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To my family, Luke, Kitty, Peggy, Debra, Howard, and 
especially Anna Grace, who reread this story the most, and 

David, who helped me find Shep’s voice. And in memory 
of my father, US Army Major John Mason Frye Sr., and 

my grandfather, US Army Private William August “Bill” 
Punessen, who fought evil and protected freedom.
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Solve the Secret Code! 
Solve a secret code like the ones 
Bonhoeffer used! Starting on the book’s 
last page, search for a dot underneath one 
letter on some pages. Write the letters down 
in order as you find them. Read the message 
and check your answer below.

Answer: STAND FIRM



3

Hello!

Say his name  
like this: 
DEE-trick  
BON-hoff-er.

My name is Shep the sheepdog,  
and I have a tale for you. No, not  
a dog’s tail—a story about a brave 
teacher who became a spy and fought 
one of the biggest bad guys of all time.

This is the story of Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
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Bonhoeffer lived in Germany many years 
ago. After a terrible war, many Germans 
were fooled by a new leader, Adolf Hitler.  
He wanted Germany to be big and powerful, 
and he was willing to do anything to get 
what he wanted. He was like a sneaky wolf, 
and Bonhoeffer knew it.
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Bonhoeffer would warn people and rely on 
God to guide him. You see, Bonhoeffer was 
like a sheepdog (like me!). Sheepdogs are 
excellent at herding and protecting sheep 
because they are smart and follow their 
shepherds’ commands. 

Bonhoeffer followed the  
best shepherd of all, Jesus. 
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Bonhoeffer was a teacher and pastor 
who lived in cities worldwide: Barcelona, 
Berlin, New York City, London, and 
Finkenwalde (FEENK-in-vohl-derh). 
He delighted students by  
telling them about God  
and the church. 

He prayed and sang with them, 
took them on trips to the woods 
and beach, and was always up  
for a game.

Try saying Finkenwalde 

three times really fast!

N E W  Y O R K  C I T Y
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Bonhoeffer showed his students the Good 
Shepherd’s love. He visited them at home 
and in the hospital. Some were poor, so 
he gave them Christmas gifts and bought 
fabric for fifty students to make new suits. 
They wore these on the special day they 
joined the church. 
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Although Bonhoeffer was a thoughtful and quiet 
man, he did like clever jokes. While working in Spain, 
he mailed a postcard to a family member and wrote,

He had glued a picture of his own face over the 
bullfighter’s face!

“With greetings from the matador.” 
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Bonhoeffer often gathered teachers and 
students to play music and games. One 
evening, a friend asked Bonhoeffer to join him 
in a piano duet, but Bonhoeffer tricked his 
friend by playing the notes in the wrong key, 
followed by a hearty laugh. 

Another evening, one of Bonhoeffer’s adult 
students tried to surprise him by hiding under 
the piano. But Bonhoeffer didn’t know and went 
to bed. He was surprised the next morning when 
he found the student asleep and snoring  
under the piano! 
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Bonhoeffer’s family had another surprising 
spy trick—homemade jelly! They sent him 
jars of jelly, each with two thin lids pressed 
together. Between those lids, they hid war 
updates and plans to stop Hitler.

Bonhoeffer also sent codes with 
made-up stories to other captured 
spies, who repeated the same stories, 
tricking the Nazis and protecting 
many lives.

By passing these secret 
messages, Bonhoeffer’s 
family—including his 
nieces and nephews—
helped as spies too!

  S P Y  T R I C K
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Some prison guards snuck letters from Bonhoeffer to his 
family and closest friends. Bonhoeffer wrote often to his 
close friend Eberhard (EH-ber-hard), who also married 
Bonhoeffer’s niece Renate (Reh-NAH-tah). Renate knew a

great sheepdog trick—

she hid Bonhoeffer’s letters by burying them inside a 
sealed container in the backyard.

When the war ended, 

Renate dug up the 

container. People still 

read these letters 

today!
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Bonhoeffer felt sad and lonely in prison. He found 
courage by reading the Bible and praying. Like 
a sheepdog who directs the sheep to follow the 
shepherd, Bonhoeffer found ways to encourage 
prisoners to follow God.
 
He passed secret notes with Bible verses, shared the 
little food he had with those who were sick, and even 
snuck into another prisoner’s cell to pray with him.
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Psalm 23 in the Bible reminds us the Lord is our Shepherd who provides comfort 
and rest and leads us through hard times.
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Bonhoeffer hoped he would soon be set free and was 
even planning to marry his fiancée, Maria.

But tragically all his plans came to an end. German 
police discovered letters, movies, and photos that the 
spies had collected as proof of the Nazis’ evil actions. 
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The Nazis questioned Bonhoeffer and the other 
spies for many more months. Finally, Hitler’s army 
began to lose. Hitler was furious and ordered the 
death of many prisoners. 

Bonhoeffer died on April 9, 1945, after two years 
in prison. Three weeks later, Hitler died, and within 
seven days the war with Germany ended.
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As a teacher, a pastor, and a spy, 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer faithfully loved 
God and his neighbor while standing 
firm against evil. When the guards 
came to take him away, he had just 
led worship with other prisoners. He 
turned to one of them and said, “This 
is the end.” Then he added, “For me, 
the beginning of life.”

Bonhoeffer knew dying 
was not really the end. 
He would live forever in 
heaven with Jesus, the

Good Shepherd!
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MollMollyy Fr Fryye Wilmine Wilminggtonton  creates unique picture
books using humor, animals, and suspense to explore more 
complex ideas of courage, faith, suffering, and love. Molly 
studied English and children’s literature at Baylor, ethics at 
Notre Dame’s Vita Institute, and theology at Duke. Originally 
from Texas, Molly now lives in Montana with her husband, David, 
their two children, Luke and Anna Grace, Oliver the shepherd-
lab, and Ranger the bearded dragon. The family enjoys soccer, 
hiking, music, and cracking up over each other’s clever stories. 

Teacher. Spy. Believer.
BONHOEFFER .

Not every hero story includes a world war,
a cruel enemy, daring secret missions, and 
a hidden code for you to uncover. But 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s story does.  

In this unique picture book, Shep the 
sheepdog puppy narrates the powerful 
tale of how one man bravely followed Jesus 
during a dark time in world history. Hear how 
Bonhoeffer the teacher loved his students 
and warned people of danger. Then discover how 
Bonhoeffer the spy used clever thinking and crucial 
codes to defy the Nazis, protect his country, and love 
God and his neighbor, even when it cost him his life.  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s story helps children understand 
faith, perseverance, and suffering in an approachable 
way. Readers will be inspired, as he was, to enjoy  
life during good times and to stand firm  
in faith during the hardest of times.  
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