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Scriptural Promise for the  
Holman Rainbow Study Bible

“Then  God  said  to  Noah  and  his  sons  with  him, “Un der stand  that  I  am es tab lish-
ing  my cov enant  with  you  and  your de scen dants af ter  you,  and  with ev ery liv ing 
crea ture  that  is  with  you  —   birds, live stock,  and  all wildlife  of  the  earth  that  are 
 with  you  —   all  the an i mals  of  the  earth  that  came  out  of  the  ark.  I es tab lish  my 
cov enant  with  you  that nev er  again  will ev ery crea ture  be  wiped  out  by flood wa-
ters;  there  will nev er  again  be  a  flood  to de stroy  the  earth.” And  God  said, “ This  is 
 the  sign  of  the cov enant  I  am mak ing be tween  me  and  you  and ev ery liv ing crea-
ture  with  you,  a cov enant  for  all fu ture gen er a tions:  I  have  placed  my  bow  in  the 
 clouds,  and  it  will  be  a  sign  of  the cov enant be tween  me  and  the  earth. When ev er 
 I  form  clouds  over  the  earth  and  the  bow ap pears  in  the  clouds,  I  will re mem ber 
 my cov enant be tween  me  and  you  and  all  the liv ing crea tures: wa ter  will nev er 
 again be come  a  flood  to de stroy ev ery crea ture.  The  bow  will  be  in  the  clouds,  and 
 I  will  look  at  it  and re mem ber  the per ma nent cov enant be tween  God  and  all  the 
liv ing crea tures  on  earth.”  God  said  to  Noah, “ This  is  the  sign  of  the cov enant  that 
 I  have es tab lished be tween  me  and ev ery crea ture  on  earth.”

— genesis 9:8-17

God’s promise to us is a covenant in full and living color.
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TO THE READER

The Holman Rainbow Study Bible is joyfully presented to the Christian commu-
nity and to all those seeking to know their Creator in a closer way. This is the 
first and only Bible to aid the reader by color coding every verse of the entire 
Bible and by distinguishing with Bold Underlining all spoken Words of God (the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) throughout the text.

This project has required countless hours and even years of dedicated work 
in areas of expertise, including research, writing, editing, proofreading, art de-
sign, composition and financial planning. But it is not the desire of Holman Bible 
Publishers to take any credit; rather we give all credit to the One who made this 
work possible. We hereby acknowledge that this work is not available because 
of man’s efforts, but because of God’s grace, mercy and faithfulness to further the 
gospel through unworthy, yet willing, people.

Our prayer is that you may grow in sensitivity and obedience to the prompt-
ing of the Holy Spirit as you read and meditate on the Word of God and that you 
will mirror the life of Jesus Christ in your own walk.

To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit be given all glory and 
praise, now and  forevermore.

the publisher
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WORDS OF EXPLANATION

The Title
The Holman Rainbow Study Bible may seem 
an obvious title for a Bible of many colors, 
but there are several significant reasons for 
this choice.

First, as our Scriptural Promise from the 
opening book of the Bible (Genesis 9:8–17) points 
out, the full-color rainbow is a gift from God and 
the seal of his covenant with mankind. In the 
closing book of the Bible (Revelation 4:3), a daz-
zling color encircles the very throne of God.

The Holman Rainbow Study Bible has new 
study features found in no other Bible. These 
features include color-coding of every verse 
of the Bible and distinguishing all spoken 
Words of God (the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit). Study is simplified in the Hol-
man Rainbow Study Bible.

Why Another Bible?
With the increase and renewal of study-
ing the Bible, the Publisher saw a need for a 
study Bible easy enough for the young, new, 
or relatively inexperienced reader to under-
stand, yet comprehensive enough to satisfy 
the more serious and mature Bible student. 
Thus . . . the Holman Rainbow Study Bible.

Absolutely nothing could be more simple 
or basic than color-coding the entire Bible. No 
turning of pages or looking up corresponding 
information. Verses on any given subject can 
be found by simply looking for a certain color.

Our 21st-century world is color-oriented. 
Colors are easily identifiable, universal, and 
exciting, which is why this Bible is so enjoyable 
to read. But, the acute simplicity of the Holman 
Rainbow Study Bible does not end with mere-
ly encouraging each person to have a copy he 
can call his own . . . this Bible is uniquely de-
signed to actually encourage more and more 
reading and meditating upon the Word of God. 
The easy-to-use format will aid those desiring 
to share their faith, teach, preach, give devo-
tionals, memorize Scriptures, or to better un-
derstand Scripture for their personal insight. 

The Holman Rainbow Study Bible has been 
developed under the conviction that the Holy 
Spirit of God is directing this complete effort.

Design Of Color-Coding System
The Holman Rainbow Study Bible is a simple 
yet thorough Bible based upon the premise 
that every verse of every Bible falls under one 

of twelve thematic headings. Each of these 
twelve headings is assigned a different color; 
then each verse of the Bible is color-coded to 
the heading to which it is most closely related.

Identification charts help to categorize all 
the subjects and breakdowns under each of 
the twelve thematic headings. These charts 
are designed by a common sense approach so 
as to doctrinally and spiritually tie together 
the related items listed under each heading.

The Holman Rainbow Study Bible allows the 
serious Bible student the opportunity to study 
and teach the great Bible themes while avoid-
ing a time-consuming or complicated system. It 
has been designed so as to provide both the av-
erage layman and the mature pastor help in an 
alternative Bible that is enjoyable to read and 
is easily understood and shared with others.

Philosophy Of Color-Coding System
The Holman Rainbow Study Bible, a 
 sixteen-year effort of its developer, Rainbow 
Studies International, has utilized the exper-
tise of a devout team of top Christian educa-
tors and theologians of diverse backgrounds. 
We have painstakingly sought precision and 
accuracy, but we recognize that only the 
Word of God is totally without error. Any im-
perfections attributed to our human limita-
tions shall, therefore, be corrected in future 
publications as we are so enlightened.

The design is according to a layman’s per-
spective (to make teaching, studying, and cat-
egorizing as simple as possible.)

Generally, verses are marked as they make 
up a major passage containing an overall col-
lective thought.

For emphasis, verses are often color-coded 
individually.

Many times more than one color is ap-
plicable. When this is the case, the color be-
lieved to be the most strongly related is used.
The important factor, when a Scripture has 

two or more subjects thought to be 
equally strong, is not so much to which 
color the reader is directed as that he is 
indeed directed to one of them.

The same basic verse in two different places 
of the Bible may be marked in different 
colors depending upon how lead-up 
and subsequent verses affect its most 
strongly related color.
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IX WORDS OF EXPLANATION

Significance Of Numbers And Colors
Numbers and colors were studied as to their 
significance to Biblical teachings. Neither all 
numbers, nor all colors, have biblical signifi-
cance, but assignments were made to corre-
spond where pertinent. This aids the reader 
in committing the 12 divisions and colors to 
memory. Consider the following:
Twelve subject divisions selected because 

12 is a number of completeness in the 
Bible, as evidenced by the 12 tribes of 
Israel in the Old Testament, and the 12 
apostles in the New Testament.

God in the first position because there is one 
God.

Evil in the sixth position because of the 
significance of 666 and the mark of the 
beast in the book of Revelation.

Salvation in seventh position because 7 
signifies holiness and perfection.

Commandments in tenth position because 
of their relationship with the 10 
Commandments given to Moses.

Purple assigned to God because it is a color 
of royalty.

Blue assigned to Salvation because it has a 
heavenly or eternal connotation.

Silver assigned to History because it 
signifies age or experience.

Design of Bold Line® System
The Words of God (the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit) are distinguished with Bold 
Underlining. This method, which provides 
immediate identification, spans the entire Bi-
ble, regardless of the color under which the 
quote may be found.

Criteria for Bold Line® System
The compilers of the Holman Rainbow Study 
Bible believe that the whole Bible is the in-
spired Word of God. The decision to mark 

certain passages with Bold Underlining em-
phasizes those selections where God was 
speaking, whether the Father, Son, or Holy 
Spirit. These include the instances where ei-
ther biblical characters or writers repeated 
words they believed were quotations from 
God and therefore deserved special atten-
tion. For example, this often occurred when 
prophets preceded their declarations with 
the phrase, “saith the Lord.”

Most Bible versions have used quotation 
marks or similar devices to separate such 
quotes. A related practice has been used to 
emphasize the words of Jesus in Red Letter 
editions of the New Testament. The Holman 
Rainbow Study Bible offers an expansion of 
these practices by distinguishing all quotes 
from God with Bold Underlining.

Every effort has been made to include all 
occasions where God was speaking or where 
biblical writers or characters were quoting 
such words. When these occasions were not 
identified clearly in the text, the compilers 
studied the context of the passage and its re-
lationship to comparable verses throughout 
the Bible.

This process recognizes both the integrity 
of the individual books of the Bible and the 
essential unity of Scripture. It also permits 
attention to the matter of a reader’s under-
standing of passages. Such concerns guid-
ed all decisions regarding the marking of 
verses. In addition, the following guidelines 
were applied when they did not contradict 
the principles defined above.

Passages were marked when:
“The angel of the Lord” spoke unless he was 

speaking to God. (See Zec 1:12.)
God’s words were paraphrased without 

changing the sense of the original 
quotation. 

     Examples:

(The Father)
The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper 
corresponding to him.” 

Genesis 2:18

(The Son)
Then Jesus told the centurion, “Go. As you have believed, let it be done for you.” 
And his servant was healed at that very moment.

Matthew 8:13

(The Holy Spirit) 
As they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 

Acts 13:2
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XWORDS OF EXPLANATION

A voice from heaven spoke words revealing 
God’s authority. (See Da 4:31–32.)

Subsequent passages offered additional 
 understanding. (See Ge 2:24 and Mt 
19:4–5.)

New Testament writers or speakers used 
phrases clearly associated with the 
words of God. (See Ro 1:17 and Hab 2:4.)

The following were not marked as 
quotes from God unless they met other 
criteria: 
Messianic passages.
The Wisdom passages in Proverbs.
Statements of false prophets or teachers. 
Typological verses. 
The words of angels or other heavenly beings 

other than the “angel of the Lord.” 
Speakers who were “filled with the Spirit.” 
Phrases such as “says the Lord.”

Additional Study Features
Although the Holman Rainbow Study Bible 
has been developed with two primary study 
features (the color-code system and bold un-
derlining format), there are many other out-
standing features as well. The study aids list-
ed below are designed to especially benefit 
those desiring a more disciplined Christian 
walk. 

• Detailed Introduction and Outline
Preceding Each of the 66 Books of 
the Bible 

• Sectional Headings Throughout the 
1,189 Chapters of the Bible 

• Center Column Cross-Reference 
System 

• Unique Page Composition
• Color Key-Code System
• In-Text Maps
• In-Text Illustrations
• Presentation Page
• 100 Popular Bible Passages
• 365 Popular Bible Quotations for 

Memorization and Meditation
• Daily Bible Reading Calendars
• Harmony of the Gospels
• Concordance
• Table of Weights & Measures

Goals of the  
Holman Rainbow Study Bible

To paint a picture of colors on every page 
and thereby make reading more enjoy-
able.

To help every reader attain a further 
understanding of the message in each 
Scripture.

To provide easy access for studying, giv-
ing devotionals, and teaching.

To provide an accurate breakdown of top-
ics.

To help every reader remember by color 
association where significant verses are 
located.

To provide an easily recognizable for-
mat distinguishing the Words of God 
throughout the Bible.

To encourage more and more reading of 
God’s Word.
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BOOKS OF THE BIBLE
in Biblical Order

The Old Testament

Divisions Book  Page Chapters 

Law  Genesis  1 50
(The  Exodus  55 40
Pentateuch) Leviticus  101 27
  Numbers  133 36
  Deuteronomy 179 34
History  Joshua  217 24
  Judges  245 21
  Ruth  273 4
  1 Samuel  278 31
  2 Samuel  313 24
  1 Kings  344 22
  2 Kings  382 25
  1 Chronicles 416 29
  2 Chronicles 449 36
  Ezra  489 10
  Nehemiah 503 13
  Esther  521 10

Poetry  Job  530 42
  Psalms  568 150
  Proverbs  662 31
  Ecclesiastes 699 12
  Song of Songs 709 8

Major   Isaiah  716 66
Prophets Jeremiah  788 52
  Lamentations 858 5
  Ezekiel  868 48
  Daniel  923 12

Minor  Hosea  941 14
Prophets Joel  953 3
  Amos  958 9
  Obadiah  968 1
  Jonah  971 4
  Micah  975 7
  Nahum  983 3
  Habakkuk 987 3
  Zephaniah 992 3
  Haggai  997 2
  Zechariah 1000 14
  Malachi  1010 4

TOTALS 39   929
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XIIBOOKS OF THE BIBLE IN BIBLICAL ORDER

The New Testament

Divisions  Book  Page Chapters

The Gospels  Matthew  1017 28
   Mark  1057 16
   Luke  1082 24
   John  1124 21

The Early   Acts  1156 28
Church

Letters    Romans  1198 16
of Paul   1 Corinthians 1215 16
   2 Corinthians 1230 13
   Galatians  1240 6
   Ephesians 1246 6
   Philippians 1252 4
   Colossians 1257 4
   1 Thessalonians 1262 5
   2 Thessalonians 1267 3
   1 Timothy 1270 6
   2 Timothy 1275 4
   Titus  1279 3
   Philemon  1282 1

Other    Hebrews  1284 13
Letters   James  1296 5
(Epistles)  1 Peter  1301 5
   2 Peter  1307 3
   1 John  1311 5
   2 John  1316 1
   3 John  1318 1
   Jude  1320 1

Prophecy  Revelation 1322 22

TOTALS  27   260
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BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 
in Alphabetical Order

Book  Abbreviation Testament Page Chapters

Acts  Ac  NT  1156 28
Amos  Am  OT  958 9
1 Chronicles 1Ch  OT  416 29
2 Chronicles 2Ch  OT  449 36
Colossians  Col  NT  1257 4
1 Corinthians 1Co  NT  1215 16
2 Corinthians 2Co  NT  1230 13
Daniel  Dn  OT  923 12
Deuteronomy Dt  OT  179 34
Ecclesiastes Ec  OT  699 12
Ephesians  Eph  NT  1246 6
Esther  Est  OT  521 10
Exodus  Ex  OT  55 40
Ezekiel  Ezk  OT  868 48
Ezra  Ezr  OT  489 10
Galatians  Gl  NT  1240 6
Genesis  Gn  OT  1 50
Habakkuk  Hab  OT  987 3
Haggai  Hg  OT  997 2
Hebrews  Heb  NT  1284 13
Hosea  Hs  OT  941 14
Isaiah  Is  OT  716 66
James  Jms  NT  1296 5
Jeremiah  Jr  OT  788 52
Job  Jb  OT  530 42
Joel  Jl  OT  953 3
John  Jn  NT  1124 21
1 John  1Jn  NT  1311 5
2 John  2Jn  NT  1316 1
3 John  3Jn  NT  1318 1
Jonah  Jnh  OT  971 4
Joshua  Jos  OT  217 24
Jude  Jd  NT  1320 1
Judges  Jdg  OT  245 21

00_Frontmatter.indd   1300_Frontmatter.indd   13 1/15/20   1:01 PM1/15/20   1:01 PM



XIVBOOKS OF THE BIBLE IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER

Book  Abbreviation Testament Page Chapters

1 Kings  1Kg  OT  344 22
2 Kings  2Kg  OT  382 25
Lamentations Lm  OT  858 5
Leviticus  Lv  OT  101 27
Luke  Lk  NT  1082 24
Malachi  Mal  OT  1010 4
Mark  Mk  NT  1057 16
Matthew  Mt  NT  1017 28
Micah  Mc  OT  975 7
Nahum  Nah  OT  983 3
Nehemiah  Neh  OT  503 13
Numbers  Nm  OT  133 36
Obadiah  Ob  OT  968 1
1 Peter  1Pt  NT  1301 5
2 Peter  2Pt  NT  1307 3
Philemon  Phm  NT  1282 1
Philippians Php  NT  1252 4
Proverbs  Pr  OT  662 31
Psalms  Ps  OT  568 150
Revelation  Rv  NT  1322 22
Romans  Rm  NT  1198 16
Ruth  Ru  OT  273 4
1 Samuel  1Sm  OT  278 31
2 Samuel  2Sm  OT  313 24
Song of Songs Sg  OT  709 8
1 Thessalonians 1Th  NT  1262 5
2 Thessalonians 2Th  NT  1267 3
1 Timothy  1Tm  NT  1270 6
2 Timothy  2Tm  NT  1275 4
Titus  Ti  NT  1279 3
Zechariah  Zch  OT  1000 14
Zephaniah  Zph  OT  992 3

TOTALS  66     1189
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FAMILY

OUTREACH

COMMANDMENTS

HISTORY

PROPHECY

the Father; the Son, Jesus Christ; the Holy Spirit; the Word of 
God; Savior; Lord; Messiah; I AM; Lamb of God; King of Kings;
Alpha & Omega

blessings; deliverance; holiness; heaven; the tabernacle; 
angles; eternity; resurrection; second coming; judgment of 
the godly; grace

judgment of the ungodly; death; hell; curses; condemnation; 
temptation; unbelief; hatred; hypocrisy; apostasy

false teachers; idolatry; destruction of idols; demons; devil; 
serpent; evil spirits; false prophets; false worship; witchcraft; 
antichrist

joy; kindness; mercy; mourning; lament; comfort; compassion; 
peace; sympathy; humility; charity

genealogies; marriage; sexual concerns; children; parenthood; 
home; adultery; fornication; divorce; friendships; relationships

creation; war; times; places; journeys; narration; chronological 
record of events; vocations; kings; earth; mankind

promises; covenants; revelations; vows; visions; dreams; 
oaths; pledges; inspiration; fulfillment; future

obedience; praise; service; worship; spiritual formation; 
commitment; fellowship; spiritual gifts; fruit

offerings; law; priesthood; feasts; Sabbath; tithing; baptism; 
the Lord’s Supper; church; deacon; growth

prayer; miracles; courage; confession; repentance; fasting; 
healing; hope; confidence; conviction; belief

teaching; counseling; questioning; instruction; testimony; 
ministry; preaching; evangelism; gospel; doctrine; sayings

Color-Coded Guide for 
Subject Breakdowns
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Examples of Color-Coded Verses in the
Holman Rainbow Study Bible

GOD

DISCIPLESHIP

LOVE

FAITH

SIN

EVIL

SALVATION

FAMILY

OUTREACH

COMMANDMENTS

HISTORY

PROPHECY

 

PSALM 95:3  For the LORD is a great God, a great 
King above all gods.

HEBREWS 11:1 Now faith is the reality of what is hoped 
for, the proof of what is not seen. 

1 PETER 5:8 Be sober-minded, be alert. Your adversary 
the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion, looking 
for anyone he can devour.

JAMES 1:15 Then after desire has conceived, it gives 
birth to sin, and when sin is fully grown, it gives 
birth to death.

ACTS 4:12 There is salvation  in no one else, for there 
is no other name under heaven given to people by 
which we must be saved.

PROVERBS 14:25 A truthful witness rescues lives, but 
one who utters lies is deceitful.

EPHESIANS 5:31 For this reason a man will leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two 
will become one flesh.

EXODUS 20:8-10 Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy: You are to labor six days and do all your work, 
but the seventh day... 

2 PETER 1:21 Because no prophecy ever came by the will 
of man; instead, men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

1 SAMUEL 17:4 Then a champion named Goliath, from 
Gath, came out from the Philistine camp. He was nine 
feet, nine inches tall...

JOHN 12:26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me. 
Where I am, there my servant also will be. If anyone serves 
me, the Father will honor him.

1 JOHN 4:7 Dear friends, let us love one another, 
because love is from God, and everyone who loves has 
been born of God and knows God. 
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Introduction to the Christian  
Standard Bible®

The Bible is God’s revelation to humanity. It is 
our only source for completely reliable infor-
mation about God, what happens when we 
die, and where history is headed. The Bible 
does these things because it is God’s inspired 
Word, inerrant in the original manuscripts. 
Bible translation brings God’s Word from the 
ancient languages (Hebrew, Greek, and Ara-
maic) into today’s world. In dependence on 
God’s Spirit to accomplish this sacred task, 
the CSB Translation Oversight Committee 
and Holman Bible Publishers present the 
Christian Standard Bible.

Textual Base of the CSB
The textual base for the New Testament (NT) 
is the Nestle-Aland Novum Testamentum 
Graece, 28th edition, and the United Bible Soci-
eties’ Greek New Testament, 5th corrected edi-
tion. The text for the Old Testament (OT) is the 
Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, 5th edition. 

Where there are significant differences 
among Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek manu-
scripts, the translators follow what they be-
lieve is the original reading and indicate the 
main alternative(s) in footnotes. 

Goals of This Translation
• Provide English-speaking people world-

wide with an accurate translation in 
contemporary English.

• Provide an accurate translation for per-
sonal study, sermon preparation, private 
devotions, and memorization.

• Provide a text that is clear and under-
standable, suitable for public reading, 
and shareable so that all may access its 
life-giving message.

• Affirm the authority of Scripture and 
champion its absolute truth against 
skeptical viewpoints. 

Translation Philosophy of the Christian 
Standard Bible
Most discussions of Bible translations speak 
of two opposite approaches: formal equiva-
lence and dynamic equivalence. However, Bi-
ble translations cannot be neatly sorted into 
these categories. Optimal equivalence capi-
talizes on the strengths of both approaches. 

Optimal equivalence balances contem-
porary English readability with linguistic 

precision to the original languages. In the 
many places throughout the Bible where 
a word-for-word rendering is understand-
able, a literal translation is used. When a 
word-for-word rendering might obscure the 
meaning for a modern audience, a more dy-
namic translation is used. This process as-
sures that both the words and the thoughts 
contained in the original text are conveyed 
accurately for today’s readers. The Christian 
Standard Bible places equal value on fideli-
ty to the original and readability for a mod-
ern audience, resulting in a translation that 
achieves both goals. 

History of the CSB
Holman Bible Publishers assembled an inter-
denominational team of one hundred schol-
ars, editors, stylists, and proofreaders, all of 
whom were committed to biblical inerran-
cy. Working from the original languages, 
the translation team edited and polished the 
manuscript, which was first published as the 
Holman Christian Standard Bible in 2004.

A standing committee maintained the 
translation, while also seeking ways to im-
prove both readability and accuracy. As with 
the original translation, the committee that 
prepared this revision, renamed the Chris-
tian Standard Bible, is international and in-
terdenominational, comprising evangelical 
scholars who honor the inspiration and au-
thority of God’s written Word.

Footnotes 
Footnotes are used to show readers how the 
original biblical language has been under-
stood in the CSB.

1. Old Testament (OT) Textual Footnotes
OT textual notes show important differ-
ences among Hebrew (Hb) manuscripts 
and ancient OT versions, such as the Sep-
tuagint and the Vulgate. See the list of ab-
breviations that follows for a list of other 
ancient versions used.

Some OT textual notes (like NT textu-
al notes) give only an alternate textual 
reading. However, other OT textual notes 
also give the support for the reading cho-
sen by the editors as well as for the al-
ternate textual reading. For example, the 
CSB text of Psalm 12:7 reads,
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You, Lord, will guard us;
you will protect usA from this generation for-
ever.

The textual footnote for this verse reads,

A 12:7 Some Hb mss, LXX; other Hb mss read 
him

The textual note in this example means that 
there are two different readings found in the 
Hebrew manuscripts: some manuscripts read 
us and others read him. The CSB translators 
chose the reading us, which is also found in 
the Septuagint (LXX), and placed the other 
Hebrew reading him in the footnote.

Two other kinds OT textual notes are

Alt Hb tradition reads ______ a varia-
tion given by scribes in the Hebrew manu-
script tradition (known as Kethiv/Qere and 
Tiqqune Sopherim readings)

Hb uncertain when it is unclear what 
the original Hebrew text was

2. New Testament (NT) Textual Footnotes
NT textual notes indicate significant dif-
ferences among Greek manuscripts (mss) 
and are normally indicated in one of 
three ways:

 Other mss read ______
 Other mss add  ______
 Other mss omit ______

In the NT, some textual footnotes that use 
the word “add” or “omit” also have square 

brackets before and after the correspond-
ing verses in the biblical text. Examples 
of this use of square brackets are Mark 
16:9-20 and John 7:53–8:11.

3. Other Kinds of Footnotes
Lit ______ a more literal rendering 
in English of the Hebrew, Aramaic, or 
Greek text

Or ______  an alternate or less likely 
English translation of the same Hebrew, 
Aramaic, or Greek text

= an abbreviation for “it means” or “it 
is equivalent to”

Hb, Aramaic, Gk the actual He-
brew, Aramaic, or Greek word is given 
using equivalent English letters

Hb obscure    the existing Hebrew 
text is especially difficult to translate

emend(ed) to ______  the original He-
brew text is so difficult to translate that 
competent scholars have conjectured 
or inferred a restoration of the origi-
nal text based on the context, probable 
root meanings of the words, and uses in 
comparative languages

In some editions of the CSB, additional foot-
notes clarify the meaning of certain biblical 
texts or explain biblical history, persons, cus-
toms, places, activities, and measurements. 
Cross references are given for parallel pas-
sages or passages with similar wording, and 
in the NT, for passages quoted from the OT.
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Abbreviations in CSB Bibles

AD  In the year of our Lord
BC  before Christ
c.  century
ca  circa
chap(s). chapter(s)
cp.  compare
DSS  Dead Sea Scrolls
e.g.  for example
Eng  English
etc.  et cetera
Gk  Greek
Hb  Hebrew
i.e.  that is
Lat  Latin
lit  Literal(ly)
LXX  Septuagint—an ancient  
   translation of the  
   Old Testament into Greek
MT  Masoretic Text
NT  New Testament
ms(s)  manuscript(s)
OT  Old Testament
pl.  plural
Ps(s)  Psalm(s)
Sam  Samaritan Pentateuch
sg.  singular
Sym  Symmachus
Syr  Syriac
Tg   Targum
Theod Theodotian
v./vv.  verse, verses
Vg  Vulgate—an ancient  
   translation of the  
   Bible into Latin
vol(s). volume(s)
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I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O

GENESIS

Author: Moses.

Date Written: Between 1450 and 1400 BC.

Time Span: Chapters 1–11 record the first years 
of man’s history from the creation to the tower 
of Babylon. Chapters 12–50 cover about three 
hundred years, centering around the lives of 
four men: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. 
Genesis spans more time than the other 65 books 
of the Bible combined.

Title: The word genesis means “beginning,” or 
“origin.” Bereshith, the first word in the Hebrew 
text, means “in the beginning.”

Background: Genesis is the first of the five books 
of Moses, called the Pentateuch. Genesis deals 
with the history of the hu man race dwelling 
in the lands from Eden to Ur in the first eleven 
chapters, and from Ca naan to Egypt in the re-
maining thirty-nine chapters. This first book 
forms the basis for all further reve lation about 
God and his plan for man.

Where �written: The general belief is that Moses 
received this revelation while on Mount Sinai 
in the wilderness.

To Whom: Genesis is written for the benefit of 
the Israelites, but the messages contained here-
in are timeless as the prom ises God made to the 
patriarchs are made known and the foundation 
is set for the revelation of God’s love and the 
redemp tion of mankind through Jesus Christ.

Content: God uses his word to speak all cre-
ation into being. This creation is per fect un-
til man sins by listening to Satan in stead of 
trusting God and obeying his plan. This sin of 
Adam and Eve results in spiritual death and 
eventually leads to filling the world with hate, 

violence and disobedience. Finally, sin prevails 
until God uses a flood to destroy man kind, ex-
cept righteous Noah and his family. Even after 
this, sin sweeps the land, and the people build 
the huge tower of Babylon in defiance of God. 
God never stops loving man, however, and the 
last thirty-nine chapters of Genesis reveal how 
God—through the family of Ab raham—directs 
history to establish the early stages in his plan 
to save the people and mend their fellowship 
with him. The book closes with God’s chosen 
people in Egypt.

Key Words: “Beginning”; “Man”; “Covenant.” 
Genesis accounts for the “beginning” of the heav-
ens and earth, plant and animal life, “man” and 
woman, sin and civilization, and God’s work of 
redemption. God’s eternal plan of salvation for 
mankind is revealed through the “covenant” he 
establishes with Abraham.

Themes: • God creates man in his own image 
for fellowship with him. • Man is created with a 
body, a soul, a spirit, and a free will to make de-
cisions for or against God. • Though we sin, God 
will not give up on us or abandon us. • In spite of 
our failures, God loves us and sees our value and 
worth. • The Lord has a plan for every life, and 
it includes salvation and total obedience to his 
Word. • God has the love and the power to protect 
and provide for us as we place our faith in him.

Outline:

1. The story of creation. (1:1–2:25)
2. The beginning of sin and death. (3:1–5:32)
3. The story of Noah. (6:1–10:32)
4. The tower of Babylon. (11:1-9)
5. The life of Abraham. (11:10–25:18)
6. The life of Isaac. (25:19–26:35)
7. The life of Jacob. (27:1–36:43)
8. The life of Joseph. (37:1–50:26)
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2genesis 1:1

The Creation

1  In  the be gin ning a  God cre at ed  the 
heav ens  and  the  earth. a,b

2  Now  the  earth  was form less  and 
emp ty, c dark ness cov ered  the sur face  of 
 the wa tery  depths,  and  the Spir it  of  God 
 was hov er ing  over  the sur face  of  the 
wa ters. d 3  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be 
 light,” e  and  there  was  light. 4  God  saw 
 that  the  light  was  good,  and  God sep a-
rat ed  the  light  from  the dark ness. 5  God 
 called  the  light “ day,”  and  the dark ness 
 he  called “ night.”  There  was  an eve ning, 
 and  there  was  a morn ing:  one  day.

6  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  an ex-
panse be tween  the wa ters, separating 
wa ter  from wa ter.” f 7  So  God  made  the 
ex panse  and sep a rat ed  the wa ter un der 
 the ex panse  from  the wa ter  above  the 
ex panse. g  And  it  was  so. 8  God  called  the 
ex panse “ sky.” b Eve ning  came  and  then 
morn ing:  the sec ond  day.

9  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter un der 
 the  sky  be gath ered  into  one  place, h  and 
 let  the  dry  land ap pear.”  And  it  was  so. 
10  God  called  the  dry  land “ earth,”  and 
 the gath er ing  of  the wa ter  he  called 
“ seas.”  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 
11  Then  God  said, “ Let  the  earth pro duce 
veg e ta tion: seed-bearing  plants  and 
 fruit  trees  on  the  earth bear ing  fruit 
 with  seed  in  it ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.” i 
 And  it  was  so. 12  The  earth pro duced 
veg e ta tion: seed-bearing  plants ac cord-
ing  to  their  kinds  and  trees bear ing  fruit 
 with  seed  in  it ac cord ing  to  their  kinds. 
 And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 13 Eve-
ning  came  and  then morn ing:  the  third 
 day.

14  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  lights 
 in  the ex panse  of  the  sky  to sep a rate 
 the  day  from  the  night.  They  will  serve 
 as  signs j  for sea sons c  and  for  days  and 
 years. k 15  They  will  be  lights  in  the ex-
panse  of  the  sky  to pro vide  light  on  the 
 earth.”  And  it  was  so. 16  God  made  the 
 two  great  lights  —   the great er  light  to 
 rule  over  the  day  and  the less er  light 
 to  rule  over  the  night  —   as  well  as  the 
 stars. l 17  God  placed  them  in  the ex panse 
 of  the  sky  to pro vide  light  on  the  earth, 
18  to  rule  the  day  and  the  night,  and  to 
sep a rate  light  from dark ness. m  And  God 
 saw  that  it  was  good. 19 Eve ning  came 
 and  then morn ing:  the  fourth  day.

20  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter  swarm 
 with d liv ing crea tures,  and  let  birds  fly 
 above  the  earth  across  the ex panse 
 of  the  sky.” 21  So  God cre at ed  the  large 
sea-creatures e  and ev ery liv ing crea ture 
 that  moves  and  swarms  in  the wa ter, n 
ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.  He  also cre at-
ed ev ery  winged crea ture ac cord ing  to 
 its  kind.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 
22  God  blessed  them: “ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply, 
 and  fill  the wa ters  of  the  seas,  and  let  the 
 birds mul ti ply  on  the  earth.” o 23 Eve ning 
 came  and  then morn ing:  the  fifth  day.

24  Then  God  said, “ Let  the  earth pro-
duce liv ing crea tures ac cord ing  to  their 
 kinds: live stock, crea tures  that  crawl, 
 and  the wildlife  of  the  earth ac cord ing 
 to  their  kinds.”  And  it  was  so. 25  So  God 
 made  the wildlife  of  the  earth ac cord ing 
 to  their  kinds,  the live stock ac cord ing  to 
 their  kinds,  and  all  the crea tures  that 
 crawl  on  the  ground ac cord ing  to  their 
 kinds.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good.

26  Then  God  said, “ Let  us p  make  man f 
 in g  our im age, ac cord ing  to  our like-
ness. q  They  will  rule  the  fish  of  the  sea, 
 the  birds  of  the  sky,  the live stock,  the 
 whole  earth, h  and  the crea tures  that 
 crawl i  on  the  earth.” r

 27 So God created man 
in his own image;

  he created him in j the image 
of God;

  he created them male and female. s
28  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  to 
 them, “ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply,  fill  the 
 earth, t  and sub due  it.  Rule  the  fish  of  the 
 sea,  the  birds  of  the  sky,  and ev ery crea-
ture  that crawls k  on  the  earth.” 29  God 
 also  said, “ Look,  I  have giv en  you ev ery 
seed-bearing  plant  on  the sur face  of  the 
en tire  earth  and ev ery  tree  whose  fruit 
con tains  seed.  This  will  be  food  for  you, u 
30  for  all  the wildlife  of  the  earth,  for  
ev ery  bird  of  the  sky,  and  for ev ery crea-
ture  that crawls  on  the  earth  —  ev ery-
thing hav ing  the  breath  of  life  in  it  —   I 
 have giv en L ev ery  green  plant  for  food.” v 
 And  it  was  so. 31  God  saw  all  that  he  had 
 made,  and  it  was  very  good in deed. w 

a 1:1 Ps 90:2; 102:12; 
Is 40:21; Jn 1:1-3; 
Eph 3:21
b Neh 9:6; Is 40:12-
14; 43:7; Jr 10:12-16; 
Am 4:13; Rm 1:25; 
1Co 11:9; Col 1:16; 
Rv 4:11
c 1:2 Jr 4:23
d Jb 26:13; 33:4;  
Ps 33:6; 104:30
e 1:3 2Co 4:6
f 1:6 Is 44:24; Jr 10:12
g 1:7 Ps 148:4
h 1:9 Jb 38:8-11; Ps 
33:7; 136:6; Jr 5:22; 
2Pt 3:5
i 1:11 Ps 65:9-13; 
104:14
j 1:14 Jr 10:2
k Ps 104:19
l 1:16 Dt 4:19; Ps 
136:7-9; Is 40:26
m 1:18 Jr 31:35

n 1:21 Ps 104:25-28
o 1:22 Gn 8:17; 9:1

p 1:26 Gn 3:22; 11:7
q Gn 5:1,3; 9:6; Rm 

8:29; 1Co 11:7; 
15:49; 2Co 3:18; 4:4; 

Eph 4:24; Col 1:15; 
Jms 3:9

r Gn 9:2; Ps 8:6-8; 
Jms 3:7

s 1:27 Gn 5:2; Mt 
19:4; Mk 10:6

t 1:28 Gn 9:1,7
u 1:29 Gn 9:3; Ps 

104:14-15; 136:25; 
145:15-16

v 1:30 Ps 147:9
w 1:31 1Tm 4:4

a 1:1 Or created the universe   b 1:8 Or “heavens.”   c 1:14 Or for the 
appointed times   d 1:20 Lit with swarms of   e 1:21 Or created sea 
monsters   f 1:26 Or human beings ; Hb ‘adam, also in v. 27   g 1:26 Or as   
h 1:26 Syr reads sky, and over every animal of the land   i 1:26 Or scurry   
j 1:27 Or man as his own image; he created him as   k 1:28 Or and all 
scurrying animals   L 1:30 I have given added for clarity
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3 genesis

KeY PLACes in genesis

God created the universe and the earth. Then he made man 
and woman, giving them a home in a beautiful garden. 
Unfortunately, Adam and Eve disobeyed God and were 
expelled from the garden (3:24).

Mountains of Ararat Adam and Eve’s sin brought sin into 
the human race. Years later, sin had run rampant and God 
decided to destroy the earth with a great flood. But Noah, 
his family, and two of each animal were safe in the ark. 
When the floods receded, the ark rested on the mountains 
of Ararat (8:4).

Babylon People never learn. Again sin abounded and 
the pride of the people led them to build a huge tower as a 
monument to their own greatness — obviously they had no 
thought of God. As punishment, God scattered the people 
by giving them different languages (11:8-9).

Ur of the Chaldeans  Abram, a descendant of Shem and 
father of the Hebrew nation, was born in this great city 
(11:27-28).

Haran Terah, Lot, Abram, and Sarai left Ur and, following 
the fertile crescent of the Euphrates River, headed toward 
the land of Canaan. Along the way, they settled in the city of 
Haran for a while (11:31).

shechem God urged Abram to leave Haran and go to a 
place where he would become the father of a great nation 

(12:1-2). So Abram, Lot and Sarai traveled to the land of 
Canaan and settled near a city called Shechem (12:6).

Hebron Abraham moved on to Hebron where he put 
down his deepest roots (13:18). Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
all lived and were buried here.

Beer-sheba A well was dug here as a sign of an oath 
between Abraham and the army of King Abimelech 
(21:31). Years later, as Isaac was moving from place to 
place, God appeared to him here and passed on to him 
the covenant he had made with his father, Abraham 
(26:23-25).

Bethel After deceiving his brother, Jacob left Beer-sheba 
and fled to Haran. Along the way, God revealed himself to 
Jacob in a dream and passed on the covenant he had made 
with Abraham and Isaac (28:10-22). Jacob lived in Harran, 
worked for Laban, and married Leah and Rachel (29:15-28). 
After a tense meeting with his brother Esau, Jacob returned 
to Bethel (35:1).

egypt Jacob had twelve sons, including Joseph, Jacob’s 
favorite. Joseph’s ten older brothers grew jealous, until 
one day the brothers sold him to Midianite traders going 
to Egypt. Eventually, Joseph rose from Egyptian slave to 
Pharaoh’s “right-hand man,” saving Egypt from famine. 
His entire family moved from Canaan to Egypt and settled 
there (46:3-4). 
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Eve ning  came  and  then morn ing:  the 
 sixth  day.

2  So  the heav ens  and  the  earth  and ev-
ery thing  in  them  were com plet ed. a 

2  On  the sev enth a  day  God  had com plet ed 
 his  work  that  he  had  done,  and  he rest-
ed b  on  the sev enth  day  from  all  his  work 
 that  he  had  done. b 3  God  blessed  the sev-
enth  day  and de clared  it  holy,  for  on  it  he 
rest ed c  from  all  his  work  of cre a tion. c,d

Man and Woman in the garden
4  These  are  the rec ords e  of  the heav ens 
 and  the  earth, con cern ing  their cre-
a tion.  At  the  time d  that  the  L ord  God 
 made  the  earth  and  the heav ens, 5  no 
 shrub  of  the  field f  had  yet  grown  on 
 the  land, e  and  no  plant  of  the  field  had 
 yet sprout ed,  for  the  L ord  God  had  not 
 made  it  rain  on  the  land,  and  there  was 
 no  man  to  work  the  ground. 6  But  mist 
 would  come  up  from  the  earth  and wa-
ter  all  the  ground. 7  Then  the  L ord  God 
 formed  the  man  out  of  the  dust  from  the 
 ground g  and  breathed  the  breath  of  life 
 into  his nos trils, h  and  the  man be came  a 
liv ing be ing. i

8  The  L ord  God plant ed  a gar den  in 
 Eden,  in  the  east, j  and  there  he  placed 
 the  man  he  had  formed. 9  The  L ord  God 
 caused  to  grow  out  of  the  ground ev ery 
 tree pleas ing  in ap pear ance  and  good 
 for  food, in clud ing  the  tree  of  life  in  the 
mid dle  of  the gar den, k  as  well  as  the  tree 
 of  the knowl edge  of  good  and  evil. l

10  A riv er  went f  out  from  Eden  to wa-
ter  the gar den.  From  there  it di vid ed  and 
be came  the  source  of  four riv ers. g 11  The 
 name  of  the  first  is Pi shon,  which  flows 
 through  the en tire  land  of Hav i lah, h,m 
 where  there  is  gold. 12  Gold  from  that 
 land  is  pure; i bdel li um j  and  onyx k  are 
 also  there. 13  The  name  of  the sec ond riv-
er  is Gi hon,  which  flows  through  the en-
tire  land  of  Cush. 14  The  name  of  the  third 
riv er  is Ti gris, n  which  runs  east  of As syr-
ia.  And  the  fourth riv er  is  the Eu phra tes. o

15  The  L ord  God  took  the  man  and 
 placed  him  in  the gar den  of  Eden  to 
 work  it  and  watch  over  it. 16  And  the 
 L ord  God com mand ed  the  man, “ You  are 
 free  to  eat  from  any  tree  of  the gar den, p 
17  but  you  must  not  eat  from  the  tree  of 
 the knowl edge  of  good  and  evil,  for  on 
 the  day  you  eat  from  it,  you  will cer tain ly 

 die.” q 18  Then  the  L ord  God  said, “ It  is  not 
 good  for  the  man  to  be  alone.  I  will  make 
 a help er cor re spond ing r  to  him.” 19  The 
 L ord  God  formed  out  of  the  ground ev-
ery  wild an i mal  and ev ery  bird  of  the 
 sky,  and  brought  each  to  the  man  to  see 
 what  he  would  call  it. s  And what ev er 
 the  man  called  a liv ing crea ture,  that 
 was  its  name. 20  The  man  gave  names  to 
 all  the live stock,  to  the  birds  of  the  sky, 
 and  to ev ery  wild an i mal;  but  for  the 
 man l  no help er  was  found cor re spond-
ing  to  him. 21  So  the  L ord  God  caused  a 
 deep  sleep  to  come  over  the  man, t  and  he 
 slept.  God  took  one  of  his  ribs  and  closed 
 the  flesh  at  that  place. 22  Then  the  L ord 
 God  made  the  rib  he  had tak en  from  the 
 man  into  a wom an  and  brought  her  to 
 the  man. u 23  And  the  man  said:
  This one, at last, is bone of my bone
  and flesh of my flesh;
  this one will be called “woman,”
  for she was taken from man. v

24  This  is  why  a  man  leaves  his fa ther 
 and moth er  and  bonds  with  his  wife, 
 and  they be come  one  flesh. w 25  Both  the 
 man  and  his  wife  were na ked,  yet  felt 
 no  shame.

The Temptation and the Fall

3  Now  the ser pent  was  the  most cun-
ning  of  all  the  wild an i mals  that 

 the  L ord  God  had  made.  He  said  to  the 
wom an, “ Did  God real ly  say, ‘ You  can’t 
 eat  from  any  tree  in  the gar den’? ” x

2  The wom an  said  to  the ser pent, “ We 
 may  eat  the  fruit  from  the  trees  in  the 
gar den. 3  But  about  the  fruit  of  the  tree  in 
 the mid dle  of  the gar den,  God  said, ‘ You 
 must  not  eat  it  or  touch  it,  or  you  will 
 die.’ ” y

4 “ No!  You  will  not  die,”  the ser pent 
 said  to  the wom an. z 5 “ In  fact,  God  knows 
 that  when m  you  eat  it  your  eyes  will  be 
 opened  and  you  will  be  like  God, n know-
ing  good  and  evil.” 6  The wom an  saw  that 
 the  tree  was  good  for  food  and de light-
ful  to  look  at,  and  that  it  was de sir able 
 for obtaining wis dom.  So  she  took  some 

a 2:1 Neh 9:6; Ps 
33:6; Is 34:4; 45:12
b 2:2 Ex 20:8-11; 
31:17; Dt 5:12-14; 
Heb 4:4
c 2:3 Ex 31:17
d Ex 20:11; 31:17; 
Ps 121:2
e 2:4 Gn 5:1; 6:9; 
10:1; 11:10,27; 
25:12,19; 36:1,9; 
37:2
f 2:5 Gn 1:11-12
g 2:7 Gn 3:19,23; 
18:27; Ps 103:14; Ec 
12:7; 1Co 15:47
h Gn 7:22; Jb 33:4; 
Is 2:22
i 1Co 15:45
j 2:8 Gn 13:10; Is 
51:3; Ezk 28:13; 31:8; 
Jl 2:3
k 2:9 Gn 3:22; Rv 2:7; 
22:2,14
l Pr 3:18
m 2:11 Gn 10:7,29; 
25:18; 1Sm 15:7
n 2:14 Dn 10:4
o Gn 15:18
p 2:16 Gn 3:1-2

q 2:17 Gn 3:5;  
Dt 30:15,19-20; 

Rm 6:23; 1Tm 5:6; 
Jms 1:15

r 2:18 Pr 31:11-12; 
1Co 11:9; 1Tm 2:13

s 2:19 Ps 8:6
t 2:21 Gn 15:12

u 2:22 1Co 11:8,12
v 2:23 Eph 5:28-30

w 2:24 Mal 2:15;  
Mt 19:5; Mk 10:7-8; 

1Co 6:16; Eph 5:31
x 3:1 Mt 10:16;  

2Co 11:3; Rv 12:9; 
20:2

y 3:3 Gn 2:17
z 3:4 Jn 8:44

a 2:2 Sam, LXX, Syr read sixth   b 2:2 Or ceased, also in v. 3   c 2:3 Lit 
work that God created to make   d 2:4 Lit creation on the day    
e 2:5 Or earth   f 2:10 Or goes   g 2:10 Lit became four heads    
h 2:11 Or of the Havilah   i 2:12 Lit good   j 2:12 A yellowish, transparent 
gum resin   k 2:12 Identity of this precious stone uncertain   L 2:20 Or for 
Adam   m 3:5 Lit on the day   n 3:5 Or gods, or divine beings
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 of  its  fruit  and  ate  it;  she  also  gave  some 
 to  her hus band,  who  was  with  her,  and 
 he  ate  it. a 7  Then  the  eyes  of  both  of  them 
 were  opened,  and  they  knew  they  were 
na ked;  so  they  sewed  fig  leaves to geth er 
 and  made cov er ings  for them selves.

sin’s Consequences
8  Then  the  man  and  his  wife  heard 
 the  sound  of  the  L ord  God walk ing  in 
 the gar den  at  the  time  of  the eve ning 
 breeze, a  and  they  hid  from  the  L ord  God 
 among  the  trees  of  the gar den. b 9  So  the 
 L ord  God  called  out  to  the  man  and  said 
 to  him, “ Where  are  you? ”

10  And  he  said, “ I  heard  you b  in  the 
gar den,  and  I  was  afraid be cause  I  was 
na ked,  so  I  hid.”

11  Then  he  asked, “ Who  told  you  that 
 you  were na ked?  Did  you  eat  from  the  tree 
 that  I com mand ed  you  not  to  eat  from? ”

12  The  man re plied, c “ The wom an  you 
 gave  to  be  with  me  —   she  gave  me  some 
 fruit  from  the  tree,  and  I  ate.”

13  So  the  L ord  God  asked  the wom an, 
“ What  is  this  you  have  done? ”

 And  the wom an  said, “ The ser pent 
de ceived  me,  and  I  ate.” d

14  So  the  L ord  God  said  to  the ser pent:
  Because you have done this,
  you are cursed more than 

any livestock
  and more than any wild animal.
  You will move on your belly
  and eat dust all the days 

of your life. e
 15 I will put hostility between you 

and the woman,
  and between your offspring 

and her offspring.
  He will strike your head,
  and you will strike his heel. f

16  He  said  to  the wom an:
  I will intensify your labor pains;
  you will bear children 

with painful effort. g
  Your desire h will be 

for your husband,
  yet he will rule over you.

17  And  he  said  to  the  man, “Be cause 
 you lis tened  to  your  wife  and  ate  from 
 the  tree  about  which  I com mand ed  you, 
‘ Do  not  eat  from  it’:

  The ground is cursed 
because of you. i

  You will eat from it by means of 
painful labor c

  all the days of your life.
 18 It will produce thorns and thistles 

for you,
  and you will eat the plants 

of the field. j
 19 You will eat bread d by the sweat 

of your brow
  until you return to the ground, k
  since you were taken from it.
  For you are dust,
  and you will return to dust.”

20  The  man  named  his  wife  Eve e be-
cause  she  was  the moth er  of  all  the liv-
ing. 21  The  L ord  God  made cloth ing  from 
 skins  for  the  man  and  his  wife,  and  he 
 clothed  them.

22  The  L ord  God  said, “ Since  the  man 
 has be come  like  one  of  us, know ing  good 
 and  evil,  he  must  not  reach  out,  take  from 
 the  tree  of  life,  eat,  and  live for ev er.” l 23  So 
 the  L ord  God  sent  him  away  from  the 
gar den  of  Eden  to  work  the  ground  from 
 which  he  was tak en. 24  He  drove  the  man 
 out  and sta tioned  the cher u bim  and  the 
flam ing, whirl ing  sword  east  of  the gar-
den  of  Eden  to  guard  the  way  to  the  tree 
 of  life. m

Cain Murders Abel

4  The  man  was in ti mate  with  his  wife 
 Eve,  and  she con ceived  and  gave 

 birth  to  Cain.  She  said, “ I  have  had  a 
 male  child  with  the  L ord’ s  help.” f 2  She 
 also  gave  birth  to  his broth er  Abel. 
 Now  Abel be came  a shep herd  of  flocks, 
 but  Cain  worked  the  ground. 3  In  the 
 course  of  time  Cain pre sent ed  some  of 
 the  land’s pro duce  as  an of fer ing  to  the 
 L ord. n 4  And  Abel  also pre sent ed  an of-
fer ing  —   some  of  the first born  of  his 
 flock  and  their  fat por tions. o  The  L ord 
 had re gard  for  Abel  and  his of fer ing, p 
5  but  he  did  not  have re gard  for  Cain 
 and  his of fer ing.  Cain  was fu ri ous,  and 
 he  looked de spon dent. g

6  Then  the  L ord  said  to  Cain, “ Why 
 are  you fu ri ous? q  And  why  do  you  look 

a 3:6 1Tm 2:14; Jms 
1:14-15; 1Jn 2:16
b 3:8 Jb 34:22-23
c 3:12 Jb 31:33; Pr 
28:13
d 3:13 Rm 7:11; 2Co 
11:3; 1Tm 2:14
e 3:14 Is 65:25; 
Mc 7:17
f 3:15 Heb 2:14; 
1Jn 3:8
g 3:16 Jn 16:21; 
1Tm 2:15
h Gn 4:7

i 3:17 Gn 5:29; Rm 
8:20-22; Heb 6:8

j 3:18 Gn 2:5
k 3:19 Ps 90:3; 

104:29; Ec 12:7
l 3:22 Gn 2:9; Rv 2:7
m 3:24 Ex 25:18-22; 

Ps 104:4; Ezk 10:1-
20; Heb 1:7

n 4:3 Ex 23:19; 34:26; 
Neh 10:35

o 4:4 Ex 13:12; Nm 
18:17; Pr 3:9

p Heb 11:4
q 4:6 Jnh 4:4

a 3:8 Lit at the wind of the day   b 3:10 Lit the sound of you    
c 3:17 Lit it through pain   d 3:19 Or food   e 3:20 Lit Living, or Life   
f 4:1 Lit the Lord   g 4:5 Lit and his face fell

01_Genesis.indd   501_Genesis.indd   5 1/15/20   1:00 PM1/15/20   1:00 PM



FamilySalvation God ProphecyLove History

6genesis 4:7

de spon dent? a 7  If  you  do  what  is  right, 
 won’t  you  be ac cept ed?  But  if  you  do  not 
 do  what  is  right,  sin  is crouch ing  at  the 
 door.  Its de sire  is  for  you,  but  you  must 
 rule  over  it.” a

8  Cain  said  to  his broth er  Abel, “ Let’s  go 
 out  to  the  field.” b  And  while  they  were  in 
 the  field,  Cain at tacked  his broth er  Abel 
 and  killed  him. b

9  Then  the  L ord  said  to  Cain, “ Where 
 is  your broth er  Abel? ”

“ I  don’t  know,”  he re plied. “ Am  I  my 
broth er’s guard ian? ”

10  Then  he  said, “ What  have  you 
 done?  Your broth er’s  blood  cries  out  to 
 me  from  the  ground! c 11  So  now  you  are 
 cursed, alien at ed  from  the  ground  that 
 opened  its  mouth  to re ceive  your broth-
er’s  blood  you  have  shed. c 12  If  you  work 
 the  ground,  it  will nev er  again  give  you 
 its  yield.  You  will  be  a rest less wan der er 
 on  the  earth.” d

13  But  Cain an swered  the  L ord, “ My 
pun ish ment d  is  too  great  to  bear! 14  Since 
 you  are banishing  me to day  from  the 
 face  of  the  earth,  and  I  must  hide  from 
 your pres ence  and be come  a rest less 
wan der er  on  the  earth, who ev er  finds 
 me  will  kill  me.” e

15  Then  the  L ord re plied  to  him, “ In 
 that  case, e who ev er  kills  Cain  will suf-
fer ven geance sev en  times  over.” f  And 
 he  placed  a  mark f  on  Cain  so  that who-
ev er  found  him  would  not  kill  him. 
16  Then  Cain  went  out  from  the  L ord’ s 
pres ence  and  lived  in  the  land  of  Nod, 
 east  of  Eden.

The Line of Cain
17  Cain  was in ti mate  with  his  wife,  and 
 she con ceived  and  gave  birth  to  Enoch. 
 Then  Cain be came  the build er  of  a  city, 
 and  he  named  the  city  Enoch af ter  his 
 son. 18  Irad  was  born  to  Enoch,  Irad fa-
thered Me hu ja el, Me hu ja el fa thered 
Me thu sha el,  and Me thu sha el fa thered 
La mech. 19 La mech  took  two  wives  for 
him self,  one  named  Adah  and  the oth er 
 named Zil lah. 20  Adah  bore Ja bal;  he  was 
 the fa ther  of  the nomadic herds men. g 
21  His broth er  was  named Ju bal;  he  was 
 the fa ther  of  all  who  play  the  lyre  and 
 the  flute. 22 Zil lah  bore Tubal-cain,  who 
 made  all  kinds  of  bronze  and  iron  tools. 
Tubal-cain’s sis ter  was Na a mah.

23 La mech  said  to  his  wives:
  Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
  wives of Lamech, pay attention 

to my words.
  For I killed a man 

for wounding me,
  a young man for striking me.
 24 If Cain is to be avenged 

seven times over,
  then for Lamech it will be  

seventy-seven times!

25  Adam  was in ti mate  with  his  wife 
 again,  and  she  gave  birth  to  a  son  and 
 named  him  Seth,  for  she  said, “ God  has 
giv en h  me an oth er  child i  in  place  of 
 Abel,  since  Cain  killed  him.” 26  A  son  was 
 born  to  Seth g  also,  and  he  named  him 
 Enosh.  At  that  time peo ple be gan  to  call 
 on  the  name  of  the  L ord. h

The Line of seth

5  This  is  the doc u ment con tain ing  the 
fam i ly j rec ords i  of  Adam. k  On  the 

 day  that  God cre at ed  man, l  he  made  him 
 in  the like ness  of  God; 2  he cre at ed  them 
 male  and fe male.  When  they  were cre-
at ed,  he  blessed  them  and  called  them 
man kind. m

3  Adam  was  130  years  old  when  he fa-
thered  a  son  in  his like ness, ac cord ing  to 
 his im age,  and  named  him  Seth. 4  Adam 
 lived  800  years af ter  he fa thered  Seth, 
 and  he fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh-
ters. 5  So  Adam’s  life last ed  930  years; 
 then  he  died.

6  Seth  was  105  years  old  when  he fa-
thered  Enosh. 7  Seth  lived  807  years af-
ter  he fa thered  Enosh,  and  he fa thered 
oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 8  So  Seth’s  life 
last ed  912  years;  then  he  died.

9  Enosh  was  90  years  old  when  he fa-
thered Ke nan. 10  Enosh  lived  815  years 
af ter  he fa thered Ke nan,  and  he fa thered 
oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 11  So  Enosh’s 
 life last ed  905  years;  then  he  died.

12 Ke nan  was  70  years  old  when  he 
fa thered Ma ha la lel. 13 Ke nan  lived  840 
 years af ter  he fa thered Ma ha la lel,  and 

a 4:7 Gn 3:16
b 4:8 Mt 23:35; 
Lk 11:51; 1Jn 3:12-
15; Jd 11
c 4:10 Nm 35:33; Dt 
21:1-9; Heb 12:24; Rv 
6:9-10
d 4:12 Dt 28:16-18; 
Is 26:21
e 4:14 Nm 35:26-27
f 4:15 Ex 9:4; Ezk 
9:4,6; Rv 13:16-17

g 4:26 Lk 3:38
h Gn 12:8; 26:25; 

1Kg 18:24; Ps 116:17; 
Jl 2:32; Zph 3:9; 

1Co 1:2
i 5:1 Gn 2:4

a 4:6 Lit why has your face fallen   b 4:8 Sam, LXX, Syr, Vg; MT omits 
“Let’s go out to the field.”   c 4:11 Lit blood from your hand    
d 4:13 Or sin   e 4:15 LXX, Syr, Vg read “Not so!”   f 4:15 Or suffer 
severely   g 4:20 Lit the dweller of tent and livestock   h 4:25 The Hb 
word for given sounds like the name “Seth.”   i 4:25 Lit seed    
j 5:1 Lit written family   k 5:1 Or mankind   L 5:1 Or Adam, human 
beings   m 5:2 Hb ‘adam
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 he fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 
14  So Ke nan’s  life last ed  910  years;  then 
 he  died.

15 Ma ha la lel  was  65  years  old  when 
 he fa thered Ja red. 16 Ma ha la lel  lived  830 
 years af ter  he fa thered Ja red,  and  he fa-
thered oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 17  So 
Ma ha la lel’s  life last ed  895  years;  then 
 he  died.

18 Ja red  was  162  years  old  when  he 
fa thered  Enoch. 19 Ja red  lived  800  years 
af ter  he fa thered  Enoch,  and  he fa thered 
oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 20  So Ja red’s 
 life last ed  962  years;  then  he  died.

21  Enoch  was  65  years  old  when  he fa-
thered Me thu se lah. 22  And af ter  he fa-
thered Me thu se lah,  Enoch  walked  with 
 God a  300  years  and fa thered oth er  sons 
 and daugh ters. 23  So  Enoch’s  life last ed 
 365  years. 24  Enoch  walked  with  God;  then 
 he  was  not  there be cause  God  took  him. b

25 Me thu se lah  was  187  years  old 
 when  he fa thered La mech. 26 Me thu se-
lah  lived  782  years af ter  he fa thered La-
mech,  and  he fa thered oth er  sons  and 
daugh ters. 27  So Me thu se lah’s  life last ed 
 969  years;  then  he  died.

28 La mech  was  182  years  old  when 
 he fa thered  a  son. 29  And  he  named  him 
 Noah, a say ing, “ This  one  will  bring  us 
re lief  from  the ag o niz ing la bor  of  our 
 hands,  caused  by  the  ground  the  L ord 
 has  cursed.” c 30 La mech  lived  595  years 
af ter  he fa thered  Noah,  and  he fa thered 
oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 31  So La mech’s 
 life last ed  777  years;  then  he  died.

32  Noah  was  500  years  old,  and  he fa-
thered  Shem,  Ham,  and Ja pheth.

sons of god and Daughters  
of Mankind

6  When man kind be gan  to mul ti ply  on 
 the  earth  and daugh ters  were  born 

 to  them, 2  the  sons  of  God d  saw  that  the 
daugh ters  of man kind  were beau ti ful, 
 and  they  took  any  they  chose  as  wives b 
 for them selves. e 3  And  the  L ord  said, 
“ My Spir it  will  not re main c  with d man-
kind for ev er, f be cause  they  are cor rupt. e,g 
 Their  days  will  be  120  years.” 4  The Neph-
i lim f  were  on  the  earth  both  in  those 
 days  and af ter ward,  when  the  sons  of 
 God  came  to  the daugh ters  of man kind, 
 who  bore chil dren  to  them.  They  were 
 the pow er ful  men  of  old,  the fa mous  men.

Judgment Decreed
5  When  the  L ord  saw  that hu man wick-
ed ness  was wide spread  on  the  earth  and 
 that ev ery in cli na tion  of  the hu man  mind 
 was noth ing  but  evil  all  the  time, h 6  the 
 L ord regretted  that  he  had  made  man  on 
 the  earth, i  and  he  was deep ly  grieved. g 
7  Then  the  L ord  said, “ I  will  wipe man-
kind,  whom  I cre at ed,  off  the  face  of  the 
 earth, to geth er  with  the an i mals, crea-
tures  that  crawl,  and  birds  of  the  sky  —  
 for  I re gret  that  I  made  them.” 8  Noah, 
how ev er,  found fa vor  with  the  L ord. j

god Warns noah
9  These  are  the fam i ly rec ords k  of  Noah. 
 Noah  was  a righ teous  man, l blame-
less  among  his contemporaries; m  Noah 
 walked  with  God. n 10  And  Noah fa thered 
 three  sons:  Shem,  Ham,  and Ja pheth.

11  Now  the  earth  was cor rupt  in  God’s 
 sight,  and  the  earth  was  filled  with 
wick ed ness. h 12  God  saw  how cor rupt 
 the  earth  was,  for ev ery crea ture  had 
cor rupt ed  its  way  on  the  earth. o 13  Then 
 God  said  to  Noah, “ I  have de cid ed  to  put 
 an  end  to ev ery crea ture,  for  the  earth  is 
 filled  with wick ed ness be cause  of  them; 
there fore  I  am go ing  to de stroy  them 
 along  with  the  earth.

14 “ Make your self  an  ark  of gopher i 
 wood.  Make  rooms  in  the  ark,  and cov er 
 it  with  pitch in side  and out side. 15  This  is 
 how  you  are  to  make  it:  The  ark  will  be 
 450  feet  long,  75  feet  wide,  and  45  feet 
 high. j 16  You  are  to  make  a  roof, k fin ish-
ing  the  sides  of  the  ark  to with in eigh-
teen inch es l  of  the  roof.  You  are  to  put  a 
 door  in  the  side  of  the  ark.  Make  it  with 
low er, mid dle,  and up per  decks.

17 “Un der stand  that  I  am bring ing  a 
 flood  —  flood wa ters  on  the  earth p  to 
de stroy ev ery crea ture un der heav-
en  with  the  breath  of  life  in  it. Ev ery-
thing  on  earth  will per ish. 18  But  I  will 
es tab lish  my cov enant  with  you, q  and 
 you  will en ter  the  ark  with  your  sons, 
 your  wife,  and  your  sons’  wives. 19  You 
 are  also  to  bring  into  the  ark  two  of  all 

a 5:22 Gn 6:9; 17:1; 
24:40; 48:15; Mc 
6:8; Mal 2:6; 1Th 
2:12
b 5:24 2Kg 2:11; 
Heb 11:5
c 5:29 Gn 3:17-
19; 4:11
d 6:2 Jb 1:6; 2:1; 38:7
e 1Pt 3:19-20; Jd 6
f 6:3 Gl 5:16-17; 
1Pt 3:20
g Ps 78:39

h 6:5 Gn 8:21; Ps 
14:1-3; Pr 6:18; Mt 
15:19; Rm 1:28-32

i 6:6 Nm 23:19; 
1Sm 15:11,29; 2Sm 

24:16; Jl 2:13
j 6:8 Gn 19:19; Ex 

33:17; Lk 1:30
k 6:9 Gn 2:4

l Ps 37:39; 2Pt 2:5
m Gn 17:1; Dt 18:13; 

Jb 1:1
n Gn 5:22

o 6:12 Jb 22:15-17; 
Ps 14:2-3; 53:2-3

p 6:17 Gn 7:4; 
2Pt 2:5

q 6:18 Gn 9:9-
16; 17:7

a 5:29 In Hb, the name Noah sounds like “bring us relief.”   b 6:2 Or 
women   c 6:3 Or strive   d 6:3 Or in   e 6:3 Lit flesh   f 6:4 Possibly 
means “fallen ones”; traditionally, “giants”; Nm 13:31-33   g 6:6 Lit was 
grieved to his heart   h 6:11 Or injustice, also in v. 13   i 6:14 Unknown 
species of tree; perhaps pine or cypress   j 6:15 Or 300 cubits long, 
50 cubits wide, and 30 cubits high   k 6:16 Or window, or hatch ; Hb 
uncertain   L 6:16 Lit to a cubit
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 the liv ing crea tures,  male  and fe male,  to 
 keep  them  alive  with  you. 20  Two  of ev-
ery thing  —   from  the  birds ac cord ing  to 
 their  kinds,  from  the live stock ac cord-
ing  to  their  kinds,  and  from  the an i mals 
 that  crawl  on  the  ground ac cord ing  to 
 their  kinds  —   will  come  to  you  so  that 
 you  can  keep  them  alive. 21  Take  with 
 you ev ery  kind  of  food  that  is eat en; 
gath er  it  as  food  for  you  and  for  them.” 
22  And  Noah  did  this.  He  did ev ery thing 
 that  God  had com mand ed  him. a

entering the Ark

7  Then  the  L ord  said  to  Noah, “En ter 
 the  ark,  you  and  all  your house hold, 

 for  I  have  seen  that  you  alone  are righ-
teous be fore  me  in  this gen er a tion. b 2  You 
 are  to  take  with  you sev en  pairs,  a  male 
 and  its fe male,  of  all  the  clean an i mals, c 
 and  two  of  the an i mals  that  are  not 
 clean,  a  male  and  its fe male, 3  and sev en 
 pairs,  male  and fe male,  of  the  birds  of  the 
 sky  —   in or der  to  keep off spring  alive 
through out  the  earth. 4 Sev en  days  from 
 now  I  will  make  it  rain  on  the  earth for-
ty  days  and for ty  nights,  and ev ery liv ing 
 thing  I  have  made  I  will  wipe  off  the  face 
 of  the  earth.” 5  And  Noah  did ev ery thing 
 that  the  L ord com mand ed  him. d

6  Noah  was  six hun dred  years  old 
 when  the  flood  came  and wa ter cov-
ered  the  earth. 7  So  Noah,  his  sons,  his 
 wife,  and  his  sons’  wives en tered  the  ark 
be cause  of  the flood wa ters. 8  From  the 
 clean an i mals, un clean an i mals,  birds, 
 and ev ery crea ture  that crawls  on  the 
 ground, 9  two  of  each,  male  and fe male, 
 came  to  Noah  and en tered  the  ark,  just  as 
 God  had com mand ed  him. 10 Sev en  days 
lat er  the flood wa ters  came  on  the  earth.

The Flood
11  In  the  six hun dredth  year  of  Noah’s 
 life,  in  the sec ond  month,  on  the sev en-
teenth  day  of  the  month,  on  that  day  all 
 the  sources  of  the  vast wa tery  depths 
 burst  open, e  the flood gates  of  the  sky 
 were  opened, f 12  and  the  rain  fell  on  the 
 earth for ty  days  and for ty  nights. 13  On 
 that  same  day  Noah  along  with  his  sons 
 Shem,  Ham,  and Ja pheth,  Noah’s  wife, 
 and  his  three  sons’  wives en tered  the 
 ark  with  him. 14  They en tered  it  with  all 
 the wildlife ac cord ing  to  their  kinds,  all 

live stock ac cord ing  to  their  kinds,  all  the 
crea tures  that  crawl  on  the  earth ac cord-
ing  to  their  kinds, ev ery fly ing crea ture  
—   all  the  birds  and ev ery  winged crea-
ture  —  ac cord ing  to  their  kinds. 15  Two 
 of ev ery crea ture  that  has  the  breath  of 
 life  in  it  came  to  Noah  and en tered  the 
 ark. 16  Those  that en tered,  male  and fe-
male  of ev ery crea ture, en tered  just  as 
 God  had com mand ed  him.  Then  the  L ord 
 shut  him  in.

17  The  flood con tin ued  for for ty  days 
 on  the  earth;  the wa ter in creased  and 
lift ed  up  the  ark  so  that  it  rose  above  the 
 earth. 18  The wa ter  surged  and in creased 
great ly  on  the  earth,  and  the  ark float ed 
 on  the sur face  of  the wa ter. 19  Then  the 
wa ter  surged  even high er  on  the  earth, 
 and  all  the  high moun tains un der  the 
 whole  sky  were cov ered. 20  The moun-
tains  were cov ered  as  the wa ter  surged 
 above  them  more  than twen ty  feet. a 
21 Ev ery crea ture per ished  —   those 
 that  crawl  on  the  earth,  birds, live stock, 
wildlife,  and  those  that  swarm b  on  the 
 earth,  as  well  as  all man kind. 22 Ev ery-
thing  with  the  breath  of  the spir it  of  life 
 in  its nos trils g  —  ev ery thing  on  dry  land 
 died. 23  He  wiped  out ev ery liv ing  thing 
 that  was  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  from 
man kind  to live stock,  to crea tures  that 
 crawl,  to  the  birds  of  the  sky,  and  they 
 were  wiped  off  the  earth.  Only  Noah 
 was  left,  and  those  that  were  with  him 
 in  the  ark. h 24  And  the wa ter  surged  on 
 the  earth  150  days.

The Flood Recedes

8  God re mem bered  Noah, i  as  well  as 
 all  the wildlife  and  all  the live stock 

 that  were  with  him  in  the  ark.  God 
 caused  a  wind c  to  pass  over  the  earth, j 
 and  the wa ter be gan  to sub side. 2  The 
 sources  of  the wa tery  depths  and  the 
flood gates  of  the  sky  were  closed,  and 
 the  rain  from  the  sky  stopped. k 3  The 
wa ter steadi ly re ced ed  from  the  earth, 
 and  by  the  end  of  150  days  the wa ter 
 had de creased significantly. l 4  The  ark 
 came  to  rest  in  the sev enth  month,  on 
 the sev en teenth  day  of  the  month,  on 
 the moun tains  of Ar a rat. m

a 6:22 Gn 7:5
b 7:1 Mt 24:38-39; Lk 
17:26-27; Heb 11:7
c 7:2 Gn 8:20; Lv 11:1-
31; Dt 14:3-20
d 7:5 Gn 6:22
e 7:11 Gn 8:2; Pr 
8:28; Am 9:6
f 2Kg 7:19; Ps 78:23; 
Is 24:18; Mal 3:10

g 7:22 Gn 2:7
h 7:23 1Pt 3:20; 

2Pt 2:5
i 8:1 Gn 19:29; Ex 

2:24; 1Sm 1:19; Ps 
105:42

j Ex 14:21; 15:10; Jb 
12:15; Ps 29:10; Is 

44:27; Nah 1:4
k 8:2 Gn 7:11
l 8:3 Gn 7:24

m 8:4 2Kg 19:37; Is 
37:38; Jr 51:27

a 7:20 Lit surged 15 cubits   b 7:21 Lit all the swarming swarms    
c 8:1 Or spirit ; Gn 1:2
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5  The wa ter con tin ued  to re cede un-
til  the  tenth  month;  in  the  tenth  month, 
 on  the  first  day  of  the  month,  the  tops 
 of  the moun tains  were vis i ble. 6 Af ter 
for ty  days  Noah  opened  the win dow  of 
 the  ark  that  he  had  made, 7  and  he  sent 
 out  a ra ven.  It  went  back  and  forth un til 
 the wa ter  had  dried  up  from  the  earth. 
8  Then  he  sent  out  a  dove  to  see wheth-
er  the wa ter  on  the  earth’s sur face  had 
 gone  down, 9  but  the  dove  found  no rest-
ing  place  for  its  foot.  It re turned  to  him 
 in  the  ark be cause wa ter cov ered  the 
sur face  of  the  whole  earth.  He  reached 
 out  and  brought  it  into  the  ark  to him-
self. 10  So  Noah wait ed sev en  more  days 
 and  sent  out  the  dove  from  the  ark 
 again. 11  When  the  dove  came  to  him  at 
eve ning,  there  was  a  plucked ol ive  leaf 
 in  its  beak.  So  Noah  knew  that  the wa ter 
 on  the  earth’s sur face  had  gone  down. 
12 Af ter  he  had wait ed an oth er sev en 
 days,  he  sent  out  the  dove,  but  it  did  not 
re turn  to  him  again. 13  In  the  six hun-
dred  and  first  year, a  in  the  first  month, 
 on  the  first  day  of  the  month,  the wa ter 
 that  had cov ered  the  earth  was  dried  up. 
 Then  Noah re moved  the ark’s cov er  and 
 saw  that  the sur face  of  the  ground  was 
dry ing. 14  By  the twenty-seventh  day  of 
 the sec ond  month,  the  earth  was  dry.

The Lord’s Promise
15  Then  God  spoke  to  Noah, 16 “ Come  out 
 of  the  ark,  you,  your  wife,  your  sons,  and 
 your  sons’  wives  with  you. 17  Bring  out  all 
 the liv ing crea tures b  that  are  with  you  
—   birds, live stock,  those  that  crawl  on 
 the  earth  —   and  they  will  spread  over 
 the  earth  and  be fruit ful  and mul ti ply 
 on  the  earth.” a 18  So  Noah,  along  with  his 
 sons,  his  wife,  and  his  sons’  wives,  came 
 out. 19  All  the an i mals,  all  the crea tures 
 that  crawl,  and  all  the fly ing crea tures  
—  ev ery thing  that  moves  on  the  earth  
—   came  out  of  the  ark  by  their fam i lies.

20  Then  Noah  built  an al tar  to  the 
 L ord.  He  took  some  of ev ery  kind  of 
 clean an i mal  and ev ery  kind  of  clean 
 bird  and of fered  burnt of fer ings  on 
 the al tar. 21  When  the  L ord  smelled  the 
pleas ing aro ma, b  he  said  to him self, “ I 
 will nev er  again  curse  the  ground c be-
cause  of hu man be ings,  even  though  the 
in cli na tion  of  the hu man  heart  is  evil 

 from  youth onward. d  And  I  will nev er 
 again  strike  down ev ery liv ing  thing  as 
 I  have  done. e
 22 As long as the earth endures,
  seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,
  summer and winter, 

and day and night
  will not cease.” f

god’s Covenant with noah

9  God  blessed  Noah  and  his  sons  and 
 said  to  them, “ Be fruit ful  and mul-

ti ply  and  fill  the  earth. g 2  The  fear  and 
ter ror  of  you  will  be  in ev ery liv ing 
crea ture  on  the  earth, ev ery  bird  of  the 
 sky, ev ery crea ture  that crawls  on  the 
 ground,  and  all  the  fish  of  the  sea.  They 
 are  placed un der  your au thor i ty. c 3 Ev-
ery crea ture  that  lives  and  moves  will 
 be  food  for  you; h  as  I  gave  the  green 
 plants,  I  have giv en  you ev ery thing. i 
4 How ev er,  you  must  not  eat  meat  with 
 its life blood  in  it. j 5  And  I  will re quire 
 a pen al ty  for  your life blood; d  I  will re-
quire  it  from  any an i mal k  and  from  any 
hu man;  if some one mur ders  a fel low hu-
man,  I  will re quire  that per son’s  life. e,l

 6 Whoever sheds human blood,
  by humans his blood 

will be shed, m
  for God made humans in 

his image. n

a 8:17 Gn 1:22,28; 9:1
b 8:21 Ex 29:18; Lv 
1:9; Ezk 16:19; 20:41; 
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f 8:22 Jr 33:20,25
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k 9:5 Ex 21:28
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m 9:6 Ex 21:12-14; 
Lv 24:17; Nm 35:33; 

Mt 26:52
n Gn 1:26-27

a 8:13 = of Noah’s life   b 8:17 Lit creatures of all flesh   c 9:2 Lit are 
given in your hand   d 9:5 Lit  And your blood belonging to your life  
I will seek   e 9:5 Lit any human; from the hand of a man his brother 
I will seek the life of the human.

Mountains of Ararat
The boat touched land in the mountains of Ararat, 
located in present-day Turkey. There it rested for 
almost eight months before Noah, his family, and 
the animals stepped onto dry land.
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7  But  you,  be fruit ful  and mul ti ply;  spread 
 out  over  the  earth  and mul ti ply  on  it.” a

8  Then  God  said  to  Noah  and  his  sons 
 with  him, 9 “Un der stand  that  I  am es tab-
lish ing  my cov enant b  with  you  and  your 
de scen dants af ter  you, 10  and  with ev ery 
liv ing crea ture  that  is  with  you  —   birds, 
live stock,  and  all wildlife  of  the  earth 
 that  are  with  you  —   all  the an i mals  of 
 the  earth  that  came  out  of  the  ark. 11  I es-
tab lish  my cov enant  with  you  that nev-
er  again  will ev ery crea ture  be  wiped 
 out  by flood wa ters;  there  will nev er 
 again  be  a  flood  to de stroy  the  earth.” c

12  And  God  said, “ This  is  the  sign  of  the 
cov enant d  I  am mak ing be tween  me  and 
 you  and ev ery liv ing crea ture  with  you, 
 a cov enant  for  all fu ture gen er a tions: 
13  I  have  placed  my  bow  in  the  clouds, e 
 and  it  will  be  a  sign  of  the cov enant be-
tween  me  and  the  earth. 14 When ev er  I 
 form  clouds  over  the  earth  and  the  bow 
ap pears  in  the  clouds, 15  I  will re mem ber 
 my cov enant f be tween  me  and  you  and 
 all  the liv ing crea tures: a wa ter  will nev-
er  again be come  a  flood  to de stroy ev ery 
crea ture. 16  The  bow  will  be  in  the  clouds, 
 and  I  will  look  at  it  and re mem ber  the 
per ma nent cov enant g be tween  God  and 
 all  the liv ing crea tures b  on  earth.” 17  God 
 said  to  Noah, “ This  is  the  sign  of  the cov-
enant  that  I  have es tab lished be tween 
 me  and ev ery crea ture  on  earth.”

Prophecies about noah’s Family
18  Noah’s  sons  who  came  out  of  the  ark 
 were  Shem,  Ham,  and Ja pheth.  Ham 
 was  the fa ther  of Ca naan. 19  These  three 
 were  Noah’s  sons,  and  from  them  the 
 whole  earth  was populated. h

20  Noah,  as  a  man  of  the  soil, be gan  by 
plant ing c  a vine yard. 21  He  drank  some 
 of  the  wine, be came  drunk,  and un cov-
ered him self in side  his  tent. 22  Ham,  the 
fa ther  of Ca naan,  saw  his fa ther na-
ked  and  told  his  two broth ers out side. i 
23  Then  Shem  and Ja pheth  took  a  cloak 
 and  placed  it  over  both  their shoul ders, 
 and walk ing back ward,  they cov ered 
 their fa ther’s na ked ness.  Their fac es 
 were  turned  away,  and  they  did  not  see 
 their fa ther na ked.

24  When  Noah  awoke  from  his drink-
ing  and  learned  what  his youn gest  son 
 had  done  to  him, 25  he  said:

  Canaan is cursed. j
  He will be the lowest of slaves 

to his brothers. k
26  He  also  said:
  Blessed be the Lord, the God 

of Shem;
  Let Canaan be d Shem’s slave.
 27 Let God extend Japheth; e

  let Japheth dwell in the tents 
of Shem;

  let Canaan be Shem’s slave.

28  Now  Noah  lived  350  years af ter  the 
 flood. 29  So  Noah’s  life last ed  950  years; 
 then  he  died.

The Table of nations

10  These  are  the fam i ly rec ords l  of 
 Noah’s  sons,  Shem,  Ham,  and Ja-

pheth.  They  also  had  sons af ter  the  flood.
2 Ja pheth’s  sons: m Go mer, Ma gog, 

Mad ai, Ja van, Tu bal, Me shech,  and Ti-
ras. 3 Go mer’s  sons: Ash ke naz, Ri phath, 
 and To gar mah. 4  And Ja van’s  sons: Eli-
shah, Tar shish, n Kit tim,  and Dodanim. f 
5  From  these de scen dants,  the peo ples 
 of  the  coasts  and is lands  spread  out 
 into  their  lands ac cord ing  to  their  clans 
 in  their na tions,  each  with  its  own lan-
guage.

6 Ham’s  sons: o  Cush, Miz ra im,  Put, 
 and Ca naan. 7  Cush’s  sons:  Seba, Hav i-
lah, Sab tah, Ra a mah,  and Sab te ca.  And 
Ra a mah’s  sons: She ba  and De dan.

8  Cush fa thered Nim rod,  who be gan 
 to  be pow er ful  in  the  land. 9  He  was 
 a pow er ful hunt er  in  the  sight  of  the 
 L ord.  That  is  why  it  is  said, “ Like Nim-
rod,  a pow er ful hunt er  in  the  sight  of  the 
 L ord.” 10  His king dom start ed  with Bab-
ylon, p  Erech, g Ac cad, h  and Cal neh, i  in 
 the  land  of Shi nar. j,q 11  From  that  land  he 
 went  to As syr ia r  and  built Nin e veh, Re-
ho both-ir, Ca lah, 12  and Re sen, be tween 
Nin e veh  and  the  great  city Ca lah.

13 Miz ra im k,s fa thered  the peo ple  of 
 Lud,  Anam, Lehab, Naphtuh, 14 Pathrus, 
Casluh ( the Phi lis tines  came  from  them), 
 and Caph tor. t
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f 9:15 Lv 26:42,45; 
Dt 7:9; 1Kg 8:23; Ezk 
16:60
g 9:16 Gn 17:13; 2Sm 
23:5; 1Ch 16:17; 
Is 24:5
h 9:19 Gn 9:1,7; 
10:32; 1Ch 1:4
i 9:22 Lm 4:21; Hab 
2:15

j 9:25 Dt 27:16
k Jos 9:23; Jdg 1:28; 

1Kg 9:20-21
l 10:1 Gn 2:4

m 10:2-5 1Ch 1:5-7; 
Ezk 38:1-6

n 10:4 1Kg 10:22; 
Is 2:16

o 10:6-7 1Ch 1:8-10
p 10:10 Gn 11:9

q Gn 11:2; 14:1
r 10:11 Mc 5:6

s 10:13-18 1Ch 
1:11-16

t 10:14 Jr 47:4; 
Am 9:7

a 9:15 Lit and creatures of all flesh   b 9:16 Lit creatures of all flesh   
c 9:20 Or Noah began to be a farmer and planted   d 9:26 As a 
wish or prayer; others interpret the verbs in vv. 26-27 as prophecy: 
Canaan will be . . .   e 9:27 In Hb, the name Japheth sounds like the 
word “extend.”   f 10:4 Some Hb mss, Sam, LXX read Rodanim ; 1Ch 
1:7   g 10:10 Or Uruk   h 10:10 Or Akkad   i 10:10 Or and all of them   
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15 Ca naan fa thered Si don  his first born 
 and  Heth, 16  as  well  as  the Jeb u sites,  the 
Am o rites,  the Gir ga shites, a 17  the Hi vites, 
 the Ar kites,  the Si nites, 18  the Ar vad ites, 
 the Zem a rites,  and  the Ha math ites. Af-
ter ward  the Ca naan ite  clans scat tered. 
19  The Ca naan ite bor der  went  from Si-
don go ing to ward Ge rar  as  far  as  Gaza, 
 and go ing to ward Sod om, Go mor rah, 
Ad mah,  and Ze boi im  as  far  as La sha.

20  These  are Ham’s  sons  by  their  clans, 
ac cord ing  to  their lan guages,  in  their 
 lands  and  their na tions.

21  And  Shem, Ja pheth’s old er broth-
er,  also  had  sons.  Shem  was  the fa ther  of 
 all  the  sons  of  Eber. b 22  Shem’s  sons c  were 
 Elam, As shur, Ar pach shad,  Lud,  and 
 Aram.

23  Aram’s  sons:  Uz,  Hul, Ge ther,  and 
 Mash.

24 Ar pach shad fa thered a She lah, d  and 
She lah fa thered  Eber. 25  Eber  had  two 
 sons.  One  was  named Pe leg, b  for dur-
ing  his  days  the  earth  was di vid ed; e  his 
broth er  was  named Jok tan. 26  And Jok-
tan fa thered Al mo dad, She leph, Ha zar-
ma veth, Je rah, 27 Ha do ram,  Uzal, Dik lah, 
28  Obal, Abim a el, She ba, 29  Ophir, Hav i lah, 
 and Jo bab.  All  these  were Jok tan’s  sons. 
30  Their set tle ments ex tend ed  from Me-
sha  to Se phar,  the east ern  hill coun try.

31  These  are  Shem’s  sons  by  their 
 clans, ac cord ing  to  their lan guages,  in 
 their  lands  and  their na tions.

32  These  are  the  clans  of  Noah’s  sons, 
ac cord ing  to  their fam i ly rec ords,  in  their 
na tions.  The na tions  on  earth  spread  out 
 from  these af ter  the  flood. f

The Tower of Babylon

11  The  whole  earth  had  the  same lan-
guage  and vo cab u lary. c 2  As peo-

ple d migrated  from  the  east, e  they  found 
 a val ley  in  the  land  of Shi nar  and set tled 
 there. g 3  They  said  to  each oth er, “ Come, 
 let  us  make oven-fired  bricks.” ( They 
 used  brick  for  stone  and asphalt h  for 
mor tar.) 4  And  they  said, “ Come,  let  us 
 build our selves  a  city  and  a tow er  with 
 its  top  in  the  sky. i  Let  us  make  a  name 
 for our selves; oth er wise,  we  will  be scat-
tered through out  the  earth.”

5  Then  the  L ord  came  down j  to  look 
 over  the  city  and  the tow er  that  the hu-
mans f  were build ing. 6  The  L ord  said, “ If 

 they  have be gun  to  do  this  as  one peo ple 
 all hav ing  the  same lan guage,  then noth-
ing  they  plan  to  do  will  be im pos si ble  for 
 them. 7  Come,  let’s  go  down  there  and 
con fuse  their lan guage  so  that  they  will 
 not un der stand  one an oth er’s  speech.” 
8  So  from  there  the  L ord scat tered  them 
through out  the  earth, k  and  they  stopped 
build ing  the  city. 9 There fore  it  is  called 
Bab ylon, g,h,l  for  there  the  L ord con-
fused  the lan guage  of  the  whole  earth, 
 and  from  there  the  L ord scat tered  them 
through out  the  earth.

From shem to Abram
10  These  are  the fam i ly rec ords m  of  Shem. 
 Shem  lived  100  years  and fa thered Ar-
pach shad  two  years af ter  the  flood. 11 Af-
ter  he fa thered Ar pach shad,  Shem  lived 
 500  years  and fa thered oth er  sons  and 
daugh ters. 12 Ar pach shad  lived  35  years i 
 and fa thered She lah. 13 Af ter  he fa thered 
She lah, Ar pach shad  lived  403  years  and 
fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 14 She-
lah  lived  30  years  and fa thered  Eber. 15 Af-
ter  he fa thered  Eber, She lah  lived  403 
 years  and fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh-
ters. 16  Eber  lived  34  years  and fa thered 
Pe leg. 17 Af ter  he fa thered Pe leg,  Eber 
 lived  430  years  and fa thered oth er  sons 
 and daugh ters. 18 Pe leg  lived  30  years  and 
fa thered  Reu. 19 Af ter  he fa thered  Reu, Pe-
leg  lived  209  years  and fa thered oth er 
 sons  and daugh ters. 20  Reu  lived  32  years 
 and fa thered Se rug. 21 Af ter  he fa thered 
Se rug,  Reu  lived  207  years  and fa thered 
oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 22 Se rug  lived 
 30  years  and fa thered Na hor. 23 Af ter  he 
fa thered Na hor, Se rug  lived  200  years  and 
fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 24 Na-
hor  lived  29  years  and fa thered Te rah. n 
25 Af ter  he fa thered Te rah, Na hor  lived  119 
 years  and fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh-
ters. 26 Te rah  lived  70  years  and fa thered 
 Abram, Na hor,  and Ha ran.

27  These  are  the fam i ly rec ords  of Te-
rah. Te rah fa thered  Abram, Na hor,  and 
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Dn 1:2
h 11:3 Gn 14:10; 
Ex 2:3
i 11:4 Dt 1:28; 9:1; Ps 
107:26
j 11:5 Gn 18:21; Ex 
3:8; 19:11,18,20

k 11:8 Gn 11:4; Ps 
92:9; Lk 1:51

l 11:9 Gn 10:10
m 11:10 Gn 2:4; 

11:27
n 11:24 Jos 24:2

a 10:24 LXX reads fathered Cainan, and Cainan fathered ; Gn 11:12-
13; Lk 3:35-36   b 10:25 = Division   c 11:1 Lit one lip and the same 
words   d 11:2 Lit they   e 11:2 Or migrated eastward   f 11:5 Or the 
descendants of Adam   g 11:9 Hb Babel   h 11:9 In Hb, the name for 
“Babylon,” babel sounds like the word for “confuse,” balal.    
i 11:12-13 LXX reads years and fathered Cainan. 13After he fathered 
Cainan, Arpachshad lived 430 years and fathered other sons and 
daughters, and he died. Cainan lived 130 years and fathered Shelah. 
After he fathered Shelah, Cainan lived 330 years and fathered other 
sons and daughters, and he died ; Gn 10:24; Lk 3:35-36
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MATTHEW

Author: Matthew.

Date Written: Between AD 50 and 70.

Time Span: About thirty-seven years (4 BC–AD 
33).

Title: From the book’s author, Matthew.

Background: The Old Testament ended with the 
prophets of God predicting the coming of the 
Anointed One, who would enter history to bring 
redemption and deliverance to his people. Some 
four hundred years later, the New Testament be-
gins with the book of Matthew revealing the ful-
fillment of these prophecies in Jesus Christ, the 
long-awaited Messiah. Matthew, a Jewish tax 
collector for the Roman government, is called by 
Jesus to become one of the twelve apostles. Thus 
his Gospel often gives an eyewitness account.

Where Written: Possibly at Antioch.

To Whom: Primarily to Jews, but also to Gentiles 
who have become Christians.

Content: Matthew’s Gospel provides the vi-
tal link between the Old and New Testaments. 
Matthew begins by tracing the genealogy of 
Jesus through Joseph, the birth of Jesus to the 
virgin Mary, the baptism of Jesus by John the 
Baptist, and Satan’s temptation of Jesus while in 
the wilderness. Jesus speaks more in Matthew 
than in the other Gospels, and his teaching dis-
courses include: the Sermon on the Mount (chaps. 
5–7); sending out the Twelve (chap. 10); parables 
of the kingdom (chap. 13); fellowship of the king-
dom (chap. 18); and the Olivet Discourse concern-
ing the future (chaps. 24–25). During Jesus’s final 
week his betrayal, trial, crucifixion, burial, and 

resurrection take place. Matthew concludes with 
the call of the Great Commission to all believers.

Key Words: “Fulfillment”; “Kingdom of Heaven.” 
Matthew quotes from many books of the Old 
Testament to solidify further the claim that in-
deed Jesus is the “fulfillment” of the promised 
Messiah, the Savior of the world. The term “king-
dom of heaven” is used repeatedly by Matthew 
to introduce the good news that God is present 
in Jesus Christ and lives to reign in men’s lives. 
This term appears nowhere else in the New 
Testament.

Themes: • Jesus came to save both the Jews 
and the Gentiles. • There is one true God, but 
with the essence of three, the Trinity: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  
• The standards of God are high, but the ex-
ample he gave us is perfect—Jesus. • Christ is 
sufficient for whatever need we might have.  
• The ways of God are infinitely higher than the 
ways of the world. • Jesus willingly laid down 
his life to redeem a sinful world with his perfect 
and acceptable sacrifice.

Outline:
1. Jesus’s birth and infancy. (1:1–2:23)
2. The preparation and beginning of Jesus’s 

ministry. (3:1–4:25)
3. The Sermon on the Mount. (5:1–7:29)
4. Jesus’s ministry of miracles. (8:1–9:34)
5. Jesus’s sending out the Twelve. (9:35–

11:1)
6. The continuation of Jesus’s ministry with 

claims and parables. (11:2–25:46)
7. Jesus’s betrayal and crucifixion. (26:1–

27:56)
8. Jesus’s burial, resurrection, and ascension. 

(27:57–28:20)
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the Genealogy of Jesus Christ

1  An a ac count b  of  the ge ne al o gy  of 
 Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of Da vid, c  the  Son 

 of Abra ham: d

From Abraham to David
 2 Abraham fathered a Isaac,
  Isaac fathered Jacob,
  Jacob fathered Judah 

and his brothers, e
 3 Judah fathered Perez and Zerah 

by Tamar,
  Perez fathered Hezron,
  Hezron fathered Aram, f
 4 Aram fathered Amminadab,
  Amminadab fathered Nahshon,
  Nahshon fathered Salmon,
 5 Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab,
  Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth,
  Obed fathered Jesse, g
 6 and Jesse fathered King David.

From David to the Babylonian 
exile
  David fathered Solomon b 

by Uriah’s wife, h
 7 Solomon fathered Rehoboam,
  Rehoboam fathered Abijah,
  Abijah fathered Asa, c

 8 Asa c fathered Jehoshaphat,
  Jehoshaphat fathered Joram, d

  Joram fathered Uzziah, i
 9 Uzziah fathered Jotham,
  Jotham fathered Ahaz,
  Ahaz fathered Hezekiah,
 10 Hezekiah fathered Manasseh,
  Manasseh fathered Amon, e

  Amon fathered Josiah, j
 11 and Josiah fathered Jeconiah 

and his brothers
  at the time of the exile to Babylon. k

From the exile to the Christ
 12 After the exile to Babylon
  Jeconiah fathered Shealtiel,
  Shealtiel fathered Zerubbabel,
 13 Zerubbabel fathered Abiud,
  Abiud fathered Eliakim,
  Eliakim fathered Azor, l
 14 Azor fathered Zadok,
  Zadok fathered Achim,
  Achim fathered Eliud,
 15 Eliud fathered Eleazar,
  Eleazar fathered Matthan,
  Matthan fathered Jacob,

 16 and Jacob fathered Joseph 
the husband of Mary,

  who gave birth to Jesus 
who is called the Christ. m

17  So  all  the gen er a tions  from Abra-
ham  to Da vid  were four teen gen er a tions; 
 and  from Da vid un til  the ex ile  to Bab-
ylon, four teen gen er a tions;  and  from  the 
ex ile  to Bab ylon un til  the  Christ, four teen 
gen er a tions. n

the Nativity of the Christ
18  The  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  came  about 
 this  way: Af ter  his moth er  Mary  had 
 been en gaged f  to Jo seph,  it  was dis cov-
ered be fore  they  came to geth er  that  she 
 was preg nant  from  the  Holy Spir it. o 19  So 
 her hus band Jo seph, be ing  a righ teous 
 man, p  and  not want ing  to dis grace  her 
pub lic ly, de cid ed  to di vorce  her se cret ly. q

20  But af ter  he  had con sid ered  these 
 things,  an an gel  of  the  Lord ap peared 
 to  him  in  a  dream, say ing, “Jo seph,  son 
 of Da vid,  don’t  be  afraid  to  take  Mary  as 
 your  wife, be cause  what  has  been con-
ceived  in  her  is  from  the  Holy Spir it. r 
21  She  will  give  birth  to  a  son,  and  you  are 
 to  name  him  Jesus, s be cause  he  will  save 
 his peo ple  from  their  sins.” t

22  Now  all  this  took  place  to ful fill 
 what  was spo ken  by  the  Lord  through 
 the proph et:
 23 See, the virgin will 

become pregnant
  and give birth to a son,
  and they will 

name him Immanuel, g

 which  is trans lat ed “ God  is  with  us.” u

24  When Jo seph  woke  up,  he  did  as  the 
 Lord’s an gel  had com mand ed  him.  He 
mar ried  her v 25  but  did  not  have sex u al 
re la tions  with  her un til  she  gave  birth 
 to  a  son. h  And  he  named  him  Jesus. w

wise Men Visit the King

2 Af ter  Jesus  was  born  in Beth le hem 
 of Ju dea  in  the  days  of  King Her od, 

 wise  men  from  the  east ar rived  in Je ru-
sa lem, x 2 say ing, “ Where  is  he  who  has 
 been  born  king  of  the  Jews? y  For  we  saw 
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 KeY PLACeS IN MAtthew 

Jesus’s earthly story begins in the town of Bethlehem in the 
Roman province of Judea (2:1). A threat to kill the infant 
king led Joseph to take his family to Egypt (2:14). When they 
returned, God led them to settle in Nazareth in Galilee (2:22-
23). Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River and was tempt-
ed by Satan in the Judean desert (3:13; 4:1). Jesus set up his 
base of operations in Capernaum (4:12-13) and from there 
ministered throughout Israel, telling parables, teaching 
about the kingdom, and healing the sick. He traveled to the 
region of the Gadarenes (Gergesenes) and healed two  
demon-possessed men (chap. 8); fed over 5,000 people with  

five loaves and two fish on the shores of Galilee near Beth-
saida (chap. 14); healed the sick in Gennesaret (chap. 14); 
ministered to the Gentiles in Tyre and Sidon (chap. 15); 
visited Caesarea Philippi, where Peter declared him as the 
Messiah (chap. 16); and taught in Perea, across the Jordan 
(chap. 19). As he set out on his last visit to Jerusalem, he told 
the disciples what would happen to him there (chap. 20). 
He spent some time in Jericho (chap. 20) and then stayed in 
Bethany at night as he went back and forth into Jerusalem 
during his last week (chap. 21). In Jerusalem he would be 
crucified, but he would rise again (chap. 28).
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 his  star  at  its ris ing a  and  have  come  to 
wor ship  him.” a

3  When  King Her od  heard  this,  he 
 was deep ly dis turbed,  and  all Je ru sa lem 
 with  him. 4  So  he as sem bled  all  the  chief 
 priests  and  scribes b  of  the peo ple  and 
 asked  them  where  the  Christ  would  be 
 born.

5 “ In Beth le hem  of Ju dea,”  they  told 
 him, “be cause  this  is  what  was writ ten 
 by  the proph et:
 6 And you, Bethlehem, in the land 

of Judah,
  are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah:
  Because out of you will come 

a ruler
  who will shepherd my people 

Israel.” b,c

7  Then Her od se cret ly sum moned  the 
 wise  men  and  asked  them  the ex act 
 time  the  star ap peared. 8  He  sent  them 
 to Beth le hem  and  said, “ Go  and  search 
care ful ly  for  the  child.  When  you  find 
 him, re port  back  to  me  so  that  I  too  can 
 go  and wor ship  him.” c,d

9 Af ter hear ing  the  king,  they  went  on 
 their  way.  And  there  it  was  —   the  star 
 they  had  seen  at  its ris ing.  It  led  them un-
til  it  came  and  stopped  above  the  place 

 where  the  child  was. 10  When  they  saw 
 the  star,  they  were over whelmed  with 
 joy. 11 En ter ing  the  house,  they  saw  the 
 child  with  Mary  his moth er,  and fall-
ing  to  their  knees,  they wor shiped  him. d 
 Then  they  opened  their trea sures  and 
pre sent ed  him  with  gifts:  gold, frank in-
cense,  and  myrrh. e 12  And be ing  warned f 
 in  a  dream  not  to  go  back  to Her od,  they 
re turned  to  their  own coun try  by an oth er   
route.

the Flight into egypt
13 Af ter  they  were  gone,  an an gel  of  the 
 Lord ap peared  to Jo seph  in  a  dream, 
say ing, “ Get  up!  Take  the  child  and  his 
moth er,  flee  to  Egypt,  and  stay  there un-
til  I  tell  you.  For Her od  is  about  to  search 
 for  the  child  to  kill  him.” g 14  So  he  got  up, 
 took  the  child  and  his moth er dur ing 
 the  night,  and es caped  to  Egypt. 15  He 
 stayed  there un til Her od’s  death,  so  that 
 what  was spo ken  by  the  Lord  through 
 the proph et  might  be ful filled:  Out  of 
 Egypt  I  called  my  Son. e,h

the Massacre of the Innocents
16  Then Her od,  when  he re al ized  that  he 
 had  been out wit ted  by  the  wise  men, 
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the Flight to egypt 
Herod planned to kill the baby Jesus, whom he perceived to be a future threat to his position. Warned of this treachery in a 
dream, Joseph took his family to Egypt until Herod’s death. They then planned to return to Judea, but God led them instead to 
Nazareth in Galilee.
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 flew  into  a  rage.  He  gave or ders  to mas-
sa cre  all  the  boys  in  and  around Beth le-
hem  who  were  two  years  old  and un der, 
 in keep ing  with  the  time  he  had  learned 
 from  the  wise  men. a 17  Then  what  was 
spo ken  through Jer e mi ah  the proph et 
 was ful filled:
 18 A voice was heard in Ramah,
  weeping, a and great mourning,
  Rachel weeping 

for her children;
  and she refused to be consoled,
  because they are no more. b,b

the Return to Nazareth
19 Af ter Her od  died,  an an gel  of  the 
 Lord ap peared  in  a  dream  to Jo seph  in 
 Egypt, c 20 say ing, “ Get  up,  take  the  child 
 and  his moth er,  and  go  to  the  land  of Is-
ra el, be cause  those  who in tend ed  to  kill 
 the  child  are  dead.” 21  So  he  got  up,  took 
 the  child  and  his moth er,  and en tered 
 the  land  of Is ra el. 22  But  when  he  heard 
 that Ar che la us  was rul ing  over Ju dea 
 in  place  of  his fa ther Her od,  he  was 
 afraid  to  go  there.  And be ing  warned  in 
 a  dream,  he with drew  to  the re gion  of 
Gal i lee. d 23  Then  he  went  and set tled  in 
 a  town  called Naz a reth  to ful fill  what 
 was spo ken  through  the proph ets,  that 
 he  would  be  called  a Naz a rene. e

the herald of the Christ

3  In  those  days  John  the Bap tist  came, f 
preach ing  in  the wil der ness  of Ju-

dea g 2  and say ing, “Re pent, be cause  the 
king dom  of heav en  has  come  near! ” h 
3  For  he  is  the  one spo ken  of  through  the 
proph et Isa iah,  who  said:
  A voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness:
  Prepare the way for the Lord;
  make his paths straight! c,i

4  Now  John  had  a camel-hair gar ment 
 with  a leath er  belt  around  his  waist, 
 and  his  food  was lo custs  and  wild hon-
ey. 5  Then peo ple  from Je ru sa lem,  all Ju-
dea,  and  all  the vi cin i ty  of  the Jor dan 
 were go ing  out  to  him, 6  and  they  were 
bap tized  by  him  in  the Jor dan Riv er, 
con fess ing  their  sins. j

7  When  he  saw  many  of  the Phar i-
sees  and Sad du cees k com ing  to  his bap-
tism,  he  said  to  them, “ Brood  of vi pers! 

 Who  warned  you  to  flee  from  the com ing 
 wrath? l 8 There fore pro duce  fruit m con-
sistent  with d re pen tance. 9  And  don’t pre-
sume  to  say  to your selves, ‘ We  have Abra-
ham  as  our fa ther.’ n  For  I  tell  you  that  God 
 is  able  to  raise  up chil dren  for Abra ham 
 from  these  stones. 10  The  ax  is al ready  at 
 the  root  of  the  trees. There fore, ev ery  tree 
 that  doesn’t pro duce  good  fruit  will  be  cut 
 down  and  thrown  into  the  fire. o

11 “ I bap tize  you  with e wa ter  for re-
pen tance, p  but  the  one  who  is com ing af-
ter  me  is  more pow er ful  than  I.  I  am  not 
wor thy  to re move f  his san dals.  He him-
self  will bap tize  you  with  the  Holy Spir-
it  and  fire. q 12  His win now ing shov el  is  in 
 his  hand,  and  he  will  clear  his thresh ing 
 floor  and gath er  his  wheat  into  the  barn. 
 But  the  chaff  he  will  burn  with  fire  that 
nev er  goes  out.” r

the Baptism of Jesus
13  Then  Jesus  came  from Gal i lee  to  John  at 
 the Jor dan,  to  be bap tized  by  him. s 14  But 
 John  tried  to  stop  him, say ing, “ I  need  to 
 be bap tized  by  you,  and  yet  you  come  to 
 me? ”

15  Jesus an swered  him, “Al low  it  for 
 now, be cause  this  is  the  way  for  us  to 
ful fill  all righ teous ness.”  Then  John al-
lowed  him  to  be bap tized.

16  When  Jesus  was bap tized,  he  went 
 up im me di ate ly  from  the wa ter.  The 
heav ens t sud den ly  opened  for  him, g 
 and  he  saw  the Spir it  of  God de scend ing 
 like  a  dove  and com ing  down  on  him. u 
17  And  a  voice  from heav en  said: “ This  is 
 my be loved  Son,  with  whom  I  am well-
pleased.” v

the temptation of Jesus

4  Then w  Jesus  was  led  up  by  the Spir-
it  into  the wil der ness  to  be tempt ed 

 by  the dev il. x 2 Af ter  he  had fast ed for ty 
 days  and for ty  nights, y  he  was hun gry. 
3  Then  the tempt er ap proached  him  and 
 said, “ If  you  are  the  Son  of  God,  tell  these 
 stones  to be come  bread.” z

4  He an swered, “ It  is writ ten:  Man 
 must  not  live  on  bread  alone  but 
 on ev ery  word  that  comes  from  the 
 mouth  of  God.” h,aa
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5  Then  the dev il  took  him  to  the  holy 
 city,  had  him  stand  on  the pinnacle  of 
 the tem ple, a 6  and  said  to  him, “ If  you  are 
 the  Son  of  God,  throw your self  down. 
 For  it  is writ ten:
  He will give his angels b orders 

concerning you,
  and they will support you 

with their hands
  so that you will not strike
  your foot against a stone.” a,c

7  Jesus  told  him, “ It  is  also writ ten:  Do 
 not  test  the  Lord  your  God.” b,d

8  Again,  the dev il  took  him  to  a  very 
 high moun tain  and  showed  him  all  the 
king doms  of  the  world  and  their splen-
dor. 9  And  he  said  to  him, “ I  will  give  you 
 all  these  things  if  you  will  fall  down  and 
wor ship  me.” c

10  Then  Jesus  told  him, “ Go  away, d Sa-
tan!  For  it  is writ ten: Wor ship  the  Lord 
 your  God,  and  serve  only  him.” e,e

11  Then  the dev il  left  him,  and an gels 
 came  and be gan  to  serve  him. f

Ministry in Galilee
12  When  he  heard  that  John  had  been ar-
rest ed, g  he with drew  into Gal i lee. h 13  He 
 left Naz a reth  and  went  to  live  in Ca per-
na um i  by  the  sea,  in  the re gion  of Zeb-
u lun  and Naph ta li. 14  This  was  to ful fill 
 what  was spo ken  through  the proph et 
Isa iah:
 15 Land of Zebulun and land 

of Naphtali,
  along the road by the sea, 

beyond the Jordan,
  Galilee of the Gentiles.
 16 The people who live  

in darkness
  have seen a great light,
  and for those living in the land 

of the shadow of death,
  a light has dawned. f,g, j

17  From  then  on  Jesus be gan  to  preach, 
“Re pent, be cause  the king dom  of heav-
en k  has  come  near.”

the First Disciples
18  As l  he  was walk ing  along  the  Sea  of 
Gal i lee, m  he  saw  two broth ers, Si mon 
( who  is  called Pe ter),  and  his broth er 
An drew.  They  were cast ing  a  net  into 
 the  sea  —   for  they  were fish er men. 

19 “Fol low  me,”  he  told  them, “ and  I  will 
 make  you  fish  for h peo ple.” 20 Im me di ate-
ly  they  left  their  nets  and fol lowed  him.

21 Go ing  on  from  there,  he  saw  two 
oth er broth ers,  James  the  son  of Zeb e-
dee,  and  his broth er  John.  They  were  in 
 a  boat  with Zeb e dee  their fa ther, pre-
par ing  their  nets,  and  he  called  them. 
22 Im me di ate ly  they  left  the  boat  and 
 their fa ther  and fol lowed  him.

teaching, Preaching, and healing
23  Now  Jesus be gan  to  go  all  over Gal-
i lee, n teach ing  in  their syn a gogues, 
preach ing  the  good  news  of  the king-
dom,  and heal ing ev ery i dis ease  and 
sick ness j  among  the peo ple. o 24  Then 
 the  news  about  him  spread through out 
Syr ia. p  So  they  brought  to  him  all  those 
 who  were afflicted,  those suf fer ing  from 
var i ous dis eas es  and in tense  pains,  the 
demon-possessed,  the ep i lep tics,  and 
 the par a lyt ics. q  And  he  healed  them. 
25  Large  crowds fol lowed  him  from Gal i-
lee,  the De cap o lis, Je ru sa lem, Ju dea,  and 
be yond  the Jor dan. r

the Sermon on the Mount

5  When  he  saw  the  crowds,  he  went 
 up  on  the moun tain, s  and af ter  he  sat 

 down,  his dis ci ples  came  to  him. 2  Then k 
 he be gan  to  teach  them, say ing: t

the Beatitudes
 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, u
  for the kingdom of heaven v 

is theirs.
 4 Blessed are those who mourn, w
  for they will be comforted.
 5 Blessed are the humble, x
  for they will inherit the earth.
 6 Blessed are those who hunger  

and thirst for righteousness, y
  for they will be filled.
 7 Blessed are the merciful,
  for they will be shown mercy. z
 8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
  for they will see God. aa

 9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
  for they will be called 

sons of God. ab
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 10 Blessed are those who 
are persecuted because 
of righteousness,

  for the kingdom of heaven a 
is theirs.

11 “ You  are  blessed  when  they in sult 
 you  and per se cute  you  and false ly  say 
ev ery  kind  of  evil  against  you be cause  of 
 me. 12  Be  glad  and re joice, be cause  your 
re ward  is  great  in heav en.  For  that  is 
 how  they per se cut ed b  the proph ets  who 
 were be fore  you. c

Believers Are Salt and Light
13 “ You  are  the  salt  of  the  earth.  But  if  the 
 salt  should  lose  its  taste,  how  can  it  be 
 made  salty? a  It’s  no lon ger  good  for any-
thing  but  to  be  thrown  out  and tram-
pled un der peo ple’s  feet. d

14 “ You  are  the  light  of  the  world.  A 
 city sit u at ed  on  a  hill can not  be hid den. e 
15  No  one  lights  a  lamp f  and  puts  it un-
der  a bas ket,  but rath er  on  a lamp stand, 
 and  it  gives  light  for  all  who  are  in  the 
 house. g 16  In  the  same  way,  let  your  light 
 shine  be fore oth ers,  so  that  they  may 
 see  your  good  works  and  give glo ry  to 
 your Fa ther  in heav en. h

Christ Fulfills the Law
17 “ Don’t  think  that  I  came  to abol ish  the 
 Law  or  the Proph ets.  I  did  not  come  to 
abol ish  but  to ful fill. i 18  For tru ly  I  tell 
 you, un til heav en  and  earth  pass  away, 
 not  the small est let ter b  or  one  stroke  of 
 a let ter  will  pass  away  from  the  law un-
til  all  things  are ac com plished. 19 There-
fore, who ev er  breaks  one  of  the  least  of 
 these com mands  and teach es oth ers  to 
 do  the  same  will  be  called  least  in  the 
king dom  of heav en.  But who ev er  does 
 and teach es  these com mands  will  be 
 called  great  in  the king dom  of heav en. j 
20  For  I  tell  you, un less  your righ teous-
ness sur pass es  that  of  the  scribes  and 
Phar i sees,  you  will nev er  get  into  the 
king dom  of heav en.

Murder Begins in the heart
21 “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said  to  our 
an ces tors,  Do  not mur der, c,k  and who-
ev er mur ders  will  be sub ject  to judg-
ment. l 22  But  I  tell  you, ev ery one  who  is 
an gry  with  his broth er  or sis ter d  will  be 

sub ject  to judg ment. Who ev er in sults e 
 his broth er  or sis ter,  will  be sub ject  to 
 the  court. f Who ev er  says, ‘ You  fool! ’  will 
 be sub ject  to hellfire. g,m 23  So  if  you  are 
of fer ing  your  gift  on  the al tar,  and  there 
 you re mem ber  that  your broth er  or sis-
ter  has some thing  against  you, 24  leave 
 your  gift  there  in  front  of  the al tar.  First 
 go  and  be rec on ciled  with  your broth er 
 or sis ter,  and  then  come  and of fer  your 
 gift. 25  Reach  a set tle ment quick ly  with 
 your ad ver sary  while  you’re  on  the  way 
 with  him  to  the  court,  or  your ad ver sary 
 will  hand  you  over  to  the  judge,  and  the 
 judge  to h  the of fi cer,  and  you  will  be 
 thrown  into pris on. n 26 Tru ly  I  tell  you, 
 you  will nev er  get  out  of  there un til  you 
 have  paid  the  last pen ny. i

Adultery Begins in the heart
27 “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  Do 
 not com mit adul tery. j,o 28  But  I  tell  you, 
ev ery one  who  looks  at  a wom an lust-
ful ly  has al ready com mit ted adul tery 
 with  her  in  his  heart. p 29  If  your  right 
 eye caus es  you  to  sin, q  gouge  it  out  and 
 throw  it  away.  For  it  is bet ter  that  you 
 lose  one  of  the  parts  of  your  body  than 
 for  your  whole  body  to  be  thrown  into 
 hell. r 30  And  if  your  right  hand caus es 
 you  to  sin,  cut  it  off  and  throw  it  away. 
 For  it  is bet ter  that  you  lose  one  of  the 
 parts  of  your  body  than  for  your  whole 
 body  to  go  into  hell.

Divorce Practices Censured
31 “ It  was  also  said, Who ev er di vorc es s 
 his  wife  must  give  her  a writ ten no
tice  of di vorce. k,t 32  But  I  tell  you, ev-
ery one  who di vorc es  his  wife, ex cept 
 in  a  case  of sex u al im mo ral i ty, caus es 
 her  to com mit adul tery.  And who ev-
er mar ries  a di vorced wom an com mits  
adul tery. u

tell the truth
33 “ Again,  you  have  heard  that  it  was 
 said  to  our an ces tors,   You  must  not 
 break  your  oath,  but  you  must  keep 
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 your  oaths  to  the  Lord. a,a 34  But  I  tell 
 you,  don’t  take  an  oath  at  all: ei ther  by 
heav en, be cause  it  is  God’s  throne; 35  or 
 by  the  earth, be cause  it  is  his foot stool; 
 or  by Je ru sa lem, be cause  it  is  the  city  of 
 the  great  King. b 36  Do  not  swear  by  your 
 head, be cause  you can not  make  a sin gle 
 hair  white  or  black. 37  But  let  your ‘ yes’ 
 mean ‘ yes,’  and  your ‘ no’  mean ‘ no.’ Any-
thing  more  than  this  is  from  the  evil  one. c

Go the Second Mile
38 “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  An 
 eye  for  an  eye  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth. b,d 
39  But  I  tell  you,  don’t re sist c  an evil do er. 
 On  the con trary,  if any one  slaps  you  on 
 your  right  cheek,  turn  the oth er  to  him 
 also. e 40  As  for  the  one  who  wants  to  sue 
 you  and  take  away  your shirt,  let  him 
 have  your  coat  as  well. 41  And  if any-
one forc es  you  to  go  one  mile,  go  with 
 him  two. 42  Give  to  the  one  who  asks  you, 
 and  don’t  turn  away  from  the  one  who 
 wants  to bor row  from  you. f

Love Your enemies
43 “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  Love 
 your neigh bor d,g  and  hate  your en e my. 
44  But  I  tell  you,  love  your en e mies e  and 
 pray  for  those  who f per se cute  you, h 45  so 
 that  you  may  be g chil dren  of  your Fa ther 
 in heav en.  For  he caus es  his  sun  to  rise 
 on  the  evil  and  the  good,  and  sends  rain 
 on  the righ teous  and  the un righ teous. i 
46  For  if  you  love  those  who  love  you, 
 what re ward  will  you  have?  Don’t  even 
 the  tax col lec tors  do  the  same? 47  And  if 
 you  greet  only  your broth ers  and sis-
ters,  what  are  you do ing  out  of  the or di-
nary? h, j  Don’t  even  the Gen tiles i  do  the 
 same? 48  Be per fect, k there fore,  as  your 
heav en ly Fa ther  is per fect.

how to Give

6 “ Be care ful  not  to prac tice  your righ-
teous ness j  in  front  of oth ers  to  be 

 seen  by  them. Oth er wise,  you  have  no 
re ward  with  your Fa ther  in heav en. 2  So 
when ev er  you  give  to  the  poor,  don’t 
 sound  a trum pet be fore  you,  as  the hyp-
o crites  do  in  the syn a gogues  and  on  the 
 streets,  to  be applauded  by peo ple. Tru ly 
 I  tell  you,  they  have  their re ward. l 3  But 
 when  you  give  to  the  poor,  don’t  let  your 
 left  hand  know  what  your  right  hand  is 

do ing, 4  so  that  your giv ing  may  be  in se-
cret.  And  your Fa ther  who  sees  in se cret 
 will re ward  you. k,m

how to Pray
5 “When ev er  you  pray,  you  must  not  be 
 like  the hyp o crites, be cause  they  love  to 
 pray stand ing  in  the syn a gogues  and  on 
 the  street cor ners  to  be  seen  by peo ple. 
Tru ly  I  tell  you,  they  have  their re ward. n 
6  But  when  you  pray,  go  into  your pri-
vate  room,  shut  your  door,  and  pray  to 
 your Fa ther  who  is  in se cret.  And  your 
Fa ther  who  sees  in se cret  will re ward 
 you. l,o 7  When  you  pray,  don’t bab ble  like 
 the Gen tiles,  since  they imag ine they’ll 
 be  heard  for  their  many  words. p 8  Don’t 
 be  like  them, be cause  your Fa ther  knows 
 the  things  you  need be fore  you  ask  him. q

the Lord’s Prayer
9 “There fore,  you  should  pray  like  this: r
  Our Father in heaven,
  your name be honored as holy. s
 10 Your kingdom come.
  Your will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven. t
 11 Give us today our daily bread. m

 12 And forgive us our debts,
  as we also have forgiven 

our debtors. u
 13 And do not bring us 

into n temptation, v
  but deliver us from the evil one. o,w

14 “ For  if  you for give oth ers  their of-
fenses,  your heav en ly Fa ther  will for-
give  you  as  well. x 15  But  if  you  don’t 
for give oth ers, p  your Fa ther  will  not for-
give  your of fenses.

how to Fast
16 “When ev er  you  fast,  don’t  be  gloomy 
 like  the hyp o crites.  For  they  make  their 
fac es unattractive q,y  so  that  their fast-
ing  is ob vi ous  to peo ple. Tru ly  I  tell  you, 
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 they  have  their re ward. 17  But  when  you 
 fast,  put  oil  on  your  head  and  wash  your 
 face, a 18  so  that  your fast ing  isn’t ob vi ous 
 to oth ers  but  to  your Fa ther  who  is  in se-
cret.  And  your Fa ther  who  sees  in se cret 
 will re ward  you. a

God and Possessions
19 “ Don’t  store  up  for your selves trea-
sures b  on  earth,  where  moth  and  rust 
de stroy  and  where  thieves  break  in  and 
 steal. b 20  But  store  up  for your selves trea-
sures  in heav en, c  where nei ther  moth  nor 
 rust de stroys,  and  where  thieves  don’t 
 break  in  and  steal. 21  For  where  your trea-
sure  is,  there  your  heart  will  be  also.

22 “ The  eye  is  the  lamp  of  the  body.  If 
 your  eye  is  healthy,  your  whole  body  will 
 be  full  of  light. 23  But  if  your  eye  is  bad, 
 your  whole  body  will  be  full  of dark-
ness.  So  if  the  light with in  you  is dark-
ness,  how  deep  is  that dark ness! d

24 “ No  one  can  serve  two mas ters, 
 since ei ther  he  will  hate  one  and  love  the 
oth er,  or  he  will  be de vot ed  to  one  and 
de spise  the oth er.  You can not  serve  both 
 God  and mon ey. e

the Cure for Anxiety
25 “There fore  I  tell  you: f  Don’t wor-
ry  about  your  life,  what  you  will  eat  or 
 what  you  will  drink;  or  about  your  body, 
 what  you  will  wear.  Isn’t  life  more  than 
 food  and  the  body  more  than cloth ing? g 
26 Con sid er  the  birds  of  the  sky:  They 
 don’t  sow  or  reap  or gath er  into  barns, 
 yet  your heav en ly Fa ther  feeds  them. 
 Aren’t  you  worth  more  than  they? h 
27  Can  any  of  you  add  one mo ment  to  his 
life-span c  by wor ry ing? 28  And  why  do 
 you wor ry  about  clothes? Ob serve  how 
 the wildflowers  of  the  field  grow:  They 
 don’t la bor  or  spin  thread. 29  Yet  I  tell  you 
 that  not  even Sol o mon  in  all  his splen dor 
 was  adorned  like  one  of  these. 30  If  that’s 
 how  God  clothes  the  grass  of  the  field, 
 which  is  here to day  and  thrown  into 
 the fur nace to mor row,  won’t  he  do  much 
 more  for  you  —   you  of lit tle  faith? i 31  So 
 don’t wor ry, say ing, ‘ What  will  we  eat? ’ 
 or ‘ What  will  we  drink? ’  or ‘ What  will 
 we  wear? ’ 32  For  the Gen tiles ea ger ly 
 seek  all  these  things,  and  your heav en ly 
Fa ther  knows  that  you  need  them. 33  But 
 seek  first  the king dom  of  God d, j  and  his 

righ teous ness, k  and  all  these  things  will 
 be pro vid ed  for  you. l 34 There fore  don’t 
wor ry  about to mor row, be cause to mor-
row  will wor ry  about it self.  Each  day 
 has  enough trou ble m  of  its  own.

Do Not Judge

7 “ Do  not  judge,  so  that  you  won’t  be 
 judged. n 2  For  you  will  be  judged  by  the 

 same stan dard  with  which  you  judge oth-
ers,  and  you  will  be mea sured  by  the  same 
mea sure  you  use. o 3  Why  do  you  look  at  the 
splinter  in  your broth er’s  eye  but  don’t no-
tice  the  beam  of  wood  in  your  own  eye? p 
4  Or  how  can  you  say  to  your broth er, ‘ Let 
 me  take  the splinter  out  of  your  eye,’  and 
 look,  there’s  a  beam  of  wood  in  your  own 
 eye? 5 Hyp o crite!  First  take  the  beam  of 
 wood  out  of  your  eye,  and  then  you  will 
 see clear ly  to  take  the splinter  out  of  your 
broth er’s  eye. 6  Don’t  give  what  is  holy  to 
 dogs  or  toss  your  pearls be fore  pigs, q  or 
 they  will tram ple  them un der  their  feet, 
 turn,  and  tear  you  to  pieces.

Ask, Search, Knock
7 “ Ask, r  and  it  will  be giv en  to  you. s  Seek, 
 and  you  will  find.  Knock,  and  the  door e 
 will  be  opened  to  you. 8  For ev ery one 
 who  asks re ceives,  and  the  one  who 
 seeks  finds, t  and  to  the  one  who  knocks, 
 the  door  will  be  opened. 9  Who  among 
 you,  if  his  son  asks  him  for  bread,  will 
 give  him  a  stone? 10  Or  if  he  asks  for  a 
 fish,  will  give  him  a  snake? 11  If  you  then, 
 who  are  evil, u  know  how  to  give  good 
 gifts  to  your chil dren,  how  much  more 
 will  your Fa ther  in heav en  give  good 
 things  to  those  who  ask  him. 12 There-
fore, what ev er  you  want oth ers  to  do  for 
 you,  do  also  the  same  for  them,  for  this  is 
 the  Law  and  the Proph ets. v

entering the Kingdom
13 “En ter  through  the nar row  gate. w  For 
 the  gate  is  wide  and  the  road  broad 
 that  leads  to de struc tion, x  and  there  are 
 many  who  go  through  it. 14  How nar row 
 is  the  gate  and dif fi cult  the  road  that 
 leads  to  life,  and  few  find  it.

15 “ Be  on  your  guard  against  false 
proph ets y  who  come  to  you  in  sheep’s z 
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cloth ing a  but in ward ly  are rav ag ing 
 wolves. b 16  You’ll rec og nize  them  by 
 their  fruit. c  Are  grapes gath ered  from 
thorn bush es  or  figs  from this tles? d 17  In 
 the  same  way, ev ery  good  tree pro duc es 
 good  fruit,  but  a  bad  tree pro duc es  bad 
 fruit. 18  A  good  tree  can’t pro duce  bad 
 fruit; nei ther  can  a  bad  tree pro duce 
 good  fruit. 19 Ev ery  tree  that  doesn’t pro-
duce  good  fruit  is  cut  down  and  thrown 
 into  the  fire. e 20  So  you’ll rec og nize  them 
 by  their  fruit. f

21 “ Not ev ery one  who  says  to  me, ‘ Lord, 
 Lord,’  will en ter  the king dom  of heav-
en, g  but  only  the  one  who  does  the  will h 
 of  my Fa ther  in heav en. i 22  On  that  day 
 many  will  say  to  me, ‘ Lord,  Lord,  didn’t 
 we proph e sy  in  your  name,  drive  out 
de mons j  in  your  name,  and  do  many 
mir a cles  in  your  name? ’ k 23  Then  I  will 
an nounce  to  them, ‘ I nev er  knew  you. 
De part  from  me,  you law break ers! ’ a,b, l

the two Foundations
24 “There fore, m ev ery one  who  hears  these 
 words n  of  mine  and  acts  on  them  will  be 
 like  a  wise  man  who  built  his  house  on 

 the  rock. 25  The  rain  fell,  the riv ers  rose, 
 and  the  winds  blew  and pound ed  that 
 house.  Yet  it  didn’t col lapse, be cause  its 
foun da tion  was  on  the  rock. 26  But ev ery-
one  who  hears  these  words  of  mine  and 
 doesn’t  act  on  them  will  be  like  a fool ish 
 man  who  built  his  house  on  the  sand. 
27  The  rain  fell,  the riv ers  rose,  the  winds 
 blew  and pound ed  that  house,  and  it col-
lapsed.  It col lapsed  with  a  great  crash.”

28  When  Jesus  had fin ished say ing 
 these  things, o  the  crowds  were as ton-
ished  at  his teach ing, p 29 be cause  he  was 
teach ing  them  like  one  who  had au thor-
i ty,  and  not  like  their  scribes.

A Man Cleansed

8  When  he  came  down  from  the moun-
tain,  large  crowds q fol lowed  him. 

2  Right  away r  a  man  with lep ro sy c  came 
 up  and  knelt be fore  him, s say ing, “ Lord,  if 
 you  are will ing,  you  can  make  me  clean.”
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First-Century Israelite house
Cut-away reconstruction of a first-century AD Israelite house.
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3 Reach ing  out  his  hand,  Jesus  touched 
 him, say ing, “ I  am will ing;  be  made  clean.”  
Im me di ate ly  his lep ro sy  was  cleansed. 
4  Then  Jesus  told  him, “ See  that  you 
 don’t  tell any one; a  but  go,  show your-
self  to  the  priest,  and of fer  the  gift  that 
Mo ses com mand ed,  as  a tes ti mo ny  to  
 them.” b

A Centurion’s Faith
5  When  he en tered Ca per na um, c  a cen-
tu ri on  came  to  him, plead ing  with  him, 
6 “ Lord,  my ser vant  is ly ing  at  home par-
a lyzed,  in ter ri ble ag o ny.”

7  He  said  to  him, “ Am  I  to  come  and 
 heal  him? ” a

8 “ Lord,”  the cen tu ri on re plied, “ I  am 
 not wor thy  to  have  you  come un der  my 
 roof.  But  just  say  the  word,  and  my ser-
vant  will  be  healed. d 9  For  I  too  am  a  man 
un der au thor i ty, hav ing sol diers un der 
 my com mand. b  I  say  to  this  one, ‘ Go,’  and 
 he  goes;  and  to an oth er, ‘ Come,’  and  he 
 comes;  and  to  my ser vant, ‘ Do  this! ’  and 
 he  does  it.”

10 Hear ing  this,  Jesus  was  amazed 
 and  said  to  those fol low ing  him, “Tru-
ly  I  tell  you,  I  have  not  found any one 
 in Is ra el  with  so  great  a  faith. 11  I  tell 
 you  that  many  will  come  from  east  and 
 west  to  share  the ban quet c  with Abra-
ham,  Isaac,  and Ja cob  in  the king dom  of 
heav en. e 12  But  the  sons  of  the king dom 
 will  be  thrown  into  the out er dark ness 
 where  there  will  be weep ing  and gnash-
ing  of  teeth.” f 13  Then  Jesus  told  the cen-
tu ri on, “ Go.  As  you  have be lieved, g  let  it 
 be  done  for  you.”  And  his ser vant  was 
 healed  that  very mo ment. d

healings at Capernaum
14  Jesus  went  into Pe ter’s  house h  and 
 saw  his mother-in-law ly ing  in  bed  with 
 a fe ver. 15  So  he  touched  her  hand,  and 
 the fe ver  left  her.  Then  she  got  up  and 
be gan  to  serve  him. 16  When eve ning 
 came,  they  brought  to  him  many  who 
 were demon-possessed.  He  drove  out 
 the spir its i  with  a  word  and  healed  all 
 who  were  sick, j 17  so  that  what  was spo-
ken  through  the proph et Isa iah  might 
 be ful filled:
  He himself took  

our weaknesses
  and carried our diseases. e,k

the Cost of Following Jesus
18  When  Jesus  saw  a  large  crowd f,l 
 around  him,  he  gave  the or der  to  go  to 
 the oth er  side  of  the  sea. 19  A  scribe ap-
proached  him  and  said, m “Teach er,  I  will 
fol low  you wher ev er  you  go.”

20  Jesus  told  him, “Fox es  have  dens,  and 
 birds  of  the  sky  have  nests,  but  the  Son  of 
 Man n  has  no  place  to  lay  his  head.”

21 “ Lord,” an oth er  of  his dis ci ples  said, 
“ first  let  me  go  bury  my fa ther.”

22  But  Jesus  told  him, “Fol low  me,  and 
 let  the  dead  bury  their  own  dead.”

wind and wave Obey Jesus
23  As  he  got  into  the  boat, o  his dis ci ples p 
fol lowed  him. 24 Sud den ly,  a vi o lent 
 storm  arose  on  the  sea,  so  that  the  boat 
 was be ing  swamped  by  the  waves  —  
 but  Jesus  kept sleep ing. 25  So  the dis ci ples 
 came  and  woke  him  up, say ing, “ Lord, 
 save  us!  We’re go ing  to  die! ”

26  He  said  to  them, “ Why  are  you 
 afraid,  you  of lit tle  faith? ”  Then  he  got 
 up  and re buked  the  winds  and  the  sea, q 
 and  there  was  a  great  calm.

27  The  men  were  amazed  and  asked, 
“ What  kind  of  man  is  this?  Even  the 
 winds  and  the  sea  obey r  him! ”

Demons Driven Out by Jesus
28  When  he  had  come  to  the oth er  side, s 
 to  the re gion  of  the Gad a renes, g  two de-
mon-possessed  men  met  him  as  they 
 came  out  of  the  tombs.  They  were  so vi-
o lent  that  no  one  could  pass  that  way. 
29 Sud den ly  they shout ed, “ What  do  you 
 have  to  do  with  us, h  Son  of  God?  Have 
 you  come  here  to tor ment  us be fore  the 
 time? ” t

30  A  long  way  off  from  them,  a  large 
 herd  of  pigs  was feed ing. 31 “ If  you  drive 
 us  out,”  the de mons  begged  him, “ send 
 us  into  the  herd  of  pigs.”

32 “ Go! ”  he  told  them.  So  when  they 
 had  come  out,  they en tered  the  pigs, 
 and  the  whole  herd  rushed  down  the 
 steep  bank  into  the  sea  and per ished  in 
 the wa ter. 33  Then  the  men  who tend ed 
 them  fled.  They  went  into  the  city  and 
re port ed ev ery thing, es pe cial ly  what 
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 had hap pened  to  those  who  were de-
mon-possessed. 34  At  that,  the  whole 
 town  went  out  to  meet  Jesus.  When  they 
 saw  him,  they  begged  him  to  leave  their 
re gion. a

the Son of Man Forgives and 
heals

9  So  he  got  into  a  boat,  crossed  over, 
 and  came  to  his  own  town. b 2  Just 

 then c  some  men a  brought  to  him  a par-
a lyt ic ly ing  on  a stretcher. See ing  their 
 faith,  Jesus  told  the par a lyt ic, “ Have 
cour age,  son,  your  sins  are for giv en.” d

3  At  this,  some  of  the  scribes  said  to 
them selves, “ He’s blas phem ing! ” e

4 Per ceiv ing  their  thoughts, f  Jesus 
 said, “ Why  are  you think ing  evil  things 
 in  your  hearts? b 5  For  which  is eas i er:  to 
 say, ‘ Your  sins  are for giv en,’  or  to  say, 
‘ Get  up  and  walk’? 6  But  so  that  you  may 
 know  that  the  Son  of  Man  has au thor i ty 
 on  earth  to for give  sins”  —   then  he  told 
 the par a lyt ic, “ Get  up,  take  your stretch-
er,  and  go  home.” 7  So  he  got  up  and  went 
 home. 8  When  the  crowds  saw  this,  they 
 were awestruck c,d  and  gave glo ry g  to 
 God,  who  had giv en  such au thor i ty  to 
 men.

the Call of Matthew
9  As  Jesus  went  on  from  there, h  he  saw  a 
 man  named Mat thew sit ting  at  the  toll 
 booth,  and  he  said  to  him, “Fol low  me,” 
 and  he  got  up  and fol lowed  him. i

10  While  he  was re clin ing  at  the ta ble 
 in  the  house,  many  tax col lec tors  and 
sin ners  came  to  eat  with  Jesus  and  his 
dis ci ples. j 11  When  the Phar i sees  saw 
 this,  they  asked  his dis ci ples, “ Why  does 
 your teach er  eat  with  tax col lec tors  and 
sin ners? ” k

12  Now  when  he  heard  this,  he  said, “ It 
 is  not  those  who  are  well  who  need  a 
doc tor,  but  those  who  are  sick. l 13  Go  and 
 learn  what  this  means:  I de sire mer cy 
 and  not sac ri fice. e,m  For  I  didn’t  come  to 
 call  the righ teous,  but sin ners.” f

A Question about Fasting
14  Then  John’s dis ci ples  came  to  him, say-
ing, “ Why  do  we  and  the Phar i sees  fast 
of ten,  but  your dis ci ples  do  not  fast? ” n

15  Jesus  said  to  them, “ Can  the wed-
ding  guests g  be  sad  while  the groom  is 

 with  them?  The  time h  will  come  when 
 the groom  will  be tak en  away  from 
 them,  and  then  they  will  fast. 16  No 
 one patches  an  old gar ment  with un-
shrunk  cloth, be cause  the  patch  pulls 
 away  from  the gar ment  and  makes  the 
 tear  worse. 17  And  no  one  puts i  new 
 wine  into  old wine skins. Oth er wise, 
 the  skins  burst,  the  wine  spills  out,  and 
 the  skins  are ru ined.  No,  they  put  new 
 wine  into  fresh wine skins,  and  both  are  
pre served.”

A Girl Restored and a woman 
healed
18  As  he  was tell ing  them  these  things, o 
sud den ly  one  of  the lead ers  came  and 
 knelt  down be fore  him, say ing, “ My 
daugh ter  just  died, j  but  come  and  lay 
 your  hand  on  her,  and  she  will  live.” p 
19  So  Jesus  and  his dis ci ples  got  up  and 
fol lowed q  him.

20  Just  then,  a wom an  who  had suf-
fered  from bleed ing  for  twelve  years ap-
proached  from be hind  and  touched  the 
 end  of  his  robe, r 21  for  she  said  to her self, 
“ If  I  can  just  touch  his  robe,  I’ll  be  made 
 well.” k,s

22  Jesus  turned  and  saw  her. “ Have 
cour age, daugh ter,”  he  said. “ Your  faith 
 has  saved  you.” l,t  And  the wom an  was 
 made  well  from  that mo ment. m

23  When  Jesus  came  to  the lead er’s 
 house,  he  saw  the  flute play ers  and  a 
 crowd lamenting loud ly. u 24 “ Leave,”  he 
 said, “be cause  the  girl  is  not  dead  but 
 asleep.” v  And  they  laughed  at  him. 25 Af-
ter  the  crowd  had  been  put out side,  he 
 went  in  and  took  her  by  the  hand,  and 
 the  girl  got  up. w 26  Then  news  of  this 
 spread through out  that  whole  area. x

healing the Blind
27  As  Jesus  went  on  from  there,  two 
 blind  men fol lowed  him, call ing  out, 
“ Have mer cy  on  us,  Son  of Da vid! ” y

28  When  he en tered  the  house,  the 
 blind  men ap proached  him,  and  Jesus 
 said  to  them, “ Do  you be lieve z  that  I  can 
 do  this? ”

 They  said  to  him, “ Yes,  Lord.”
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29  Then  he  touched  their  eyes, say ing, 
“ Let  it  be  done  for  you ac cord ing  to  your 
 faith.” 30  And  their  eyes  were  opened. 
 Then  Jesus  warned  them stern ly, “ Be 
 sure  that  no  one  finds  out.” a 31  But  they 
 went  out  and  spread  the  news  about 
 him through out  that  whole  area.

Driving Out a Demon
32  Just  as  they  were go ing  out,  a demon- 
possessed  man  who  was un able  to  speak 
 was  brought  to  him. b 33  When  the de mon 
 had  been driv en  out,  the  man  who  had 
 been  mute  spoke,  and  the  crowds  were 
 amazed, say ing, “Noth ing  like  this  has 
 ever  been  seen  in Is ra el! ” 

34  But  the Phar i sees  said, “ He  drives 
 out de mons  by  the rul er  of  the de mons.” c

the Lord of the harvest
35  Jesus con tin ued go ing  around  to  all 
 the  towns  and vil lages, teach ing  in  their 
syn a gogues, preach ing  the  good  news  of 
 the king dom, d  and heal ing ev ery a dis-
ease  and ev ery sick ness. b,c 36  When  he 
 saw  the  crowds,  he  felt com pas sion  for 
 them, be cause  they  were dis tressed  and 
de ject ed, e  like  sheep with out  a shep-
herd. f 37  Then  he  said  to  his dis ci ples, g 
“ The har vest  is abun dant,  but  the work-
ers  are  few. 38 There fore,  pray  to  the 
 Lord  of  the har vest  to  send  out work ers 
 into  his har vest.”

Commissioning the twelve

10 Sum mon ing  his  twelve dis ci ples, h 
 he  gave  them au thor i ty  over un-

clean spir its,  to  drive  them  out  and 
 to  heal ev ery a dis ease  and sick ness. c,i 
2  These  are  the  names  of  the  twelve 
apos tles: j  First, Si mon,  who  is  called Pe-
ter,  and An drew  his broth er;  James  the 
 son  of Zeb e dee,  and  John  his broth er; 
3 Phil ip  and Bar thol o mew; Thom as  and 
Mat thew  the  tax col lec tor;  James  the 
 son  of Al phae us,  and Thad dae us; d 4 Si-
mon  the Zeal ot, e  and Ju das Is car i ot,  who 
 also be trayed  him. k

5  Jesus  sent  out  these  twelve af ter giv-
ing  them in struc tions: “ Don’t  take  the 
 road  that  leads  to  the Gen tiles,  and  don’t 
en ter  any Sa mar i tan l  town. 6 In stead,  go 
 to  the  lost  sheep m  of  the  house  of Is ra el. n 
7  As  you  go, pro claim: ‘ The king dom  of 
heav en  has  come  near.’ o 8  Heal  the  sick, 

 raise  the  dead,  cleanse  those  with lep-
ro sy, f  drive  out de mons. p Free ly  you re-
ceived, free ly  give. 9  Don’t ac quire  gold, 
sil ver,  or cop per  for  your money-belts. q 
10  Don’t  take  a trav el ing  bag  for  the  road, 
 or  an ex tra shirt, san dals,  or  a  staff,  for 
 the work er r  is wor thy  of  his  food. 11  When 
 you en ter  any  town  or vil lage,  find  out 
 who  is wor thy,  and  stay  there un til  you 
 leave. 12  Greet  a house hold  when  you en-
ter  it, s 13  and  if  the house hold  is wor thy,  let 
 your  peace  be  on  it;  but  if  it  is un wor thy, 
 let  your  peace re turn  to  you. t 14  If any one 
 does  not wel come  you  or lis ten  to  your 
 words,  shake  the  dust  off  your  feet u  when 
 you  leave  that  house  or  town. 15 Tru ly  I 
 tell  you,  it  will  be  more tolerable  on  the 
 day  of judg ment v  for  the  land  of Sod om 
 and Go mor rah  than  for  that  town. w

Persecutions Predicted
16 “ Look,  I’m send ing  you  out  like  sheep 
 among  wolves. There fore  be  as  shrewd 
 as ser pents  and  as in no cent  as  doves. x 
17 Be ware  of  them, be cause  they  will 
 hand  you  over  to lo cal  courts g  and  flog 
 you  in  their syn a gogues. y 18  You  will 
 even  be  brought be fore gov er nors  and 
 kings be cause  of  me,  to  bear wit ness  to 
 them  and  to  the Gen tiles. z 19  But  when 
 they  hand  you  over,  don’t wor ry  about 
 how  or  what  you  are  to  speak. aa  For 
 you  will  be giv en  what  to  say  at  that 
 hour, 20 be cause  it  isn’t  you speak ing,  but 
 the Spir it ab  of  your Fa ther  is speak ing 
 through  you. ac

21 “Broth er  will be tray broth er  to 
 death,  and  a fa ther  his  child. Chil dren 
 will  rise  up  against par ents  and  have 
 them  put  to  death. ad 22  You  will  be hat-
ed  by ev ery one be cause  of  my  name. ae 
 But  the  one  who en dures  to  the  end 
 will  be  saved. af 23  When  they per se cute 
 you  in  one  town,  flee  to an oth er. ag  For 
tru ly  I  tell  you,  you  will  not  have  gone 
 through  the  towns  of Is ra el be fore  the 
 Son  of  Man  comes. 24  A dis ci ple h  is  not 
 above  his teach er,  or  a  slave  above  his 
mas ter. ah 25  It  is  enough  for  a dis ci ple  to 
be come  like  his teach er  and  a  slave  like 
 his mas ter.  If  they  called  the  head  of  the 
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 house ‘Be el ze bul,’  how  much  more  the 
mem bers  of  his house hold! a

Fear God
26 “There fore, b  don’t  be  afraid  of  them, 
 since  there  is noth ing cov ered  that  won’t 
 be un cov ered  and noth ing hid den  that 
 won’t  be  made  known. c 27  What  I  tell 
 you  in  the  dark,  speak  in  the  light.  What 
 you  hear  in  a whis per, a pro claim  on  the 
housetops. d 28  Don’t  fear  those  who  kill 
 the  body  but  are  not  able  to  kill  the  soul; e 
rath er,  fear  him  who  is  able  to de stroy 
 both  soul  and  body  in  hell. f 29  Aren’t 
 two spar rows  sold  for  a pen ny? b  Yet  not 
 one  of  them  falls  to  the  ground with out 
 your Fa ther’s g con sent. c 30  But  even  the 
 hairs  of  your  head  have  all  been count-
ed. h 31  So  don’t  be  afraid;  you  are  worth 
 more  than  many spar rows. i

Acknowledging Christ
32 “There fore, ev ery one  who  will ac-
knowl edge  me be fore oth ers,  I  will  also 
ac knowl edge  him be fore  my Fa ther  in 
heav en. j 33  But who ev er de nies  me be-
fore oth ers, k  I  will  also  deny  him be fore 
 my Fa ther  in heav en. 34  Don’t as sume  that 
 I  came  to  bring  peace  on  the  earth.  I  did 
 not  come  to  bring  peace,  but  a  sword. l 
35  For  I  came  to  turn
  a man against his father,
  a daughter against her mother,
  a daughterinlaw against 

her motherinlaw;
 36 and a man’s enemies will be
  the members 

of his household. d,m

37  The  one  who  loves  a fa ther  or moth er 
 more  than  me  is  not wor thy  of  me; n  the 
 one  who  loves  a  son  or daugh ter  more 
 than  me  is  not wor thy  of  me. 38  And who-
ev er  doesn’t  take  up  his  cross  and fol-
low  me  is  not wor thy  of  me. 39 Any one 
 who  finds  his  life  will  lose  it, o  and any-
one  who  loses  his  life be cause  of  me  will 
 find  it. p

A Cup of Cold water
40 “ The  one  who wel comes  you wel-
comes  me, q  and  the  one  who wel comes 
 me wel comes  him  who  sent  me. r 41 Any-
one  who wel comes  a proph et s be cause 
 he  is  a proph et e  will re ceive  a proph-
et’s re ward.  And any one  who wel comes 

 a righ teous per son be cause  he’s righ-
teous f  will re ceive  a righ teous per son’s 
re ward. 42  And who ev er  gives t  even  a 
 cup  of  cold wa ter  to  one  of  these lit tle 
 ones be cause  he  is  a dis ci ple, g,u tru ly  I 
 tell  you,  he  will nev er  lose  his re ward.”

John the Baptist Doubts

11  When  Jesus  had fin ished giv ing 
in struc tions  to  his  twelve dis ci-

ples,  he  moved  on  from  there  to  teach 
 and  preach  in  their  towns. v 2  Now  when 
 John  heard  in pris on  what  the  Christ 
 was do ing,  he  sent  a mes sage  through 
 his dis ci ples w 3  and  asked  him, “ Are  you 
 the  one  who  is  to  come,  or  should  we ex-
pect some one  else? ” x

4  Jesus re plied  to  them, “ Go  and re-
port  to  John  what  you  hear  and  see: 
5  The  blind re ceive  their  sight,  the  lame 
 walk,  those  with lep ro sy h  are  cleansed, 
 the  deaf  hear,  the  dead  are  raised,  and 
 the  poor  are  told  the  good  news, y 6  and 
 blessed  is  the  one  who  isn’t of fend ed  by 
 me.” z

7  As  these  men  were leav ing,  Jesus 
be gan  to  speak  to  the  crowds  about 
 John: “ What  did  you  go  out  into  the wil-
der ness  to  see?  A  reed sway ing  in  the 
 wind? aa 8  What  then  did  you  go  out  to 
 see?  A  man  dressed  in  soft  clothes?  See, 
 those  who  wear  soft  clothes  are  in roy-
al pal aces. 9  What  then  did  you  go  out  to 
 see?  A proph et?  Yes,  I  tell  you,  and  more 
 than  a proph et. ab 10  This  is  the  one  about 
 whom  it  is writ ten:
  See, I am sending my messenger 

ahead of you;
  he will prepare your way 

before you. i,ac

11 “Tru ly  I  tell  you,  among  those  born  of 
wom en  no  one great er  than  John  the 
Bap tist  has ap peared, j  but  the  least  in 
 the king dom  of heav en  is great er  than 
 he. 12  From  the  days  of  John  the Bap tist 
un til  now,  the king dom  of heav en  has 
 been suf fer ing vi o lence, k  and  the vi o-
lent  have  been seiz ing  it  by  force. 13  For 
 all  the proph ets  and  the  law proph e sied 
un til  John. 14  And  if  you’re will ing  to 
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