised as secular
self-help techniques. It promises better health and self-image,
greater productivity, and intelligence. It has millions of members and numerous schools.
• Do we become one with God through meditation?
Joshua 1:8 p. 224
• Does God absorb us once we reach perfection?
Revelation 21:3 p. 1417
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• Is God an energy that is in everything and is everything?
Isaiah 66:1,2 p. 816
• Is redemption really necessary? Psalm 51:5 p. 608
• Is there no need for a Savior? Psalm 14:3 p. 578

UNIFICATION CHURCH (MOONIES)
The founder and supreme leader of this organization was
the former Presbyterian Korean Sun Myung Moon, who
is known as Reverend Moon. In 1954 he founded the Holy
Spirit Association for the Unification of World Christianity
in Seoul. To his followers Moon is the second Messiah who
will repair the alleged errors committed by Jesus Christ in
his first coming. Syncretic elements extracted from Christianity and primitive Korean religions prevail in the Unification Church.
• Are Mr. Moon’s writings as inspired as the Bible,
and can the Bible only be interpreted through them?
Matthew 15:3 p. 1067
• Are there two salvations? Was Jesus’ spiritual and Moon´s
physical? Hebrews 10:8-10 p. 1365
• Did Christ really rise from the dead in bodily form?
1 Corinthians 15:35-38 p. 1288
• Did Lucifer and the angels assist God in the creation of
the world? Nehemiah 9:6 p. 515
• Did the cross defeat Jesus? Colossians 2:15 p. 1334
• Do the spirits of the dead replace the Holy Spirit
in our lives to show the presence of God in us?
Romans 8:16 p. 1258
• Do the spirits of the dead replace the Holy Spirit in our
lives to help us live? Judges 3:10 p. 256
• Does God ever lie? Titus 1:2 p. 1353
• Does God need humans to exist and be happy?
Acts 17:24,25 p. 1232
• Have Mr. and Mrs. Moon achieved oneness with God?
Are they the full and perfect revelation of God?
John 14:8,9 p. 1193
• Is communicating with the spirits of the dead acceptable
to God, and does it improve our relationship with Him?
Deuteronomy 18:9-11 p. 203
• Is God both male and female, or light and darkness?
1 John 5:20 p. 1395
• Is it ever acceptable to lie in order to achieve something
good? Deuteronomy 5:20 p. 190
• Is lying for financial gain ever justified? Proverbs
21:6 p. 708
• Is Mr. Moon the new Messiah? John 10:7,8 p. 1186
• Is not God a triune God? Genesis 1:2 p. 1
• Is original sin removed by Moon’s wedding blessing
ceremony? 1 John 1:9 p. 1389
• Is the Bible the truth, or is it a book containing truth?
Psalm 119:151 p. 663
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• Is the Holy Spirit an active force and not a person?
1 Corinthians 2:10 p. 1271
• Was Adam and Eve’s sin sexual in nature? Did Eve have
sexual intercourse with Lucifer? Genesis 2:8,9 p. 3
• Was Jesus born from an adulterous relationship between
Mary and Zechariah, and not born of a virgin?
Isaiah 7:14 p. 748
• Was Jesus just a man without original sin, but not truly
God? Luke 2:6-11 p. 1123
• Was the mission of Jesus to start the ideal family, but he
failed upon being crucified? 1 Timothy 1:15 p. 1343

WITCHCRAFT
Even though witches and sorcerers have been around since
antiquity and are well documented and described in Scripture, the beliefs and practices of witchcraft today encompass
a variety of superstitions. These are based upon the traditional concept of calling upon diabolic and supernatural forces to
change the outcome of circumstances in everyday life.
Witchcraft is an equivalent of fetishism, and is also related
to the occult, Satanism and esotericism. The Christian faith
emphatically rejects these kinds of practices, and the Bible is clear in regards to the consequences that result from
them.
• Are there good warlocks since there is good, white
magic? Proverbs 6:12-15 p. 688
• Do sorcerers have the ability to use witchcraft to harm
others? 2 Thessalonians 2:11,12 p. 1342
• Do talismans, good luck charms, magic herbs, or potions
help at all? Acts 19:19,20 p. 1234
• Do wizards and witches help keep bad luck at bay?
Revelation 21:7,8 p. 1418
• Is there any credibility behind incantations, satanic
pacts, forbidden books, witches’ rituals, and other beliefs
about witchcraft? 1 Samuel 28:5-16 p. 316
• Should worshiping sorcerers be accepted as part and
parcel of folklore and popular culture?
Deuteronomy 18:9-14 p. 203

ZEN BUDDHISM
Zen, a form of Japanese Buddhism, is one of the most popular practices of oriental metaphysics that has penetrated the
West, especially with regard to its method of meditation. Its
characteristics include intuitive knowledge of the Buddha,
the quest for enlightenment through meditation, and contemplation.
• Do we have all necessary knowledge and understanding
within ourselves? Proverbs 1:7 p. 682
• Is there no need for a Savior? Psalm 14:3 p. 578
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CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE SECTION
Main aspects of the Christian faith.

ANGELS
• Characteristics. Hebrews 1:4-8,13 p. 1357
• Function. Hebrews 1:14 p. 1358
• Our relationship with them.
1 Timothy 2:5 p. 1344
• Servants of God. Genesis 3:24 p. 6
• Without dignity. 2 Peter 2:4 p. 1386
GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT
• Characteristics. James 1:17 p. 1372
• Manifestation. Acts 1:4,5 p. 1206
• Purpose. Ephesians 4:12-16 p. 1315
• Responsibility. 1 Corinthians 12:1 p. 1282
• Service ministries. Romans 12:4,5 p. 1264
• Variety and distribution. Joel 2:28,29 p. 994
GOD
• Attributes. 1 Timothy 1:17 p. 1343
• God does not change. Psalm 102:25-27 p. 644
• His interaction. 1 John 4:14 p. 1393
• His nature. John 4:24 p. 1173
• Is one. Deuteronomy 6:4 p. 191
• Revelation. Romans 1:19,20 p. 1248
• The Trinity. Titus 3:4-6 p. 1354
HOLY SPIRIT
• The deity of the Holy Spirit. Acts 5:3,4 p. 1212
• The ministry of the Holy Spirit. Acts 1:8 p. 1208
• The person of the Holy Spirit. Acts 10:19,20 p. 1221
JESUS CHRIST
• Ascension. Luke 24:50,51 p. 1166
• Christ incarnate. Philippians 2:5-8 p. 1327
• Death. 1 Peter 2:24 p. 1381
• Deity. Colossians 2:9 p. 1333
• Grace of God. Ephesians 2:8,9 p. 1312
• In response to sin. Ephesians 2:1-3 p. 1312
• Mediator. Romans 8:33,34 p. 1259
• Preexistence. John 1:29,30 p. 1168
• Resurrection. John 2:19-21 p. 1170
• Second coming. Matthew 24:30 p. 1081
• The faith in Him. Hebrews 11:6 p. 1367
• The virgin birth. Matthew 1:18-23 p. 1046
• Without sin. 1 Peter 2:22 p. 1381
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MAN
• Body. 2 Corinthians 5:1 p. 1294
• Image of God. Genesis 1:26,27 p. 2
• Nature. 1 Thessalonians 5:23 p. 1340
• Purpose. 1 Corinthians 10:31 p. 1280
• Soul. Psalm 16:9 p. 579
• Spirit. Proverbs 20:27 p. 708
SALVATION
• What does God do? 1 Peter 1:3 p. 1378
• What is our responsibility? 1 John 5:11,12 p. 1394
SATAN
• Defense. John 8:44 p. 1183
• Evil spirits. 1 John 4:1 p. 1393
• Who he is. Ezekiel 28:12-19 p. 931
SIN
•
•
•
•
•

Consequences. Romans 3:23 p. 1252
Nature. 1 John 3:4 p. 1392
Redemption. Colossians 2:13-15 p. 1333
Resisting temptation. James 1:12-15 p. 1372
The fall of man. Genesis 3:1-24 p. 4

THE CHURCH
• Communion. 1 Corinthians 1:9 p. 1270
• Congregate. Hebrews 10:24,25 p. 1366
• Local. Romans 15:1 p. 1267
• Universal. Ephesians 4:1-5 p. 1314
THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
• Faith. Hebrews 11:1 p. 1367
• Goodness. Colossians 3:11,12 p. 1334
• Joy. John 16:22-24 p. 1197
• Kindness. Psalm 31:19 p. 591
• Love. John 15:9 p.1195
• Meekness. Matthew 11:29 p. 1061
• Patience. James 5:7-11 p. 1376
• Peace. Isaiah 9:6,7 p. 750
• Results. Psalm 92:13,14 p. 639
• Temperance. 2 Timothy 1:7 p. 1349
• The fruitful tree. John 15:4-8 p. 1195
• The fruitless tree. Galatians 5:16-18 p. 1308
• What it is. Galatians 5:22, 23 p. 1308
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THE WORD OF GOD
• Inspired by the Holy Spirit. John 14:26 p. 1194
• Interpretation. Hebrews 4:12 p. 1360
• Men called to write. Jeremiah 30:2 p. 857
• Purposes. Matthew 4:4 p. 1049
• The Bible. Luke 21:33 p. 1159
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COUNSELING SECTION
The Christian faith and the struggles of life.

ADDICTIONS
DRUGS AND ALCOHOL

•
•
•
•
•

Biblical perspective. Proverbs 20:1 p. 706
Consequences. Proverbs 21:17 p. 709
How to overcome them. Colossians 2:8 p. 1333
In obedience. 1 Peter 5:8 p. 1384
Prevention. Proverbs 23:20 p. 712

GAMES AND GAMBLING

• Destruction. 1 Timothy 6:9,10 p. 1347
• Responsibility. Luke 10:7 p. 1139
• We can overcome. Proverbs 16:33 p. 702

FAMILY
ABORTION

• Comfort and hope. Nahum 1:7 p. 1017
• Consequences for those who engage in this practice.
Deuteronomy 27:25 p. 212
• Do we have rights over the life of an unborn child?
Exodus 21:22,23 p. 81
• Does God forgive women who have had abortions?
1 John 1:9 p. 1389
• God’s care. Isaiah 49:1,5 p. 797
• How do we help unborn children and women in crisis?
Matthew 25:40 p. 1084
• Is abortion the solution to an unplanned pregnancy?
Isaiah 49:15 p. 797
• Life in the womb. Genesis 1:27 p. 2
• Responsibility. Deuteronomy 6:18 p. 192
• Should a child conceived as a result of rape or incest be
aborted? Deuteronomy 24:16 p. 209
• Should a child who is at risk of being born deformed or
mentally retarded be aborted? Exodus 4:11 p. 62
• The Creator of an unborn child. Psalm 100:3 p. 642
• The Ruler of life. 1 Samuel 2:6 p. 286
• What right do women have over the life they carry in
their own bodies? Psalm 127:3 p. 666
ADULTERY

•
•
•
•
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AUTHORITY

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

At home. John 6:38 p. 1178
Man as head of the household. John 10:37,38 p. 1187
Of the husband. 1 Corinthians 11:3 p. 1281
Responsibility of the children. Ephesians 6:1-3 p. 1318
Responsibility of the father. John 5:19 p. 1175
Responsibility of the mother. Proverbs 22:6 p. 710
The wise woman. Luke 1:38 p. 1121

DIVORCE

• Causes and consequences. Matthew 5:31 p. 1052
• God’s forgiveness. Jeremiah 3:8 p. 822
• Honoring the covenant. Matthew 19:3-6 p. 1073
MARRIAGE

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Its origin. Genesis 2:7,18 p. 3
Love and courtship. Song of Songs 1:2 p. 734
Parents-in-law. Ephesians 5:31 p. 1318
Responsibilities. Ephesians 5:31,32 p. 1318
Responsibility of the husband. Ephesians 5:23 p. 1317
Responsibility of the wife. Ephesians 5:22-24 p. 1317
Sexuality. Proverbs 5:18 p. 687

PERSONAL CONFLICTS
ANGER AND WRATH

• Anger management and control. 1 Timothy 2:8 p. 1344
• Conflict prevention and resolution.
Proverbs 22:24,25 p. 711
• Effects of anger on people. Proverbs 15:18 p. 687
• God’s wrath. Romans 1:18 p. 1248
• Is anger a sin? James 1:19,20 p. 1373
ANXIETY

• Advice. Luke 12:22,23 p. 1144
• Right attitude. John 16:33 p. 1198
DEPRESSION

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Causes. Romans 6:11-13 p. 1255
Encouragement. Romans 12:12 p. 1264
God’s intervention. 1 Peter 1:3-9 p. 1378
Help. Psalm 73:25,26 p. 624
Options. Lamentations 3:21-26 p. 896
Recovery. Isaiah 43:1 p. 788
Symptoms. Psalm 38:2-11 p. 598

ENVY

• Causes. Ecclesiastes 4:4 p. 727
• Consequences. Genesis 4:3-5,8 p. 6
• How to avoid it. 1 Peter 2:1 p. 1386
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FAILURE

•
•
•
•
•
•

Benefits. Romans 1:17 p. 1248
God guides us. Proverbs 3:5,6 p. 684
God lifts us up. Psalm 103:13,14 p. 645
How to cope with it. Psalm 34:14 p. 594
Moving forward without looking back. Isaiah 43:18 p. 789
Persevering in God. Psalm 119:130 p. 662

FEAR

•
•
•
•
•
•

Challenges. Romans 8:15 p. 1258
Fear of God. Nehemiah 1:11 p. 507
How to overcome it. Zechariah 4:6 p. 1033
Of consequences. Proverbs 28:1 p. 717
Of men. Psalm 27:1 p. 588
Self-control. 2 Timothy 1:7 p. 1349

FINANCES

• Asking God. Matthew 6:11 p. 1053
• Dealing with financial challenges.
Galatians 3:13,14 p. 1305
• Foresight and good judgment. 3 John 2 p. 1397
• Generosity and mercy. Psalm 112:5,6 p. 654
• Honoring God. Psalm 116:12 p. 656
• How to avoid debt. Psalm 119:133 p. 662
• Laziness. Proverbs 20:4 p. 707
• Management. Matthew 25:22-29 p. 1083
• Obedience in tithes and offerings. Leviticus 27:30 p. 137
• Responsibility. Romans 13:7 p. 1265
• The blessing of giving. Proverbs 28:27 p. 719
• The owner of all riches. Psalm 24:1 p. 586
• Where does our supply come from?
Matthew 6:31-33 p. 1055
FORGIVENESS

• Benefits. Ephesians 4:32 p. 1316
• Grudges. Matthew 6:14,15 p. 1054
FORNICATION

• How to avoid it. Isaiah 55:6,7 p. 804
• Oholah and Oholibah. Ezekiel 23:5 p. 924
• What it means. 1 Corinthians 6:18 p. 1275
GOSSIP

•
•
•
•
•

Characteristics. James 4:11 p. 1375
Effects. Psalm 106:21-25 p. 649
How to avoid it. Numbers 12:1-3,9,10 p. 155
The danger of speaking recklessly. James 3:5-9 p. 1374
Traits of a gossip. Luke 15:1,2 p. 1148

HEALING

• God wants us to enjoy good health.
Deuteronomy 7:15 p. 192
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• Someone paid the price for our health.
Matthew 8:17 p. 1057
• What can I do to stay healthy? Proverbs 4:20-22 p. 686
HOMOSEXUALITY

Are homosexuals born or made? Genesis 2:18 p. 4
Biblical warnings. Leviticus 18:22 p. 126
Can homosexuals change? 1 Corinthians 6:11 p. 1275
Consequences (Gibeah). Judges 19:20-22 p. 277
Consequences (Sodom and Gomorrah).
Genesis 13:13 p. 14
• How to restore homosexuals. Romans 14:1 p. 1266
• Moral and spiritual causes. Romans 1:24-32 p. 1249
•
•
•
•
•

LIES

• Consequences. John 8:44 p. 1183
• God hates lies. Psalm 101:7 p. 643
LONELINESS

• God does not forsake us. 1 Samuel 12:22 p. 297
• Types. Mark 1:35 p. 1092
• Where is God when I feel lonely? Job 23:3 p. 553
LOW SELF-ESTEEM

• God loves us. John 15:14-16 p. 1195
• There is security in Jesus. Romans 8:33-39 p. 1259
• We are important to God. Zephaniah 3:17 p. 1028
LUST

• Consequences. Ezekiel 24:13 p. 926
• Deliverance. James 4:8 p. 1375
• Warnings. Romans 13:13,14 p. 1265
OFFENSIVE LANGUAGE

• Dangers. James 3:5-9 p. 1374
• What we say. Proverbs 15:2 p. 699
PRIDE

•
•
•
•

How it affects us. 2 Chronicles 26:3,4,16 p. 477
Humility. Philippians 2:5-8 p. 1327
Manifestations. Isaiah 14:12-15 p. 756
Submission. James 4:6,7 p. 1375

RACISM

• God opposes discrimination. Acts 17:26 p. 1232
• How to avoid it. 1 Corinthians 12:27 p. 1284
• In Christ there are no barriers.
Ephesians 2:13-16 p. 1313
REJECTION

• God does not reject anyone. Luke 19:10 p. 1155
• God’s love is for everyone. 1 Corinthians 1:27-29 p. 1271
• Our call to love. 1 Thessalonians 4:9 p. 1339

00_Frontmatter_Rev.indd 33

1/15/20 12:55 PM

THEMATIC INDEX

xxxiv

SADNESS

•
•
•
•
•

Comfort. John 14:16 p. 1193
Self-pity. 1 Kings 19:4 p. 379
To whom shall I go? Isaiah 61:1-3 p. 811
Types. Genesis 37:35 p. 43
Why me? Job 3:3 p. 535

SEXUAL ABUSE

•
•
•
•

Comforting the victim. Psalm 6:7-10 p. 574
Restoring peace. Psalm 27:1-6 p. 588
Shelter and protection. Psalm 57:1-3 p. 612
The case of Tamar. 2 Samuel 13:1,2 p. 332

SICKNESS AND DEATH

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acceptance. 2 Corinthians 4:16 p. 1294
Caring for the sick. John 13:34,35 p. 1192
Death as part of life. 1 Corinthians 15:54-57 p. 1289
Death of a loved one. 2 Samuel 18:33 p. 341
Grief and mourning. Psalm 42:3 p. 602
Impact of the news. Job 7:11 p. 539
Life after death. Revelation 21:4 p. 1417
Spiritual strength. Hebrews 12:2 p. 1369
What is death? Ecclesiastes 12:7 p. 733

SIN

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A new beginning. Psalm 34:18 p. 594
Awareness of sin. 1 John 3:4 p. 1392
Confess and make amends. Proverbs 28:13 p. 718
Nature and origin of sin. Romans 3:10 p. 1251
Process of forgiveness. Jeremiah 31:34 p. 861
Repentance. Matthew 3:2 p. 1048
Self-defense. Proverbs 21:2 p. 708

SUICIDE

• Are suicide and euthanasia solutions for pain and
suffering? Hebrews 4:15 p. 1360
• Cases of suicide in the Bible. Judges 9:53,54 p. 266
• Choosing life. Deuteronomy 30:19,20 p. 217
• Comfort for the afflicted. Matthew 5:4 p. 1050
• Comfort for the family. Psalm 34:18 p. 594
• God values our life highly. Jeremiah 31:3 p. 859
• Is it all right to want to die? Philippians 1:21-26 p. 1326
• Refuge and strength in God. Psalm 102:1,2 p. 643
VIRGINITY

• Consequences of losing it. Deuteronomy 22:20,21 p. 207
• Is it too late for singles that have lost their virginity?
Acts 3:19 p. 1210
• Purity that pleases God. Job 31:1 p. 559
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Primary resources of the Christian faith.

FASTING
• By mutual agreement. Esther 4:16 p. 527
• Personal. Exodus 34:28 p. 97
• Reasons for fasting. Luke 4:1,2 p. 1127
• What is it? Matthew 6:16-18 p. 1054
PRAISE
• Benefits. Psalm 22:3 p. 585
• Expressions. Psalm 26:6-8 p. 588
• Of men. Proverbs 12:8 p. 695
• Reasons. Deuteronomy 10:21 p. 196
• To God. Psalm 67:3 p. 618
• What is it? James 5:13 p. 1376
PRAYER
SELECTED PRAYERS

•
•
•
•
•
•

David. Psalm 51:1 p. 608
Habakkuk. Habakkuk 3:1,2 p. 1023
Hezekiah. Isaiah 38:1,2 p. 781
Jabez. 1 Chronicles 4:10a p. 423
Magnificat. Luke 1:46 p. 1121
Solomon. 2 Chronicles 1:6,7 p. 452

SIGNIFICANT FEATURES

•
•
•
•
•

Believing. Matthew 9:28-30 p. 1058
Humility. 2 Chronicles 7:14 p. 460
In Jesus’ name. John 14:12-14 p. 1193
In private. Matthew 6:6 p. 1053
Persevering. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 p. 1340

TYPES

•
•
•
•
•

Appeal. Psalm 4:3 p. 573
Authority. Exodus 14:13-18 p. 73
Intercession. Ephesians 6:18,19 p. 1319
Repentance. Daniel 9:4,5 p. 973
Supplication. Luke 22:31,32 p. 1161

WHAT IS IT?

•
•
•
•
•

Asking. James 4:2,3 p. 1375
Calling the name of the Lord. Romans 10:12,13 p. 1261
Crying out. Jeremiah 33:3 p. 863
Seeking God. Psalm 27:8 p. 589
Surrendering the heart. 1 Samuel 1:15 p. 285
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WITH JESUS

• In Gethsemane. Luke 22:39,40 p. 1161
• Priestly prayer. John 17:1-5 p. 1198
• The Lord’s Prayer. Matthew 6:9-13 p. 1053

READING THE WORD
• Daily reading. Matthew 4:4 p. 1049
• Getting to know God. John 5:39 p. 1176
• Other benefits. James 1:25 p. 1373
THANKSGIVING
• Effects. 1 Corinthians 14:15-17 p. 1285
• Expression. Romans 1:21 p. 1249
• For answers to prayers. 2 Corinthians 1:11 p. 1291
• For Christ. 2 Corinthians 9:15 p. 1298
• For God’s promises. 2 Corinthians 1:20 p. 1292
• For our livelihood. Mark 8:6 p. 1101
• Forms of gratitude. Leviticus 7:11,12 p. 111
• Part of our daily life. 1 Timothy 2:1 p. 1344
• What is it? Ezra 3:11 p. 497
WORSHIP
• Expressions. 1 Chronicles 16:28-30 p. 437
• Reasons. John 4:23 p. 1173
• What is it? John 4:24 p. 1173
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EVANGELISM SECTION
Sharing the Gospel of Jesus.

CALL AND PURPOSE
• Making disciples. Matthew 28:18-20 p. 1290
• Objectives. Acts 13:47 p. 1226
• Proclaiming the Gospel. Mark 16:15-17 p. 1116
• The Twelve and the Seventy. Mark 3:13,14 p. 1094
• Witnessing. Acts 1:8 p. 1206
HOW TO EVANGELIZE
• Adulterers. John 8:3-6 p. 1181
• Alcoholics and drug addicts. 1 Corinthians 6:10 p. 1275
• Artists. Exodus 35:30-33 p. 98
• Atheists. Genesis 1:1,31 p. 1
• Athletes. 1 Corinthians 9:24 p. 1279
• Children. Mark 10:13 p. 1104
• Entrepreneurs. Luke 19:1-4 p. 1155
• Foreigners. Deuteronomy 10:17-19 p. 196
• Gang members. Judges 11:1 p. 267
• Healthcare workers. Luke 10:25,26 p. 1140
• Inmates. Hebrews 13:3 p. 1370
• Jailers. Acts 16:25,26 p. 1230
• Judges. Acts 26:1-3 p. 1242
• Men. Acts 8:26,27 p. 1218
• Orphans. Psalm 68:5,6 p. 618
• Our own children. Luke 15:11 p. 1149
• Parents. 2 Chronicles 34:1-3 p. 486
• Prostitutes and other sexual exploiters.
Joshua 2:1-3 p. 224
• Public figures. Esther 2:7-9 p. 525
• Religious people. John 3:1,2 p. 1170
• Rulers. Matthew 27:11-14 p. 1087
• Soldiers. 2 Kings 5:1 p. 390
• The disabled. 2 Samuel 9:1 p. 328
• The elderly. Leviticus 19:32 p. 127
• The homeless. Luke 16:19-21 p. 1151
• The military; the armor of God. Ephesians 6:13 p. 1319
• The military. Matthew 23:8 p. 1079
• The police. Deuteronomy 16:18,19 p. 192
• The poor. Psalm 9:9,10 p. 576
• The sick. Mark 2:1-3 p. 1092
• The sick; prayers. James 5:13 p. 1376
• The wealthy. Luke 18:18,19 p. 1154
• The youth. 1 Samuel 3:4-6 p. 288
• Warlocks. Acts 8:9,10 p. 1217
• Widows. Acts 6:1-6 p. 1213
• Women. Luke 7:36,37 p. 1134
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THE CHURCH SECTION
FAMILY OF GOD
• Children of God. 1 John 3:1 p.1391
• God is the Father. Galatians 4:4,5 p. 1306
• We are brothers and sisters to each other.
Revelation 19:10 p. 1416

IN ACTION
• At home. Philemon 1,2 p. 1356
• Every Christian is a minister. Acts 11:28 p. 1223
• Ministry of the elderly. Acts 2:17 p. 1207
• Ministry of the young. 1 Timothy 4:12 p. 1345
• The greatest commandment. Mark 12:29,30 p. 1109
• Women’s ministry. 2 Timothy 1:5 p. 1349
THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE CHURCH
• Led by the Holy Spirit. Luke 4:1 p. 1127
• New life through the Holy Spirit. John 16:7,8 p. 1196
• Prepared for ministry by the Holy Spirit.
John 7:37-39 p. 1181
• Strengthened by the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 3:16,17 p. 1314
THE HOUSE OF GOD
• God’s building. 1 Corinthians 3:9 p. 1272
• Holy temple. 1 Corinthians 3:16,17 p. 1273
• The cornerstone. 1 Corinthians 3:11 p. 1272
THE PEOPLE OF GOD
• Chosen people. Romans 9:25 p. 1260
• Daily living. Hebrews 11:13-16 p. 1368
• Royal priesthood. 1 Peter 2:9 p. 1380
WHAT IT IS
• God makes the church grow and flourish.
1 Corinthians 3:6 p. 1272
• The church is according to the Bible.
1 Corinthians 10:32 p. 1280

00_Frontmatter_Rev.indd 38

1/15/20 12:55 PM

INTRODUCTION TO THE

CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE®
The Bible is God’s revelation to humanity. It is our only source
for completely reliable information about God, what happens
when we die, and where history is headed. The Bible does these
things because it is God’s inspired Word, inerrant in the original manuscripts. Bible translation brings God’s Word from the
ancient languages (Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic) into today’s
world. In dependence on God’s Spirit to accomplish this sacred
task, the CSB Translation Oversight Committee and Holman Bible Publishers present the Christian Standard Bible.

TEXTUAL BASE OF THE CSB
The textual base for the New Testament (NT) is the Nestle-Aland
Novum Testamentum Graece, 28th edition, and the United Bible
Societies’ Greek New Testament, 5th corrected edition. The text
for the Old Testament (OT) is the Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia,
5th edition. Where there are significant differences among Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek manuscripts, the translators follow
what they believe is the original reading and indicate the main
alternative(s) in footnotes.
GOALS OF THIS TRANSLATION
• Provide English-speaking people worldwide with an accurate translation in contemporary English.
• Provide an accurate translation for personal study, sermon
preparation, private devotions, and memorization.
• Provide a text that is clear and understandable, suitable
for public reading, and shareable so that all may access its
life-giving message.
• Affirm the authority of Scripture and champion its absolute truth against skeptical viewpoints.
TRANSLATION PHILOSOPHY OF THE CHRISTIAN STANDARD
BIBLE
Most discussions of Bible translations speak of two opposite
approaches: formal equivalence and dynamic equivalence.
However, Bible translations cannot be neatly sorted into these
categories. Optimal equivalence capitalizes on the strengths of
both approaches.
Optimal equivalence balances contemporary English readability with linguistic precision to the original languages. In
the many places throughout the Bible where a word-for-word
rendering is understandable, a literal translation is used. When
a word-for-word rendering might obscure the meaning for a
modern audience, a more dynamic translation is used. This process assures that both the words and the thoughts contained
in the original text are conveyed accurately for today’s readers.
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The Christian Standard Bible places equal value on fidelity to
the original and readability for a modern audience, resulting
in a translation that achieves both goals.

HISTORY OF THE CSB
Holman Bible Publishers assembled an interdenominational
team of one hundred scholars, editors, stylists, and proofreaders, all of whom were committed to biblical inerrancy. Working from the original languages, the translation team edited
and polished the manuscript, which was first published as the
Holman Christian Standard Bible in 2004.
A standing committee maintained the translation, while also
seeking ways to improve both readability and accuracy. As with
the original translation, the committee that prepared this revision, renamed the Christian Standard Bible, is international
and interdenominational, comprising evangelical scholars who
honor the inspiration and authority of God’s written Word.

FOOTNOTES
Footnotes are used to show readers how the original biblical
language has been understood in the CSB.
1. Old Testament (OT) Textual Footnotes

OT textual notes show important differences among Hebrew
(Hb) manuscripts and ancient OT versions, such as the Septuagint and the Vulgate. See the list of abbreviations that follows
for a list of other ancient versions used.
Some OT textual notes (like NT textual notes) give only an
alternate textual reading. However, other OT textual notes
also give the support for the reading chosen by the editors
as well as for the alternate textual reading. For example, the
CSB text of Psalm 12:7 reads,
You, Lord, will guard us;
you will protect usA
from this generation forever.
The textual footnote for this verse reads,

A 12:7 Some Hb mss, LXX; other Hb mss read him

The textual note in this example means that there are
two different readings found in the Hebrew manuscripts:
some manuscripts read us and others read him. The CSB
translators chose the reading us, which is also found in
the Septuagint (LXX), and placed the other Hebrew reading him in the footnote.
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Two other kinds OT textual notes are
Alt Hb tradition reads ____
a variation given by scribes in the Hebrew manuscript tradition (known as Kethiv/Qere and Tiqqune
Sopherim readings)
Hb uncertain
when it is unclear what the original Hebrew text
was
2. New Testament (NT) Textual Footnotes

NT textual notes indicate significant differences among Greek
manuscripts (mss) and are normally indicated in one of three
ways:
Other mss read ______
Other mss add ______
Other mss omit ______
In the NT, some textual footnotes that use the word “add” or
“omit” also have square brackets before and after the corresponding verses in the biblical text. Examples of this use of
square brackets are Mark 16:9-20 and John 7:53–8:11.

3. Other Kinds of Footnotes

Lit ____	a more literal rendering in English of
the Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek text
Or ____ 	an alternate or less likely English
translation of the same Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek text
=	an abbreviation for “it means” or “it is
equivalent to”
Hb, Aramaic, Gk	the actual Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek
word is given using equivalent English
letters
Hb obscure 	the existing Hebrew text is especially
difficult to translate
emended ____ 	the original Hebrew text is so difficult
to translate that competent scholars
have conjectured or inferred a restoration of the original text based on the
context, probable root meanings of the
words, and uses in comparative languages
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In some editions of the CSB, additional footnotes clarify the
meaning of certain biblical texts or explain biblical history,
persons, customs, places, activities, and measurements. Cross
references are given for parallel passages or passages with similar wording, and in the NT, for passages quoted from the OT.

ABBREVIATIONS IN CSB BIBLES
AD
In the year of our Lord
BC
before Christ
c.
century
ca
circa
chap(s).
chapter(s)
cp.
compare
DSS
Dead Sea Scrolls
e.g.
for example
Eng
English
etc.
et cetera
Gk
Greek
Hb
Hebrew
i.e.
that is
Lat
Latin
lit
Literal(ly)
LXX	Septuagint—an ancient translation of the Old
Testament into Greek
MT
Masoretic Text
NT
New Testament
ms(s)
manuscript(s)
OT
Old Testament
pl.
plural
Ps(s)
Psalm(s)
Sam
Samaritan Pentateuch
sg.
singular
Sym
Symmachus
Syr
Syriac
Tg
Targum
Theod
Theodotian
v./vv.
verse, verses
Vg	Vulgate—an ancient translation of the Bible
into Latin
vol(s).
volume(s)
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GENESIS
The Creation
In the beginning God created the heav
ens and the earth. a
2 Now the earth was formless and emp
ty, darkness covered the surface of the
watery depths, and the Spirit of God was
hovering over the surface of the waters.
3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and
there was light. 4 God saw that the light
was good, and God separated the light
from the darkness. 5 God called the
light “day,” and the darkness he called
“night.” There was an evening, and there
was a morning: one day.

1

Deeper Waters
GOD Yahweh, Christ. Creator and Lord of the
universe. Redeemer of His people; author and
central theme of the Scriptures. Genesis 1:1
GENESIS Origin, beginning, source, roots.
Genesis 1:1; 2:4 DARKNESS Shadows, night.
Misery, destruction, death. Genesis 1:2

6 Then God said, “Let there be an ex
panse between t he waters, separating
water from water.” 7 So God made the
expanse and separated the water under
the expanse from the water above the
expanse. And it was so. 8 God called the
expanse “sky.” b Evening came and then
morning: the second day.
a 1:1 Or

9 Then God said, “Let the water under
t he sky be gathered into one place, and
let the dry land appear.” And it was so.
10 God called the dry land “earth,” and the
gathering of the water he called “seas.”
And God saw that it was good. 11 Then
God said, “Let the earth produce vegeta
tion: seed-bearing plants and fruit trees
on the earth bearing fruit with seed in it
according to their kinds.” And it was so.
12 The earth produced vegetation: seedbearing plants according to their kinds
and trees bearing fruit with seed in it ac
cording to their kinds. And God saw that
it was good. 13 Evening came and then
morning: the third day.
14 Then God said, “Let there be lights in
the expanse of the sky to separate the day
from the night. They will serve as signs for
seasons c and for days and years. 15 They
will be lights in the expanse of the sky to
provide light on the earth.” And it was so.
16 God made the two great lights — the
greater light to rule over the day and the
lesser light to rule over the night — as
well as the stars. 17 God placed them in the
expanse of the sky to provide light on the
earth, 18 to rule the day and the night, and
to separate light from darkness. And God
saw that it was good. 19 Evening came and
then morning: the fourth day.
20 Then God said, “Let the water swarm
with d living creatures, and let birds fly

created the universe b 1:8 Or “heavens.” c 1:14 Or for the appointed times d 1:20 Lit with swarms of

1:1,2. Apologetics. Rosicrucianism. Is God the sum total of seven gods? From the beginning, we see the plurality of
God. In this case the Father and the Holy Spirit are working together. See also Col 1:16 (p. 1332).
1:1,2. Apologetics. Jehovah’s Witnesses; Hare Krishna; Unification Church. Is not God a triune God? From the beginning of time, we see the plurality of God. In this case the Father and the Holy Spirit are working together. See also Col
1:16 (p. 1332).
1:1,31. Evangelism. How to evangelize. Atheists. Denying God’s existence implies that the world came from nothing,
but there is no evidence to support this theory. In nature, something never comes from nothing. How could millions of
galaxies, stars and tons of matter in the universe be self-generated? The Bible states that they are God’s creation. See also
Ec 3:10 (p. 726).
1:3. Apologetics. Archaeology. Is the Bible scientifically accurate? Every time science has questioned the Bible, the
Word of God has prevailed. Someday science will also admit that the universe is impossible without God. He is our
Creator. Chain begins at Is 40:22 (p. 784).
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above the earth across the expanse of
the sky.” 21 So God created the large seacreatures a and every living creature
that moves and swarms in the water,
according to their kinds. He also creat
ed every winged creature according to
its kind. And God saw that it was good.
22 God blessed them: “Be fruitful, multi
ply, and fill the waters of the seas, and let
the birds multiply on the earth.” 23 Eve
ning came and then morning: the fifth
day.
24 Then God said, “Let the earth produce
living creatures according to their kinds:
livestock, creatures that crawl, and the
wildlife of the earth according to their
kinds.” And it was so. 25 So God made the
wildlife of the earth according to their
kinds, the livestock according to their
kinds, and all the creatures that crawl on

2

t he ground according to their kinds. And
God saw that it was good.
26 Then God said, “Let us make man b in c
our image, according to our likeness. They
will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the
sky, the livestock, the whole earth, d and
the creatures that crawl e on the earth.”
27 So God created man
in his own image;
		he created him in f the image of God;
		he created them male and female.
28 God blessed them, and God said to
them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth,
and subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea,
the birds of the sky, and every creature
that crawls g on the earth.” 29 God also
said, “Look, I have given you every seedbearing plant on the surface of the entire
earth and every tree whose fruit contains
seed. This will be food for you, 30 for all the

1:24. Apologetics. Scientology. Did mankind evolve from light? In Creation, the divine mandate is that each species multiply “according to their kinds.” This is a direct contradiction of evolution, which claims that one species creates another one. See also Gn 5:3 (p. 7). Chain begins at Is 42:5 (p. 786).
1:24. Apologetics. Atheism. Are humans a product of evolution? In Creation, the divine mandate is that each species multiply “according to their kinds.” This is a direct contradiction of evolution, which claims that one species creates another one. See also Gn 5:3 (p. 7). Chain begins at Is 42:5 (p. 786).
1:24. Apologetics. Rajneesh movement. Did humans evolve from apes? In Creation, the divine mandate is that
each species multiply “according to their kinds.” This is a direct contradiction of evolution, which claims that one species creates another one. See also Gn 5:3 (p. 7). Chain begins at Is 42:5 (p. 786).
1:26. Apologetics. Christian Science. Since man was created in the image and likeness of God, is it spiritually possible for man to achieve whatever is possible for the Lord? We are similar to God in nature but not in power, just as
our image in the mirror reflects our appearance but not our substance. See also Jb 37:23 (p. 566).
1:26. Apologetics. Gnosticism; Rosicrucianism. Are we all, in part, God? We are similar to God in nature but not
in power, just as our image in the mirror reflects our appearance but not our substance. See also Jb 37:23 (p. 566).
1:26,27. Apologetics. Buddhism; Zen Buddhism; Spiritism; New Age; Gnosticism; Hinduism; Hare Krishna; Rosicrucianism; Rajneesh movement. Reincarnation. Man is God’s creation, and was not eternally present as a spirit. See
also Ps 139:13 (p. 670).
1:26,27. Christian Doctrine. Human beings. Image of God. In all Creation, only humans were made “in the image of
God.” We were made similar to God and to represent him. Our similarity to God is spiritual, emotional and intellectual,
not physical. See also Ec 7:29 (p. 729).
1:27. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Suicide. God values our life highly. He considers us very valuable as His creation, because He made us in His image. See also 1Pt 1:18,19 (p. 1379). Chain begins at Jr 31:3 (p. 859).
1:27. Counseling. Family. Abortion. Life in the womb. God wanted to share the imprint of His image with every child.
See also Ac 17:26 (p. 1232).
1:27,28. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Homosexuality. Are homosexuals born or made? The commandment in this
passage can only be fulfilled through a heterosexual relationship. Man and woman complement each other to procreate as God commanded. See also Gn 1:31 (p. 3). Chain begins at Gn 2:18 (p. 4).
1:27,28. Apologetics. Satanism. Are human beings like any other animal? Unlike the rest of creation, God made
man in His image. He distinguished man by making him different and superior. Chain begins at 2Pt 2:12 (p. 1387).
1:28. Counseling. Family. Marriage. Its origin. Disrespecting marriage or considering it an old fashioned relationship
is ignoring God’s commandment and limiting His blessing. The family is God’s plan for humanity. See also Mk 10:8,9
(p. 1104). Chain begins at Gn 2:7,18 (p. 3).
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Genesis 2:13

earth and the heavens, 5 no shrub of the
 eld had yet grown on the land, m and no
fi
plant of the field had yet sprouted, for the
Lord God had not made it rain on the
land, and there was no man to work
the ground. 6 But mist would come up
from the earth and water all the ground.
7 Then the Lord God formed the man out
of the dust from the ground and breathed
the breath of life into his nostrils, and
the man became a living being.
8 The Lord God planted a garden in
Eden, in the east, and there he placed
the man he had formed. 9 The Lord God
caused to grow out of the ground every
tree pleasing in appearance and good for
food, including the tree of life in the mid
dle of the garden, as well as the tree of the
Deeper Waters
knowledge of good and evil.
10 A river went n out from Eden to wa
CREATION Universe. Formation, production.
Genesis 2:3
ter the garden. From there it divided
and became the source of four rivers. o
11 The name of the first is Pishon, which
Man and Woman in the Garden
flows through the entire land of Havilah, p
4 These are the records of the heavens where there is gold. 12 Gold from that land
and the earth, concerning their creation. is pure; q bdellium r and onyx s are also
At the time l that the Lord God made the there. 13 The name of the second river is
wildlife of the earth, for every bird of the
sky, and for every creature that crawls on
the earth — everything having the breath
of life in it — I have given h every green
plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw
all that he had made, and it was very good
indeed. Evening came and then morning:
the sixth day.
So the heavens and the earth and ev
erything in them were completed.
2 On the seventh i day God had complet
ed his work that he had done, and he rest
ed j on the seventh day from all his work
that he had done. 3 God blessed the sev
enth day and declared it holy, for on it
he rested from all his work of creation. k

2

a 1:21 Or

created sea monsters b 1:26 Or human beings ; Hb ‘adam, also in v. 27 c 1:26 Or as d 1:26 Syr reads
sky, and over every animal of the land e 1:26 Or scurry f 1:27 Or man as his own image; he created him as
g 1:28 Or and all scurrying animals h 1:30 I have given added for clarity i 2:2 Sam, LXX, Syr read sixth
j 2:2 Or ceased, also in v. 3 k 2:3 Lit work that God created to make l 2:4 Lit creation on the day m 2:5 Or earth
n 2:10 Or goes o 2:10 Lit became four heads p 2:11 Or of the Havilah q 2:12 Lit good r 2:12 A yellowish,
transparent gum resin s 2:12 Identity of this precious stone uncertain
1:31. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Homosexuality. Are homosexuals born or made? We must not insist on changing what God has already declared is good, that is, heterosexual marriage. See also 1Co 10:23 (p. 1280). Chain begins
at Gn 2:18 (p. 4).
2:1-3. Apologetics. Atheism. Was the universe created by accident and did it develop by chance? The theory of
evolution suggests that the universe began with an explosion: the Big Bang. However, it does not explain the origin
of matter. So, what exploded? How can it be scientifically stated that “nothing” exploded but millions of galaxies and all the
mass of the universe came from it? There is no scientific explanation for the origin of the universe, since its origin does not
come from natural processes. God created it all from nothing. See also Ps 104:24,25 (p. 646).
2:4. Apologetics. Atheism. Is it true that God does not exist? In the 1920s, Hubble, the scientist, discovered that
the universe is expanding. For this to be true, there must be a beginning, a moment when the expansion began. Some
scientists developed the Big Bang theory, which affirms that everything developed from a single explosion. However, they
do not explain how or when the original matter appeared. Something eternal must have given a beginning to what is finite.
The scientist answers, “I don’t know.” The Bible states that the eternal God created it all. See also Pr 16:4 (p. 701).
2:7,18. Counseling. Family. Marriage. Its origin. God provided for the man and woman’s need for fellowship for the
joy of both. See also Gn 1:28 (p. 2).
2:8,9. Apologetics. Unification Church. Was Adam and Eve’s sin sexual in nature? Did Eve have sexual intercourse
with Lucifer? Genesis is a historic book. God planted a tree in Eden and called it the tree of “the knowledge of good
and evil.” Though we might argue that the name is symbolic, it is clear that it was a tree. See also Gn 2:16,17 (p. 4).
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Gihon, which flows through the entire
land of Cush. 14 The name of the third river
is Tigris, which runs east of Assyria. And
the fourth river is the Euphrates.
15 The Lord God took the man and
placed him in the garden of Eden to work
it and watch over it. 16 And the Lord God
commanded the man, “You are free to eat
from any tree of the garden, 17 but you
must not eat from the tree of the knowl
edge of good and evil, for on the day you
eat from it, you will certainly die.” 18 Then
the Lord God said, “It is not good for the
man to be alone. I will make a helper
corresponding to him.” 19 The Lord God
formed out of the ground every wild ani
mal and every bird of the sky, and brought
each to the man to see what he would
call it. And whatever the man called a
living creature, that was its name. 20 The
man gave names to all the livestock, to the
birds of the sky, and to every wild animal;
but for the man a no helper was found
corresponding to him. 21 So the Lord God
caused a deep sleep to come over the man,
and he slept. God took one of his ribs and
closed the flesh at that place. 22 Then the
Lord God made the rib he had taken from

4

the man into a woman and brought her
t o the man. 23 And the man said:
		 This one, at last, is bone of my bone
		 and flesh of my flesh;
		 this one will be called “woman,”
		 for she was taken from man.
24 This is why a man leaves his father and
mother and bonds with his wife, and they
become one flesh. 25 Both the man and his
wife were naked, yet felt no shame.

The Temptation and the Fall
Now the serpent was t he m
 ost cun
ning of all the wild animals that the
Lord God had m
 ade. He said to the wom
an, “Did God really say, ‘You can’t eat from
any tree in the garden’? ”
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We
may eat the fruit from the trees in the
garden. 3 But about the fruit of the tree in
the middle of the garden, God said, ‘You
must not eat it or touch it, or you will die.’ ”
4 “No! You will not die,” the serpent said
to the woman. 5 “In fact, God knows that
when b you eat it your eyes will be opened
and you will be like God, c knowing good
and evil.” 6 The woman saw that the tree

3

2:16,17. Apologetics. Mormonism. Was Adam’s sin part of God’s plan and did it benefit humanity? God gave Adam
free will, the ability to choose between good and evil. However, God warned him that the consequence of disobedience would be certain death. See also Gn 3:10 (p. 5).
2:16,17. Apologetics. Unification Church. Was Adam and Eve’s sin sexual in nature? Did Eve have sexual intercourse with Lucifer? God allowed man to eat from all trees except from one. This tree provided a way for Adam and
Eve to glorify God through obedience. See also Gn 3:6 (p. 4). Chain begins at Gn 2:8,9 (p. 3).
2:18. Counseling. Family. Authority. Of the husband. The husband needs a partner who can support him, as he needs
it. As head of the home, he must validate his wife’s ideas and her ability to help him. See also Mt 18:19 (p. 1072). Chain
begins at 1Co 11:3 (p. 1281).
2:18. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Homosexuality. Are homosexuals born or made? By creating the opposite sex,
God provided for the human need for fellowship. See also Gn 2:24 (p. 4).
2:24. Apologetics. Mormonism. Is marriage eternal and necessary for greater sanctification? The marriage covenant is in effect while we are in this world. See also 1Co 7:8,9 (p. 1276).
2:24. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Homosexuality. Are homosexuals born or made? The union of man and woman is the only covenant of marital love and sexual relationship designed by God. See also Gn 1:27,28 (p. 2). Chain
begins at Gn 2:18 (p. 4).
3:1-24. Christian Doctrine. Sin. The fall of man. Adam and Eve’s disobedience interrupted the harmony of the Garden of Eden. The devil, disguised as a serpent, tempted the woman and caused her to sin. She, in turn, led her husband
to sin. God cursed the serpent and then proceeded to cover Adam and Eve after punishing them. He is the only one who can
cover our sins. See also Rm 5:12-21 (p. 1254).
3:6. Apologetics. Unification Church. Was Adam and Eve’s sin sexual in nature? Did Eve have sexual intercourse
with Lucifer? The woman literally ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Viewing this as an allegory of a
sexual act is completely ignoring the first three chapters of the Bible to distort the passage. Eve ate, but her sin was disobedience. See also Gn 3:7 (p. 5). Chain begins at Gn 2:8,9 (p. 3).
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Genesis 3:17

14 So the Lord God said to the serpent:
		Because you have done this,
		you are cursed more than
any livestock
		and more than any wild animal.
		You will move on your belly
		and eat dust all the days of your life.
15 I will put hostility between you
and the woman,
		and between your offspring
Sin ’s Consequences
and her offspring.
8 Then the man and his wife heard the 		He will strike your head,
sound of the Lord God walking in the 		and you will strike his heel.
garden at the time of the evening breeze, d
16 He said to the woman:
and they hid from the Lord God among
the trees of the garden. 9 So the Lord God 		I will intensify your labor pains;
called out to the man and said to him, 		you will bear children with painful
effort.
“Where are you? ”
10 And he said, “I heard you e in the gar 		Your desire will be
for your husband,
den, a nd I w
 as a fraid because I was na
		yet he will rule over you.
ked, so I hid.”
11 Then he asked, “Who told you that you
were naked? Did you eat from the tree
17 And he said to the man, “Because you
that I commanded you not to eat from? ” listened to your wife and ate from the tree
12 The man replied, “The woman you about which I commanded you, ‘Do not
gave to be with me — she gave me some eat from it’:
		The ground is cursed
fruit from the tree, and I ate.”
because of you.
13 So the Lord God asked the woman,
		You will eat from it by means of
“What is this you have done? ”
painful labor f
And the woman said, “The serpent de
ceived me, and I ate.”
		all the days of your life.
 as good for food and delightful to look
w
at, and that it was desirable for obtaining
wisdom. So she took some of its fruit and
ate it; she also gave some to her husband,
who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then
the eyes of both of them were opened,
and they knew they were naked; so they
sewed fig leaves together and made cov
erings for themselves.

a 2:20 Or

for Adam b 3:5 Lit on the day c 3:5 Or gods, or divine beings d 3:8 Lit at the wind of the day e 3:10 Lit the
sound of you f 3:17 Lit it through pain

3:7. Apologetics. Unification Church. Was Adam and Eve’s sin sexual in nature? Did Eve have sexual intercourse
with Lucifer? The fact that Adam and Eve made coverings for themselves proves their ignorance and the immediate
effect of sin. Instead of coming to God, they tried to hide their shame. Nobody can hide from God and only Jesus removes
our shame. Chain begins at Gn 2:8,9 (p. 3).
3:8. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Concerning sin. Nature and origin of sin. Adam and Eve were aware of their
disobedience to God. Their guilt led them to hide. See also 2Sm 24:10 (p. 349). Chain begins at Rm 3:10 (p. 1251).
3:10. Apologetics. Mormonism. Was Adam’s sin part of God’s plan and did it benefit humanity? After doing
wrong, we see the negative effects of sin: Adam was afraid of God. See also Gn 3:17 (p. 5). Chain begins at Gn
2:16,17 (p. 4).
3:10. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Fear. Of consequences. We wrongly try to hide from God’s presence to cover our
faults. See also 1Jn 4:17,18 (p. 1394). Chain begins at Pr 28:1 (p. 717).
3:11-15. Apologetics. Atheism. Is the Bible just another book? No other book is like the Bible. Though it was written
by over 40 authors, over a span of 1500 years, on three continents and in three languages, it has perfect continuity
from beginning to end. It develops the fall of man and the promise of the Messiah from cover to cover and reaches a climax
in Revelation, with the glorious return of Jesus and the return of creation to the perfection of Eden. See also Jr 36:28 (p. 868).
3:17. Apologetics. Mormonism. Was Adam’s sin part of God’s plan and did it benefit humanity? God chastised and
punished Adam and cursed the whole earth because of man’s sin. Nothing good came of the fall. Chain begins at Gn
2:16,17 (p. 4).
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18 It will produce thorns and thistles
for you,
		and you will eat the plants
of the field.
19 You will eat bread a by the sweat
of your brow
		until you return to the ground,
		since you were taken
from it.
		For you are dust,
		and you will return to dust.”
20 The man named his wife Eve b be
cause s he w
 as t he mother of all t he liv
ing. 21 The Lord God made clothing from
skins for the man and his wife, and he
clothed them.
22 The Lord God said, “Since the man
has become like one of us, knowing good
and evil, he must not reach out, take from
the tree of life, eat, and live forever.” 23 So
the Lord God sent him away from the
garden of Eden to work the ground from
which he was taken. 24 He drove the man
out and stationed the cherubim and the
flaming, whirling sword east of the gar
den of Eden to guard the way to the tree
of life.

Cain Murders Abel
The man was intimate with his wife
Eve, and she conceived and gave
birth to Cain. She said, “I have had a male
child with the Lord’s help.” c 2 She also
gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel
became a shepherd of flocks, but Cain
worked the ground. 3 In the course of
time Cain presented some of the land’s
produce as an off ering to the Lord.
4 And Abel also presented an off ering 
— some of the firstborn of his flock and
their fat portions. The Lord had regard
for Abel and his off ering, 5 but he did
not have regard for Cain and his off er
ing. Cain was furious, and he looked de
spondent. d

4

6

Deeper Waters
CHERUBIM Category of angels with wings,
whose primary role is to be a guardian or a helper.
Genesis 3:24 DESPONDENT Dejected, disheartened. Showing great discouragement or
hopelessness. Genesis 4:5

6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why
are you furious? And why do you look
despondent? e 7 If you do what is right,
won’t you be accepted? But if you do not
do what is right, sin is crouching at the
door. Its desire is for you, but you must
rule over it.”
8 Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go
out to the field.” f And while they were in
the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel
and killed him.
9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is
your brother Abel? ”
“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my
brother’s guardian? ”
10 Then he said, “What have you done?
Your brother’s blood cries out to me from
the ground! 11 So now you are cursed,
alienated from the ground that opened
its mouth to receive your brother’s blood
you have shed. g 12 If you work the ground,
it will never again give you its yield. You
will be a restless wanderer on the earth.”
13 But Cain answered the Lord, “My
punishment h is too great to bear! 14 Since
you are banishing me today from the face
of the earth, and I must hide from your
presence and become a restless wander
er on the earth, whoever finds me will
kill me.”
15 Then the Lord replied to him, “In that
case, i whoever kills Cain will suff er ven
geance seven times over.” j And he placed
a mark on Cain so that whoever found
him would not kill him. 16 Then Cain went
out from the Lord’s presence and lived in
the land of Nod, east of Eden.

3:24. Christian Doctrine. Angels. Servants of God. The angels carry out God’s specific instructions. Occasionally,
they have been entrusted with guarding and protecting very holy things. See also Lk 22:41-43 (p. 1161).
4:3-5,8. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Envy. Consequences. The reason for the first murder in human history was
envy. See also 1Sm 18:7-10 (p. 305).
4:6,7. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Depression. Causes. The guilt caused by sin leads to depression. See also
Ps 32:3-6 (p. 592). Chain begins at Rm 6:11-13 (p. 1255).
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The Line of Cain
17 Cain was intimate with his wife, and
she conceived and gave birth to Enoch.
Then Cain became the builder of a city,
and he named the city Enoch after his
son. 18 Irad was born to Enoch, Irad fa
thered Mehujael, Mehujael fathered
Methushael, and Methushael fathered
Lamech. 19 Lamech took two wives for
himself, one named Adah and the oth
er named Zillah. 20 Adah bore Jabal; he
was the father of t he nomadic herds
men. k 21 His brother was named Jubal;
he was the father of all who play the
lyre and the flute. 22 Zillah bore Tubalcain, w ho m ade a ll k inds o f b ronze
and iron tools. Tubal-cain’s sister was
Naamah.
23 Lamech said to his wives:
		 Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
		 wives of Lamech, pay attention
to my words.
		 For I killed a man
for wounding me,
		 a young man for striking me.
24 If Cain is to be avenged
seven times over,
		 then for Lamech it will be
seventy‑seven times!
25 Adam was intimate with his wife
again, and she gave birth to a son and
named him Seth, for she said, “God has
given l me another child m in place of Abel,
since Cain killed him.” 26 A son was born
to Seth also, and he named him Enosh.
At that time people began to call on the
name of the Lord.

Genesis 5:19

The Line of Seth
This is the document containing the
family n records of Adam. o On the day
that God created man, p he made him in
the likeness of God; 2 he created them
male and female. When they were cre
ated, he blessed them and called them
mankind. q
3 Adam was 130 years old when he fa
thered a son in his likeness, according to
his image, and named him Seth. 4 Adam
lived 800 years after he fathered Seth,
and he fathered other sons and daugh
ters. 5 So Adam’s life lasted 930 years; then
he died.
6 Seth was 105 years old when he fa
thered Enosh. 7 Seth lived 807 years after
he fathered Enosh, and he fathered other
sons and daughters. 8 So Seth’s life lasted
912 years; then he died.
9 Enosh was 90 years old when he fa
thered Kenan. 10 Enosh lived 815 years af
ter he fathered Kenan, and he fathered
other sons and daughters. 11 So Enosh’s
life lasted 905 years; then he died.
12 Kenan was 70 years old when he fa
thered Mahalalel. 13 Kenan lived 840 years
after he fathered Mahalalel, and he fa
thered other sons and daughters. 14 So
Kenan’s life lasted 910 years; then he died.
15 Mahalalel was 65 years old when
he fathered Jared. 16 Mahalalel lived 830
years after he fathered Jared, and he fa
thered other sons and daughters. 17 So
Mahalalel’s life lasted 895 years; then he
died.
18 Jared was 162 years old when he fa
thered Enoch. 19 Jared lived 800 years

5

a 3:19 Or food b 3:20 Lit Living, or Life c 4:1 Lit the Lord d 4:5 Lit and his face fell e 4:6 Lit why has your face
fallen f 4:8 Sam, LXX, Syr, Vg; MT omits “Let’s go out to the field.” g 4:11 Lit blood from your hand h 4:13 Or sin
i 4:15 LXX, Syr, Vg read “Not so!” j 4:15 Or suffer severely k 4:20 Lit the dweller of tent and livestock l 4:25 The Hb
word for given sounds like the name “Seth.” m 4:25 Lit seed n 5:1 Lit written family o 5:1 Or mankind p 5:1 Or Adam,
human beings q 5:2 Hb ‘adam

5:1. Apologetics. Mormonism. Is Adam God? God created Adam. See also Jn 14:9,10 (p. 1193).
5:3. Apologetics. Scientology. Did mankind evolve from light? Man is subject to multiplying “according to his image,” according to God’s law. God’s plan does not include evolution. Chain begins at Is 42:5 (p. 786).
5:3. Apologetics. Atheism. Are humans a product of evolution? Man is subject to multiplying “according to his image,” according to God’s law. God’s plan does not include evolution. Chain begins at Is 42:5 (p. 786).
5:3. Apologetics. Rajneesh movement. Did humans evolve from apes? Man is subject to multiplying “according to
his image”, according to God’s law. God’s plan does not include evolution. Chain begins at Is 42:5 (p. 786).
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after he fathered Enoch, and he fathered
other sons and daughters. 20 So Jared’s life
lasted 962 years; then he died.
21 Enoch was 65 years old when he fa
thered Methuselah. 22 And after he fa
thered Methuselah, Enoch walked with
God 300 years and fathered other sons
and daughters. 23 So Enoch’s life lasted
365 years. 24 Enoch walked with God; then
he was not there because God took him.
25 Methuselah was 187 years old when
he fathered Lamech. 26 Methuselah lived
782 years after he fathered Lamech, and
he fathered other sons and daughters.
27 So Methuselah’s life lasted 969 years;
then he died.
28 Lamech was 182 years old when he fa
thered a son. 29 And he named him Noah, a
saying, “This one will bring us relief from
the agonizing labor of our hands, caused
by the ground the Lord has cursed.” 30 La
mech lived 595 years after he fathered
Noah, and he fathered other sons and
daughters. 31 So Lamech’s life lasted 777
years; then he died.
32 Noah was 500 years old, and he fa
thered Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

Sons of God and Daughters of Mankind
When mankind began to multiply on
the earth and daughters were born
to them, 2 the sons of God saw that the
daughters of mankind were beautiful,
and they took any they chose as wives b
for themselves. 3 And the Lord said, “My
Spirit will not remain c with d mankind
forever, because they are corrupt. e Their
days will be 120 years.” 4 The Nephilim f
were on the earth both in those days and
afterward, when the sons of God came
to the daughters of mankind, who bore
children to them. They were the power
ful men of old, the famous men.

6

Judgment Decreed
5 When the Lord s aw t hat human wick
edness was widespread on the earth and
that every inclination of the human mind
was nothing but evil all the time, 6 the
Lord regretted t hat he h
 ad made man

8

 n the earth, and he was deeply grieved. g
o
7 Then the Lord said, “I will wipe mankind,
whom I created, off the face of the earth,
together with the animals, creatures that
crawl, and birds of the sky — for I regret
that I made them.” 8 Noah, however, found
favor with the Lord.

God Warns Noah
9 These are the family records of Noah.
Noah was a righteous man, blameless
among his contemporaries; Noah walked
with God. 10 And Noah fathered three
sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s
sight, and the earth was filled with wick
edness. h 12 God saw how corrupt the earth
was, for every creature had corrupted
its way on the earth. 13 Then God said to
Noah, “I have decided to put an end to ev
ery creature, for the earth is filled with
wickedness because of them; therefore
I am going to destroy them along with
the earth.
14 “Make yourself an ark of gopher i
wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cov
er it with pitch inside and outside. 15 This
is how you are to make it: The ark will
be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet
high. j 16 You are to make a roof, k finish
ing the sides of the ark to within eighteen
inches l of the roof. You are to put a door
in the side of the ark. Make it with lower,
middle, and upper decks.
17 “Understand that I am bringing a
flood — floodwaters on the earth to de
stroy every creature under heaven with
the breath of life in it. Everything on earth
will perish. 18 But I will establish my cov
enant with you, and you will enter the ark
with your sons, your wife, and your sons’
wives. 19 You are also to bring into the
ark two of all the living creatures, male
and female, to keep them alive with you.
20 Two of everything — from the birds ac
cording to their kinds, from the livestock
according to their kinds, and from the an
imals that crawl on the ground according
to their kinds — will come to you so that
you can keep them alive. 21 Take with you

6:5. Christian Doctrine. Sin. Nature. The sinful nature of man is evident. See also 1Jn 3:8,9 (p. 1392). Chain begins
at 1Jn 3:4 (p. 1392).
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every kind of food that is eaten; gather it
as food for you and for them.” 22 And Noah
did this. He did everything that God had
commanded him.

Entering the Ark
Then the Lord said to Noah, “Enter the
ark, you and all your household, for I
have seen that you alone are righteous
before me in this generation. 2 You are to
take with you seven pairs, a male and its
female, of all the clean animals, and two
of the animals that are not clean, a male
and its female, 3 and seven pairs, male and
female, of the birds of the sky — in order
to keep offspring alive throughout the
earth. 4 Seven days from now I will make
it rain on the earth forty days and forty
nights, and every living thing I have made
I will wipe off the face of the earth.” 5 And
Noah did everything that the Lord com
manded him.
6 Noah was six hundred years old when
the flood came and water covered the
earth. 7 So Noah, his sons, his wife, and
his sons’ wives entered the ark because
of the floodwaters. 8 From the clean ani
mals, unclean animals, birds, and every
creature that crawls on the ground, 9 two
of each, male and female, came to Noah
and entered the ark, just as God had com
manded him. 10 Seven days later the flood
waters came on the earth.

7

The Flood
11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s
life, in the second month, on the seven
teenth day of the month, on that day all
the sources of the vast watery depths
burst open, the floodgates of the sky
were opened, 12 and the rain fell on the
earth forty days and forty nights. 13 On
that same day Noah along with his sons
Shem, Ham, and Japheth, Noah’s wife,
and his three sons’ wives entered the
ark with him. 14 They entered it with all
the wildlife according to their kinds, all

Genesis 8:3

livestock according to their kinds, all the
creatures that crawl on the earth accord
ing to their kinds, every flying creature 
— all the birds and every winged crea
ture — according to their kinds. 15 Two
of every creature that has the breath of
life in it came to Noah and entered the
ark. 16 Those that entered, male and fe
male of every creature, entered just as
God had commanded him. Then the Lord
shut him in.
17 The flood continued for forty days on
the earth; the water increased and lifted
up the ark so that it rose above the earth.
18 The water surged and increased great
ly on the earth, and the ark floated on
the surface of the water. 19 Then the wa
ter surged even higher on the earth, and
all the high mountains under the whole
sky were covered. 20 The mountains were
covered as the water surged above them
more than twenty feet. m 21 Every creature
perished — those that crawl on the earth,
birds, livestock, wildlife, and those that
swarm n on the earth, as well as all man
kind. 22 Everything with the breath of the
spirit of life in its nostrils — everything
on dry land died. 23 He wiped out every
living thing that was on the face of the
earth, from mankind to livestock, to crea
tures that crawl, to the birds of the sky,
and they were wiped off the earth. Only
Noah was left, and those that were with
him in the ark. 24 And the water surged
on the earth 150 days.

The Flood Recedes
God remembered Noah, as well as all
the wildlife and all the livestock that
were with him in the ark. God caused a
wind o to pass over the earth, and the wa
ter began to subside. 2 The sources of the
watery depths and the floodgates of
the sky were closed, and the rain from
the sky stopped. 3 The water steadily re
ceded from the earth, and by the end
of 150 days the water had decreased

8

a 5:29 In Hb, the name

Noah sounds like “bring us relief.” b 6:2 Or women c 6:3 Or strive d 6:3 Or in e 6:3 Lit flesh
was grieved to his heart h 6:11 Or
injustice, also in v. 13 i 6:14 Unknown species of tree; perhaps pine or cypress j 6:15 Or 300 cubits long, 50 cubits
wide, and 30 cubits high k 6:16 Or window, or hatch ; Hb uncertain l 6:16 Lit to a cubit m 7:20 Lit surged 15 cubits
n 7:21 Lit all the swarming swarms o 8:1 Or spirit ; Gn 1:2
f 6:4 Possibly means “fallen ones”; traditionally, “giants”; Nm 13:31-33 g 6:6 Lit
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significantly. 4 The ark came to rest in the
seventh month, on the seventeenth day of
the month, on the mountains of Ararat.
5 The water continued to recede until
the tenth month; in the tenth month, on
the first day of the month, the tops of the
mountains were visible. 6 After forty days
Noah opened the window of the ark that
he had made, 7 and he sent out a raven. It
went back and forth until the water had
dried up from the earth. 8 Then he sent out
a dove to see whether the water on the
earth’s surface had gone down, 9 but the
dove found no resting place for its foot. It
returned to him in the ark because water
covered the surface of the whole earth. He
reached out and brought it into the ark
to himself. 10 So Noah waited seven more
days and sent out the dove from the ark
again. 11 When the dove came to him at
evening, there was a plucked olive leaf in
its beak. So Noah knew that the water on
the earth’s surface had gone down. 12 Af
ter he had waited another seven days, he
sent out the dove, but it did not return to
him again. 13 In the six hundred and first
year, a in the first month, on the first day
of the month, the water that had covered
the earth was dried up. Then Noah re
moved t he ark’s cover a nd s aw t hat t he
surface of the ground was drying. 14 By the
twenty-seventh day of the second month,
the earth was dry.

The Lord’s Promise
15 Then God spoke to Noah, 16 “Come out
of the ark, you, your wife, your sons, and
your sons’ wives with you. 17 Bring out all
the living creatures b that are with you — 
birds, livestock, those that crawl on the
earth — and they will spread over the
earth and be fruitful and multiply on
the earth.” 18 So Noah, along with his sons,
his wife, and his sons’ wives, came out.
19 All the animals, all the creatures that
crawl, and all the flying creatures — ev
erything that moves on the earth — came
out of the ark by their families.
20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord.
He took some of every kind of clean ani
mal and every kind of clean bird and of
fered burnt off erings on the altar. 21 When
the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, he

01_Genesis.indd 10
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ALTAR Table on which sacrifices are offered. In
the Septuagint, a distinction is made between
thusiaste-rios, an altar designated by God, and
bo-mos, an altar or high place for pagan gods.
Genesis 8:20

said to himself, “I will never again curse
the ground because of human beings,
even though the inclination of the hu
man h
 eart i s evil from youth onward. A
 nd
I will never again strike down every liv
ing thing as I have done.
22 As long as the earth endures,
		 seedtime and harvest,
cold and heat,
		 summer and winter,
and day and night
		 will not cease.”

God’s Covenant with Noah
God blessed Noah and his sons and
said to them, “Be fruitful and multi
ply and fill the earth. 2 The fear and ter
ror of you will be in every living creature
on the earth, every bird of the sky, every
creature that crawls on the ground, and
all the fish of the sea. They are placed un
der your authority. c 3 Every creature that
lives and moves will be food for you; as
I gave the green plants, I have given you
everything. 4 However, you must not eat
meat with its lifeblood in it. 5 And I will
require a penalty for your lifeblood; d I
will require it from any animal and from
any human; if someone murders a fellow
human, I will require that person’s life. e
6 Whoever sheds human blood,
		 by humans his blood will be shed,
		 for God made humans in his image.
7 But you, be fruitful and multiply; spread
out over the earth and multiply on it.”
8 Then God said to Noah and his sons
with him, 9 “Understand that I am estab
lishing my covenant with you and your
descendants after you, 10 and with every
living creature that is with you — birds,
livestock, and all wildlife of the earth
that are with you — all the animals of
the earth that came out of the ark. 11 I es
tablish my covenant with you that never

9
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a gain will every creature be wiped out by
floodwaters; there will never again be a
flood to destroy the earth.”
12 And God said, “This is the sign of the
covenant I am making between me and
you and every living creature with you,
a covenant for all future generations: 13 I
have placed my bow in the clouds, and it
will be a sign of the covenant between me
and the earth. 14 Whenever I form clouds
over the earth and the bow appears in the
clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant
between me and you and all the living
creatures: f water will never again be
come a flood to destroy every creature.
16 The bow will be in the clouds, and I will
look at it and remember the permanent
covenant between God and all the living
creatures b on earth.” 17 God said to Noah,
“This is the sign of the covenant that I
have established between me and every
creature on earth.”

Prophecies about Noah ’s Family
18 Noah’s sons who came out of the ark
were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Ham was
the father of Canaan. 19 These three were
Noah’s sons, and from them the whole
earth was populated.
20 Noah, as a man of the soil, began by
planting g a vineyard. 21 He drank some of
the wine, became drunk, and uncovered
himself inside his tent. 22 Ham, the father
of Canaan, saw his father naked and told
his two brothers outside. 23 Then Shem
and Japheth took a cloak and placed it
over both their shoulders, and walking
backward, they covered their father’s na
kedness. Their faces were turned away,
and they did not see their father naked.
24 When Noah awoke from his drink
ing and learned what his youngest son
had done to him, 25 he said:

Genesis 10:12

		Canaan is cursed.
		He will be the lowest of slaves
to his brothers.
26 He also said:
		Blessed be the Lord, the God of Shem;
		Let Canaan be h Shem’s slave.
27 Let God extend Japheth; i
		let Japheth dwell in the tents
of Shem;
		let Canaan be Shem’s slave.
28 Now Noah lived 350 years after the
 ood. 29 So Noah’s life lasted 950 years;
fl
then he died.

The Table of Nations
These are the family records of
Noah’s sons, Shem, Ham, and Ja
pheth. They also had sons after the flood.
2 Japheth’s sons: Gomer, Magog, Mad
ai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras.
3 Gomer’s sons: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and
Togarmah. 4 And Javan’s sons: Elishah,
Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. j 5 From
these descendants, the peoples of the
coasts and islands spread out into their
lands according to their clans in their na
tions, each with its own language.
6 Ham’s sons: Cush, Mizraim, Put, and
Canaan. 7 Cush’s sons: Seba, Havilah, Sab
tah, Raamah, and Sabteca. And Raamah’s
sons: Sheba and Dedan.
8 Cush fathered Nimrod, who began to
be powerful in the land. 9 He was a pow
erful hunter in the sight of the Lord. That
is why it is said, “Like Nimrod, a power
ful hunter in the sight of the Lord.” 10 His
kingdom started with Babylon, Erech, k
Accad, l and Calneh, m in the land of Shi
nar. n 11 From that land he went to Assyr
ia and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-ir, Calah,
12 and Resen, between Nineveh and the
great city Calah.

10

a 8:13 = of Noah’s life b 8:17; 9:16 Lit creatures of all flesh c 9:2 Lit are given in your hand d 9:5 Lit And your
blood belonging to your life I will seek e 9:5 Lit any human; from the hand of a man his brother I will seek
the life of the human. f 9:15 Lit and creatures of all flesh g 9:20 Or Noah began to be a farmer and planted
h 9:26 As a wish or prayer; others interpret the verbs in vv. 26-27 as prophecy: Canaan will be . . . i 9:27 In Hb, the
name Japheth sounds like the word “extend.” j 10:4 Some Hb mss, Sam, LXX read Rodanim ; 1Ch 1:7 k 10:10 Or Uruk
l 10:10 Or Akkad m 10:10 Or and all of them n 10:10 Or in Babylonia

9:20-27. Counseling. Addictions. Drugs and alcohol. Consequences. Noah’s drunkenness brought a curse on
Canaan. See also Hs 4:11 (p. 981). Chain begins at Pr 21:17 (p. 709).
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13 Mizraim a fathered the people of Lud,
 nam, Lehab, Naphtuh, 14 Pathrus, Cas
A
luh (the Philistines came from them), and
Caphtor.
15 Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn
and Heth, 16 as well as the Jebusites, the
Amorites, the Girgashites, 17 the Hivites,
the Arkites, the Sinites, 18 the Arvadites,
the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. After
ward the Canaanite clans scattered. 19 The
Canaanite border went from Sidon going
toward Gerar as far as Gaza, and going
toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and
Zeboiim as far as Lasha.
20 These are Ham’s sons by their clans,
according to their languages, in their
lands and their nations.
21 And Shem, Japheth’s older brother,
also had sons. Shem was the father of all
the sons of Eber. 22 Shem’s sons were Elam,
Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram.
23 Aram’s sons: Uz, Hul, Gether, and
Mash.
24 Arpachshad fathered b Shelah, and
Shelah fathered Eber. 25 Eber had two
sons. One was named Peleg, c for during
his days the earth was divided; his broth
er was named Joktan. 26 And Joktan fa
thered Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth,
Jerah, 27 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28 Obal,
Abimael, Sheba, 29 Ophir, Havilah, and Jo
bab. All these were Joktan’s sons. 30 Their
settlements extended from Mesha to Se
phar, the eastern hill country.
31 These are Shem’s sons by their clans,
according to their languages, in their
lands and their nations.
32 These are the clans of Noah’s sons,
according to their family records, in their
nations. The nations on earth spread out
from these after the flood.

3 They said to each other, “Come, let us
make oven-fired bricks.” (They used brick
for stone and asphalt for mortar.) 4 And
they said, “Come, let us build ourselves
a city and a tower with its top in the sky.
Let us make a name for ourselves; oth
erwise, we will be scattered throughout
the earth.”
5 Then the Lord came down to look over
the city and the tower that the humans g
were building. 6 The Lord said, “If they
have begun to do this as one people all
having the same language, then noth
ing they plan to do will be impossible
for them. 7 Come, let’s go down there and
confuse their language so that they will
not understand one another’s speech.”
8 So from there the Lord scattered them
throughout the earth, and they stopped
building the city. 9 Therefore it is called
Babylon, h,i for there the Lord confused
the language of the whole earth, and from
there the Lord scattered them through
out the earth.

From Shem to Abram
10 These are the family records of Shem.
Shem lived 100 years and fathered Ar
pachshad two years after the flood. 11 Af
ter he fathered Arpachshad, Shem lived
500 years and fathered other sons and
daughters. 12 Arpachshad lived 35 years j
and fathered Shelah. 13 After he fathered
Shelah, Arpachshad lived 403 years and
fathered other sons and daughters.
14 Shelah lived 30 years and fathered
Eber. 15 After he fathered Eber, Shelah
lived 403 years and fathered other sons
and daughters. 16 Eber lived 34 years and
fathered Peleg. 17 After he fathered Pe
leg, Eber lived 430 years and fathered
other sons and daughters. 18 Peleg lived
The Tower of Babylon
30 years and fathered Reu. 19 After he fa
The whole earth had the same lan thered Reu, Peleg lived 209 years and fa
guage and vocabulary. d 2 As people e thered other sons and daughters. 20 Reu
migrated from the east, f they f ound a val lived 32 years and fathered Serug. 21 Af
ley in the land of Shinar and settled there. ter he fathered Serug, Reu lived 207 years

11

11:2,3. Apologetics. Archaeology. Is the Bible historically accurate? Moses writes with precision about a far off
time, much before his lifetime, and about a strange land, Mesopotamia, where bricks and asphalt were used in construction. In Egypt and Canaan, stone was used. See also Jos 11:10,11 (p. 235).
11:7. Apologetics. Judaism. Is there only God the Father, and therefore does the Trinity not exist? God Himself
affirms His plurality when He declares, “let's go down.” See also Ps 110:1 (p. 653).
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MATTHEW
The Genealogy of Jesus Christ
An account of the genealogy of Jesus
Christ, the Son of David, the Son of
Abraham:

1

From Abraham to David
2 Abraham fathered a Isaac,
		 Isaac fathered Jacob,
		 Jacob fathered Judah
and his brothers,
3 Judah fathered Perez and Zerah
by Tamar,
		 Perez fathered Hezron,
		 Hezron fathered Aram,
4 Aram fathered Amminadab,
		 Amminadab fathered Nahshon,
		 Nahshon fathered Salmon,
5 Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab,
		 Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth,
		 Obed fathered Jesse,
6 and Jesse fathered King David.
From David to the Babylonian Exile
		 David fathered Solomon b
by Uriah’s wife,
7 Solomon fathered Rehoboam,
		 Rehoboam fathered Abijah,
		 Abijah fathered Asa, c
8 Asa c fathered Jehoshaphat,
		 Jehoshaphat fathered Joram, d
		 Joram fathered Uzziah,
9 Uzziah fathered Jotham,
		 Jotham fathered Ahaz,
		 Ahaz fathered Hezekiah,
10 Hezekiah fathered Manasseh,
		 Manasseh fathered Amon, e
		 Amon fathered Josiah,
11 and Josiah fathered Jeconiah
and his brothers
		 at the time of the exile to Babylon.

Deeper Waters
CHRIST Anointed. Messiah. Jesus. Matthew 1:1

From the Exile to the Christ
12 After the exile to Babylon
		 Jeconiah fathered Shealtiel,
		 Shealtiel fathered Zerubbabel,
13 Zerubbabel fathered Abiud,
		 Abiud fathered Eliakim,
		 Eliakim fathered Azor,
14 Azor fathered Zadok,
		 Zadok fathered Achim,
		 Achim fathered Eliud,
15 Eliud fathered Eleazar,
		 Eleazar fathered Matthan,
		 Matthan fathered Jacob,
16 and Jacob fathered Joseph
the husband of Mary,
		 who gave birth to Jesus
who is called the Christ.
17 So all the generations from Abraham
t o David were fourteen generations; and
from David until the exile to Babylon,
fourteen generations; and from the ex
ile to Babylon until the Christ, fourteen
generations.

The Nativity of the Christ
18 The birth of Jesus Christ came about
this way: After his mother Mary had been
engaged f to Joseph, it was discovered
before they came together that she was
pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 So her
husband Joseph, being a righteous man,
and not wanting to disgrace her publicly,
decided to divorce her secretly.

1:18-23. Christian Doctrine. Jesus Christ. Virgin birth. Jesus was miraculously conceived in Mary’s womb by the
power of the Holy Spirit. See also Gl 4:4,5 (p. 1306).
1:18. Apologetics. Mormonism. Did Mary conceive Jesus from the god Adam? Jesus was conceived supernaturally
by the power of the Holy Spirit. Chain begins at Is 7:14 (p. 748).
1:18. Apologetics. Unification Church. Was Jesus born from an adulterous relationship between Mary and Zechariah, and not born of a virgin? Jesus was conceived supernaturally by the power of the Holy Spirit. Chain begins at
Is 7:14 (p. 748).
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20 But after he had considered these
t hings, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of Da
vid, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your
wife, because what has been conceived
in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will
give birth to a son, and you are to name
him Jesus, because he will save his peo
ple from their sins.”
22 Now all this took place to fulfill what
was spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:
23 See, the virgin will
become pregnant
		and give birth to a son,
		and they will
name him Immanuel, g
which is translated “God is with us.”
24 When Joseph woke up, he did as the
Lord’s angel had commanded him. He
married her 25 but did not have sexual re
lations with her until she gave birth to a
son. h And he named him Jesus.

Matthew 2:15

		Because out of you will come
a ruler
		who will shepherd my people
Israel.” j

7 Then Herod secretly summoned the
 ise men and asked them the exact time
w
the star appeared. 8 He sent them to Beth
lehem and said, “Go and search carefully
for the child. When you find him, report
back to me so that I too can go and wor
ship him.” k
9 After hearing the king, they went on
their way. And there it was — the star
they had seen at its rising. It led them un
til it came and stopped above the place
where the child was. 10 When they saw
the star, they were overwhelmed with
joy. 11 Entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother, and falling
to their knees, they worshiped him. l Then
they opened their treasures and present
ed him with gifts: gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream
Wise Men Visit the King
not to go back to Herod, they returned
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem to their own country by another route.
of Judea in the days of King Herod,
wise men from the east arrived in Je
Deeper Waters
rusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we saw MYRRH Balm. Aromatic substance used for var
his star at its rising and have come to ious purposes in the ancient Middle East: it was
added as an ingredient to anointing oil, applied as
worship him.” i
3 When King Herod heard this, he was perfume, and offered as a gift. Matthew 2:11
deeply disturbed, and all Jerusalem with
him. 4 So he assembled all the chief priests
and scribes of the people and asked them The Flight into Egypt
where the Christ would be born.
13 After they were gone, an angel of the
5 “In Bethlehem of Judea,” they told him, Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, say
“because this is what was written by the ing, “Get up! Take the child and his moth
prophet:
er, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell
6 And you, Bethlehem, in the land
you. For Herod is about to search for the
of Judah,
child to kill him.” 14 So he got up, took the
		 are by no means least
child and his mother during the night,
among the rulers of Judah:
and escaped to Egypt. 15 He stayed there

2

a 1:2 In vv. 2-16 either a son, as here, or a later descendant, as in v. 8 b 1:6 Other mss add King c 1:7,8 Other mss read
Asaph d 1:8 = Jehoram e 1:10 Other mss read Amos f 1:18 Or betrothed g 1:23 Is 7:14 h 1:25 Other mss read to
her firstborn son i 2:2 Or to pay him homage j 2:6 Mc 5:2 k 2:8 Or and pay him homage l 2:11 Or they paid him
homage

1:23. Apologetics. Unification Church. Have Mr. and Mrs. Moon achieved oneness with God? Are they the full and
perfect revelation of God? Jesus is the full revelation of the Father and is God among men. See also Mt 23:10 (p. 1079).
Chain begins at Jn 14:8,9 (p. 1193).
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until Herod’s death, so that what was 		A voice of one crying out
in the wilderness:
spoken by the Lord through the prophet
might be fulfilled: Out of Egypt I called 		Prepare the way
for the Lord;
my Son. a
		make his paths straight! d
The Massacre of the Innocents
16 Then Herod, when he realized that he
4 Now John had a camel-hair garment
had been outwitted by the wise men, flew with a leather belt around his waist, and
into a rage. He gave orders to massacre his food was locusts and wild honey.
all the boys in and around Bethlehem 5 Then people from Jerusalem, all Judea,
who were two years old and under, in and all the vicinity of the Jordan were go
keeping with the time he had learned ing out to him, 6 and they were baptized
from the wise men. 17 Then what was spo by him in the Jordan River, confessing
ken through Jeremiah the prophet was their sins.
fulfilled:
7 When he saw many of the Pharisees
18 A voice was heard in Ramah,
and Sadducees coming to his baptism,
		weeping, b and great mourning,
he said to them, “Brood of vipers! Who
		Rachel weeping
warned you to flee from the coming
for her children;
wrath? 8 Therefore produce fruit con
		and she refused to be consoled,
sistent with e repentance. 9 And don’t
		because they are no more. c
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you
The Return to Nazareth
that God is able to raise up children for
19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord Abraham from these stones. 10 The ax is
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, already at the root of the trees. There
20 saying, “Get up, take the child and his fore, every tree that doesn’t produce
mother, and go to the land of Israel, be good fruit will be cut down and thrown
cause those who intended to kill the child into the fire.
11 “I baptize you with f water for repen
are dead.” 21 So he got up, took the child
and his mother, and entered the land of tance, but the one who is coming after me
Israel. 22 But when he heard that Arche is more powerful than I. I am not worthy
laus was ruling over Judea in place of his to remove g his sandals. He himself will
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
And being warned in a dream, he with 12 His winnowing shovel is in his hand,
drew to the region of Galilee. 23 Then he and he will clear his threshing floor and
went and settled in a town called Naza gather his wheat into the barn. But the
reth to fulfill what was spoken through chaff he will burn with fire that never
the prophets, that he would be called a goes out.”
Nazarene.
The Baptism of Jesus
The Herald of the Christ
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John
In those days John the Baptist came, at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 But
preaching in the wilderness of Judea John tried to stop him, saying, “I need to
2 and saying, “Repent, because the king be baptized by you, and yet you come to
dom of heaven has come near! ” 3 For he me? ”
is the one spoken of through the prophet
15 Jesus answered him, “Allow it for now,
Isaiah, who said:
because this is the way for us to fulfill all

3

3:2. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Concerning sin. Repentance. God’s Word gives us the solution to the problem of
sin: repentance and faith in Jesus. See also Ps 32:1-5 (p. 592).
3:8-10. Christian Doctrine. The fruit of the Spirit. What is it? Jesus challenges us to show true fruit of repentance
by abandoning any practice that does not please God. He also warns us about the end of those who do not leave the
wrong path. Chain begins at Gl 5:22,23 (p. 1308).
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righteousness.” Then John allowed him
to be baptized.
16 When Jesus was baptized, he went up
immediately from the water. The heavens
suddenly opened for him, h and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove and
coming down on him. 17 And a voice from
heaven said: “This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well-pleased.”

The Temptation of Jesus
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted by
the devil. 2 After he had fasted forty days
and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 Then
the tempter approached him and said, “If

4

Deeper Waters
DEVIL Satan, demon, slanderer. Matthew 4:1

y ou are the Son of God, tell these stones
to become bread.”
4 He answered, “It is written: Man must
not live on bread alone but on every
word that comes from the mouth of
God.” i
5 Then the devil took him to the holy
city, had him stand on the pinnacle of the
temple, 6 and said to him, “If you are the
Son of God, throw yourself down. For it
is written:

Matthew 4:15

		He will give his angels orders
concerning you,
		and they will support you
with their hands
		so that you will not strike
		your foot against a stone.” j
7 Jesus told him, “It is also written: Do
not test the Lord your God.” k
8 Again, the devil took him to a very
high mountain and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world and their splen
dor. 9 And he said to him, “I will give you
all these things if you will fall down and
worship me.” l
10 Then Jesus told him, “Go away, m Sa
tan! For it is written: Worship the Lord
your God, and serve only him.” n
11 Then the devil left him, and angels
came and began to serve him.

Ministry in Galilee
12 When he heard that John had been ar
rested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13 He left
Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum
by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and
Naphtali. 14 This was to fulfill what was
spoken through the prophet Isaiah:
15 Land of Zebulun and land
of Naphtali,
		along the road by the sea,
beyond the Jordan,
		Galilee of the Gentiles.

a 2:15 Hs 11:1 b 2:18 Other mss read

Ramah, lamentation, and weeping, c 2:18 Jr 31:15 d 3:3 Is 40:3 e 3:8 Lit fruit
worthy of
in
to carry h 3:16 Other mss omit for him i 4:4 Dt 8:3 j 4:6 Ps 91:11-12 k 4:7 Dt 6:16
l 4:9 Or and pay me homage m 4:10 Other mss read “Get behind me n 4:10 Dt 6:13
f 3:11 Or

g 3:11 Or

3:16,17. Apologetics. Islam; Christian Science. Is God a triune God? The Father spoke of the Son and the Holy
Spirit was present, showing three distinct persons that coexist. See also Ac 5:3,4 (p. 1212). Chain begins at Jn 10:30
(p. 1186).
3:16,17. Christian Doctrine. God. The Trinity. All three persons of the Trinity were present at the baptism of Jesus.
The Father confirmed that He had sent the Son, the Son accepted His mission, and the Holy Spirit rested on Jesus and
was revealed through Him. See also 1Co 8:6a (p. 1278). Chain begins at Ti 3:4-6 (p. 1354).
4:4. Christian Doctrine. The Word of God. Purpose. Jesus states that His Word is spiritual food for our lives. See also
Rm 10:13-17 (p. 1261).
4:4. Devotion. Reading the Word. Daily reading. God’s Word is spiritual food. We must feed our spirits the same way
we feed our bodies. See Dt 17:18-19a (p. 203).
4:10. Apologetics. Jehovah’s Witnesses. Is Jesus the archangel Michael? Unlike the archangel Michael, Jesus re
buked Satan with authority. The Bible teaches that Jesus is greater than any angel. See also Mc 5:2 (p. 1013). Chain
begins at Jd 9 (p. 1398).
4:10,11. Christian Doctrine. Angels. Servants of God. The angels supported and encouraged Jesus while He was
tempted on earth. See also Mt 13:41 (p. 1065). Chain begins at Gn 3:24 (p. 6).
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16 The people who live
The Sermon on the Mount
in darkness
		have seen a great light,
When he saw the crowds, he went
		and for those living
up on the mountain, and after he sat
in the land of the shadow
 own, his disciples came to him. 2 Then f
d
of death,
he began to teach them, saying:
		a light has dawned. a,b
17 From then on Jesus began to preach,
Deeper Waters
“Repent, because the kingdom of heav
DISCIPLE Apprentice, student. Matthew 5:1
en has come near.”

5

The First Disciples
18 As he was walking along the Sea of Gal
ilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who
is called Peter), and his brother Andrew.
They were casting a net into the sea — for
they were fishermen. 19 “Follow me,” he
told them, “and I will make you fish for c
people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets
and followed him.
21 Going on from there, he saw two oth
er brothers, James the son of Zebedee,
and his brother John. They were in a boat
with Zebedee their father, preparing their
nets, and he called them. 22 Immediate
ly they left the boat and their father and
followed him.
Teaching, Preaching, and Healing
23 Now Jesus began to go all over Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues, preach
ing the good news of the kingdom, and
healing every d disease and sickness e
among the people. 24 Then the news
about him spread throughout Syria. So
they brought to him all those who were
afflicted, those suff ering from various
diseases and intense pains, the demonpossessed, the epileptics, and the par
alytics. And he healed them. 25 Large
crowds followed him from Galilee, the
Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond
the Jordan.

The Beatitudes
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
		 for the kingdom of heaven
is theirs.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,
		for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the humble,
		for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness,
		 for they will be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful,
		 for they will be shown mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
		 for they will see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
		for they will be called
sons of God.
10 Blessed are those who
are persecuted because
of righteousness,
		 for the kingdom of heaven
is theirs.
11 “You are blessed when they insult you
a nd persecute you and falsely say every
kind of evil against you because of me.
12 Be glad and rejoice, because your re
ward is great in heaven. For that is how
they persecuted the prophets who were
before you.

5:4. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Suicide. Comfort for the afflicted. Crying helps us express our pain and shows
our need for comfort. God comforts those who weep. See also 2Co 1:3,4 (p. 1291).
5:4. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Sexual abuse. Comforting the victim. God comforts those who weep. See also
Ps 119:50 (p. 659). Chain begins at Ps 6:7-10 (p. 574).
5:5. Christian Doctrine. The fruit of the Spirit. Humility. The world promotes violence as a way to accom
plish what we want, but God rewards the humble person and meets all his needs. Chain begins at Mt 11:29
(p. 1061).
5:9. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Anger and rage. Conflict prevention and resolution. Let us be agents of peace
on earth. There is joy in this. Chain begins at Pr 22:24,25 (p. 711).
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Believers Are Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the
salt should lose its taste, how can it be
made salty? g It’s no longer good for any
thing but to be thrown out and trampled
under people’s feet.
14 “You are the light of the world. A city
situated on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 No
one lights a lamp and puts it under a bas
ket, but rather on a lampstand, and it gives
light for all who are in the house. 16 In the
same way, let your light shine before oth
ers, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father in heaven.

Deeper Waters
WORKS Acts, actions. Sometimes refers to good
or bad performance or practice. Matthew 5:16

Christ Fulfills the Law
17 “Don’t think that I came to abolish the
Law or the Prophets. I did not come to
abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you,
until heaven and earth pass away, not
the smallest letter h or one stroke of a let
ter will pass away from the law until all
things are accomplished. 19 Therefore,
whoever breaks one of the least of these

Matthew 5:25

commands and teaches others to do the
s ame will be called least in the kingdom
of heaven. But whoever does and teach
es these commands will be called great
in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you,
unless your righteousness surpasses that
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will nev
er get into the kingdom of heaven.

Murder Begins in the Heart
21 “You have heard that it was said to our
ancestors, Do not murder, i and whoev
er murders will be subject to judgment.
22 But I tell you, everyone who is angry
with his brother or sister j will be subject
to judgment. Whoever insults k his broth
er or sister, will be subject to the court. l
Whoever says, ‘You fool! ’ will be subject
to hellfire. m 23 So if you are off ering your
gift on the altar, and there you remem
ber that your brother or sister has some
thing against you, 24 leave your gift there
in front of the altar. First go and be rec
onciled with your brother or sister, and
then come and off er your gift. 25 Reach a
settlement quickly with your adversary
while you’re on the way with him to the
court, or your adversary will hand you
over to the judge, and the judge to n the of
ficer, and you will be thrown into prison.

a 4:16 Lit dawned on them b 4:15-16 Is 9:1-2 c 4:19 Or you fishers of d 4:23 Or every kind of e 4:23 Or physical
ailment f 5:2 Lit Then opening his mouth g 5:13 Or how can the earth be salted? h 5:18 Or not one iota ; iota
is the smallest letter of the Gk alphabet. i 5:21 Ex 20:13; Dt 5:17 j 5:22 Other mss add without a cause k 5:22 Lit
Whoever says ‘Raca’ ; an Aramaic term of abuse that puts someone down, insulting one’s intelligence l 5:22 Lit
Sanhedrin m 5:22 Lit the gehenna of fire n 5:25 Other mss read judge will hand you over to

5:16. Counseling. Family. Abortion. How do we help unborn children and women in crisis? The challenges others
face are opportunities that help us show our willingness to help those in need. See also Eph 2:10 (p. 1313). Chain
begins at Mt 25:40 (p. 1084).
5:16. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Pride. Humility. We should do what is right and honor God with our good works.
We do not glorify God by hiding because of fear or false modesty. Chain begins at Php 2:5-8 (p. 1327).
5:17,18. Apologetics. Islam. Is the Koran God’s highest revelation and thus replaces every other holy book? Jesus
did not come to abolish the revelation to the Jewish people, but to fulfill it. See also Mal 3:6 (p. 1043).
5:17,18. Apologetics. Spiritism. Is the Bible just like any other revelation received through mediums? Jesus did not
come to destroy the Law (a previous revelation) but to fulfill it. See also Mal 3:6 (p. 1043).
5:19. Counseling. Family. Abortion. The Ruler of life. We will be rewarded according to our loyalty and obedience to
God and His commandments. Chain begins at 1Sm 2:6 (p. 286).
5:23,24. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Concerning sin. Confess and make amends. Before we give God our offer
ings, we must be reconciled with our brothers and sisters. Chain begins at Pr 28:13 (p. 718).
5:23,24. Apologetics. Catholicism. Concerning the confession of sin to a priest. We should confess our sin to whom
we have offended, and repair the harm we may have done. See also Ps 32:5 (p. 592). Chain begins at Lk 18:13,14
(p. 1153).
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26 Truly I tell you, you will never get out of 36 Do not swear by your head, because you
there until you have paid the last penny. a cannot make a single hair white or black.
37 But let your ‘yes’ mean ‘yes,’ and your
Adultery Begins in the Heart
‘no’ mean ‘no.’ Anything more than this
27 “You have heard that it was said, Do not is from the evil one.
commit adultery. b 28 But I tell you, every
one who looks at a woman lustfully has Go the Second Mile
already committed adultery with her in 38 “You have heard that it was said, An eye
his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. e 39 But
sin, gouge it out and throw it away. For it I tell you, don’t resist f an evildoer. On the
is better that you lose one of the parts of contrary, if anyone slaps you on your right
your body than for your whole body to be cheek, turn the other to him also. 40 As for
thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand the one who wants to sue you and take
causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away your shirt, let him have your coat as
away. For it is better that you lose one well. 41 And if anyone forces you to go one
of the parts of your body than for your mile, go with him two. 42 Give to the one
who asks you, and don’t turn away from
whole body to go into hell.
the one who wants to borrow from you.
Divorce Practices Censured
31 “It was also said, Whoever divorces his Love Your Enemies
wife must give her a written notice of 43 “You have heard that it was said, Love
divorce. c 32 But I tell you, everyone who your neighbor g and hate your enemy.
divorces his wife, except in a case of sexu 44 But I tell you, love your enemies h and
al immorality, causes her to commit adul pray for those who i persecute you, 45 so
tery. And whoever marries a divorced that you may be j children of your Father
woman commits adultery.
in heaven. For he causes his sun to rise
on the evil and the good, and sends rain
Tell the Truth
on the righteous and the unrighteous.
33 “Again, you have heard that it was said 46 For if you love those who love you,
to our ancestors, You must not break what reward will you have? Don’t even
your oath, but you must keep your the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if
oaths to the Lord. d 34 But I tell you, don’t you greet only your brothers and sisters,
take an oath at all: either by heaven, be what are you doing out of the ordinary? k
cause it is God’s throne; 35 or by the earth, Don’t even the Gentiles l do the same?
because it is his footstool; or by Jerusa 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly
lem, because it is the city of the great King. Father is perfect.
5:26. Apologetics. Catholicism. Concerning limbo and purgatory. This verse is quoted to prove the existence of
purgatory, but Jesus is talking about an earthly prison, not a prison in a future life. Jesus only taught about heaven and
hell, never about a third place. See also Rm 8:1 (p. 1257). Chain begins at 1Jn 1:7 (p. 1389).
5:27,28. Counseling. Family. Adultery. Warnings. God forbids adultery. Lusting for someone else’s partner is also sin.
See also Pr 6:23-26 (p. 688).
5:31. Counseling. Family. Divorce. Causes and consequences. God does not encourage divorce but He allows it in
specific circumstances. See also Mt 19:7,8 (p. 1073).
5:32. Counseling. Family. Divorce. Causes and consequences. Whoever rejects their spouse, except for adultery,
causes the spouse to commit adultery. In this way, the divorcing spouse participates or facilitates sin. See also Mk
10:11,12 (p. 1104). Chain begins at Mt 5:31 (p. 1052).
5:40. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Anger and rage. Anger management and control. Christians should set an
example by adopting an attitude of detachment toward material things rather than one of revenge or reprisal. See
also Pr 19:11 (p. 705). Chain begins at 1Tm 2:8 (p. 1344).
5:44-48. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Racism. In Christ there are no barriers. Even though at times we may suffer
discrimination, God asks us to love our enemies because they are also our neighbors. See also Lk 17:16 (p. 1152). Chain
begins at Eph 2:13-16 (p. 1313).
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How to Give
“Be careful not to practice your righ
teousness m in front of others to be
seen by them. Otherwise, you have no
reward with your Father in heaven. 2 So
whenever you give to the poor, don’t
sound a trumpet before you, as the hyp
ocrites do in the synagogues and on the
streets, t o be applauded by people. Tru
ly I tell you, they have their reward. 3 But
when you give to the poor, don’t let your
left hand know what your right hand is
doing, 4 so that your giving may be in se
cret. And your Father who sees in secret
will reward you. n

6

How to Pray
5 “Whenever you pray, you must not be
like the hypocrites, because they love to
pray standing in the synagogues and on
the street corners to be seen by people.

Matthew 6:11

Truly I tell you, they have their reward.
6 But when you pray, go into your pri
vate room, shut your door, and pray
to your Father who is in secret. And
your Father who sees in secret will re
ward you. o 7 When you pray, don’t bab
ble like the Gentiles, since they imagine
they’ll be heard for their many words.
8 Don’t be like them, because your Fa
ther knows the things you need before
you ask him.

The Lord’s Prayer
9 “Therefore, you should pray like this:
		Our Father in heaven,
		your name be honored
as holy.
10 Your kingdom come.
		Your will be done
		on earth as it is in heaven.
11 Give us today our daily bread. P

a 5:26 Lit

quadrans, the smallest and least valuable Roman coin, worth 1/64 of a daily wage b 5:27 Ex 20:14; Dt
5:18
don’t set yourself
against, or don’t retaliate against g 5:43 Lv 19:18 h 5:44 Other mss add bless those who curse you, do good to
those who hate you, i 5:44 Other mss add mistreat you and j 5:45 Or may become, or may show yourselves
to be k 5:47 Or doing that is superior ; lit doing more l 5:47 Other mss read tax collectors m 6:1 Other mss read
charitable giving n 6:4 Other mss read will himself reward you openly o 6:6 Other mss add openly p 6:11 Or our
necessary bread, or our bread for tomorrow
c 5:31 Dt 24:1 d 5:33 Lv 19:12; Nm 30:2; Dt 23:21 e 5:38 Ex 21:24; Lv 24:20; Dt 19:21 f 5:39 Or

6:5,6. Devotion. Prayer. With Jesus. The Lord’s Prayer. Prayer is an intimate conversation with God. Trying to gain
admiration for our prayers is hypocritical. God will answer publicly though our prayer is in secret. See also Mt 6:7,8
(p. 1053). Chain begins at Mt 6:9-13 (p. 1053).
6:6. Apologetics. Christian Science. Does praying to a personal God hinder spiritual growth? Prayer is an inti
mate conversation between God and man. God appreciates that intimacy and rewards the person in public. See also
Mk 14:38 (p. 1112).
6:6. Devotion. Prayer. Significant features. In private. This kind of prayer should be private. In privacy, we avoid being
presumptuous and we focus only on God, who is with us in that intimate moment. In private, we can be totally sincere.
See also Mt 14:23 (p. 1066).
6:7. Christian Doctrine. God. Attributes. God is omniscient and knows all our requests, even before we speak them.
See also Pr 3:19 (p. 684). Chain begins at 1Tm 1:17 (p. 1343).
6:7,8. Devotion. Prayer. With Jesus. The Lord’s Prayer. When we pray we should not use repetitions or empty words.
On the contrary, we should pray sincerely and transparently from our heart, whether it is to make a request, to thank
God, or to glorify Him. Chain begins at Mt 6:9-13 (p. 1053).
6:9-13. Devotion. Prayer. With Jesus. The Lord’s Prayer. Jesus gave us an example to teach us to pray. It is a template
to follow, not necessarily to be repeated word for word. Our prayer should be intimate and should be addressed to
God. See also Mt 6:9,10 (p. 1053).
6:9,10. Devotion. Prayer. With Jesus. The Lord’s Prayer. Jesus starts His model prayer in an intimate tone, calling the
Lord “Father,” exalting Him and glorifying Him. See also Mt 6:11 (p. 1053). Chain begins at Mt 6:9-13 (p. 1053).
6:11. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Finances. Asking God. As God’s children, we can come before Him and ask Him
confidently. See also Jms 4:2 (p. 1375).
6:11. Devotion. Prayer. With Jesus. The Lord’s Prayer. The Father supplies all our needs. We should trust and wait on
Him for our sustenance. See also Mt 6:12 (p. 1054). Chain begins at Mt 6:9-13 (p. 1053).
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12 And forgive us our debts,
		as we also have forgiven
our debtors.
13 And do not bring us
into a temptation,
		but deliver us
from the evil one. b

treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys, and where
thieves don’t break in and steal. 21 For
where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.
22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If
your eye is healthy, your whole body will
be full of light. 23 But if your eye is bad,
your whole body will be full of darkness.
Deeper Waters
So if the light within you is darkness, how
TEMPTATION Instigation, adversity, test.
deep is that darkness!
Matthew 6:13
24 “No one can serve two masters, since
either he will hate one and love the oth
er, or he will be devoted to one and de
14 “For if you forgive others their of spise the other. You cannot serve both
fenses, your heavenly Father will forgive God and money.
you as well. 15 But if you don’t forgive oth
ers, c your Father will not forgive your of The Cure for Anxiety
fenses.
25 “Therefore I tell you: Don’t worry about
your life, what you will eat or what you
How to Fast
will drink; or about your body, what you
16 “Whenever you fast, don’t be gloomy will wear. Isn’t life more than food and
like the hypocrites. For they make their the body more than clothing? 26 Consid
faces unattractive d so that their fasting er the birds of the sky: They don’t sow
is obvious to people. Truly I tell you, they or reap or gather into barns, yet your
have their reward. 17 But when you fast, heavenly Father feeds them. Aren’t you
put oil on your head and wash your face, worth more than they? 27 Can any of you
18 so that your fasting isn’t obvious to oth add one moment to his life-span g by wor
ers but to your Father who is in secret. rying? 28 And why do you worry about
And your Father who sees in secret will clothes? Observe how the wildflowers of
reward you. e
the field grow: They don’t labor or spin
thread. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Sol
God and Possessions
omon in all his splendor was adorned
19 “Don’t store up for yourselves trea like one of these. 30 If that’s how God
sures f on earth, where moth and rust clothes the grass of the field, which is
destroy and where thieves break in here today and thrown into the furnace
and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves tomorrow, won’t he do much more for
6:12. Devotion. Prayer. With Jesus. The Lord’s Prayer. If we forgive our debtors, our prayers will not be hindered when
we repent before God. Jesus also teaches us to ask forgiveness for our trespasses and forgive those who offend us.
This involves loving those who harm us. See also Mt 6:13 (p. 1054). Chain begins at Mt 6:9-13 (p. 1053).
6:13. Devotion. Prayer. With Jesus. The Lord’s Prayer. Jesus teaches us to pray to resist temptation. Only God can free
us from the evil one. See also Mt 6:5,6 (p. 1053). Chain begins at Mt 6:9-13 (p. 1053).
6:14,15. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Concerning sin. Process of forgiveness. The Word encourages us to not
withhold forgiveness from the offender so we can also receive God’s forgiveness. See also Lk 19:1-10 (p. 1155). Chain
begins at Jr 31:34 (p. 861).
6:14,15. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Forgiveness. Grudges. Grudges are a barrier to receiving forgiveness. The
Lord challenges us to forgive so we can be forgiven. See also Lv 19:18 (p. 126).
6:16-18. Devotion. Fasting. What is it? Fasting implies offering an intimate sacrifice to God, whether to strengthen
our relationship with Him, to intercede for someone, or to simply obey Him. We must not call attention to ourselves
while fasting. See also Mt 17:20,21 (p. 1070).
6:19-21. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Finances. Foresight and good judgment. Our best investment is in heaven.
We will not take our material possessions there. See also Ps 62:10 (p. 615). Chain begins at 3Jn 2 (p. 1397).
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you — you of little faith? 31 So don’t wor
ry, saying, ‘What will we eat? ’ or ‘What
will we drink? ’ or ‘What will we wear? ’
32 For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these
things, and your heavenly Father knows
that you need them. 33 But seek first the
kingdom of God h and his righteousness,
and all these things will be provided for
you. 34 Therefore don’t worry about to
morrow, because tomorrow will worry
about itself. Each day has enough trou
ble of its own.

Do Not Judge
“Do not judge, so that you won’t be
judged. 2 For you will be judged by
the same standard with which you judge
others, and you will be measured by the
same measure you use. 3 Why do you look
at the splinter in your brother’s eye but
don’t notice the beam of wood in your
own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your
brother, ‘Let me take the splinter out of
your eye,’ and look, there’s a beam of
wood in your own eye? 5 Hypocrite! First
take the beam of wood out of your eye,
and then you will see clearly to take the
splinter out of your brother’s eye. 6 Don’t
give what is holy to dogs or toss your
pearls before pigs, or they will trample

7

Matthew 7:15

them under their feet, turn, and tear you
to pieces.

Ask, Search, Knock
7 “Ask, and it will be given to you. Seek, and
you will find. Knock, and the door i will be
opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks
receives, and the one who seeks finds,
and to the one who knocks, the door will
be opened. 9 Who among you, if his son
asks him for bread, will give him a stone?
10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a
snake? 11 If you then, who are evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your Father in heav
en give good things to those who ask him.
12 Therefore, whatever you want others to
do for you, do also the same for them, for
this is the Law and the Prophets.
Entering the Kingdom
13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For
the gate is wide and the road broad that
leads to destruction, and there are many
who go through it. 14 How narrow is the
gate and diff icult the road that leads to
life, and few find it.
15 “Be on your guard against false proph
ets who come to you in sheep’s cloth
ing but inwardly are ravaging wolves.

a 6:13 Or

do not cause us to come into b 6:13 Or from evil ; some later mss add For yours is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever. Amen. c 6:15 Other mss add their wrongdoing d 6:16 Or unrecognizable,
or disfigured e 6:18 Other mss add openly f 6:19 Or valuables g 6:27 Or add a single cubit to his height
h 6:33 Other mss omit of God i 7:7 Lit and it
6:31-33. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Finances. Where does our supply come from? When we are uncertain of
how our need will be met, our priority should be to seek God and trust that He will provide. See also 1Kg 17:1-6 (p. 376).
6:34. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Anxiety. Advice. Uncertainty, mistrust, and excessive concern for the future all
cause anxiety. See also Php 4:6 (p. 1330). Chain begins at Lk 12:22,23 (p. 1144).
7:12. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Racism. How to avoid it. We should not discriminate against anyone because
we do not like to suffer discrimination either. See also Jn 4:9,10 (p. 1172). Chain begins at 1Co 12:27 (p. 1284).
7:13,14. Apologetics. New Age; Gnosticism; Rosicrucianism. Do all religions lead to the same place? There are
many ways to get lost, but only one way to heaven. See also Jn 10:7-9 (p. 1186). Chain begins at Mt 11:27 (p. 1061).
7:13,14. Apologetics. Rajneesh movement. Is Rajneesh the only one who can show us the way to salvation? There
are many ways to get lost, but only one way to heaven. See also Jn 10:7-9 (p. 1186). Chain begins at Mt 11:27 (p. 1061).
7:15-20. Apologetics. Santeria. Will having faith in Santeria and taking our children to its high priest allow us to
know what spiritual path we should follow? It is important to understand what we are trusting and whom we are
counting on. A tree is known by its fruit. Once Jesus is our Priest and Guide, we cannot get lost. He loves us unconditionally,
among other things. See also Hg 1:5-7 (p. 1029).
7:15-17. Apologetics. Witchcraft. Do sorcerers help keep bad luck at bay? Be careful with the motivation of false
helpers. Our future depends on God’s will for us. We should seek God and His righteousness instead. Chain begins at
Rv 21:7,8 (p. 1418).
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16 You’ll recognize them by their fruit. Are
grapes gathered from thornbushes or
figs from thistles? 17 In the same way, ev
ery good tree produces good fruit, but a
bad tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree
can’t produce bad fruit; neither can a bad
tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that
doesn’t produce good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire. 20 So you’ll rec
ognize them by their fruit.
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord,
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but only the one who does the will of my
Father in heaven. 22 On that day many will
say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we proph
esy in your name, drive out demons in
your name, and do many miracles in your
name? ’ 23 Then I will announce to them,
‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you
lawbreakers! ’ a,b

3 Reaching out his hand, Jesus touched
 im, saying, “I am willing; be made clean.”
h
Immediately his leprosy was cleansed.
4 Then Jesus told him, “See that you don’t
tell anyone; but go, show yourself to the
priest, a nd off er the g
 ift t hat Moses com
manded, as a testimony to them.”

A Centurion ’s Faith
5 When he entered Capernaum, a cen
turion came to him, pleading with him,
6 “Lord, my servant is lying at home par
alyzed, in terrible agony.”
7 He said to him, “Am I to come and heal
him? ” d
8 “Lord,” the centurion replied, “I am
not worthy to have you come under my
roof. But just say the word, and my ser
vant will be healed. 9 For I too am a man
under authority, having soldiers under
my command. e I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and
he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he
comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this! ’ and
he does it.”
10 Hearing this, Jesus was amazed
and said to those following him, “Tru
ly I tell you, I have not found anyone in
Israel with so great a faith. 11 I tell you
that many will come from east and west
to share the banquet f with Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heav
en. 12 But the sons of the kingdom will be
thrown into the outer darkness where
there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” 13 Then Jesus told the centurion,
“Go. As you have believed, let it be done
for you.” And his servant was healed that
very moment. g

The Two Foundations
24 “Therefore, everyone who hears these
words of mine and acts on them will be
like a wise man who built his house on
the rock. 25 The rain fell, the rivers rose,
and the winds blew and pounded that
house. Yet it didn’t collapse, because its
foundation was on the rock. 26 But ev
eryone who hears these words of mine
and doesn’t act on them will be like a
foolish man who built his house on the
sand. 27 The rain fell, the rivers rose, the
winds blew and pounded that house,
and it collapsed. It collapsed with a
great crash.”
28 When Jesus had finished saying these
things, the crowds were astonished at
his teaching, 29 because he was teaching
them like one who had authority, and not Healings at Capernaum
like their scribes.
14 Jesus went into Peter’s house and saw
his mother-in-law lying in bed with a fe
A Man Cleansed
ver. 15 So he touched her hand, and the
When h
 e c ame d
 own f rom t he moun fever left her. Then she got up and be
tain, large crowds followed him. gan to serve him. 16 When evening came,
2 Right away a man with leprosy c came they brought to him many who were de
up and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if mon-possessed. He drove out the spirits
you are willing, you can make me clean.” with a word and healed all who were sick,

8

7:16. Christian Doctrine. The fruit of the Spirit. What is it? A person’s actions are the visible evidence of his moral
and spiritual condition. See also Eph 5:8-10 (p. 1317). Chain begins at Gl 5:22,23 (p. 1038).
8:1-3. Counseling. Personal conflict. Healing. We may not always feel ready to reach out to God, but He is always
ready to be our Healer. See also 1Co 11:26-30 (p. 1282).
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17 so that what was spoken through the
30 A long way off from them, a large
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
 erd of pigs was feeding. 31 “If you drive
h
		He himself took
us out,” the demons begged him, “send us
our weaknesses
into t he herd of pigs.”
		and carried our diseases. h
32 “Go! ” he told them. So when they
had come out, they entered the pigs,
The Cost of Following Jesus
and the whole herd rushed down the
18 When Jesus saw a large crowd i around steep bank into the sea and perished in
him, he gave the order to go to the oth the water. 33 Then the men who tended
er side of the sea. 19 A scribe approached them fled. They went into the city and
him and said, “Teacher, I will follow you reported everything, especially what
wherever you go.”
had happened to those who were de
20 Jesus told him, “Foxes have dens, and mon-possessed. 34 At that, the whole
birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of town went out to meet Jesus. When
Man has no place to lay his head.”
they saw him, they begged him to leave
21 “Lord,” another of his disciples said, their region.
“first let me go bury my father.”
22 But Jesus told him, “Follow me, and The Son of Man Forgives and Heals
let the dead bury their own dead.”
So he got into a boat, crossed over,
and came to his own town. 2 Just then
Wind and Wave Obey Jesus
some men l brought to him a paralytic
23 As he got into the boat, his disciples fol lying on a stretcher. Seeing their faith,
lowed him. 24 Suddenly, a violent storm Jesus told the paralytic, “Have courage,
arose on the sea, so that the boat was be son, your sins are forgiven.”
ing swamped by the waves — but Jesus
3 At this, some of the scribes said to
kept sleeping. 25 So the disciples came and themselves, “He’s blaspheming! ”
woke him up, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re
4 Perceiving their thoughts, Jesus
going to die! ”
said, “Why are you thinking evil things
26 He said to them, “Why are you afraid, in your hearts? m 5 For which is easier:
you of little faith? ” Then he got up and re to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say,
buked the winds and the sea, and there ‘Get up and walk’? 6 But so that you may
know that the Son of Man has authority
was a great calm.
27 The men were amazed and asked, on earth to forgive sins” — then he told
“What kind of man is this? Even the winds the paralytic, “Get up, take your stretch
and the sea obey him! ”
er, and go home.” 7 So he got up and
went home. 8 When the crowds saw this,
Demons Driven Out by Jesus
they were awestruck n,o and gave glory
28 When he had come to the other side, to to God, who had given such authority
the region of the Gadarenes, j two demon- to men.
possessed men met him as they came out
of the tombs. They were so violent that no The Call of Matthew
one could pass that way. 29 Suddenly they 9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a
shouted, “What do you have to do with man named Matthew sitting at the toll
us, k Son of God? Have you come here to booth, and he said to him, “Follow me,”
torment us before the time? ”
and he got up and followed him.

9

a 7:23 Lit

you who work lawlessness b 7:23 Ps 6:8 c 8:2 Gk lepros ; a term for various skin diseases, also in v. 3; see
Lv 13–14
will come and heal him.” e 8:9 Lit under me f 8:11 Lit recline at the table g 8:13 Or that hour ;
lit very hour h 8:17 Is 53:4 i 8:18 Other mss read saw large crowds j 8:28 Other mss read Gergesenes
k 8:29 Other mss add Jesus l 9:2 Lit then they m 9:4 Or minds n 9:8 Other mss read amazed o 9:8 Lit afraid
d 8:7 Or “I

8:17. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Healing. Someone paid the price for our health. Jesus carried all our ailments.
There is nothing to fear. See also Is 53:5 (p. 802).
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e nd of his robe, 21 for she said to herself,
“If I can just touch his robe, I’ll be made
well.” g
22 Jesus turned and saw her. “Have cour
age, daughter,” he said. “Your faith has
saved you.” h And the woman was made
well from that moment. i
23 When Jesus came to the leader’s
house, he saw the flute players and a
crowd lamenting loudly. 24 “Leave,” he
said, “because the girl is not dead but
asleep.” And they laughed at him. 25 Af
ter the crowd had been put outside, he
went in and took her by the hand, and
A Question about Fasting
the girl got up. 26 Then news of this spread
14 Then John’s disciples came to him, say throughout that whole area.
ing, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast of
Healing the Blind
ten, but your disciples do not fast? ”
15 Jesus said to them, “Can the wed 27 As Jesus went on from there, two blind
ding guests c be sad w
 hile t he groom i s men followed him, calling out, “Have mer
with them? The time d will come when cy on us, Son of David! ”
the groom will be taken away from them,
28 When he entered the house, the blind
and then they will fast. 16 No one patches men approached him, and Jesus said to
an old garment with unshrunk cloth, be them, “Do you believe that I can do this? ”
cause the patch pulls away f rom the gar
They said to him, “Yes, Lord.”
ment and makes the tear worse. 17 And no
29 Then he touched their eyes, saying,
one puts e new wine into old wineskins. “Let it be done for you according to your
Otherwise, the skins burst, the wine spills faith.” 30 And their eyes were opened.
out, and the skins are ruined. No, they put Then Jesus warned them sternly, “Be sure
new wine into fresh wineskins, and both that no one finds out.” 31 But they went out
are preserved.”
and spread the news about him through
out that whole area.
A Girl Restored and a Woman Healed
18 As he was telling them these things, sud Driving Out a Demon
denly one of the leaders came and knelt 32 Just as they were going out, a demondown before him, saying, “My daughter possessed man who was unable to speak
just died, f but come and lay your hand was brought to him. 33 When the demon
on her, and she will live.” 19 So Jesus had been driven out, the man who had
and his disciples got up and followed been mute spoke, and the crowds were
him.
amazed, saying, “Nothing like this has
20 Just then, a woman who had suf ever been seen in Israel! ”
fered from bleeding for twelve years ap
34 But the Pharisees said, “He drives out
proached from behind and touched the demons by the ruler of the demons.”

10 While he was reclining at the table in
the house, many tax collectors and sin
ners came to eat with Jesus and his dis
ciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this,
they asked his disciples, “Why does
your teacher eat with tax collectors and
sinners? ”
12 Now when he heard this, he said, “It is
not those who are well who need a doc
tor, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn
what this means: I desire mercy and not
sacrifice. a For I didn’t come to call the
righteous, but sinners.” b

9:12. Counseling. Personal conflicts. Rejection. God’s love is for everyone. A lack of love harms people’s health.
Jesus offers abundant love and has charged His church with sharing that love with a world in need. See also 1Jn 4:8
(p. 1393). Chain begins at 1Co 1:27-29 (p. 1271).
9:13. Apologetics. Santeria. Is it good to give sacrificial offerings to receive something good? Jesus taught us the
true way to the heavenly Father: by repenting of our sins. See also Mk 12:32-34 (p. 1109). Chain begins at Is 66:3,4
(p. 817).
9:28-30. Devotion. Prayer. Significant features. Believing. Two blind people could see again because they believed
Jesus had the power to heal them. We must also pray believing that Jesus has power over our lives. See also Mk
11:23,24 (p. 1107).
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The Lord of the Harvest
35 Jesus continued going around to all
the towns and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, preaching the good news of
the kingdom, and healing every j disease
and every sickness. k,l 36 When he saw the
crowds, he felt compassion for them, be
cause they were distressed and dejected,
like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he
said to his disciples, “The harvest is abun
dant, but the workers are few. 38 There
fore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to
send out workers into his harvest.”
Commissioning the Twelve
Summoning his twelve disciples,
he gave them authority over un
clean spirits, to drive them out and
to heal every j disease and sickness. l
2 These are the names of the twelve apos
tles: First, Simon, who is called Peter,
and Andrew his brother; James the son
of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Phil
ip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Mat
thew the tax collector; James the son of
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; m 4 Simon the
Zealot, n and Judas Iscariot, who also be
trayed him.
5 Jesus sent out these twelve after giving
them instructions: “Don’t take the road
that leads to the Gentiles, and don’t en
ter any Samaritan town. 6 Instead, go to
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As
you go, proclaim: ‘The kingdom of heaven
has come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the
dead, cleanse those with leprosy, o drive
out demons. Freely you received, freely
give. 9 Don’t acquire gold, silver, or cop
per for your money-belts. 10 Don’t take
a traveling bag for the road, or an extra
shirt, sandals, or a staff, for the worker is
worthy of his food. 11 When you enter any
town or village, find out who is worthy,

10

Matthew 10:25

a nd stay there until you leave. 12 Greet a
household when you enter it, 13 and if the
household is worthy, let your peace be
on it; but if it is unworthy, let your peace
return to you. 14 If anyone does not wel
come you or listen to your words, shake
the dust off your feet when you leave that
house or town. 15 Truly I tell you, it will be
more tolerable on the day of judgment for
the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than
for that town.

Persecutions Predicted
16 “Look, I’m sending you out like sheep
among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as
serpents and as innocent as doves. 17 Be
ware of them, because they will hand you
over to local courts p and flog you in their
synagogues. 18 You will even be brought
before governors and kings because of
me, to bear witness to them and to the
Gentiles. 19 But when they hand you over,
don’t worry about how or what you are to
speak. For you will be given what to say at
that hour, 20 because it isn’t you speaking,
but the Spirit of your Father is speaking
through you.
21 “Brother will betray brother to death,
and a father his child. Children will rise
up against parents and have them put to
death. 22 You will be hated by everyone
because of my name. But the one who
endures to the end will be saved. 23 When
they persecute you in one town, flee to
another. For truly I tell you, you will not
have gone through the towns of Israel be
fore the Son of Man comes. 24 A disciple q
is not above his teacher, or a slave above
his master. 25 It is enough for a disciple to
become like his teacher and a slave like
his master. If they called the head of the
house ‘Beelzebul,’ how much more the
members of his household!

a 9:13 Hs 6:6 b 9:13 Other mss add

to repentance c 9:15 Lit the sons of the bridal chamber d 9:15 Lit days
And they do not put f 9:18 Lit daughter has now come to the end g 9:21 Or be saved h 9:22 Or has
made you well i 9:22 Lit hour j 9:35; 10:1 Or every kind of k 9:35 Other mss add among the people
l 9:35; 10:1 Or physical ailment m 10:3 Other mss read and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus
n 10:4 Lit the Cananaean o 10:8 Gk lepros ; a term for various skin diseases; see Lv 13–14 p 10:17 Or sanhedrins
q 10:24 Or student
e 9:17 Lit

10:7,8. Christian Doctrine. Gifts of the Holy Spirit. Manifestations. The disciples were also called to manifest the gifts
of the Holy Spirit. See also Lk 4:14 (p. 1128). Chain begins at Ac 1:4,5 (p. 1206).
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Fear God
26 “Therefore, don’t be afraid of them,
since there is nothing covered that
won’t be uncovered and nothing hidden
that won’t be made known. 27 What I tell
you in the dark, speak in the light. What
you hear in a whisper, a proclaim on the
housetops. 28 Don’t fear those who kill
the body but are not able to kill the soul;
rather, fear him who is able to destroy
both soul and body in hell. 29 Aren’t two
sparrows sold for a penny? b Yet not one
of them falls to the ground without your
Father’s consent. c 30 But even the hairs
of your head have all been counted. 31 So
don’t be afraid; you are worth more than
many sparrows.

Deeper Waters
SOUL The inner person. The intangible part of a
human being. Matthew 10:28

Acknowledging Christ
32 “Therefore, everyone who will ac
knowledge me before others, I will also
acknowledge him before my Father in
heaven. 33 But whoever denies me before
others, I will also deny him before my
Father in heaven. 34 Don’t assume that I
came to bring peace on the earth. I did not
come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I
came to turn
		a man against his father,
		a daughter against her mother,
		a daughter‑in‑law against
her mother‑in‑law;
36 and a man’s enemies will be
		the members of his household. d
37 The one who loves a father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me; the
one who loves a son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me. 38 And who
ever doesn’t take up his cross and follow

 e is not worthy of me. 39 Anyone who
m
finds his life will lose it, and anyone who
loses his life because of me will find it.

A Cup of Cold Water
40 “The one who welcomes you wel
comes me, and the one who welcomes
me welcomes him who sent me. 41 Any
one who welcomes a prophet because
he is a prophet e will receive a prophet’s
reward. And anyone who welcomes a
righteous person because he’s righteous f
will receive a righteous person’s reward.
42 And whoever gives even a cup of cold
water to one of these little ones because
he is a disciple, g truly I tell you, he will
never lose his reward.”
John the Baptist Doubts
When Jesus had finished giving in
structions to his twelve disciples, he
moved on from there to teach and preach
in their towns. 2 Now when John heard
in prison what the Christ was doing, he
sent a message through his disciples
3 and asked him, “Are you the one who
is to come, or should we expect some
one else? ”
4 Jesus replied to them, “Go and report
to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind
receive their sight, the lame walk, those
with leprosy h are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised, and the poor are told
the good news, 6 and blessed is the one
who isn’t off ended by me.”
7 As these men were leaving, Jesus be
gan to speak to the crowds about John:
“What did you go out into the wilderness
to see? A reed swaying in the wind? 8 What
then did you go out to see? A man dressed
in soft clothes? See, those who wear soft
clothes are in royal palaces. 9 What then
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I
tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This
is the one about whom it is written:

11

10:28. Christian Doctrine. Human beings. The soul. Despite its interaction with the world, neither man nor the devil
can harm the soul, since only God has power over it. The person who obeys God ensures the well-being of his soul.
Chain begins at Ps 16:9 (p. 579).
11:2-6. Apologetics. Unification Church. Is Mr. Moon the new messiah? Jesus’s actions confirm what He stated: He
is the Christ. Chain begins at Jn 10:7,8 (p. 1186).
11:2-6. Apologetics. Gnosticism; Rosicrucianism. Have there been other christs besides Jesus? Jesus’s actions con
firm what He stated: He is the Christ. Chain begins at Jn 10:7,8 (p. 1186).
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