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5/4 BC

Herod  
the Great  
dies
4 BC

Return  
to  
Nazareth
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Caesar  
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14
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28
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feeds  
5,000 
29

Jesus is  
crucified,  
rises again,  
and  
ascends
30

“ WE’RE NUMBER ONE!  The greatest/strongest/
prettiest! Champions!” Such proclamations boldly 
assert claims of supremacy every day. Everyone 
wants to be associated with a winner. Losers are 
those who finish anything but first. In direct con-

trast are the words of Jesus: “Whoever wants to be 
first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did 

not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many” (10:44-45). Jesus is the greatest—God incarnate, 
our Messiah—but he entered history as a servant.

This is the message of Mark. Written to encourage Roman Christians 
and to prove beyond a doubt that Jesus is the Messiah, Mark presents 
a rapid succession of vivid pictures of Jesus in action, revealing his true 
identity by what he does, not necessarily by what he says. It is Jesus 
on the move.

Instead of the birth of Jesus, Mark begins with John the Baptist’s 
preaching. Then, moving quickly past Jesus’ baptism, temptation in the 
wilderness, and call of the disciples, Mark takes us directly into Jesus’ 
public ministry. We see Jesus confronting a demon, healing a man with 
leprosy, and forgiving and healing a paralyzed man.

Next, Jesus calls Matthew (Levi) and has dinner with him and his 
questionable associates. This initiates the conflict with the Pharisees 
and other religious leaders, who condemn Jesus for eating with sinners 
and breaking the Sabbath.

In Mark 4, Mark pauses to give a sample of Jesus’ teaching—the par-
able of the sower and the illustration of the mustard seed—and then 
plunges back into the action, showing Jesus’ authority over nature, 
demons, and even death.

Next up in the book, after returning to Nazareth for a few days and 
experiencing rejection in his hometown, Jesus commissions the dis-
ciples to spread the Good News everywhere. Opposition from Herod 
and the Pharisees increases, and John the Baptist is beheaded. But 
 Jesus continues to move, feeding the masses and healing many people.

Finally, the time comes to reveal his true identity to the disciples. Do 
they really know who Jesus is? Peter proclaims him to be the Messiah 
but then promptly shows that he does not understand Jesus’ mission. 
After the Transfiguration, Jesus continues to teach and heal. Confron-
tation with the Pharisees continues to escalate, putting his life in even 
greater danger.

Events move rapidly toward a climax. The Last Supper, the Betrayal, 
the Crucifixion, and the Resurrection are dramatically portrayed along-
side more examples of Jesus’ teachings. Mark shows us Jesus— moving, 
serving, sacrificing, and saving. As you read Mark, be ready for action, 
be open for God to move in your life, and be challenged to move into 
your world to serve.

Vital Statistics
P U R P O S E :

To present the person, work, 
and teachings of Jesus

A U T H O R :

John Mark, who was not one of 
the 12 disciples but did accompany 
Paul on his first missionary journey 
(Acts 13:13)

O R I G I N A L  A U D I E N C E :

The Christians in Rome, where this 
Gospel was written

D A T E  W R I T T E N :

Between AD 55 and 65

S E T T I N G :

The Roman Empire under Tiberius 
Caesar. The empire, with its com-
mon language and excellent 
transportation and communication 
systems, was ripe to hear Jesus’ 
message, which spread quickly 
from nation to nation.

K E Y  V E R S E :

“For even the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.” (10:45)

K E Y  P E O P L E :

Jesus, the 12 disciples, Pilate, the 
Jewish religious leaders

K E Y  P L A C E S :

Capernaum, Nazareth, Caesa-
rea Philippi, Jericho, Bethany, 
the Mount of Olives, Jerusalem, 
Golgotha

S P E C I A L  F E A T U R E S :

Mark was probably the first Gospel 
written. The other Gospels quote all 
but 31 verses of Mark. Mark records 
more miracles than any of the other 
Gospels.
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The Blueprint
A. BIRTH AND PREPARATION  

OF JESUS, THE  SERVANT  
(1:1-13)

Jesus did not arrive unannounced or unexpected. The Old Testament prophets 
had clearly predicted the coming of a great deliverer, sent by God himself, who 
would offer salvation and eternal peace to Israel and the entire world. Then John 
the Baptist announced that the long-awaited Messiah had finally come and would 
soon be among the people. In God’s work in the world today, Jesus does not come 
 unannounced or unexpected. Yet many still reject him. We have the witness of the 
Bible, but some choose to ignore it, just as many ignored John the Baptist in his day.

B. MESSAGE AND MINISTRY  
OF JESUS, THE SERVANT  
(1:14–13:37)
1. Jesus’ ministry in Galilee
2. Jesus’ ministry beyond Galilee
3. Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem

Jesus had all the power of God: He raised the dead, gave sight to the blind, restored 
deformed bodies, and quieted stormy seas. But with all this power, Jesus came to 
humanity as a servant. We can use his life as a pattern for how to live today. As Jesus 
served God and others, so should we.

C. DEATH AND RESURRECTION  
OF JESUS, THE  SERVANT  
(14:1–16:20)

Jesus came as a servant, so many did not recognize or acknowledge him as the 
Messiah. We must be careful that we also don’t reject God or his will because he 
doesn’t quite fit our image of what God should be.

Megathemes
T H E M E E X P L A N A T I O N

Jesus Christ Jesus Christ alone is the Son of God. In Mark, we see Jesus demonstrating his divinity by overcoming disease, 
demons, and death. Although he had the power to be king of the earth, Jesus chose to obey the Father and die 
for us. When Jesus rose from the dead, he proved that he was God, that he could forgive sin, and that he has the 
power to change lives. By trusting in him for forgiveness, you can begin a new life with him as your guide.

Servanthood As the Messiah, Jesus fulfilled the prophecies of the Old Testament by coming to earth. He did not come as a 
 conquering king; he came as a servant. He helped people by telling them about God and healing them. And then 
he performed the ultimate act of service by giving his life as a sacrifice for sin. Because of Jesus’ example, we 
should be willing to serve God and others. Real greatness in Christ’s kingdom is shown by service and sacrifice. 
Ambition or love of power or position should not be our motive; instead, we should do God’s work because we 
love him.

Miracles Mark records more of Jesus’ miracles than sermons. Jesus clearly proved to be a man of power and action, not 
just words. He did miracles to convince the people of who he was and to confirm to the disciples his true  identity—
God. The more convinced we become that Jesus is God, the more we will see his power and his love. His mighty 
works show us that he is able to save anyone, regardless of his or her past. His miracles of forgiveness bring 
 healing, wholeness, and changed lives to those who trust him.

Spreading  
the Gospel

Jesus directed his public ministry to the Jews first. When the Jewish leaders opposed him, Jesus also went to 
the non-Jewish world, healing and preaching. Jesus crossed national, racial, and economic barriers to spread the 
Good News—even Roman soldiers and Samaritans heard his message. Many believed and followed him. Jesus’ 
final message to his disciples challenged them to go into all the world and preach the gospel of salvation. This 
means that Jesus’ message of faith and forgiveness is for the whole world—not just your church, neighborhood, 
or nation. We must reach out beyond our own people and needs to fulfill the worldwide vision of Jesus Christ so 
that people everywhere may hear his great message and be saved from sin and death.
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A. BIRTH AND PREPARATION OF JESUS, THE SERVANT (1:1–13)
Mark, the shortest of the four Gospels, opens with  Jesus’ baptism and temptation. Moving right into action, Mark 
quickly prepares us for Christ’s ministry. The Gospel of Mark is concise, straightforward, and chronological.

John the Baptist Prepares the Way for  Jesus (16 /  Mat thew 3:1–12; Luke 3:1–18 )

1 The be gin ning of the good news  about  Jesus the Mes si ah, a the Son of God, b a 2 as it 
is writ ten in Isa iah the proph et:

  “I will send my messenger ahead of you,
  who will prepare your way” c b —  
 3 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness,
  ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
  make straight paths for him.’ ” d c

1:1 When we experience the excitement of a big event, we naturally 
want to tell someone. Telling the story can bring back that original thrill 
as we relive the experience. Reading Mark’s first words, we can sense 
his excitement. Picture yourself in the crowd as Jesus heals and teaches. 
Imagine yourself as one of the disciples. Respond to his words of love 
and encouragement. And remember that Jesus came for us as well as 
for those who lived 2,000 years ago.

1:1 Mark was not one of the 12 disciples of Jesus, but he probably knew 
Jesus personally. Mark wrote his Gospel in the form of a  fast-  paced story, 
like a popular novel. The book portrays Jesus as a man who backed up 
his words with actions that constantly proved his identity as the Son of 
God. Because Mark wrote his Gospel for Christians in Rome, where many 

gods were worshiped, he wanted his readers to know that Jesus is the 
one true Son of God.

Without God’s revelation, our finite minds cannot comprehend the 
infinite. But because of what we know about Jesus (thanks to writers 
like Mark), we can understand what God is like. Mark gives the “punch 
line” of his Gospel in the very first verse, but both Jesus’ enemies and 
his disciples would not get it until Jesus’ resurrection. For us who read 
Mark today, the message is clear that we must not ignore or reject 
Jesus Christ.

1:2-4 Hundreds of years earlier, the prophet Isaiah had predicted that 
John the Baptist and Jesus would come. Isaiah’s words comforted many 
people as they looked forward to the Messiah. Knowing that God keeps 

1:1 
a Mt 4:3

1:2 
b Mal 3:1; Mt 11:10; 
Lk 7:27

1:3 
c Isa 40:3; Jn 1:23

a 1 Or  Jesus Christ. Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Greek) both mean Anointed One.    b 1 Some manuscripts do 
not have the Son of God.    c 2 Mal. 3:1    d 3 Isaiah 40:3    

• Of the four Gospels, Mark’s narrative is the most 
chronological—that is, most of the stories are posi-
tioned in the order they actually occurred. Though 
the shortest of the four, the Gospel of Mark contains 
the most events; it is action-packed. Most of this 
action centers in Galilee, where Jesus began his 
ministry. Capernaum served as his base of opera-
tions (1:21; 2:1; 9:33). From there, he would go out 
to cities like Bethsaida, where he healed a blind 
man (8:22-38); Gennesaret, where he performed 
many healings (6:53-56); Tyre and Sidon (to the far 
north), where he healed many, drove out demons, 
and met the Syrophoenician woman (3:8; 7:24-37); 
and Caesarea Philippi, where Peter declared him to 
be the Messiah (8:27-38). After his ministry in Galilee 
and the surrounding regions, Jesus headed for 
Jerusalem (10:1). Before arriving there, Jesus told 
his disciples three times that he would be killed 
and then come back to life (8:31; 9:31; 10:33-34).

Key Places in Mark
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4 And so John the Bap tist d ap peared in the wil der ness, preach ing a bap tism of re pen tance e 
for the for give ness of sins. f 5 The  whole Ju de an coun try side and all the peo ple of Je ru sa lem 
went out to him. Con fess ing  their sins, they were bap tized by him in the Jor dan Riv er. 
6 John wore cloth ing made of cam el’s hair, with a leath er belt  around his  waist, and he 
ate lo custs g and wild hon ey. 7 And this was his mes sage: “Af ter me  comes the one more 
pow er ful than I, the  straps of  whose san dals I am not wor thy to  stoop down and un tie. h 
8 I bap tize you with a wa ter, but he will bap tize you with a the Holy Spir it.” i

The Baptism of  Jesus (17 /  Mat thew 3:13–17; Luke 3:21–22 )
9 At that time  Jesus came from Naz a reth j in Gal i lee and was bap tized by John in the 

Jor dan. 10 Just as  Jesus was com ing up out of the wa ter, he saw heav en be ing torn open 

his promises can comfort us, too. As you read the book of Mark, real-
ize that it is more than just a story; it is part of God’s Word. In it God is 
revealing to you his plans for human  history—  and offering the Good 
News of his salvation to you.

1:2-3 Isaiah was one of the greatest prophets of the Old Testament. The 
second half of the book of Isaiah is devoted to the promise of salvation. 
Isaiah wrote about the coming of the Messiah (Jesus Christ) and the 
man who would announce his coming (John the Baptist). John’s call 
to “make straight paths for him” means that people should give up their 
selfish ways of living, renounce their sins, seek God’s forgiveness, and 
establish a relationship with God by believing and obeying his words as 
found in Scripture (Isaiah 1:18-20; 57:15).

1:2-3 Mark 1:2-3 is a composite quotation, taken from Malachi 3:1 and 
Isaiah 40:3.

1:3 John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus. People who do not 
know Jesus need to be prepared to meet him. We can prepare the way 
by explaining their need for forgiveness, demonstrating Jesus’ way of life 
by our conduct, and telling them how he can give their lives meaning. 
We can “make straight paths for him” by correcting misconceptions that 
might be hindering people from approaching him. Someone you know 
may be open to a relationship with Jesus. What can you do to prepare 
the way for this person?

1:4 Why does the Gospel of Mark begin with the story of John the Baptist 
and not mention the story of Jesus’ birth? Important Roman officials of 
this day were always preceded by an announcer or herald. When the 
herald arrived in town, the people knew that someone of prominence 
would soon arrive. Because Mark’s audience was primarily Roman Chris-
tians, he began his book with John the Baptist, whose mission was to 
announce the coming of Jesus, the most important person who ever 
lived. Roman Christians would have been less interested in Jesus’ birth 
than in this messenger who had prepared the way.

1:4 John chose to live in the wilderness, likely for several reasons: (1) to 
get away from distractions so he could better hear God’s instructions; 
(2) to capture the undivided attention of the people by calling them away 
from the distractions of their everyday lives; (3) to symbolize a sharp 
break with the hypocrisy of the religious leaders, who preferred their 
luxurious homes and positions of authority over doing God’s work; and 
(4) as a fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies that said John would be 
a voice crying out in the wilderness (see Isaiah 40:3).

1:4 In John’s ministry, baptism was a visible sign that a person had 
decided to change his or her life, giving up a sinful and selfish way of 
living and turning to God. John took a known custom and gave it new 
meaning. The Jews often baptized  non-  Jews who had converted to 
Judaism. But to baptize a Jew as a sign of repentance was a radical 
departure from Jewish custom. The early church took baptism a step 
further, associating it with Jesus’ death and resurrection (see, for example, 
Romans 6:3-4; 1 Peter 3:21).

1:5 Jesus came at a time in history when the entire civilized world was 
relatively peaceful under Roman rule, travel was easy, and the people 
shared a common language. The news about Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection could spread quickly throughout the vast Roman Empire.

In Israel, people were ready for Jesus, too, and they flocked to hear 
this wilderness preacher. There had been no  God-  sent prophets for 

400 years, since the days of Malachi (the writer of the last book of the 
Old Testament). Anticipation was growing that a great prophet, or the 
Messiah prophesied in the Old Testament, would soon come (Matthew 
17:10-13; Luke 3:15).

1:5 The purpose of John’s preaching was to prepare people to accept 
Jesus as God’s Son. When John challenged the people to confess sin 
individually, he was signaling the start of a new way to relate to God.

What changes do you need to make before you can hear and under-
stand Jesus’ message? People must admit that they need forgiveness 
before they can receive or accept forgiveness. Thus,  repentance—  genuine 
sorrow for and turning from  sin—  must come before a person can have 
true faith in Jesus Christ. If you have not yet done so, turn away from the 
world’s  dead-  end attractions, sinful temptations, and false promises, and 
turn to God. He will give you a new start.

1:6 John’s clothes were not the latest style of the day! He dressed much 
like the prophet Elijah (2 Kings 1:8) in order to distinguish himself from 
the religious leaders, whose flowing robes reflected their great pride in 
their position (Mark 12:38). John’s striking appearance reinforced his 
striking message.

1:7-8 Although John was the first genuine prophet in 400 years, Jesus, 
the Messiah, would be infinitely greater than John. John was pointing 
out how insignificant he was compared to the one who was coming. 
John was not even worthy of doing the most menial tasks for him, like 
untying his sandals. What John began, Jesus finished. What John pre-
pared, Jesus fulfilled.

1:8 John said that Jesus would baptize people with the Holy Spirit, 
sending the Holy Spirit to live within each believer. John’s baptism with 
water prepared a person to receive Christ’s message. This baptism dem-
onstrated the person’s repentance, humility, and willingness to turn 
from sin. This was the beginning of the spiritual process. When Jesus 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit, however, the entire person is transformed 
by the Spirit’s power. Jesus offers us both forgiveness of sin and the 
power to live for him.

1:9 Jesus grew up in Nazareth, where he had lived since he was a young 
boy (Matthew 2:22-23). Nazareth was a small town in Galilee, located 
about halfway between the Sea of Galilee and the Mediterranean Sea. 
The city was despised and avoided by many Jews (John 1:46) because 
it sat near the crossroads of several trade routes and thus had contact 
with many cultural influences that the Jewish people considered sinful. 
Tradition says it also had a Roman garrison. Roman soldiers were often 
unkind and even brutal to the Jewish people.

1:9 If John’s baptism was for repentance from sin, why was Jesus bap-
tized? While even the greatest prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel) had 
to confess their sinfulness and need for repentance, Jesus didn’t need 
to admit  sin—  he was sinless. Although Jesus didn’t need forgiveness, 
he was baptized for the following reasons: (1) to mark the beginning 
of his public ministry and his mission to bring the message of salvation 
to all people; (2) to demonstrate that he truly was God’s Son and that 
God approved and endorsed his mission; (3) to show support for John’s 
ministry; (4) to identify with our humanness and sin; and (5) to give us 
an example to follow.

1:10-11 The Spirit descended like a dove on Jesus, and the voice from 
heaven proclaimed the Father’s approval of Jesus as his divine Son. Here 

1:4 
d Mt 3:1 
e Ac 13:24 
f Lk 1:77

1:6 
g Lev 11:22

1:7 
h Ac 13:25

1:8 
i Isa 44:3; Joel 2:28; 
Ac 1:5; 2:4; 11:16; 
19:4‑6

1:9 
j Mt 2:23

a 8 Or in    
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and the Spir it de scend ing on him like a dove. k 11 And a  voice came from heav en: “You 
are my Son, l whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
 Sa tan Tempts  Jesus in the Wilderness (18 /  Mat thew 4:1–11; Luke 4:1–13 )

12 At once the Spir it sent him out into the wil der ness, 13 and he was in the wil der ness 
for ty days, be ing tempt ed a by Sa tan. m He was with the wild an i mals, and an gels at
tend ed him.

B. MESSAGE AND MINISTRY OF JESUS, THE SERVANT (1:14–13:37)
Mark tells us dramatic, action-packed stories. He gives us the most vivid account of Christ’s activities. He 
features facts and actions, rather than teachings. The way  Jesus lived his life is the perfect example of how 
we should live our lives today.

we see all three members of the Trinity  together—  God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. (See also Matthew 28:19; Luke 1:35; 
John 15:26; 1 Corinthians 12:4-13; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Ephesians 2:18; 
1 Thessalonians 1:2-5; 1 Peter 1:2.)

1:11 The dove and the voice from heaven were signs that Jesus was the 
Messiah. Many people want something tangible, visible, and “real” before 
they will believe. Jesus did healings and other miracles, and God raised 
him from the dead. Still, people doubt.

Will visible signs convince anyone? The “sign” that really brings us to 
faith is the power of God’s message to answer the cry of the heart. To the 
confused, God offers a mind enlightened by faith. To the depressed, God 
offers a reason for joy. To the lonely, God offers eternal companionship. 
Don’t look for a spectacular visible sign; instead, seek a cleansed and 
renewed life as evidence of his presence.

1:12-13 Jesus left the crowds and went into the desert where he was 
tempted by Satan. Temptation is bad for us only when we give in. We 
should not hate or resent times of inner testing, because through them 
God can strengthen our character and teach us valuable lessons. When 
you face Satan and must deal with his temptations and the turmoil he 
brings, remember Jesus. He used God’s Word against Satan and won. 
You can do the same.

1:12-13 Satan is an angelic being who rebelled against God. He is real, 
not symbolic, and is constantly working against God and those who 
obey him. Satan tempted Eve in the Garden and persuaded her to sin; he 
tempted Jesus in the wilderness but did not persuade him to fall. To be 

tempted is not a sin. Tempting others or giving in to temptation is a sin. 
(For a more detailed account of Jesus’ temptation, read Matthew 4:1-11.)

1:12-13 To identify fully with human beings, Jesus had to endure Satan’s 
temptations. Although Jesus is God, he is also man. And as fully human, 
he was not exempt from Satan’s attacks. Because Jesus faced temptations 
and overcame them, he can assist us in two important ways: (1) as an 
example of how to face temptation without sinning, and (2) as a helper 
who knows just what we need because he has gone through the same 
experience (Hebrews 4:15).

1:14-15 What is the Good News? These first words spoken by Jesus 
in the book of Mark give the core of his teaching: that the  long-  awaited 
Messiah has come to begin God’s personal reign on earth. Many of the 
people who have heard this message since Jesus came have been op-
pressed, poor, struggling to make ends meet, and without hope. Jesus’ 
words are good news because they offer freedom, spiritual blessings, and 
most importantly, the promise of eternal life in a perfect world where 
justice and peace prevail.

1:16-20 We often assume that Jesus’ 12 disciples were great men of 
faith from the first time they met Jesus. But they had to grow in their faith 
just as all believers do (14:48-50, 66-72; John 14:1-9; 20:26-29). This is 
apparently not the only time Jesus called Peter (Simon), James, and John 
to follow him (see Luke 5:1-11). Although it took time for Jesus’ call and 
his message to get through, the important thing is that the disciples did 
follow him. In the same way, we may question and falter, but we must 
never stop following Jesus.

1:17 Fishing was a major industry around the Sea of Galilee. Fishing 
with nets was the most common method. Jesus called the disciples to 
fish for people with the same energy they had used to fish for food. The 
gospel would be like a net, lifting people from dark waters into the light 
of day and transforming their lives. How can God use you to fish for 
people’s souls? How can you train new believers to find new seas and 
cast new nets where waters have never been fished before? The gospel 
makes missionaries of all God’s people. Where are you casting your net?

1:21-22 Because the temple in Jerusalem was too far for many Jews to 
travel to regularly for worship, many towns had synagogues serving both 
as places of worship and as schools. Beginning in the days of Ezra, around 
450 BC, a group of ten Jewish men could start a synagogue. There, during 
the week, Jewish boys were taught the Old Testament law and Jewish 
religion. Girls could not attend. Each Saturday, the Sabbath, the Jewish 
men would gather to listen to a rabbi teach from the Scriptures. Because 
the synagogue had no permanent rabbi or teacher, it was customary for 
the synagogue leader to ask visiting teachers to speak. This is why Jesus 
often taught in the synagogues in the towns he visited. While the Jewish 
teachers often quoted from  well-  known rabbis to give their words more 
authority, Jesus didn’t need to do this. Because Jesus is God, he knows 
exactly what the Scriptures say and mean. He is the ultimate authority.

1:21 Jesus had recently moved to Capernaum from Nazareth (Matthew 
4:12-13). Capernaum was a thriving town with great wealth as well as great 
sin and decadence. Because it was the headquarters for many Roman 
troops, pagan influences from all over the Roman Empire were pervasive. 
This was an ideal place for Jesus to challenge both Jews and  non-  Jews 
with the gospel of God’s kingdom.
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JESUS BEGINS 
HIS MINISTRY  
When Jesus came 
from his home in 
Nazareth to begin 
his ministry, he 
first took two steps 
in preparation: 
(1) being baptized by 
John in the Jordan 
River and (2) being 
tempted by Satan in 
the rough Judean 
wilderness. After 
being tempted, 
Jesus returned to 
Galilee and later set 
up his home base in 
Capernaum.

1:10 
k Jn 1:32

1:11 
l Mt 3:17

1:13 
m Mt 4:10

a 13 The Greek for tempted can also mean tested.    
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1.  Jesus’ ministry in  Gal i lee
 Jesus Preaches in  Gal i lee (30 /  Mat thew 4:12–17; Luke 4:14–15; John 4:43–45 )

14 Af ter John was put in pris on,  Jesus went into Gal i lee, n pro claim ing the good news 
of God. o 15 “The time has come,” p he said. “The king dom of God has come near. Re pent 
and be lieve the good news!” q

Four Fishermen Follow  Jesus (33 /  Mat thew 4:18–22 )
16 As  Jesus  walked be side the Sea of Gal i lee, he saw Si mon and his broth er An drew 

cast ing a net into the lake, for they were fish er men. 17 “Come, fol low me,”  Jesus said, “and 
I will send you out to fish for peo ple.” 18 At once they left  their nets and fol lowed him.

19 When he had gone a lit tle far ther, he saw  James son of Zeb e dee and his broth er John 
in a boat, pre par ing  their nets. 20 With out de lay he  called them, and they left  their fa ther 
Zeb e dee in the boat with the  hired men and fol lowed him.
 Jesus Teaches with Authority (34 / Luke 4:31–37 )

21 They went to Ca per na um, and when the Sab bath came,  Jesus went into the syn a
gogue and be gan to  teach. r 22 The peo ple were  amazed at his teach ing, be cause he  taught 

Strengths and 
accomplishments:

• Willing to believe and follow up with action
• Open to people, welcoming them and their contributions
• Quietly confident and hopeful
• Effective go-between for people

Weaknesses 
and mistakes:

• Struggled to understand Jesus

Notable facts: • One of Jesus’ original 12 disciples
• May have been crucified on an X-shaped cross, since called St. Andrew’s cross

Lessons from 
his life:

• Followers of Jesus have a role as connectors.
• Effective evangelism is often person-to-person.

Vital statistics: • Where: Bethsaida
• Occupations: Fisherman, disciple
• Relative: Brother: Simon Peter.
• Contemporaries: Jesus, John the Baptist, the other disciples

Key verse: “The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, ‘We have found 
the Messiah’ (that is, the Christ).” (John 1:41)

Andrew’s story is told throughout the Gospels. He is mentioned in Matthew 4:18-20; Mark 1:16-18; 3:18; Luke 6:12-16; John 1:35-42; 
12:21-22; Acts 1:13.

SOME PEOPLE ARE CHARACTERS; others are 
catalysts. While Peter towered as a significant figure 
among the disciples of Jesus, his brother, Andrew, 
had a quiet way of connecting people. In fact, before 

Jesus approached Simon Peter on the shore of Galilee and invited him to follow, Andrew had 
already told his brother that the carpenter from Nazareth was the Messiah. And Andrew himself, 
who had already been a follower of John the Baptist, didn’t hesitate to join Peter in accepting 
Jesus’ invitation.

Jesus singled out James, John, and Peter as a core group of his followers to receive special 
attention. Maybe they needed it. Their boisterous and somewhat unpredictable personalities con-
trast sharply with the quiet, steady, and dependable nature of Andrew, who was only noticed when 
he was helping bring people together.

While the other disciples were scratching their heads over the problem of feeding thousands 
of hungry people, Andrew spotted the boy with five loaves and two fish and brought him to 
Jesus. Later, he accompanied Philip in approaching Jesus with the request from some Greeks 
who wanted to meet the Lord. These examples hint at the role Andrew often played behind the 
scenes—unofficial leader of the quiet nine disciples while his brother and the sons of thunder 
(James and John) got most of the attention. While others took the public stage, Andrew was 
probably off to the side in earnest conversation with someone about Jesus, oblivious to his lack 
of notoriety.

The world and the church need more Andrews. Those who will work, often anonymously, 
to introduce others to the gospel have a crucial role. If you see yourself in Andrew, keep up the 
good work.

Andrew (Jesus’ Disciple)

1:14 
n Mt 4:12 
o Mt 4:23

1:15 
p Gal 4:4; Eph 1:10 
q Ac 20:21

1:21 
r Mt 4:23; Mk 10:1

page 1661 •  M A R k  1 :2 2

LASB_NIV_full_interior.indb   1661 3/18/2019   2:52:19 PM



them as one who had au thor i ty, not as the teach ers of the law. s 23 Just then a man in 
 their syn a gogue who was pos sessed by an im pure spir it  cried out, 24 “What do you want 
with us, t  Jesus of Naz a reth? u Have you come to de stroy us? I know who you are —  the 
Holy One of God!” v

25 “Be qui et!” said  Jesus stern ly. “Come out of him!” w 26 The im pure spir it  shook the 
man vi o lent ly and came out of him with a shriek. x

27 The peo ple were all so  amazed y that they  asked each oth er, “What is this? A new 
teach ing —  and with au thor i ty! He even  gives or ders to im pure spir its and they obey him.” 
28 News  about him  spread quick ly over the  whole re gion z of Gal i lee.

 Jesus Heals  Pe ter’s Mother-in-Law and Many Others  
(35 /  Mat thew 8:14–17; Luke 4:38–41 )

29 As soon as they left the syn a gogue, a they went with  James and John to the home of 
Si mon and An drew. 30 Si mon’s moth erinlaw was in bed with a fe ver, and they im me di
ate ly told  Jesus  about her. 31 So he went to her, took her hand and  helped her up. b The 
fe ver left her and she be gan to wait on them.

32 That eve ning af ter sun set the peo ple  brought to  Jesus all the sick and de mon 
 pos sessed. c 33 The  whole town gath ered at the door, 34 and  Jesus  healed many who had 
var i ous dis eas es. d He also  drove out many de mons, but he  would not let the de mons 
 speak be cause they knew who he was. e

 Jesus Preaches throughout  Gal i lee (36 /  Mat thew 4:23–25; Luke 4:42–44 )
35 Very ear ly in the morn ing,  while it was  still dark,  Jesus got up, left the  house and 

went off to a sol i tary  place,  where he  prayed. f 36 Si mon and his com pan ions went to look 
for him, 37 and when they  found him, they ex claimed: “Ev ery one is look ing for you!”

38 Jesus re plied, “Let us go some where else —  to the near by vil lag es —  so I can  preach 
 there also. That is why I have come.” g 39 So he trav eled through out Gal i lee, preach ing in 
 their syn a gogues h and driv ing out de mons. i

1:23-26 Some people dismiss all accounts of demon possession as a 
primitive way of describing mental illness. Although throughout history 
mental illness has often been wrongly diagnosed as demon possession, 
clearly a hostile outside force controlled the man described here. Mark 
emphasized Jesus’ conflict with evil powers to show his superiority over 
them, so he recorded many stories about Jesus driving out evil spirits. 
Jesus didn’t have to conduct an elaborate exorcism ritual. His word was 
enough to send out the evil spirit.

1:23-24 The impure spirit knew at once that Jesus was the Holy One 
sent from God. By including this event in his Gospel, Mark was establishing 
Jesus’ credentials, showing that even the spiritual underworld recognizes 
Jesus as the Messiah.

1:23 Impure spirits, or demons, are evil spirits ruled by Satan. They 
work to deceive and destroy people by tempting them to sin and to 
become enslaved to sin. We know that evil spirits were not created by 
Satan, because God is the creator of all. Rather, they are fallen angels 
who joined Satan in his rebellion. Though not all disease comes from 
Satan, demons can cause a person to become mute, deaf, blind, or out 
of control. They desire to distort the image of God in us, placed in us 
from Creation. But in every case where demons confronted Jesus, they 
lost their power. Thus, God limits what evil spirits can do; they can do 
nothing without his permission. During Jesus’ life on earth, demons were 
allowed to be very active to demonstrate once and for all Christ’s power 
and authority over them.

1:29-31 Each Gospel writer had a slightly different perspective as he 
wrote; thus, the comparable stories in the Gospels often highlight dif-
ferent details. In Matthew, Jesus touched the woman’s hand. In Mark, 
he took her hand and helped her sit up. In Luke, he spoke to the fever, 
and it left her. The accounts do not conflict. Just as four people might 
witness the same event and all recount different details, each Gospel 
writer emphasized different details of this story in order to highlight 
certain characteristics of Jesus.

1:32-33 The people came to Jesus in the evening after sunset. That day 
had been the Sabbath (1:21), their day of rest, lasting from sunset Friday to 
sunset Saturday. The Jewish leaders had proclaimed that healing on the 

Sabbath was against their religious law (Matthew 12:10; Luke 13:14). The 
people didn’t want to break this law or the law that prohibited traveling 
on the Sabbath, so they waited. After the sun went down on Saturday, 
the crowds were free to find Jesus so he could heal them.

1:34 Why didn’t Jesus want the demons to reveal who he was? (1) By 
commanding the demons to remain silent, Jesus proved his authority 
and power over them. (2) Jesus wanted the people to believe he was the 
Messiah because of what he said and did, not because of the demons’ 
words. (3) Jesus wanted to reveal his identity as the Messiah according 
to his timetable, not according to Satan’s timetable. Satan wanted the 
people to follow Jesus around for what they could get out of him, not 
because he was the Son of God who could truly set them free from sin’s 
guilt and power.

1:35-37 Were the disciples impatient that Jesus prayed in solitude while 
so much ministry waited to be done? How would you have responded 
if you had been the one to find Jesus in prayer? We can easily become 
so caught up with ministry that we neglect times of solitude, individual 
worship, and prayer. Do you need to redesign your schedule to find 
time for earnest prayer? It is vitally important to (1) seek the Lord before 
your busy schedule takes over your thoughts; (2) withdraw from noise 
and demands so you can focus on God; (3) take up Jesus’ attitude of 
regular communion with the Father; (4) reflect on the priorities Jesus 
had for his life; and (5) determine to pray on a more regular basis, not 
just in times of crisis. If prayer was important for Jesus, then it must be 
important for his followers.  Pray—  even if you have to get up very early 
in the morning to do it!

1:36-38 Peter and the others seemed to have had an agenda for Jesus. 
But Jesus was determined to preach. We must be careful not to expect 
the Savior to do our will. Instead, we must submit to him and what he 
wants to do in us and through us.

1:39 The Romans divided the land of Israel into three separate regions: 
Galilee, Samaria, and Judea. Galilee was the northernmost region, an area 
about 60 miles long and 30 miles wide. Jesus did much of his ministry in 
this area. It was an ideal place for him to teach because there were over 
250 towns concentrated there, with many synagogues.

1:22 
s Mt 7:28, 29

1:24 
t Mt 8:29 
u Mt 2:23; Lk 24:19; 
Ac 24:5 
v Lk 1:35; Jn 6:69; 
Ac 3:14

1:25 
w ver 34

1:26 
x Mk 9:20

1:27 
y Mk 10:24, 32

1:28 
z Mt 9:26

1:29 
a ver 21, 23

1:31 
b Lk 7:14

1:32 
c Mt 4:24

1:34 
d Mt 4:23 
e Mk 3:12; Ac 16:17, 18

1:35 
f Lk 3:21

1:38 
g Isa 61:1

1:39 
h Mt 4:23 
i Mt 4:24
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 Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy (38 /  Mat thew 8:1–4; Luke 5:12–16 )
40 A man with lep ro sy a came to him and  begged him on his  knees, j “If you are will ing, 

you can make me clean.”
41 Jesus was in dig nant. b He  reached out his hand and  touched the man. “I am will ing,” 

he said. “Be  clean!” 42 Im me di ate ly the lep ro sy left him and he was cleansed.
43 Jesus sent him away at once with a  strong warn ing: 44 “See that you  don’t tell this 

to any one. k But go, show your self to the  priest l and of fer the sac ri fic es that Mo ses com
mand ed for your cleans ing, m as a tes ti mo ny to them.” 45 In stead he went out and be gan 
to talk free ly, spread ing the news. As a re sult,  Jesus  could no lon ger en ter a town open ly 
but  stayed out side in lone ly plac es. n Yet the peo ple  still came to him from ev ery where. o

 Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man (39 /  Mat thew 9:1–8; Luke 5:17–26 )

2 A few days lat er, when  Jesus  again en tered Ca per na um, the peo ple  heard that he had 
come home. 2 They gath ered in such  large num bers p that  there was no room left, not 

even out side the door, and he  preached the word to them. 3 Some men came, bring ing 
to him a par a lyzed man, q car ried by four of them. 4 Since they  could not get him to  Jesus 
be cause of the  crowd, they made an open ing in the roof  above  Jesus by dig ging  through 
it and then low ered the mat the man was ly ing on. 5 When  Jesus saw  their  faith, he said 
to the par a lyzed man, “Son, your sins are for giv en.” r

6 Now some teach ers of the law were sit ting  there, think ing to them selves, 7 “Why 
does this fel low talk like that? He’s blas phem ing! Who can for give sins but God alone?” s

8 Im me di ate ly  Jesus knew in his spir it that this was what they were think ing in  their 
 hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you think ing  these  things? 9 Which is eas i er: to 
say to this par a lyzed man, ‘Your sins are for giv en,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and 

1:40-41 In keeping with the law in Leviticus 13 and 14, Jewish lead-
ers declared people with leprosy unclean. Leprosy was considered an 
extremely contagious skin disease. This meant that people who had 
leprosy were not able to participate in any religious or social activities. 
Because the law said that contact with any unclean person made the 
other person unclean too, some people even threw rocks at those with 
leprosy to keep them at a safe distance. Even the mention of the name of 
this disabling disease terrified people. How astounding it was, then, when 
Jesus reached out and touched this man who had leprosy. Of course, 
Jesus didn’t have to worry about contracting leprosy; he is God, so he 
could heal himself. However, we must note that his great compassion 
for this man moved him to break  long-  standing rules and tradition and 
take the risk of touching and healing this desperate man. The Jewish 
religious leaders had lost sight of the intent of God’s Word. They had 
put more priority on following their  human-  made rules than helping, 
serving, and blessing others.

The real value of a person is inside, not outside. Although a person’s 
body may be diseased or deformed, the person inside is no less valu-
able to God. In a sense, we are all like the people with leprosy in the 
Bible because we have all been deformed by the ugliness of sin. By 
sending his Son, Jesus, God has touched us, giving us the opportunity 
to be healed.

1:43-44 Although leprosy itself was incurable, many different types of 
skin diseases were classified together as leprosy. According to the Old 
Testament laws about leprosy (Leviticus 13–14), when a person who had 
one of these diseases was cured, he or she had to go to a priest to be 
examined. Then the healed person was to give a thank offering at the 
temple. Jesus demonstrated his complete regard for God’s law by adher-
ing to it and sending this man to the priest. Sending a person healed of 
leprosy to a priest would also have certified to the community that this 
person was allowed to return home. Jesus always adhered to God’s laws 
found in Scripture, but he did not always uphold the additional laws made 
up by the religious leaders, which, unlike God’s laws, were not designed 
to help us love God and our neighbors.

2:3 The paralyzed man’s need moved his friends to action, and they 
brought him to Jesus. When you recognize someone’s need, do you 
act? Many people have physical and spiritual needs you can meet, either 

by yourself or with others who are also concerned. Human need moved 
these four men; let it also move you to compassionate action.

2:4 The crowd that had gathered made it impossible to bring the para-
lyzed man close to Jesus. Successful churches or busy Christians can be 
oblivious to people in need who want to see Jesus. If some churches are 
too crowded or the people too disinterested, a person who is in need 
may simply wander away. How sad when the people in a church are so 
preoccupied with their own relationships and agendas that they don’t 
even see those who are trying to get in. That should never happen. Where 
Jesus is present, may the faces of the faithful reflect his love, may their 
hands extend to greet all newcomers and seekers as friends, and may 
they open a way for others to come in.

2:4 Houses in biblical times were built of stone. They had flat roofs made 
of mud mixed with straw. Outside stairways led to the roofs. These friends 
may have carried the paralyzed man up the outside stairs to the roof. They 
then could easily have taken apart the mud and straw mixture to make a 
hole through which to lower their friend to Jesus.

2:6-7 The teachers of the law were in a perfect position, sitting where 
they could observe and criticize. Some sitting Christians follow their 
example. Is the music at church too fast or too loud? Is the sermon too 
long or too short? Do people aggravate you by dressing too casually or 
sitting where you usually sit? How much time do you spend worshiping 
in church, and how much time do you spend complaining and criticizing? 
Try a little healthy  activism—  the kind that gets involved in the church, 
working with fellow believers toward real progress on common goals, 
such as sharing the Good News, helping those in need, and building 
strong and caring disciples of Christ. Are you criticizing the church or 
changing the world?

2:8-11 Before saying to the paralyzed man, “Get up,” Jesus said, “Your 
sins are forgiven.” To the Jewish leaders this statement was  blasphemous— 
 a claim to do something only God could do. According to the law, the 
punishment for this sin was death (Leviticus 24:15-16). The religious lead-
ers understood correctly that Jesus was claiming divine prerogatives, 
but their judgment was wrong. Jesus was not blaspheming; his claim 
was true. Jesus is God, and he proved his claim by healing the paralyzed 
man (Mark 2:9-12).

1:40 
j Mk 10:17

1:44 
k Mt 8:4 
l Lev 13:49 
m Lev 14:1‑32

1:45 
n Lk 5:15, 16 
o Mk 2:13; Lk 5:17; 
Jn 6:2

2:2 
p ver 13; Mk 1:45

2:3 
q Mt 4:24

2:5 
r Lk 7:48

2:7 
s Isa 43:25

a 40 The Greek word traditionally translated leprosy was used for various diseases affecting the skin.    b 41 Many 
manuscripts  Jesus was filled with compassion    
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walk’? 10 But I want you to know that the Son of Man t has au thor i ty on  earth to for give 
sins.” So he said to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 12 He got 
up, took his mat and  walked out in full view of them all. This  amazed ev ery one and they 
 praised God, u say ing, “We have nev er seen any thing like this!” v

 Jesus Eats with Sinners at  Mat thew’s (Levi’s) House (40 /  Mat thew 9:9–13;  
Luke 5:27–32 )

13 Once  again  Jesus went out be side the lake. A  large  crowd came to him, w and he 
be gan to  teach them. 14 As he  walked  along, he saw Levi son of Al phae us sit ting at the 
tax col lec tor’s  booth. “Fol low me,” x  Jesus told him, and Levi got up and fol lowed him.

2:10 This is the first time in Mark that Jesus refers to himself as the Son 
of Man, a title emphasizing that he is fully human. The title Son of God 
(see, for example, John 20:31) emphasizes that he is fully God. As God’s 
Son, Jesus has the authority to forgive sin. As a man, he can identify 
with our deepest needs and sufferings and help us overcome sin (also 
see the note on Mark 8:31).

2:14-15 The day Levi met Jesus, he had a dinner at his home to in-
troduce others to him. He didn’t waste any time starting to tell others 

about his new faith. Some feel that new believers should wait for time, 
maturity, or training before they start telling others about Jesus. But 
like Levi, new believers can tell others about their faith right away with 
whatever knowledge, skill, or experience they have, even if it is limited.

2:14 Levi is another name for Matthew, the disciple who wrote the 
Gospel of Matthew. See his profile on page 1605.

2:14 Capernaum (2:1) was a key military center for Roman troops as well 
as a thriving business community. Several major highways intersected in 

2:10 
t Mt 8:20

2:12 
u Mt 9:8 
v Mt 9:33

2:13 
w Mk 1:45; Lk 5:15; 
Jn 6:2

2:14 
x Mt 4:19

Group Description
Agreement  
with  Jesus

Disagreement 
with Jesus

Pharisees
Matthew 5:20; 
23:1‑36;  
Luke 6:2;  
7:36‑47

Strict group of 
 religious Jews who 
 advocated  obedience 
to even the most 
 minute portions of the 
Jewish law and tradi‑
tions; very influential 
in the synagogues

Respect for the law; 
belief in the resur‑
rection of the dead; 
commitment to obey‑
ing God’s will

Rejection of Jesus’ 
claim to be the 
Messiah because he 
did not follow all their 
traditions and associ‑
ated with notoriously 
wicked people

Sadducees
Matthew 3:7; 
16:11‑12; 
Mark 12:18

Wealthy, upper‑class 
Jewish priestly party; 
rejected the authority 
of the Bible beyond the 
five books of Moses; 
profited from business 
in the temple; along with 
the Pharisees, one of the 
two major parties of 
the Jewish high council 
(the Sanhedrin)

Great respect for the 
five books of Moses as 
well as the sanctity of 
the temple

Denial of the 
 resurrection of the 
dead; use of the 
temple as a place 
to transact business

Teachers of 
the Law
Matthew 7:29; 
Mark 2:6, 16

Professional interpret‑
ers of the law who 
especially emphasized 
the traditions, many of 
whom were Pharisees

Respect for the law; 
belief in the resur‑
rection of the dead; 
commitment to obey‑
ing God’s will

Denial of Jesus’ au‑
thority to reinterpret 
the law; rejection of 
Jesus as the Messiah 
because he did not 
obey all of their 
traditions

Herodians
Matthew 22:16; 
Mark 3:6; 12:13

Jewish political party 
of King Herod’s support‑
ers; tried to trap Jesus 
with questions and 
 plotted to kill him

Unknown Fear of Jesus causing 
political instability and 
being a threat to their 
political future at a 
time when they were 
trying to regain from 
Rome some of their 
lost political power

Zealots
Luke 6:15; 
Acts 1:13

Fiercely dedicated 
group of Jewish patri‑
ots determined to end 
Roman rule in Israel

Concern about the 
future of Israel; belief 
in the Messiah (though 
no recognition of 
Jesus as the one sent 
by God)

Belief that the Messiah 
must be a political 
leader who would 
deliver Israel from 
Roman occupation

Essenes Jewish monastic group 
practicing ritual purity 
and personal holiness

Emphasis on jus‑
tice, honesty, and 
commitment

Belief that ceremo‑
nial rituals made them 
righteous

PROMINENT 
JEWISH 
RELIGIOUS 
AND 
POLITICAL 
GROUPS
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