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GENESIS

The Creation

Inthebeginning God created the
heavens and the earth.
2Now the earth was formless and
empty, darkness covered the sur-
face of the watery depths, and the
Spirit of God was hovering over
the surface of the waters. 3Then
God said, “Let there be light,” and
there waslight.*God saw that the
light was good, and God separated
thelight from the darkness.> God
called thelight “day,” and the dark-
ness he called “night.” There was
anevening, and there was a morn-
ing: one day.
6Then God said, “Let there be
an expanse between the waters,
separating water from water.”” So
God made the expanse and sepa-
rated the water under the expanse
from the water above the expanse.
And it was so. 8 God called the ex-
panse “sky.”® Evening came and
then morning: the second day.
°Then God said, “Let the water
under the sky be gathered into
oneplace, andlet thedryland ap-
pear.” And it was so.'°God called
thedryland “earth,” and the gath-
ering of the water he called “seas.”
And God saw that it was good.
"Then God said, “Let the earth
produce vegetation: seed-bear-
ing plants and fruit trees on the
earth bearing fruit with seed in
itaccording to their kinds.” And
it was so. 2 The earth produced
vegetation: seed-bearing plants
according to their kinds and trees

bearing fruit with seed in it ac-
cording to their kinds. And God
saw that it was good. ¥ Evening
came and then morning: the third
day.

“Then God said, “Let there be
lights in the expanse of the sky to
separate the day from the night.
They will serve as signs for sea-
sons¢ and for days and years.
> They willbelights in the expanse
of the sky to provide light on the
earth.” And it was so0.'* God made
the two greatlights — the greater
light to rule over the day and the
lesser light to rule over the night
—aswellasthestars.” God placed
them in the expanse of the sky to
providelight on the earth, ' to rule
the day and the night, and to sep-
arate light from darkness. And
God saw that it was good. P Eve-
ning came and then morning: the
fourth day.

20Then God said, “Let the water
swarm withPliving creatures, and
letbirds fly above the earth across
the expanse of the sky." 'So God
created the large sea-creatures
and every living creature that
moves and swarms in the water,
according to their kinds. He also
created every winged creature ac-
cording to its kind. And God saw
that it was good. 22 God blessed
them: “Be fruitful, multiply, and
fill the waters of the seas, and let
the birds multiply on the earth.”
23Evening came and then morn-
ing: the fifth day.

A1:10r created the universe  B1:8 Or “heavens.” 1:14 Or for the appointed times ©1:20 Lit with

swarms of
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24Then God said, “Let the earth
produce living creatures accord-
ing to their kinds: livestock, crea-
tures that crawl, and the wildlife of
the earth according to their kinds.”
And it was so0. 2> So God made the
wildlife of the earth according to
theirkinds, thelivestock according
to theirkinds, and all the creatures
that crawl on the ground according
to theirkinds. And God saw that it
was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make
man*in®ourimage, according to
our likeness. They will rule the fish
of the sea, the birds of the sky, the
livestock, the whole earth, and the
creatures that crawl¢on the earth.”
27 So God created man

in his own image;

he created him in the image
of God,;
he created them male

and female.
28 God blessed them, and God said
to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill
the earth, and subdue it. Rule the
fish of the sea, the birds of the sky;,
and every creature that crawls on
the earth.” 22 God also said, “Look, I
have given you every seed-bearing
plant on the surface of the entire
earth and every tree whose fruit
contains seed. This will be food
foryou, 3°for all the wildlife of the
earth, for every bird of the sky, and
for every creature that crawls on
the earth — everything having the
breath of life in it —I'have given®
every green plant for food.” And it
was so0.3'God saw all that he had
made, and it was very good indeed.
Evening came and then morning:
the sixth day.

So the heavens and the earth

and everything in them were
completed. 20n the seventh® day
God had completed his work that
hehad done, and herestedf on the
seventh day from all his work that
hehad done.3 God blessed the sev-
enth day and declared it holy, for
on it he rested from all his work
of creation.

Man and Woman in the Garden

4These are therecords of the heav-
ens and the earth, concerning
their creation. At the time® that
the LorD God made the earth and
the heavens, > no shrub of the field
hadyet grown ontheland,"andno
plant of the field had yet sprouted,
for the Lorp God had not made it
rain on theland, and there was no
man to work the ground. ¢ But mist
would come up from the earth and
water all the ground. ’ Then the
LorD God formed the man out
of the dust from the ground and
breathed the breath of life into his
nostrils, and the man became a
living being.

8The LorD God planted a gar-
deninEden, in the east, and there
heplaced theman he had formed.
°The LorD God caused to grow out
of the ground every tree pleasing
inappearance and good for food,
including the tree of life in the
middle of the garden, as well as
the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil.

10 A river went' out from Eden
to water the garden. From there it
divided and became the source of
fourrivers.’" The name of the first
is Pishon, which flows through

A1:26 Or human beings; Hb ‘adam, alsoinv.27 B1:26 Oras  ©1:26 Or scurry  ©1:30 / have given added
forclarity E2:2 Sam, LXX, Syrread sixth  F2:2 Or ceased, alsoinv.3  ©2:4 Lit creation on the day

H2:5 Or earth

12:10 0r goes  12:10 Lit became four heads



the entireland of Havilah,”» where
thereis gold.”? Gold from that land
ispure;®bdellium¢and onyxP® are
also there.' The name of the sec-
ond river is Gihon, which flows
through the entire land of Cush.
4The name of the third river is
Tigris, which runs east of Assyr-
ia. And the fourth riveris the Eu-
phrates.

1>The LorD God took the man
and placed him in the garden of
Eden toworkitand watch overit.
16 And the LorD God commanded
the man, “You are free to eat from
any tree of the garden, 7but you
must not eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, for
ontheday you eat fromit, you will
certainly die.”'® Then the LorD God
said, “Itisnot good for theman to
be alone.Iwill make a helper cor-
responding to him.” ' The LORD
God formed out of the ground ev-
ery wild animal and every bird of
the sky, and brought each to the
man to see what he would call it.
And whatever the man called aliv-
ing creature, that was its name.
20The man gave names to all the
livestock, to the birds of the sky;,
and to every wild animal; but for
theman®no helper was found cor-
responding to him. 2' So the LORD
God caused a deep sleep to come
over the man, and he slept. God
took one of his ribs and closed
the flesh at that place. 22 Then the
LorD God made the rib he had tak-
en from the man into awoman and
brought her to the man. 23 And the
man said:

This one, at last, is bone
of my bone
and flesh of my flesh;

GENESIS 2-3

this one will be
called “woman,”
for she was taken from man.

24This is why aman leaves his fa-
ther and mother and bonds with his
wife, and they become one flesh.
25 Both the man and his wife were
naked, yet felt no shame.

The Temptation and the Fall

Now the serpent was the most
cunning of all the wild animals

that the LorD God had made. He
said to the woman, “Did God real-
ly say, ‘You can't eat from any tree
in the garden'?”

2The woman said to the serpent,
“We may eat the fruit from the trees
inthe garden.3But about the fruit
of the treein the middle of the gar-
den, God said, ‘You must not eat it
or touch it, or you will die."”

4“No! You will certainly not die,”
the serpent said to the woman.> “In
fact, God knows that when* you
eatityour eyes willbe opened and
youwillbelike God, knowing good
and evil.” ¢ The woman saw that
the tree was good for food and de-
lightful to look at, and that it was
desirable for obtaining wisdom.
So she took some of its fruit and
ate it; she also gave some to her
husband, who was with her, and
he ateit.” Then the eyes of both of
them were opened, and they knew
they were naked; so they sewed fig
leaves together and made cover-
ings for themselves.

Sin's Consequences

8 Then the man and his wife heard
the sound of the Lorp God walk-
ing in the garden at the time of

A2:110r of the Havilah  B2:12 Lit good  ©2:12 Ayellowish, transparentgum resin - ©2:12 Identity of this

precious stone uncertain  £2:20 Or for Adam

F3:5 Lit on the day
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the evening breeze,” and they hid
from the LORD God among the trees
of the garden. ? So the LorD God
called out to the man and said to
him, “Where are you?"

1 And hesaid, “Theard you®in the
garden, andIwas afraid becausel
was naked, soIhid.”

"Then he asked, “Who told you
that you were naked? Did you eat
from the tree that I commanded
you not to eat from?”

2The man replied, “The wom-
an you gave to be with me — she
gave me some fruit from the tree,
andI ate.”

13So the LorD God asked the
woman, “What have you done?”

And the woman said, “The ser-
pent deceived me, and I ate.”

14So the LorD God said to the ser-
pent:

Because you have done this,

you are cursed more than
any livestock

and more than
any wild animal.

You will move on your belly

and eat dust all the days
of your life.

5 Twill put hostility between you

and the woman,

and between your offspring
and her offspring.¢

He will strike your head,

and you will strike his heel.

16 He said to the woman:

I will intensify
your labor pains;

you will bear children
with painful effort.

Your desire will be
for your husband,

yet he will rule over you.

7 And he said to theman, “Because
you listened to your wife and ate
from the tree about which I com-
manded you, ‘Do not eat from it":

The ground is cursed
because of you.
You will eat from it
by means of painful labor®
all the days of your life.
18 Tt will produce thorns
and thistles for you,
and you will eat the plants
of the field.
9 You will eat breadE®
by the sweat of your brow
until you return
to the ground,
since you were taken from it.
For you are dust,
and you will return to dust.”

20The man named his wife EveF
because she was the mother of all
the living. 2'The LorD God made
clothing from skins for the man
and his wife, and he clothed them.

22The LorD God said, “Since the
man has become like one of us,
knowing good and evil, he must
not reach out, take from the tree
of life, eat, and live forever.” 22So
the LorD God sent him away from
the garden of Eden to work the
ground from which he was tak-
en. 22He drove the man out and
stationed the cherubim and the
flaming, whirling sword east of
the garden of Eden to guard the
way to the tree of life.

Cain Murders Abel

The man was intimate with his
wife Eve, and she conceived
and gave birth to Cain. She said,
“I'have had a male child with the

A3:8 Lit at the wind of the day  B3:10 Lit the sound of you  ©3:15 Lit your seed and her seed
D3:17 Lit it through pain  E3:19 Or food  F3:20 Lit Living, or Life



LorD's help."A2She also gave birth
to hisbrother Abel. Now Abel be-
came a shepherd of flocks, but
Cain worked the ground. 3In the
course of time Cain presented
some of theland’s produce as an
offering to the LoRD. * And Abel
also presented an offering —
some of the firstborn of his flock
and their fat portions. The LORD
had regard for Abel and his of-
fering, > but he did not have re-
gard for Cain and his offering.
Cain was furious, and he looked
despondent.

6 Then the LoRD said to Cain,
“Why are you furious? And why
do you look despondent? ’If you
do what is right, won't you be ac-
cepted? Butif youdonotdo whatis
right, sinis crouching at the door.
Its desire is for you, but you must
rule overit.”

8 Cain said to his brother Abel,
“Let’s go out to the field."® And
while they were in the field, Cain
attacked hisbrother Abel and killed
him.

°Then the Lorp said to Cain,
“Where is your brother Abel?”

“Idon’t know,” he replied. “Am I
my brother’s guardian?”

9Then he said, “What have you
done? Your brother’s blood cries
out to me from the ground! " So
now you are cursed, alienated
from the ground that opened its
mouth to receive your brother’s
blood you have shed.<"? If you work
the ground, it will never again give
youitsyield. You will be a restless
wanderer on the earth.”

13But Cain answered the LORD,
“My punishment?® is too great to

GENESIS 4

bear!™Sinceyou arebanishing me
today from the face of the earth,
and I must hide from your pres-
ence and become a restless wan-
derer on the earth, whoever finds
me will kill me.”

>Then the LORD replied to him,
“In that case,t whoever Kkills Cain
will suffer vengeance seven times
over.” And he placed a mark on
Cain so that whoever found him
would not kill him. ' Then Cain
went out from the LORD's presence
and lived in the land of Nod, F east
of Eden.

The Line of Cain

7Cain was intimate with his wife,
and she conceived and gave birth
to Enoch. Then Cain became the
builder of a city, and henamed the
city Enoch after his son."Irad was
born to Enoch, Irad fathered Me-
hujael, Mehujael fathered Methu-
shael, and Methushael fathered
Lamech."Lamech took two wives
for himself, one named Adah and
the other named Zillah. 2° Adah
bore Jabal; he was the first€¢ of the
nomadic herdsmen. 2'His broth-
er was named Jubal; he was the
first® of all who play the lyre and
the flute. 22 Zillah bore Tubal-cain,
who made all kinds of bronze and
iron tools. Tubal-cain's sister was
Naamah.
23Lamech said to his wives:
Adah and Zillah,
hear my voice;
wives of Lamech,
pay attention to my words.
ForIkilled a man
for wounding me,
a young man for striking me.

AQ:1 Lit the Loro  B4:8 Sam, LXX, Syr,Vg; MT omits “Let’s go out to the field.” €4:11Lit blood from your
hand P4:130rsin  E4:15LXX, Syr,Vgread “Not so!” F4:16 Lit Wandering ©4:20, 21 Lit father
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24 If Cainis to be avenged
seven times over,
then for Lamech it will be
seventy-seven times!

25 Adam was intimate with his
wife again, and she gave birth to
a son and named him Seth, for she
said, “God has given” me another
offspring® in place of Abel, since
Cainkilled him."26 A sonwasborn to
Sethalso,and he named him Enosh.
Atthattime peoplebegan to callon
the name of the LORD.

The Line of Seth

This is the document con-

taining the family ¢ records of
Adam.” On the day that God creat-
ed man,themade himin the like-
ness of God; 2he created them male
and female. When they were cre-
ated, he blessed them and called
them mankind.f

3 Adam was 130 years old when
he fathered a son in his likeness,
according to hisimage, and named
him Seth. 4 Adam lived 800 years
after he fathered Seth, and he fa-
thered other sons and daughters.
>So Adam'’s life lasted 930 years;
then he died.

6 Seth was 105 years old when
he fathered Enosh.’ Seth lived 807
years after he fathered Enosh, and
he fathered other sons and daugh-
ters.8So Seth'slifelasted 912 years;
then he died.

*Enosh was 90 years old when
he fathered Kenan. '*Enosh lived
815 years after he fathered Kenan,
and he fathered other sons and
daughters."So Enosh’s life lasted
905 years; then he died.

2 Kenan was 70 years old when he
fathered Mahalalel. ® Kenan lived
840years after he fathered Mahala-
lel, and he fathered other sons and
daughters.' So Kenan's lifelasted
910 years; then he died.

>Mahalalel was 65 years old
when he fathered Jared.'® Mahala-
lellived 830 years after he fathered
Jared, and he fathered other sons
and daughters."” So Mahalalel's life
lasted 895 years; then he died.

18 Jared was 162 years old when he
fathered Enoch. ' Jared lived 800
years after he fathered Enoch, and
he fathered other sons and daugh-
ters. 20So Jared's life lasted 962
years; then he died.

2'Enoch was 65 years old when
he fathered Methuselah. 22 And af-
ter he fathered Methuselah, Enoch
walked with God 300 years and fa-
thered other sons and daughters.
23S0 Enoch’s life lasted 365 years.
24Enoch walked with God; then he
was not there because God took
him.

2> Methuselah was 187 years old
when he fathered Lamech. 26 Me-
thuselah lived 782 years after he
fathered Lamech, and he fathered
other sons and daughters.2?’ So Me-
thuselah’s life lasted 969 years;
then he died.

28 Lamech was 182 years old when
he fathered a son.?° And he named
him Noah, ¢ saying, “This one will
bring us relief from the agonizing
labor of our hands, caused by the
ground the LorD has cursed.”3°La-
mech lived 595 years after he fa-
thered Noah, and he fathered other
sons and daughters.3'So Lamech'’s
life lasted 777 years; then he died.

A4:25The Hb word for given sounds like the name “Seth.”  B4:25 Lit seed  5:1 Lit written family
D5:10r mankind  E5:10r Adam, human beings  F5:2Hb‘adam  ©5:29 In Hb, the name Noah sounds

like “bring us relief.”
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The Messiah's Herald

The beginning of the gospel of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God.*
2AsitiswritteninIsaiah the proph-
et:B
See, I am sending
my messenger ahead
of you;
he will prepare your way.“°
3 Avoice of one crying out
in the wilderness:
Prepare the way
for the Lord;
make his paths straight!®
4John came baptizing® in the
wilderness and proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. > The whole
Judean countryside and all the
people of Jerusalem were going
outto him, and they were baptized
by him in the Jordan River, con-
fessing their sins. ¢ John wore a
camel-hair garment with aleather
belt around his waist and ate lo-
custs and wild honey.

"He proclaimed, “One who is
more powerful than I am is com-
ing after me. I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the strap of
his sandals. 81 baptize you with®
water, but he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.”

The Baptism of Jesus

°In those days Jesus came from
Nazareth in Galilee and was bap-
tized in the Jordan by John. 9 As
soon as he came up out of the

water, he saw the heavens be-
ing torn open and the Spirit de-
scending on himlike a dove." And
a voice came from heaven: “You
aremy beloved Son; withyoulam
well-pleased.”

The Temptation of Jesus

2Immediately the Spirit drove him
into thewilderness.”? Hewasin the
wilderness forty days, being tempt-
ed by Satan. He was with the wild
animals, and the angels were serv-
ing him.

Ministry in Galilee

14 After John was arrested, Jesus
went to Galilee, proclaiming the
goodnews"'of God: ™ “The timeis
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
has comenear.Repent andbelieve
the good news!”

The First Disciples

16 Ashepassed alongside the Sea of
Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew,
Simon’'sbrother, casting anetinto
the sea— for they were fishermen.
7*Follow me," Jesus told them, “and
I will make you fish for’ people.”
'8 Immediately they left their nets
and followed him." Going on alit-
tle farther, he saw James the son
of Zebedee and his brother John
in a boat putting their nets in or-
der.2°Immediately he called them,
and they left their father Zebedee
intheboat with the hired men and
followed him.

A1:1 Some mss omit the Son of God  B1:2 Other mss read in the prophets  ©1:2 Other mss add before
you DP1:2Mal3:1 E1:31s40:3 F1:4Or John the Baptist came ©1:80rin  ":14 Other mss add of the

kingdom

1:14 Or gospel  *1:17 Or you to become fishers of



MARK 1
Driving Out an Unclean Spirit

21'They went into Capernaum, and
right away he entered the syna-
gogueonthe Sabbath and began to
teach. 22 They were astonished at
his teaching because he was teach-
ing them as one who had authori-
ty, and not like the scribes.

23 Just then a man with an un-
clean spirit was in their syna-
gogue. He cried out, #“What do
you have to do with us, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to de-
stroy us? I know who you are —
the Holy One of God!”

2> Jesus rebuked him saying, “Be
silent,and come out of him!"26 And
the unclean spirit threw him into
convulsions, shouted with a loud
voice, and came out of him.

27They were all amazed, and so
theybegan to ask each other, “What
is this? A new teaching with au-
thority!* He commands even the
unclean spirits, and they obey
him.” 28 At once the news about
him spread throughout the en-
tire vicinity of Galilee.

Healings at Capernaum

29 As soon as they left the syna-
gogue, they went into Simon and
Andrew’s house with James and
John.3°Simon’s mother-in-law was
lying in bed with a fever, and they
told him about her at once.3'So he
went to her, took her by the hand,
and raised her up. The fever left
her,®and shebegan to serve them.

32When evening came, after the
sunhad set, theybrought to himall
those who were sick and demon-
possessed. 33 The whole town was
assembled at the door, 34and he

1332

healed many who were sick with
various diseases and drove out
many demons. And he would not
permit the demons to speak, be-
cause they knew him.

Preachingin Galilee

35 Very early in the morning, while
it was still dark, he got up, went
out,and made his way to a desert-
ed place; and there he was pray-
ing. 3¢ Simon and his companions
searched for him, 3 and when they
found him they said, “Everyoneis
looking for you.”

38 And he said to them, “Let’s go
on to the neighboring villages so
that I may preach there too. This
iswhy I have come.”

A Man Cleansed

39He went into all of Galilee,
preaching in their synagogues
and driving out demons. 4°Then
a man with leprosy ¢ came to him
and, on his knees,® begged him,
“If you are willing, you can make
me clean.” ' Moved with compas-
sion,  Jesus reached out his hand
and touched him. “Iam willing,” he
told him. “Bemade clean.” #? Imme-
diately theleprosyleft him, and he
was made clean. ** Then he sternly
warned him and sent him away at
once, 44 telling him, “See that you
say nothing to anyone; but go and
show yourself to the priest, and of-
fer what Moses commanded for
your cleansing, as a testimony to
them.”" 4> Yet he went out and be-
gan to proclaim it widely and to
spread the news, with the result
that Jesus could no longer enter
a town openly. But he was out in

A1:27 Other mss read “What is this? What is this new teaching? For with authority B1:31 Other mss add

at once

€1:40 Gk lepros ; a term for various skin diseases, also inv.42; see Lv 1314 ©1:40 Other mss

omit on his knees  E1:41 Other mss Moved with indignation ~ F1:44 Or against them
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deserted places, and they came to
him from everywhere.

The Son of Man Forgives
and Heals

When he entered Capernaum

again after some days, it was
reported that he was at home. 2 So
many people gathered together
that there was no more room, not
even in the doorway, and he was
speaking the word to them. 3 They
came to him bringing a paralyt-
ic, carried by four of them. 4 Since
they werenotable tobring him to*
Jesus because of the crowd, they
removed the roof above him, and
after digging throughit, they low-
ered the mat on which the paralytic
waslying. ® Seeing their faith, Jesus
told the paralytic, “Son, your sins
are forgiven.”

6 But some of the scribes were
sitting there, questioning in their
hearts: 7“Why does he speak like
this? He's blaspheming! Who can
forgive sins but God alone?”

8 Right away Jesus perceived in
his spirit that they were thinking
like this within themselves and
said to them, “Why are you think-
ing these things in your hearts?
Whichis easier: to say to the par-
alytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or
to say, ‘Get up, take your mat, and
walk'?'9But so that you may know
that the Son of Man has authority
on earth to forgive sins” —he told
the paralytic—""Itell you: getup,
take your mat, and go home.”

2Immediately he gotup, took the
mat, and went out in front of ev-
eryone. As a result, they were all
astounded and gave glory to God,

MARK 1-2

saying, “We have never seen any-
thing like this!”

The Call of Levi

3Jesus went out again beside the
sea. The whole crowd was com-
ing to him, and he was teaching
them. ' Then, passing by, he saw
Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at
the tax office, and he said to him,
“Follow me,” and he gotup and fol-
lowed him.

>While he was reclining at the
tablein Levi'shouse, many tax col-
lectors and sinners were eating®
with Jesus and his disciples, for
there were many who were fol-
lowing him. ' When the scribes
who were Pharisees¢ saw that he
was eating with sinners and tax
collectors, they asked his disciples,
“Why does he eat® with tax collec-
tors and sinners?”

7When Jesus heard this, he told
them, “Itisnot those who are well
who need a doctor, but those who
are sick. I didn't come to call the
righteous, but sinners.”

A Question about Fasting

'8 Now John's disciples and the
Pharisees® were fasting. People
came and asked him, “Why do
John'sdisciples and the Pharisees’
disciples fast, but your disciples
do not fast?”

9 Jesus said to them, “The wed-
ding guests cannot fast while the
groom is with them, can they? As
long as they have the groom with
them, they cannot fast. 2°But the
timef will come when the groom
willbe taken away from them, and
then they will fast on that day.2'No

A2:4 Other mss read able to get near B2:15 Lit reclining together  ©2:16 Other mss read scribes and
Pharisees  P2:16 Other mss add and drink  E2:18 Other mss read The disciples of John and of the

Pharisees F2:20 Or the days
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one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth
on anold garment. Otherwise, the
new patch pulls away from the old
cloth, and a worse tear is made.
22 And no one puts new wine into
old wineskins. Otherwise, the wine
will burst the skins, and the wine
islostas well as the skins.No, new
wine is put into fresh wineskins.”

Lord of the Sabbath

230n the Sabbath he was going
through the grainfields, and his
disciples began to make their way;,
picking some heads of grain.?*The
Pharisees said to him, “Look, why
are they doing what is not lawful
on the Sabbath?”

25 He said to them, “Have younev-
erread what David and those who
were with him did when hewasin
need and hungry — 26 how he en-
tered the house of God in the time
of Abiathar the high priestand ate
thebread of the Presence — which
is not lawful for anyone to eat ex-
cept the priests —and also gave
some to his companions? "2’ Then
he told them, “The Sabbath was
made for” man and not man for
the Sabbath. 28 So then, the Son of
Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”

Jesus entered the synagogue

again, and amanwas there who
had a shriveled hand. 2In order
to accuse him, they were watch-
ing him closely to see whether he
would heal him on the Sabbath.
3He told the man with the shriv-
eledhand, “Stand beforeus.”4Then
he said to them, “Is it lawful to do
good on the Sabbath or to do evil, to
save life or to kill? " But they were
silent. > After looking around at
them with anger, he was grieved
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atthe hardness of their hearts and
told the man, “Stretch out your
hand.” So he stretched it out, and
his hand was restored. ¢ Immedi-
ately the Pharisees went out and
started plotting with the Herodi-
ans against him, how they might
kill him.

Ministering to the Multitude

7Jesus departed with his disciples
to the sea, and a large crowd fol-
lowed from Galilee, and a large
crowd followed from Judea, 8Je-
rusalem, Idumea, beyond the Jor-
dan, and around Tyre and Sidon.
The large crowd came to him be-
cause they heard about every-
thing he was doing. ? Then he told
his disciples to have a small boat
ready for him, so that the crowd
wouldn't crush him.°Since he had
healed many, all who had diseas-
es were pressing toward him to
touch him.""Whenever the unclean
spirits saw him, they fell down be-
fore him and cried out, “You are
the Son of God!"” > And he would
strongly warn them not to make
him known.

The Twelve Apostles

3 Jesus went up the mountain and
summoned those he wanted, and
they came to him. *He appoint-
ed twelve, whom he also named
apostles,® to be with him, to send
them out to preach, ' and to have
authority to¢ drive out demons.
6 He appointed the Twelve:° To
Simon, he gave the name Peter;
7and to James the son of Zebe-
dee, and to his brother John, he
gave the name “Boanerges” (that
is, “Sons of Thunder”); '® Andrew;

A2:27 Or because of  B3:14 Other mss omit he also named them apostles  ©3:15 Other mss add heal
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Philip and Bartholomew; Matthew
and Thomas; James the son of Al-
phaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the
Zealot, " and Judas Iscariot, who
also betrayed him.

A House Divided

20Jesus entered a house, and the
crowd gathered again so that they
werenot even able to eat.”?’When
his family heard this, they set out
torestrain him, because they said,
“He’s out of his mind.”

22The scribes who had come
down from Jerusalem said, “He is
possessed by Beelzebul,” and, “He
drives out demons by the ruler of
the demons.”

23S0 he summoned them and
spoke to them in parables: “How
can Satan drive out Satan? 24If a
kingdom is divided against itself,
that kingdom cannot stand. 2°If a
houseisdivided againstitself, that
house cannot stand. ¢ And if Satan
opposes himself andis divided, he
cannot stand butis finished. 2’ But
no one can enter a strong man's
house and plunder his posses-
sions unless he first ties up the
strong man. Then he can plunder
his house.

28“Truly I tell you, people will be
forgiven for all sins and whatever
blasphemies they utter.2° But who-
ever blasphemes against the Holy
Spiritnever has forgiveness, butis
guilty of an eternal sin"® — 3%be-
cause they were saying, “He has an
unclean spirit.”

True Relationships

31His mother and his brothers
came, and standing outside, they
sent word to him and called him.
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32 A crowd was sitting around him
and told him, “Look, your mother,
your brothers, and your sisters¢
are outside asking for you.”

3 He replied to them, “Who are
my mother and my brothers?”
34Looking at those sittingin a circle
around him, he said, “Here are my
mother and my brothers!3*> Whoev-
er does the will of God is my broth-
er and sister and mother.”

The Parable of the Sower

Againhebeganto teachby the

sea, and a very large crowd
gathered around him. So he got
intoaboat on the sea and sat down,
while the whole crowd was by the
seaontheshore.2He taught them
many things in parables, and in his
teaching he said to them, 3 “Listen!
Consider the sower who went out
to sow.4 Ashe sowed, some seed fell
along the path, and thebirds came
and devouredit.> Other seed fell on
rocky ground whereitdidn't have
much soil, and it grew up quickly,
since the soil wasn't deep. ® When
the sun came up, it was scorched,
and since it had no root, it with-
ered away.’ Other seed fellamong
thorns, and the thorns came up
and choked it, and it didn't pro-
duce fruit. 8 Still other seed fell on
good ground and it grew up, pro-
ducing fruit that increased thirty;,
sixty,and a hundred times.”® Then
he said, “Let anyone who has ears
to hear listen.”

Why Jesus Used Parables

0When he was alone, those around
him with the Twelve asked him
about the parables."He answered
them, “The secret of the kingdom
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of God has been given to you, but
to those outside, everything comes
in parables '?so that

they may indeed look,

and yet not perceive;

they may indeed listen,

and yet not understand;

otherwise, they might

turn back
and be forgiven."*®

The Parable of the
Sower Explained

3Then he said to them, “Don’t you
understand this parable? How then
willyouunderstand all of the par-
ables?'*The sower sows the word.
>Some are like the word sown on
the path. When they hear,immedi-
ately Satan comes and takes away
theword sownin them.'® And oth-
ers are like seed sown on rocky
ground. When they hear the word,
immediately they receive it with
joy. 7 But they have no root; they
are short-lived. When distress or
persecution comes because of the
word, they immediately fall away.
18 Others arelike seed sown among
thorns; these are the ones who hear
the word, but the worries of this
age, the deceitfulness® of wealth,
and the desires for other things en-
terinand choke the word, and it be-
comes unfruitful. 2° And thoselike
seed sown on good ground hear
the word, welcome it, and produce
fruit thirty, sixty, and a hundred
times what was sown.”

Using Your Light

Z1He also said to them, “Is a lamp
brought in to be put under a bas-
ket or under a bed? Isn't it to be
put on a lampstand? 22For there
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is nothing hidden that will not be
revealed, and nothing concealed
that will not be brought to light.
Z1fanyone has ears to hear, lethim
listen.”2* And he said to them, “Pay
attention to what you hear. By the
measure you use, it will be mea-
sured to you — and more will be
added to you. 2> For whoever has,
more willbe given to him, and who-
ever does not have, even what he
has will be taken away from him.”

The Parable of the Growing Seed

26 “The kingdom of God is like this,”
he said. “A man scatters seed on
the ground. 2 He sleeps and rises
nightand day; the seed sprouts and
grows, although he doesn't know
how. 28 The soil produces a crop
by itself — first the blade, then
the head, and then the full grain
onthehead.?? Assoon as the crop
isready, he sends for the sickle, be-
cause the harvest has come.”

The Parable of the Mustard Seed

30 And he said, “With what can we
compare the kingdom of God, or
what parable can we use to de-
scribeit?3'It'slike amustard seed
that, when sown upon the soil, is
the smallest of all the seeds on
the ground. 32 And when sown, it
comes up and grows taller than all
the garden plants, and produces
large branches, so that the birds
of the sky can nest in its shade.”

Using Parables

3 He was speaking the word to
them with many parables like
these, as they were able to un-
derstand. 34He did not speak to
them without a parable. Privately,
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however, he explained everything
to his own disciples.

Wind and Waves Obey Jesus

350n that day, when evening had
come, he told them, “Let’s cross
over to the other side of the sea.”
36 So they left the crowd and took
himalong since he wasin theboat.
And other boats were with him.
37 A great windstorm arose, and
the waves were breaking over the
boat, so that the boat was already
being swamped. 38 He was in the
stern, sleeping on the cushion. So
they woke him up and said to him,
“Teacher! Don'tyou care that we're
going to die?”

39He got up, rebuked the wind,
and said to the sea, “Silence! Be
still!” The wind ceased, and there
was a great calm. “°Then he said
to them, “Why are you afraid? Do
you still have no faith?”

4 And they were terrified” and
asked one another, “Who then is
this? Even the wind and the sea
obey him!”

Demons Driven Out by Jesus

They came to the other side of

the sea, to theregion of the Ger-
asenes.®2As soon as he got out of
the boat, a man with an unclean
spirit came out of the tombs and
met him. 3He lived in the tombs,
and no one was able to restrain
him anymore —not even with a
chain — 4because he often had
been bound with shackles and
chains, but had torn the chains
apart and smashed the shackles.
No one was strong enough to sub-
due him. > Night and day among
the tombs and on the mountains,
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he was always crying out and cut-
ting himself with stones.

6 When he saw Jesus from a dis-
tance, he ran and knelt down be-
forehim.” And he cried out with a
loud voice, “What do you have to
dowithme, Jesus, Son of the Most
High God? I beg you before God,
don't torment me!” 8 For he had
told him, “Come out of the man,
you unclean spirit!”

9“Whatisyourname? " he asked
him.

“My name is Legion,” he an-
swered him, “because we are
many.” '° And he begged him ear-
nestly not to send them out of the
region.

"Alarge herd of pigs was there,
feeding on the hillside. > The de-
mons‘begged him, “Send us to the
pigs, so that we may enter them.”
13S0 he gave them permission,
and the unclean spirits came out
and entered the pigs. The herd of
about two thousand rushed down
the steep bank into the sea and
drowned there.

“The men who tended them ran
offand reporteditin the town and
the countryside, and people went
to see what had happened.' They
came to Jesus and saw the man
who had been demon-possessed,
sitting there, dressed and in his
right mind; and they were afraid.
1 Those who had seen it described
to them whathad happened to the
demon-possessed man and told
about the pigs.” Then they began
to beg him to leave their region.

'8 Ashewas gettinginto theboat,
theman who had been demon-pos-
sessed begged him earnestly that
hemight remain with him." Jesus
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did not let him but told him, “Go
home to your own people, and re-
port to them how much the Lord
has done for you and how he has
had mercy on you.” 2°So he went
out and began to proclaim in the
Decapolis how much Jesus had
done for him, and they were all
amazed.

A Girl Restored and
aWoman Healed

2"When Jesus had crossed over
again by boat” to the other side, a
large crowd gathered around him
while he was by the sea. 220ne of
the synagogue leaders, named Jai-
rus, came, and when he saw Jesus,
he fell at his feet 22 and begged him
earnestly, “My little daughteris dy-
ing.Come and lay yourhands on her
so that she can get well® and live."
2450 Jesuswentwith him,and alarge
crowd was following and pressing
against him.

2> Now a woman suffering from
bleeding for twelve years 26 had
endured much under many doc-
tors.Shehad spent everything she
had and was not helped at all. On
the contrary, she became worse.
27Having heard about Jesus, she
came up behind him in the crowd
and touched his clothing.28 For she
said, “If Ijust touch his clothes, I'll
bemade well.”2° Instantly her flow
of blood ceased, and she sensed in
her body that she was healed of
her affliction.

30Immediately Jesus realized
that power had gone out from
him. He turned around in the
crowd and said, “Who touched
my clothes?”
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31His disciples said to him, “You
see the crowd pressing against
you, and yet you say, ' Who touched
me?"”

32But he was looking around
to see who had done this. 33 The
woman, with fear and trembling,
knowing what had happened to
her, came and fell down before
him, and told him the whole truth.
34"Daughter,” he said to her, “your
faith has saved you. Go in peace
andbehealed from your affliction.”

35 While he was still speaking,
people came from the synagogue
leader's house and said, “Your
daughter is dead. Why bother the
teacher anymore?”

36 When Jesus overheard© what
was said, he told the synagogue
leader, “Don’t be afraid. Only be-
lieve.” 37 He did not let anyone ac-
company him except Peter, James,
and John, James's brother. 3 They
came to theleader'shouse, and he
saw a commotion — people weep-
ing and wailing loudly. ** He went
in and said to them, “Why are you
making a commotion and weep-
ing? The child is not dead but
asleep.” 4°They laughed at him,
but he put them all outside. He
took the child’s father, mother,
and those who were with him, and
entered the place where the child
was. 4 Then he took the child by
the hand and said to her, “Talitha
koum”®(whichis translated, “Little
girl, Isay to you, getup”). 42 Imme-
diately the girl got up and began to
walk. (She was twelve years old.) At
this they were utterly astounded.
43Then he gave them strict orders
thatno one should know about this
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and told them to give her some-
thing to eat.

Rejection at Nazareth

He left there and came to his
hometown, and his disciples
followed him.2 When the Sabbath
came, hebegan to teachin the syn-
agogue, and many who heard him
were astonished. “Where did this
man get these things?” they said.
“Whatis this wisdom that hasbeen
given to him, and how are these
miracles performed by his hands?
3Isn't this the carpenter, the son of
Mary, and the brother of James, Jo-
ses, Judas, and Simon? And aren't
his sisters here with us?” So they
were offended by him.
4Jesus said to them, “A prophet
isnotwithout honor exceptin his
hometown, among his relatives,
and in his household.” >He was
not able to do a miracle there, ex-
ceptthathelaid hishands onafew
sick people and healed them. ® And
he was amazed at their unbelief.
He was going around the villages
teaching.

Commissioning the Twelve

"He summoned the Twelve and
began to send them out in pairs
and gave them authority over un-
clean spirits.® Heinstructed them
to take nothing for the road except
a staff —no bread, no traveling
bag, no moneyin their belts,  but
to wear sandals and not put on
an extra shirt. '°He said to them,
“Whenever you enter ahouse, stay
there until youleave that place." If
any place does not welcome you
or listen to you, when you leave

MARK 5-6

there, shake the dust off your feet
as a testimony against them.”#
1250 they went out and preached
that people should repent.'* They
drove out many demons, anoint-
ed many sick people with oil and
healed them.

John the Baptist Beheaded

14King Herod heard about it, be-
cause Jesus’'s name had become
well known. Some®said, “John the
Baptist has been raised from the
dead, and that’s why miraculous
powers are at work in him.” > But
others said, “He's Elijah.” Still oth-
erssaid, “He's aprophet, like one of
the prophets from long ago.”

16 When Herod heard of it, he said,
“John, the oneIbeheaded, hasbeen
raised!”

7For Herod himself had giv-
en orders to arrest John and to
chain him in prison on account
of Herodias, his brother Philip’s
wife, because he had married her.
18 John had been telling Herod, “It
is not lawful for you to have your
brother’'s wife.""” So Herodias held
a grudge against him and want-
ed to kill him. But she could not,
20hecause Herod feared John and
protected him, knowing he was
a righteous and holy man. When
Herod heard him he would be very
perplexed,¢andyet heliked to lis-
ten to him.

21 An opportune time came on his
birthday, when Herod gave a ban-
quet for his nobles, military com-
manders, and the leading men of
Galilee. 2 When Herodias's own
daughter® came in and danced,
shepleased Herod and his guests.
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