
Celebrating the wonders of nature, this 

retelling of Psalm 104 invites you to 

enjoy and explore the world God made.

Moving from one feature of the natural 

world to the next—from the sky and 

earth to the animals and oceans— 

the book’s lyrical language introduces 

questions from a child’s view. What about  

when strong winds blow? When birds fly 

far away? When the night is long? Each 

uncertainty is met with a truth about 

God’s character to comfort children and

give them the confidence they need to 

explore the world around them. 

Hannah Anderson’s stirring words 

are joined by Nathan Anderson’s soft, 

realistic watercolors. Together they create 

a book with a timeless aesthetic and 

readability, one that will resonate with 

families who celebrate the beauty of 

nature and the wisdom that comes from

the world God made.

GGGGod gives us all the 
earth and calls it home.
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The sky is like a great big tent
so bright and blue and radiant!
It’s stretched above the mountains high
and filled with birds and things that f ly.

IIn the world God made . . .



Sometimes the clouds hang dark and low
then noisy winds begin to blow.
But do not worry. Do not fear—
the One who made them will come near.
 



The earth is rugged, rich, and firm.
It’s full of rocks and dirt and worms. 
So even things that stomp around
can never move or shake the ground.



The mountains grow  
up large and steep
while valleys drop  
down wide and deep.
But next to things 
so big and tall,
we often feel  
a little small. 
 



The rivers rush and swirl around
while springs erupt from underground.
And from the hills, sweet waters f low
to all those thirsty down below. 



This water is  
for all the world,
for plants and people,  
beast and bird.
But if we drink  
and drink so much,
how can there be 
enough for us?



Our God has so much more in store
with mercies rich forevermore.



He pours his blessings out like rain
to shower all the world God made.



The storks have trees, the goats have hills,
and zebras graze among the fields.
And even if they hunt or stray, 
the lions have a place to stay.



But still, the birds will leave their nest, 
fly south and north and east and west.
They’ll go to places far from home;
they might get scared all on their own.



But Someone’s watching over them;
our God will bring them back again.



And he will lead you on your way  
to guide you through the world God made.



The sea is full of things that swim,
that move about with scales and fins.
From shark and ray to octopus
and turtles from Galapagos.



But oceans can feel very deep
when filled with things that float and creep.
The sea holds secrets down below
and many things we do not know.



The sun shines brightly through the day,
and by its light, we’ll work and play.
But when it’s time for bed and rest,
the sun dips quickly in the west.



Then all the stars from outer space
line up around the moon in place.
But nighttime can feel awfully long
with hours and hours before the dawn.



This world has wonders large and small;
our God’s the one who made them all.
And everywhere you look around,
both good and glory can be found. 



A million strange and splendid things 
to make you laugh, to make you sing.
So celebrate and praise his name
for all that’s in the world God made.
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A U T H O R ’ S  N O T E :

The World God Made is a retelling of Psalm 104 that invites children and the adults 

in their lives to explore the natural world around them. Paralleling the order and 

structure of the original psalm, each stanza focuses on a specific feature of the natural 

world, as well as introducing a question or challenge that might originate from a 

child’s experience of it. Perhaps it’s traveling to a new place or trying a new food; 

maybe it’s lying awake in the dark or wondering about all that we don’t know. Each 

conflict embodies the fears and worries common to life on this earth. The stanzas 

resolve with a truth about God’s character to comfort the child and give them the 

confidence they need to venture out. I trust these truths will comfort you as well.  

A R T I S T ’ S  N O T E :

Psalm 104 tells of the breadth of God’s creation. I wanted to honor that largesse in 

my art by celebrating the diversity and variety of life on all seven continents. Each 

of the seven stanzas tells the story of life in a different part of the world God made. 

I chose watercolor because of the soft and pleasing nature of the colors. (And I was 

literally painting with water.) Then I went back in and added details and highlights 

with watercolor pencils and ink. As you read, encourage your child to observe each 

picture closely. You’ll find smaller stories and details to enhance your enjoyment of 

both the poetry and illustrations. Look for repeated patterns, animals that show up in 

multiple ecosystems, and repeating motifs. Further information about the locations, 

wildlife, and flora is available free online at sometimesalight.com/shop.
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H A N N A H  A N D E R S O N
lives in the Blue Ridge Mountains 

with her husband, Nathan, and their 

three children. As an author, Hannah is 

captivated by the story of creation and 

with helping readers encounter nature 

with fresh curiosity and wonder. When 

not writing, she finds herself running 

after her golden retriever, Benjamin, 

or enjoying long philosophical 

conversations with her cat, Francis. 

N A T H A N  A N D E R S O N
grew up on a dirt road in the mountains

of rural Virginia. As long as he can 

remember, nature and art have been 

sources of solace and inspiration. On a 

given day, you can find him working 

in his garden, sketching the details 

of a fern, or out on a bird walk with 

binoculars in hand. Nathan has a keen 

eye for detail, loves to travel, and hopes 

to eventually visit all seven continents 

in the world God made. 
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