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Dedications

From Caroline
For Adelaide, who loves our home so much, whose 

laughter and creativity make it feel like home,
who sometimes feels homesick. My sweet girl, when

you long for home, don’t forget the homiest Home 

and the One who built the way. I love you!

From Jade
For my mom and dad, who welcomed me in their

home with open arms and taught me that home is a place  

of love, warmth, and trust. Thank you for giving me a

glimpse of the forever Home Jesus is making for all of us.
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There are thirty-one Scripture citations 
hidden in this book. Can you find them? 
Read them in your Bible to learn more 
about Jesus, who is making the best Home.
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In the beginning,
people lived in a 
perfect home.
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God had built every part of it with love: 
the zebra’s stripes, the wind’s soft flutter, 
the lemon’s pucker, the fish’s blub blub.

 No one makes a home like God! 

Genesis 1
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God created the first man,  
Adam, and told him the one rule: 

God gave this rule because 
of His goodness, which was 
everywhere in the garden.

“There is one fruit tree I do  
not want you to eat from.  

It will destroy you.” 

God welcomed the first man and 
woman, Adam and Eve, exclaiming,  

“This garden home is for you!”

Genesis 2:16-25
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But one day, the serpent wanted to ruin 
this home, like an intruder. He hissed, 
“That tree’s fruit won’t destroy you! It 
will make you like God. Why not try it?”  

Genesis 3:1-5
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Even though they knew what 
God had said, and even though 
their home proved God’s love 
and goodness, Adam and Eve 
disobeyed. They ate. 

Genesis 3:6



8

Suddenly, the garden didn’t seem so homey anymore! 
They felt icky and ashamed and pointed fingers at 
each other in blame. Sin had come into the world—
and sin is the opposite of God’s goodness.  

Genesis 3:7–8
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Adam and Eve had to leave their home, but God 
gave them a promise. Even though sin would 
keep intruding, one day, Someone would defeat 
sin and the serpent forever—and He would build 
the way to a more wonderful Home.

Genesis 3:22–24

Genesis 3:15
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Years passed, and 
humans could never 
quite find their way Home. 
They caught glimpses of it when 
they spotted the zebra’s stripes, felt 
the wind’s soft flutter, tasted the lemon’s 
pucker, or noticed the fish’s blub blub. 
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But most of the time, 
sin seemed to intrude 
upon the whole earth.  
Not just around them 
but inside them.

The people were so 
homesick! Where was the 
Home God had promised?

        Genesis 6:5
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God hadn’t forgotten His people! His plan was right on track, 
and He gave them hints of the Home that was coming. 

When God’s people were 
trapped in an unsafe 
home in Egypt, God made 
a surprising way out.  

Ex
od

us 12

—14
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Then God instructed them 
to build a tabernacle so He 
could be with them and remind 
them of the garden long ago.

Next, God guided the 
people to the Promised 
Land. It wasn’t a 
perfect home, but it 
was a hint.

Exodus 25—31

Joshua
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In the Promised Land, 
God told the king,

What did He mean?

“One day, your son  
will build me a temple,  

but I have an even  
bigger plan than that.  

It’s about My Son  
and the house We will  

build you—a house that  
will last forever.”  

2 Samuel 7:12–16
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God’s people rejoiced. No one 
makes a home like God!

So the king’s son built a 
temple with reminders of 
that long-ago garden. God’s 
glory filled the temple with a 
WHOOSH! that knocked the 
priests off their feet.

1 Kings 8:10—
11, 66

    1  Kings 6
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REMEMBER
“Look, God’s dwelling
is with humanity, and
he will live with them. They 
will be his peoples, and God
himself will be with them and 
will be their God.”–Revelation 21:3 

READ
The Bible’s stories about home teach us important lessons, like: No one 
makes a home like God. Sin destroys homes. We want to be Home with God.  
God wants to make His Home with His people. These ideas piece together beautifully 
when we get to Jesus, the One who made the way for sinners to come Home.
 Jesus’s Birth. Read John 1:14. We could not get to God, so God came to us! Jesus “became flesh and 
tabernacled among us.” The Old Testament tabernacle was an arrow pointing to Jesus! Both the Old 
Testament tabernacle and Jesus’s birth give us wonderful news: God wants to make His Home with His people.
 Jesus’s Life and Death. Read John 14:23. These words can feel worrisome: We cannot obey all the way, so 
how can we be Home with God? Jesus made the way by living a perfect life and dying the death only sinners 
deserve. When we follow Jesus and trust that He died for our sins, God looks at us the way He looks at Jesus: 
as His loved and perfect child! 
 Jesus’s Resurrection and Reign. Read John 14:3. Jesus didn’t stay dead! He lives and reigns today, and He 
is preparing a Home for His family. No one makes a Home like God! As we wait for His return and our forever 
Home, His Spirit is at home in our hearts.

THINK
1. Have you ever felt homesick? What do you miss about your home when you’re away?

2. God’s people suffer when they let sin make its home in their hearts. If you follow Jesus, all your sins are
forgiven forever. But sin can still impact us. Is there a sin you’re trying to fight? Who did Jesus send to
help you fight sin?

3. Even the best earthly home isn’t a perfect home. Sin is around and inside every human—and sin destroys
homes, in big and little ways. When your earthly home doesn’t feel homey, you can remember Jesus. What
did He do to make a way for you to have a true and perfect home one day? What are you looking forward
to about that home?

4. Sometimes when families welcome a new family member, they prepare a special room for that person to
show their love and excitement. How does this remind you of Jesus?

5. People often feel a homesickness for God because we long to be with Him. What can you tell a homesick
friend about Jesus?
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The Bible is filled with stories about homes, from

the Garden of Eden to the Promised Land, from the

tabernacle in the desert to the temple in Jerusalem. 

But what do these stories have in common? What is 

God showing us through them? Enter The Story of 

Home and discover God’s perfect plan to build the 

homiest of homes through Jesus. Learn how Jesus 

welcomes all who are homesick to be part of His 

family and live happily with Him forever!

Caroline Saunders is a writer and teacher who believes 
in taking Jesus seriously and being unserious about nearly 
everything else. Caroline lives with her husband, Luke, and 
their three funny kids in north Mississippi, where Luke pastors 
a church and the kids run wild in the lobby. Caroline hopes this 
book shows you that Jesus is the way to your true Home, where 
everything will finally be wonderful forever, where God’s children 
will be eternally safe, loved, and laughing! Find her writing, 
resources, and ridiculousness at WriterCaroline.com and on 
Instagram @writercaroline.
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Jade van der Zalm is an illustrator based in the 
Netherlands, where she lives with her husband, Conno, 
and their two fluffy cats. As a child, she always turned 
the coloring page over to draw her own stories on the 
back. Jade is inspired by the colors and whimsicality of 
nature and drinks liters of tea while drawing. You can 
find her on Instagram @yu.niq. 
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