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In the beginning,
God invented water. 
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The water happily 
swirled across the 

surface of the globe. 
God said, “This is 

good.” And it was.

       “
Water!

He said, 

 
 
 and the water  
 obeyed. 
 Tim

e to exist!”
“Water!
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Later on, God invented humans. He 
said, “This is very good,” and it was! 
The humans happily danced in the 
home God had given them.

Genesis 1



6

Humans were different from water. 
Water can’t laugh or leap or talk  
to God. But humans can! 
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At first, everything 
was wonderful 
between God and 
humans—until the 
humans chose not 
to listen. 

Humans are special because out of all 
creation, they are most like God. That’s why 
it is important for humans to obey God. 

Soon, humans were 
disobeying all the time, 
which brought more and 
more pain into the world.

Genesis 1:27

Genesis 3

Genesis 6:5
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Thankfully, one man named Noah wanted to obey God.  
So God told Noah, “To punish all this disobedience, 
I will tell the water to cover the earth. But 
you will build an ark to float on the 
water. You will be safe inside 
with your family and the 
animals I send you.” 

Sadly, except for Noah’s family, 
no one believed God would send 
the water. Their hearts were 
flooded with disobedience.  
They did not listen to God.

Genesis 6
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Then one day, God said,

“Water! It is
 ti

m
e!

”



Genesis 7
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The water listened, and it began to swallow the whole earth—
GULP!—drowning everyone and everything on the land except 
for Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. It was good 
for disobedience to be punished, but it was also an awful day.
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Acts 1:8–9
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 “Tell everyone about Living Water  
rescue! Anyone who is thirsty can  

come to Me and drink. 

“Don’t worry, I am sending the Holy Spirit. 
He’ll pour down on you and flow out of you 
like water, so you have what you need to 

show the world what God is like.

Soon, Jesus went back to heaven 
to be with His Father, but He said, 



Re
ve

lation 21—22

31

“And one day, I’ll come back to flood the earth 
with God’s love. There will be no more thirst, 
disobedience, or death. On that day, all the 

people who follow Me will dance happily in our 
forever home that gushes with Living Water.”



REMEMBER
“Let the one who is thirsty come. Let the one who desires take the  
water of life freely.”–Revelation 22:17

READ
The Bible has lots of stories about water that teach us important lessons, like: God is in charge of every drop. 
Disobedience needs to be washed away. God is our great Rescue. Only God can provide for thirsty hearts. All these 
ideas flow together when we get to Jesus, the only One to obey all the way. Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection 
make us understand these stories (and others) more deeply: 
 Noah and the Ark (Genesis 6-8). Just as the death water beat against the ark, Jesus was beaten and 
crucified to pay our punishment on the cross. God’s rainbow was His bright promise: “I won’t send death water 
again. I will send Living Water.” Death water kills, but Living Water cleanses and heals. Jesus is God’s new and 
better way to wash away disobedience!
 The Parting of the Red Sea (Exodus 14). Just as the Israelites were freed from their enemy and brought to 
safety through the waters, sinners are freed from the enemy of sin and can live in God’s care forever through 
Jesus. Jesus is God’s way to deliver people from death into life! 
 Water in the Wilderness (Exodus 17:1-7). Just as Moses struck the rock in the wilderness so the thirsty 
people could drink, Jesus was struck on the cross so anyone who feels dried up inside can drink Living Water. 
In Revelation 22:17, Jesus says, “Let the one who is thirsty come. Let the one who desires take the water of life 
freely.” Jesus is God’s way to provide for people’s thirsty hearts!

THINK
1. Humans should listen to God. But it’s hard! Who is the only One who obeyed all the way? When do you think 

was the hardest time for Jesus to obey? 

2. When Jesus died on the cross, it was awful—but it was also amazing, like slurping surprise water in the 
desert. Jesus took our punishment! We can’t obey all the way like Jesus, but how does His obedience make 
you want to do your best to obey?  

3. When Jesus commanded the stormy waves to be still, the men in the boat said, “What kind of man is this? 
Even the winds and the sea obey him!” (Matthew 8:27). That’s wild! But here’s something extra-wild: When 
you talk, Jesus listens. (He doesn’t listen to obey you, of course. That’s silly! He listens because He loves you.) 
Jesus wants you to talk to Him by praying. This is the biggest deal ever: the One the waves listen to listens 
to you. Whoa! What would you like to say to Him?

4. Jesus wants us to talk to Him, and He has plenty to say to us too. Where can we find His words? Why is it 
good to read them?
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Coming soon:

  Come and drink

  the Living Water that never runs out!

The Bible is filled with stories of water, from the mighty flood

to the parting of the Red Sea, from the woman at the well to  

the calming of the storm. But how are all these stories related?  

What is God showing us through them? Dive into The Story of Water 

to discover what God is up to in these watery tales, and learn 

where to find the Living Water only He can give!

Caroline Saunders is a writer and teacher who believes in taking Jesus 
seriously and being un-serious about nearly everything else. She lives with her 
husband, Luke, and their three kids in Mississippi, where Luke pastors a church 
and the kids run wild in the lobby. Caroline loves to help others know and enjoy 
God’s Word, and she hopes this book shows that Jesus is more refreshing 
than a tall glass of water and more delightful than cannonballing into a pool! 
Find her writing, resources, and ridiculousness at WriterCaroline.com and on 
Instagram @writercaroline.
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