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nce upon a time, in a
faraway land filled with green
hills, craggy cliffs, and shiny
seashores, there was a boy
who lost his mom.




The boy’s name was Clive Staples Lewis, but
he didn’t like his name all that much. When the
neighborhood dog Jacksie died, Clive took that
name for himself. He later shortened it to Jack,
which is what most of his friends called him.




Jack grew up with a big brother named Warnie
and a dad named Albert. He lived in a huge house
filled with long hallways, loads of books, and an
old wardrobe made by his grandfather.
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Questions popped into Jack’s thoughts like popcorn.
They popped up in books he read. They even popped
up in conversations with friends—like the time Jack
went for a late-night walk with his good friend JR.R.

Tolkien, who was a Christian. They talked about God
for hours.

' You might have heard
. of JR.R. Tolkien. He

" wrote famous stories,
too, although his were
about happy hobbits
and a smelly dragon.
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Their conversation made Jack think harder than
he had thought in all his life. He couldn’t deny it
any longer. This young man who had lost faith in
God as a child had found it again. He didn't have
all the answers, but he knew one thing for certain:

he believed in God.

So he prayed and told God all about it.
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C.S. Lewis celebrated his newfound joy with his
friends. They called themselves £he Inklings
and often met at a place called The Eagle and Child
to share their writing with each other. But as they
laughed and enjoyed their time together, another
world war began.
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C.S. Lewis wrote a lot of books to share
his faith. Some of the most popular ones
were for children: The Chronicles of
Narnia. The stories tell about four siblings
who left London during the war.




;:il(;vaeiventures begin when they enter a wardrobe and
a magical world. There the i
y meet a talking f
named Mr. Tumnus, some ve [ v mo
. , ry polite beavers, a brave m
and, most importantly, a mighty lion named Aslan o

Does that wardrobe remind you of
anything? Stories often give us pictures
of writers’ real lives. The children who
found Narnia were much like those
staying at C.S. | ewis’s house during the
war. And the peloved Aslan is a picture
of how much the writer loved Jesus.
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had after his mother died of cancer so many years

before. He clung even more tightly to his belief, like
you might cling to a blanket, a stuffed animal, or a
parent when you're troubled at night. o



Through good times and bad,
C.S. Lewis had learned to trust
God. His belief helped him make
sense of the world. It showed
him how to find joy even when
he felt stuck in sadness.




On a cool November day in 1963,
C.S. Lewis took his final breath.
| like to imagine that if you
were walking around Oxford
that day and listening closely,

you might have
heard a lion roar.

o e
happy Christian. And | have no doubt—he would
want you to know you can find joy in God too.




The lion, the writer, and
the search for 30Y.

mot every author can write about theology,
literature, and a talking lion and end up
delighting readers for generations. But
not every author is C.S. Lewis. This
biographical picture book welcomes
readers to get to know the man behind
Aslan and the magical wardrobe and
to experience the joy that fueled his
imagination.

Young Clive Staples Lewis once loved wonder
and play but was unable to trust God after the
death of his mother. He left behind his belief
in God and became a soldier and a professor.
But he never stopped hoping
to find true joy. This unique
picture book, narrated by a
bespectacled owl, tells the
tale of how the man known as
Jack embraced Christianity,
was surprised by joy, and then
used his words and writings to
share that joy with the world.
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