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—Kenneth Chapman Jr, executive pastor, Life-Changing Faith Christian Fellowship, 
Frisco, TX 

“We live in a milieu devoid of Christian leadership as demonstrated in Scripture. 
Dr. Jones calls Christian leaders to rethink the biblical understanding of kingdom 
leadership. This work offers a comprehensive definition of kingdom leadership from 
a biblical, theological, and exegetical framework. Dr. Jones reminds us that Christian 
leadership is more about being with Jesus than doing for Jesus.”

—David Gambo, Reverend A. E. and Dora Johnson Hughes Chair of Christian 
Ministry and assistant professor of Christian ministry, Oklahoma Baptist 
University

“Building on Jesus Christ as the risen king, Jones guides readers from the Old Tes-
tament to the New Testament about developing leaders scripturally through a holis-
tic approach. Kingdom leaders are chosen, appointed, and authorized through Jesus 
Christ. This book should be required reading for any emerging leader who desires to 
influence their followers in a biblical, effective manner.”

—Daryl D. Green, Dickinson Chair of Business at Dickinson College of Business, 
Oklahoma Baptist University and author of Impending Danger: The Federal 
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“Dr. Jones provides us with scholarly and practical frameworks on cultivating king-
dom leaders. This book is outstanding for those who are on missions and will enor-
mously help Christian leaders in any cultural setting. I will be using it to cultivate 
local Christian leaders in Asia.”

—James Kang-McCann, founder and director of Amerasian Christian Academy and 
senior pastor at Global Vision Chapel

“If you’re in search for a helpful guide on Christian leadership, you must read Galen 
Jones’s Leadership by the Book. Jones grounds the concept of leadership in Scripture 
and from here, he develops some essential qualities and characteristics worthy of 



attention and emulation. Whether you’re a pastor or business owner, this book offers 
helpful insights and practical guidance for you.”

—Scott Pace, vice president for undergraduate studies and associate professor of 
preaching and pastoral ministry, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
dean of The College at Southeastern

“With vivid imagery, clear biblical exposition, and inviting prose, Dr. Galen Jones 
offers a work pregnant with leadership principles awaiting delivery by God-chosen 
leaders. Dr. Jones serves as a delivery coach who, in Leadership by the Book, carves 
from the Bible truths applicable to the daily lives of leaders who lead others to Christ. 
This practical yet scholarly work guides leaders from wishful thinking about effective 
leadership to purposeful possession of invaluable leadership skills.”

—Robert Smith Jr, Charles T. Carter Baptist Chair of Divinity, Beeson Divinity 
School
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�
Dedication

In the past four months, my life has completely changed for 
the better. Up to this time I have had no children; although I 
longed for them, they were not forthcoming. I had resolved,
through many tears, pains, and prayers, that the sovereign
Lord has determined—no children for Galen and Cathy.

Nine days before my initial deadline for this volume was due, I received 
an enigmatic email from a man in Korea named James Kang McCann. 

He wanted to know if I was Galen W. Jones who was stationed in 
Korea many years before. Not really reading the email, I simply

answered in the affirmative, thinking he was someone from my old Army
unit, and gave him my updated contact information.

Much to my great surprise, I discovered that
he was not in my old unit nor in the military at all.

The man informed me that he was,
in fact, the pastor of a young man named Kang Soo-il

and he had reason to believe that I was Soo-il’s biological
father. Whoa, and WOW!
Thank you, Ancestry.com!

In one sweeping motion, I learned that I have a son—a most 
wonderful young man—my Soo-il. Needless to say, my life has 

changed in so many wonderful ways since knowing my son.
I especially thank him for bringing new life to 

me and his new mom, Cathy Renee.
So, as it is in my heart to do, I dedicate this book 

to my dear sweet son, who is now
the delight of my life and an added source of strength to Cathy and me.

Soo-il, I speak the words that our heavenly 
Father commanded Moses to speak to

Aaron and his sons, saying, “May the Lord bless you and protect
you, may the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be

gracious to you; may the Lord look with favor on you
and give you peace—Shalom. In this way

they will pronounce Yahweh’s name
over you, and he will bless you.”

Num 6:24–27
I dedicate this book to our son, “Naui Gippeoum ‘My Delight.’”

�
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T he Hobbs College Library equips Christians with tools for 
growing in the faith and for effective ministry. The library 

trains its readers in three major areas: Bible, theology, and ministry. 
The series originates from the Herschel H. Hobbs College of Theo-
logy and Ministry at Oklahoma Baptist University, where biblical, 
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Introduction

On the evening of that first day of the week, 

when the disciples were together,

with the doors locked for fear of the 

Jewish leaders, Jesus came and

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”

After he said this, he showed them his hands 

and side. The disciples were overjoyed

when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, 

“Peace be with you! As the Father

has sent me, I am sending you.” And 

with that he breathed on them

and said,“Receive the Holy Spirit. If 

you forgive anyone’s sins,

their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them,

they are not forgiven.”

John 20:19–23, NIV

I remember so well the moment the King came into my heart. I 
was ten years old attending Vacation Bible School at Zion Baptist 

Church in my hometown of Cincinnati, Ohio. My older brother 
Aaron responded to the minister’s invitation. Back then, whatever 
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Aaron did, I did. So, as he strolled down the aisle, I followed him—
but about halfway down the runway, I felt the risen savior stirring in 
my heart and calling me to himself. By the time I reached the altar 
I was in tears repenting before the King of glory, hoping he would 
forgive me of my sins and allow me to live with him forever. I do 
not remember the Scripture the minister quoted back then, but as an 
adult, I am certain that I was saved by God’s glorious grace and that 
he has given me work to do (Eph 2:8–10).

About two years later, sitting at my mom’s dining room table, 
my cousin Kevin Wayne Cosby and I were talking about the things 
of the Lord. Kevin knew from the ripe old age of six that he would 
be a preacher. The Lord was moving in my heart, and I was not sure 
what was going on when suddenly Kevin slammed his hand on the 
table and shouted something like, “God is calling you to preach.” 
Fear and joy simultaneously flooded my soul because I knew God 
was in fact calling me to serve him. By the age of fourteen, I was 
preaching in my community to all who would listen. It was in this 
season that I began to learn to submit to King Jesus as my Lord for 
the first time.

The Gospels of Matthew and John appealed to me then as well 
as today. Many of my sermons come from these texts. When one 
recognizes Jesus as the King, it involves much more than making a 
simple theological claim. The recognition that he is King has impli-
cations for a person’s entire life. Simply put, to know him is to expe-
rience the transformation that comes with his power and authority to 
wipe away all our sins (John 20:18–23; Acts 3:18–20).

Christ Jesus: The Risen King

I understand now why I have such a passion for Christ the risen 
King. The Gospels present Jesus as the King (see Matt 2:2; 27:37b) 
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more than any other picture of him. “The Fourfold Ministry of our 
Lord,” appendix 119 in The Companion Bible compiled by E. W. 
Bullinger, can help us grasp the veracity of this claim of Christ’s 
kingship. Bullinger contends that the greatest subject matter of the 
four Gospels revolves around two main subjects, (A) the King and 
(B) the Kingdom. Each of these subjects can be broken into two sep-
arate sub-topics—(1 and 2) the acceptance and rejection of the King, 
and (3 and 4) the acceptance and rejection of the Kingdom. The 
following information is from Bullinger’s notes in appendix 119.

1 For a full complement of this subject matter, see appendix 119, “The Fourfold 
Ministry of Our Lord” in The Companion Bible, the Authorized Version of 1611 
(KJV). Notes and appendices compiled by E. W. Bullinger (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 
1999).

Four Main Subjects of the Gospels

1. Proclamation of the Kingdom: Matt: 125; Mark: 7; Luke: 
42; John: 132 = 306.

2. Proclamation of the King: Matt: 347; Mark: 295; Luke: 
204; John: 18 = 964.

3. Rejection of the King: Matt: 134; Mark: 110; Luke: 409; 
John: 248 = 901.

4. Rejection of the Kingdom: Matt: 263; Mark: 138; Luke: 
171; John: 209 = 781.

Scripture makes clear, through the volume of the subject matter, that 
the King and the Kingdom are of utmost importance. The Kingdom 
is referred to 1,088 times, and the King is referred to 1,865 times.1 
My sense of awe and respect for the King is partly due to what I 
learned from Bullinger’s appendix, but more importantly to simply 
reading the pages of Scripture over the course of my lifetime and 
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recognizing that the coming King is the messianic hope of the chil-
dren of Israel and all who long for his return.

I believe that the mission of God’s people is to be examples of 
what it means to live dramatically for him, to worship the King, and 
to be on mission, sharing the reality of who he is with all of human-
ity. The drama of Scripture and the power of being conscripted into 
his service is summed up in the statement in the Johannine Great 
Commission. That is, in the same way that the Father sent the 
Son, so the Son sends God’s people (John 20:18–23). Moreover, 
his followers are called, equipped and authorized by him to do the 
transformative “greater works than these” he gave us to do (John 
14:12–14; see Eph 2:10).

The drama of the Bible and the present assignment of God’s 
people is to be on mission, presenting him in his fullness as the risen 
King of glory. Obedience to the call to be on mission as followers 
of the King is the process of God’s people sharing The God News 
with God’s world. The God News is a reclaiming of what the term 
“Good News” once conveyed—the transformative truth of Jesus. By 
reframing the gospel with a new title, The God News, I hope to 
center our attention and leadership endeavors on the risen King. The 
reallocated term The God News serves this book by elevating the 
power of experiencing the living God through Scripture and through 
moments of profound faith, and then moving forward in obedience 
to the mission of sharing the news of King Jesus. Accordingly, the 
joy, responsibility, and ultimate goal of the body of Christ is the 
sharing of The God News.

My definition of The God News is designed to provide a new 
perspective to the ancient yet relevant gospel of Jesus. What my per-
spective offers is the age-old ingredients of the Good News, with 
an emphasis placed on the transformative announcement that Christ 
Jesus is the risen King. Further, I hope to provoke new questions 
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about the ancient story so that wherever the King is experientially 
presented, all people can flourish.2 Wherever and whenever the cruci-
fied risen King is made known, his power—his rule, his authority—
and his forgiveness of sins transforms people and communities.3

2 See Ross Hastings, Missional God, Missional Church: Hope for Re-evangelizing 
the West (Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2012).

3 My argument is based on the exegesis of John 1:14; 14:15–24, where Jesus 
promises that the triune God will take up residence in his people. We carry the pres-
ence of the most high God in the same way that the children of Israel carried the 
presence of God in the ark of the covenant (Lev 26:12; 2 Cor 6:16).

4 “In U.S., Decline of Christianity Continues at Rapid Pace,” Pew Research 
Center (Washington, DC), October 17, 2019, https://www.pewforum.org/2019/10/17 
/in-u-s-decline-of-christianity-continues-at-rapid-pace/. Ed Stetzer, “How 
Should We Think About Declining Denominational Numbers?,” The Exchange 
(blog). Thom Rainer, “Major New Research on Declining, Plateaued, and 
Growing Churches from Exponential and LifeWay Research,” Church Answers 
Featuring Thom Rainer (blog), March 6, 2019, https://churchanswers.com/blog 

Some Clarifications and Definitions

For the sake of clarity, some terms to establish are: Transformation, 
the Announcement, Forgiven-Forgivers, and Kingdom Leaders. 
While some of these terms may seem familiar, I find it necessary 
to clarify my usage to more fully establish how they contribute to 
the role of leadership in light of the all-transforming God News of 
Jesus Christ.

Declination versus Transformation
Over the last several decades, the church has experienced rapid 
decay. Researchers such as Thom Rainer, Ed Stetzer, and the Pew 
Forum report that the church in North America has seen a severe 
decline.4 Evangelicals are split on virtually every topic in a most 
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ungodly manner. The divisions among us are especially egregious 
along racial and political lines. The preaching of Jesus Christ cruci-
fied and raised from the dead is passé at best and completely irrel-
evant at worst. As an educator in the field of Christian ministry and 
leadership, now at two different Christian liberal arts universities, I 
encounter many young people. The vast majority, many of whom 
come from “Christian homes,” have little to no real knowledge of 
the tenets of the Christian faith—and what knowledge they do have 
seems to be at the early elementary school level.

Let me say emphatically, something is terribly wrong! Gen-
erally speaking, the gospel has of late suffered unbelievable disre-
gard.5 It no longer seems relevant to the church and its veracity is 
irrelevant to most in secular society. Jesus is widely regarded as just 
another religious leader with one old message among many. The 
New Testament’s regard for the exclusivity of Christ as the Savior 
of humankind is dismissed as intolerant, arrogant, and prejudiced. 
Western society, and the world for that matter, is becoming more 
and more pluralistic, and the ideas of postmodernity have saturated 
our culture and infiltrated the church. Judeo-Christian values and 
standards are constantly disputed, while the distinguishing dimen-
sions of a Christian worldview are seriously questioned. In our post-
modern world, the need to regain a righteous hearing of the gospel in 
the public forum is at an all-time high. This is why I believe that shar-
ing The God News ought to be the focal point of Christian leadership.

N. T. Wright, in his book Simply Good News, argues that the 
Good News is not simply good; rather, it is transformative.6 The 

/major-new-research-on-declining-plateaued-and-growing-churches-from-
exponential-and-lifeway-research/.

5 N. T. Wright, How God Became King: The Forgotten Story of the Gospels (New 
York: HarperOne, 2012), 5–10.

6 N. T. Wright, Simply Good News (New York: HarperOne, 2015), 16.
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Good News, as Wright suggests, affects the whole storyline of one’s 
life and the larger storyline of entire communities. The announce-
ment of the death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and return of Jesus 
clearly seems to no longer be significant, much less transformative. 
As the church, we must seek to restore the gospel, The God News, 
to its proper place of transformational influence in our lives. To do 
so, the church and Christian leaders must live on the edge of two 
distinct extremes—a declining church and the rise of secularism—
so that church life functions as God intended it to: like a lightning 
rod to postmodernity. I argue along with Wright and T. D. Alexander 
that the Good News is relevant for all people at all times—however, 
in the past several decades, the presentation and announcement of 
the Good News has lost its savor. Because of this, throughout this 
volume, I refer to the gospel as The God News.7

7 T. D. Alexander, The Servant King: The Bible’s Portrait of the Messiah (Van-
couver: Regent College, 2003).

8 As some are no doubt thinking there are other important facets of the gospel, 
such as Christ’s ascension, let me be abundantly clear—what I mean by “present-
ing him” is through both specific and natural revelation to include proclamation and 
the demonstration of the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. Further it involves 

The Announcement
The God News as I define it is the announcement and experiential 
presentation of the King. This includes his virgin birth, his perfect 
life, his death on the cross, his bodily resurrection with the demon-
stration of his transformative power (i.e., power to forgive sins), the 
promise of the Spirit, and his imminent return. Further, the concept 
of leadership to be discussed in this book is wholly contingent on 
the notion that the transformative power of The God News is the 
announcement of King Jesus in all his glory, from Genesis to the 
Revelation!8 Specifically, the announcement I refer to is from Acts 
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2:38, “Repent, Peter said to them, and be baptized, each one of you, 
in the name of Jesus the Messiah for the forgiveness of your sins, 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” This is the transfor-
mative announcement that can change the world.

A brief examination of the Johannine Great Commission (John 
20:18–23, 26) begins with the risen King making the announcement 
that he is ascending to the Father. The King commands Mary Magda-
lene to make the announcement to his disciples. Her encounter with 
the risen King—that is, her new experience of him—led her to obe-
diently proclaim, “I have seen the Lord” (John 20:18, NASB1995). 
That same day, the risen King makes himself known to the disciples 
(19); he sends them in the same manner that the Father sent him 
(21); he proleptically imparts them with the Holy Spirit (22); and he 
authorizes them to pronounce the forgiveness of sins (23). Addition-
ally, John 20 concludes with Jesus performing many other signs and 
miracles in their presence (30–31). 

warning people of the judgement to come (Pss 19; 23; 24; Matt 24:14; Mark 16:14–
20; Rom 1:1–32; 2 Cor 5:20; Rev 1:1–22:21).

Forgiven-Forgivers and Kingdom Leaders
The God News transforms the disciples, and they in turn become 
world transformers, or what I call Forgiven-Forgivers. Part of the 
transformative power of The God News is the authority granted by 
the risen King to his followers to forgive others of their sins. Forgive-
ness from the King is not only transformative; it is restorative. As 
Forgiven-Forgivers, we make the transformative announcement that 
we too have seen the risen King—he has forgiven our sins. More-
over, the process of Christ perpetually transforming us is a contin-
ual process throughout the remainder of our lifetime. As the King’s 
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Forgiven-Forgivers we are called into his service as ambassadors 
of reconciliation (2 Cor 5:19–20), or what I call Kingdom Leaders.

Kingdom Leaders are “incarnational followers of the King 
whom he appoints with authority, equips [for service], and sends 
to influence [all] people to pursue the Father’s will; and who in their 
lives and ministries display the active indwelling presence of the 
Holy Spirit.”9

9 On the definition of Kingdom Leaders, see my article: Robert R. Drovdahl and 
Galen Jones, “The Times They are a-Changin’: Christian Leadership Over the Last 
40 Years,” CEJ 17, no. 3 (December 2020): 579.

10 Walter C. Kaiser Jr., The Promise-Plan of God: A Biblical Theology of the Old 
and New Testaments (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2008).

The Road Ahead

A word is in order regarding the structure of this volume. To begin 
with, this is a book on Christian leadership, as is provided in the 
definitions regarding The God News and Kingdom Leaders. It pres-
ents the concept of leadership in two major parts. Part 1 addresses 
my definition of The God News and develops infrastructure for 
thoughtful consideration of Jesus as the Messiah of Israel and his 
fulfillment of God’s promised plan, her long-awaited Messiah.10 It 
also discusses the personal relationship with Christ that is necessary 
for a person to qualify as a Kingdom Leader. Part 2 addresses what 
we do with the personal relationship we have with Christ when it is 
applied to Kingdom leadership. We must seek to apply the personal 
connection we have with Christ to reaching a lost world. Addition-
ally, one of the primary aims of this work is to provide my perspec-
tive of Christian leadership through the lens of what I call Kingdom 
Leadership, as seen through the motif of Christ Jesus the risen King.
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Chapter 1 surveys the notion of Jesus—the risen king—being 
the fulfillment of the promise of God given in Gen 3:15 and the 
covenant made with Abraham in Gen 12:1–3. First, in chapter 2, 
I examine Abraham and his relationship with God as the template 
for what it means to be called into leadership. Second, Abraham’s 
life is used as a model for detailing our role as servants of the Lord. 
And lastly, I explore his life as a representation of what it means to 
be a worshipper and follower of God. Chapter 3 goes into a detailed 
explanation of my definition of The God News, particularly address-
ing the idea of experiential presentation of the King. Chapter 4 is a 
bridge to part 2. In this chapter, the paradox of biblical leadership is 
presented. I also provide my definition of Kingdom Leadership as 
the group of individuals who are defined as incarnational followers 
of Christ Jesus whom he appoints with authority, equips for service, 
and sends to influence humanity to pursue the Father’s will. These 
individuals also should demonstrate the active indwelling presence 
of the Holy Spirit in their lives and ministries.

Part 2 moves on to the broader canvas of fleshing out the mean-
ing of Kingdom Leadership. Chapter 5 addresses being appointed 
by the Lord and authorized for action as a Kingdom Leader. Chapter 
6 explores how leadership is intended to be cultivated in the hearts 
of upcoming leaders as well as furthered in our own. Chapter 7 dis-
cusses the need for Kingdom Leaders to develop other leaders to be 
sent, just as Jesus has clearly sent us. Lastly, chapter 8 reflects on the 
application of this book as a Kingdom Leader; it explores how we 
connect our deepest intimacy with the Father to a role of servitude 
toward our flocks and other rising leaders.

A foundational aspect of leadership in the Kingdom of Christ 
Jesus is that it is a Spirit-led endeavor. Biblically, leadership has 
always been and will always be a Spirit-led experience. In the post-
modern world, it is crucial that leaders not only are led by the Holy 
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Spirit but also demonstrate the indwelling presence of the Holy 
Spirit. So, with that said, a theology of the incarnation of the Holy 
Spirit is necessary in seed form within the lives of the community 
of believers and particularly in the lives of those who are called to 
be leaders. By using the theological word incarnational, I do not 
want to incite controversy or come up with some new off-the-wall 
 doctrine. My intent, as my friend Malcolm Yarnell suggests,11 is to 
reengage our imaginations creatively through a fresh understanding 
of the Holy Spirit to allow him the proper place in our hearts as lead-
ers. My goal in introducing a theology of the indwelling (incarna-
tional) presence of the Holy Spirit is to spur conversation and inspire 
a renewed focus on the role and place of the Holy Spirit in the fulfill-
ment of the words of Jesus in John 14:12–14 and 17:1–26.12

After we’ve traversed this road together, after all the twists and 
turns, my heart’s desire for you is that you know the risen King in 

11 I owe this insight to a personal conversation with Malcolm Yarnell, director of 
the Center for Theological Research and professor of systematic theology at South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary.

12 The words of Jesus in John 14:12–17 and 17:1–26 are some of the most com-
pelling words that have ever been spoken and recorded. No matter what one considers 
to be the meaning of Jesus’s words in John 14:12–17 (whether he meant “greater 
works” in magnitude due to more of his people doing what he did or whether he 
meant greater in scope because of the indwelling presence of the Spirit) is a concept 
that demands reconsideration. The reality is (John 17:1–26) that the Father and the 
Son are in perfect union according to Jesus’s high priestly prayer. Moreover, accord-
ing to this text it is Christ’s will that his body—endowed (rather) incarnated—by 
the Holy Spirit would share in that very union of life and purpose. The notion that 
the Holy Spirit is incarnated in the body of believers is not nearly as far-fetched as 
might be thought. Gordon D. Fee demonstrates quite convincingly that the giving of 
the Spirit is the eschatological fulfillment of Christ’s incarnation. Fee, God’s Empow-
ering Presence: The Holy Spirit in the Letters of Paul (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 
1994), 803–915. My suggestion is that where Fee uses the phrase “empowered by the 
Spirit,” I suggest the phrase “incarnated by the Spirit” as a means of reinvigorating 
and deepening our conversation about the role of the Spirit not only in theological 
discourse but also as fulfillment of the Great Commission.
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his fullness. It is my prayer that this book influences the way the 
King equips you as a leader and as you train up other leaders under 
you. I want us to all come to know Christ better and gain deeper 
appreciation and anticipation for his return to take us home to be 
where he is. Amen.
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C H A P T E R  1

The God News of the King 

1 Alexander, The Servant King, 16–17 (see introduction, n. 7).

I will put hostility between you and the woman,

and between your offspring and her offspring.

He will strike your head,

and you will strike his heel.

Genesis 3:15

T he promises of God are the surest words ever spoken. Gen 3:15 
is commonly referred to in theological circles as the proto-

euaggelion or the first messianic promise in Scripture. Here we 
witness for the first time one of the many places in the Bible where 
God declares with great emphasis an I will statement that carries the 
reader from one Testament to the next. In the beginning, God creates 
the man and the woman in his image (Gen 1:27). The creation of 
humankind is truly an act of intimacy. In effect, divinity kisses 
dirt—he brings the man to his lips and breathes the breath of life 
into him, and man becomes a living soul (Gen 2:7). In contrast to the 
somewhat sterile creation account given in Genesis 1, the Genesis 2 
account depicts a deeply personal and intimate connection between 
God and the first human.1 The notion of divine-human intimacy also 
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serves as a template for the sacredness of male-female intimacy, 
which is made full when we give intimacy back to the Holy One. The 
cyclical nature of intimacy was designed by God to be an ongoing, 
everlasting cycle between the Holy Creator and his beloved. We can 
refer to this as the plan of life.2 This perfect environment between 
the lover and his beloved is presented beautifully in the purity of the 
nakedness of the first couple (Gen 2:25).

The original intimacy that permeates Eden, in which the Holy 
One and his beloved interact with one another in complete har-
mony, is disrupted by the serpent when Adam and Eve fall to temp-
tation, eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (3:6), 
and thereby rupture the intimacy provided by God. No longer will 
mankind experience perfect relationships—humanity will painfully 
coexist with one another. Pain and tension will pervade every aspect 
of human life. Adam and Eve are expelled from the garden of Eden 
(3:22–24). In light of all this tragedy, God provides hope—he makes 
the first announcement of The God News when he passionately, 
intensely, and prophetically declares to the serpent and his beloved, 
“I will put hostility between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and her offspring. He will strike your head, and you will 
strike his heel” (3:15, italics added).

The events of Genesis 3 provide much fodder to discover God’s 
mood as he unequivocally says what “I will do!” God displays 
a great deal of emotional content in Gen 3:15, as this is his first 

2 Life, I argue, is the overriding theme of Genesis and consequently the entirety 
of Scripture. Particularly as it leads to eternal life provided in the life, death, and res-
urrection of Jesus. Genesis is authoritative and sets the foundation, theologically, for 
the Holy Writ. The early narrative unit of Genesis has something to say theologically 
regarding the purposes of God for mankind. God’s purpose for creating mankind was 
that man would live with God forever. Death and the ravages of the fall are extremely 
important and cannot be ignored; nevertheless, the plan of life, I suggest, is signifi-
cantly more important.
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announcement of The God News. It is the first announcement that 
the Savior will come, transform, and change everything—it is the 
announcement, albeit in proleptic form, that God himself will come, 
in the seed of the woman, to reverse the effects of the fall. It is the 
very announcement made in Luke 2:11 by the angelic host fulfill-
ing every I will of God in the Old Testament, especially the I wills 
concerning the coming of the great King. As the story unfolds, the 
woman, Eve, seems to have optimism at the birth of Cain—that she 
has given birth to the seed that the Lord had promised,3 that God has 
fulfilled what he said he would do.4

“Listen, Israel; The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your strength. These words that I am giving 
you today are to be in your heart.” (Deut 6:4–6)

3 Commentators such as E. W. Bullinger suggest that Eve considered that God 
had in fact allowed her to give birth to the promised seed. Bullinger contends that the 
Hebrew of Gen 4:1, where she exclaims, “I have gotten a man from the Lord,” is ’ish 
eth Jehovah, meaning “a man even Jehovah.” (See notes from Bullinger on this text 
in The Companion Bible, 8.) Bullinger further suggests that the fulfillment of this first 
announcement is directly connected to the words of the angelic host in Luke 2:11—
that the seed of the woman has come in the birth of Jesus—thus fulfilling The God 
News of Gen 3:15. Additionally, the notes by commentators of the English Standard 
Version Study Bible (Crossway, 2008) suggest that Eve at minimum had optimism 
at the births of Cain and Seth (see notes on verses 4:1–25 on pp. 57 and 59), that the 
works of the serpent will yet be overthrown by her offspring.

4 One of the most important and powerful studies one can engage in is complet-
ing an in-depth study of all the text in Scripture that utilizes the phrase “I will.” By 
studying this phrase, one will discover not only the importance of knowing God’s 
promises for the collective good of his people but also the severity of knowing, 
experientially, his judgment for disobedience. For example, see Gen 12:1–3; 17:5–8, 
16–21; 18:14 and 22:15–18. See also, Exod 3:6–15; 6:1–8 and Jer 29:10–14; 31:1–3, 
27–34 (first announcement of the new covenant), and lastly, but not limited to Ezek 
34–36:36 and 37:5–14.



Leadership by the Book

16

An Afrocentric Canonical-Leadership Hermeneutic

5 Afrocentric Canonical-Leadership Hermeneutics is the process uniquely 
inspired by African American theologians and preachers that engages one’s entire 
soul and spirit in the process of preaching. The Bible calls us to love God with all our 
heart, mind, soul, and strength (Deut 6:4–5; see Matt 22:37–40). I submit that King-
dom leaders lead from this same mode of conscientious-sensorial leadership. That 
is, leadership in Christ’s kingdom involves one’s entire being. Leadership then is the 
displaying of a leader’s love relationship with the Holy One and loving others; that 
is, as he or she loves God. Conscientious-sensorial leadership is adapted from Henry 
T. Mitchell. See note on Henry T. Mitchell below regarding conscientious-sensorial 
preaching. See also Clarence Jordan, The Cotton Patch Version of Matthew and John 
(Piscataway, NJ: New Century, 1970).

6 In this vein, see the work of Kevin J. Vanhoozer, The Drama of Scripture: 
A Canonical Linguistic Approach to Christian Theology (Louisville: WJK, 2005). 
Craig G. Bartholomew and Michael W. Goheen, The Drama of Scripture: Finding 
our Place in the Biblical Story (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2004). And the 
edited volume by David Gibson and Jonathan Gibson, From Heaven He Sought Her: 

The presentation of The God News is an all-encompassing 
endeavor—one that involves our entire being—that is, our whole 
soul. Theologians of the African diaspora throughout the world are 
known for capturing the intellectual-emotional side of the Scriptures 
uniquely through what I call Afrocentric Canonical- Leadership 
Hermeneutics.5 Most notable among these great theologians are the 
late James Earl Massey, Clarence Jordan, E. K. Bailey, and Gardner 
C. Taylor, as well as eminent theologian preachers such as Rob-
ert Smith Jr., Claybon Lea Jr., Ken Fentress, Celucien Joseph, and 
Charlie Dates. What makes them great theologians and great leaders 
is their ability to rightly ascertain the intellectual depth of the text, 
as well as their ability to capture the emotional content of the text. 
Black theologians, like the ones mentioned here, are to be consid-
ered on par with other theologians of renown—particularly, with 
those who espouse the concept of the drama of Scripture.6
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Part of the strength of the theologians of the African diaspora is 
that they were able to make an intellectual, emotive, theological, and 
symphonic connection to the Scripture through Abraham, Moses, 
and the exodus so that there is a confluence of our whole being 
which informs our ecclesiology, missiology, soteriology, and lead-
ership. Simultaneously, the Black theologian makes the intellectual, 
emotive, theological, and symphonic connection as the people of 
God so that the trajectory of our leadership hermeneutically car-
ries us personally from Gen 12:1–3 to the second great exodus (Isa 
11:11–12) through to Rev 22:21.7

It is important to recognize that biblical leadership involves 
one’s entire being—including the whole scope of human emotion. 
The notion of whole-self involvement in the delivery of the text 
is found in what Henry T. Mitchell, well-known as the father of 
African American preaching, construes as conscientious-sensorial 
preaching.8 Mitchell’s view of conscientious-sensorial preaching 
argues that preaching happens when all the preacher’s senses are 
engaged in the delivery of The God News so that the hearer can 
engage all of their senses in the reception of it.

Definite Atonement in Historical, Biblical, Theological, and Pastoral Perspective 
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013).

7 African American theologian Robert Smith Jr. suggests that the African Amer-
ican, and others of the African diaspora, connect wholistically to the proclamation of 
the Word of God as the fruit of our oppression. Smith argues that that God infuses a 
kind of intimacy into the soul of the oppressed in a manner that is special and distinct 
from what he does in the life of those who have not been systematically oppressed. 
Robert Smith Jr. and Charles T. Carter, interview by author (Birmingham: Samford, 
2022).

8 See Henry H. Mitchell, Black Preaching: The Recovery of a Powerful Art 
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1990).
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Mood-Voice Relationship

One of the avenues of biblical interpretation I teach is what I refer to 
as the mood-voice relationship. Simply put, the mood-voice relation-
ship denotes the deep emotional content of what the text of Scripture 
is communicating so that one experiences a conscientious-sensorial 
(emotional) content of the Author. Yahweh, the Holy Creator of the 
universe—the Author of Scripture—is an emotive God. The text of 
Scripture, I suggest, reveals the emotion of God.

This hermeneutic seeks to discern emotional specificity by ask-
ing questions of the text such as what might be the sound of the 
speaker’s voice and what might be the drama of Scripture discover-
able in a particular pericope. And, given the reality that the text of 
Scripture was written according to the literary and social conven-
tions of the ancient Near East, it is important to capture the setting 
of life of the persons and places contained in the text. We ascertain 
emotional specificity historically from the text—for example, who 
is speaking, who is the audience, and how they are experiencing 
what is happening. Moreover, the mood-voice relationship seeks to 
discover not only what is being said but also the tone with which the 
speaker is communicating their message. It also seeks to uncover 
the desired response, through acts of obedience, but also the feelings 
one has in response to the command of God. We seek to discover 
and identify the Sitz im Leben or the “setting in life.” This is done by 
discovering the internal realities and the emotional conditions that 
permeate the people in Scripture.

For instance, I regularly ask my students how God’s voice 
sounded in Gen 1:3. I also ask what his emotional content was 
when he said, “Let there be light.” I always make sure both male 
and female students stand up in class and speak as if they were 
God. Obviously, no one knows how the Creator sounds and what 
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his emotional state was when he first spoke—we especially do not 
make doctrinal conclusions based on the mood-voice context—but 
it helps us to grasp the Sitz im Leben in Scripture when we can expe-
rientially place ourselves in the text.9 Genesis alone is filled with 
stories of intrigue and drama that rival any modern “who done it?” 
Think of what it would involve reenacting such episodes as Jacob’s 
(and his mother’s) deception of Isaac and Esau. Or what about the 
rape of Dinah and the response of Simeon and Levi, her brothers?

Place yourself in the story of Judah and Tamar. Here, God kills 
Judah’s sons because they act wickedly. What was Judah feeling 
when God killed his sons? God slays one of Judah’s boys, specif-
ically for not fulfilling the levirate vow toward Tamar. By way of 
intrigue, Judah goes into what he thinks is a prostitute and is not able 
to pay her for rendered services; he unwittingly impregnates Tamar 
and demands that she be burned to death when he learns of the preg-
nancy, but subsequently learns of his own unrighteousness and her 
righteousness (38:6–26). Simply put, to miss the emotional content 
of these stories in Genesis is to miss a significant portion of Scrip-
ture’s context. Will Kynes, a noted Old Testament scholar, offers 
that “grasping the emotional content of the Text is crucial to prop-
erly understanding it. As well, the Hebrew language is filled with 
emotional variants in the words themselves.”10 If we are missing that 

9 Here I draw on two concepts from Walter C. Kaiser’s principlizing method and 
what he calls the ladder of abstraction. The reader of Scripture must build a bridge 
from the text to life. See Walter C. Kaiser, “A Principalizing Model” in Four Views on 
Moving Beyond the Bible to Theology, ed. Stanley N. Gundry and Gary T. Meadors 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009), 11, 24.

10 Conversation with Will Kynes, January 6, 2021, Samford University. 
For a broader investigation of the Hebrew language and variant means to trans-
late it, see also: Suohkrie Kesolenuo, “Abraham, Israel and The Nations: The 
Implications of Abraham’s Blessing for The Nations,” (MTh thesis, MCD Uni-
versity of Divinity, 2015), https://repository.divinity.edu.au/entities/publication 
/f3da14ff-81b6-4f9d-b6ef-1d379388df4a/full.
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much of the emotional context in the first book, which sets the stage 
for the rest of the Bible, then we risk going astray for the remainder 
of the Bible and missing the drama that continues to this very day!

11 For an expanded list of “Ten Characteristics of the Promise-Plan of God,” see 
Kaiser, The Promise-Plan of God, 19–25 (see introduction, n. 10).

Yahweh’s Rule in the Old Testament

We now focus our attention on the most important issue for our pur-
poses—that Yahweh is the sovereign Ruler of the Old Testament and 
is the same King in the New Testament. Moreover, the entire Old 
Testament displays Yahweh as the great King. Jesus’s announcement 
that “the kingdom of heaven has come near!” is the culmination of 
The God News (Matt 3:2). The idea of Yahweh as the sovereign 
Ruler of Israel and the entire universe is not new to the New Testa-
ment. Kaiser emphasizes this point in his monumental work, The 
Promise-Plan of God: A Biblical Theology of the Old and New Tes-
taments, where he spells out ten characteristics of the promise-plan 
of God as one promise from Genesis to Revelation.11 The prom-
ise that Yahweh is the sovereign King of all the universe is explicit 
throughout the Old Testament. In the Psalms, we read, “The Lord 
has established his throne in the heavens; And his sovereignty rules 
over all” (103:19, NASB1995; see also 96:10; 97:1). Both Isaiah and 
Jeremiah, without equivocation, write that “Heaven is [Yahweh’s] 
throne and the earth is [his] footstool” (Isa 66:1, NASB1995); and 
he, Yahweh, is “King of the nations” (Jer 10:7). The book of Daniel 
is noteworthy for exclaiming the sovereign rule of the Most High 
and the Ancient of Days who inherits an everlasting kingdom. Dan-
iel proclaims, “His kingdom is an eternal kingdom, and his domin-
ion is from generation to generation” (4:3b, see also Dan 7; Zeph 
3:15–20; Zech 9:9, 14:8–9, 16–17, 20; and Mal 1:14).
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Hope for the Future Coming of the Great King

12 Thomas F. Torrance, Incarnation: The Person and Life of Christ (Downers 
Grove: IVP Academic, 2008).

All through the Old Testament the Holy One provides glimmers 
that the hope of Israel, the great King, will come based on the pro-
found fulfillment of the first and last of Yahweh’s I wills. A few shin-
ing glimmers of Israel’s hope for the great King are seen in Deut 
17:14–20, the story of Ruth and the offspring born to her, and the 
covenantal promise of Yahweh to provide a “forever King” to sit on 
Israel’s throne in 2 Sam 7:11b–16, 25–29.

We see clearly through the Minor Prophets that the Holy One 
continues to be prophesied of—the Hope of Ages will soon come 
to Israel. We read further of the promise of Solomon and the (few) 
righteous kings who follow. First and Second Kings and all the 
messianic promises of God found in the Psalms (e.g., Pss 1–2; 8; 
22–24:7–10; 40:6–10) show from Gen 3:15 that God in truth is ful-
filling his word of promise.

The King Made Manifest

The sure attestation of the Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John, in conjunction with the book of Acts—is that Jesus of Nazareth 
is the risen King of glory, God himself in the flesh (Matt 2:2; 27:37; 
Mark 1:1; 15:38–39; Luke 2:8–14; 23:38; John 1:14–34; 20:18–31; 
and Acts 1:1–8).12 The New Testament’s overarching theology cen-
ters around Jesus’s life and ministry as King of the kingdom of God; 
his preaching and healing ministry point to the reality that he super-
sedes nature and rules over demons.

For instance, in Mark 5:1–20, Jesus encounters a man who 
lives in the tombs. The man is wild and fearsome to the people from 
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the town. Scripture recounts that “no one was able to restrain him 
anymore—not even with a chain” (Mark 5:4). The man cries out to 
Jesus, “What do you have to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God? I beg you before God, don’t torment me!” (Mark 5:7). The 
demons inside the man ask Jesus to cast them into the herd of pigs 
nearby instead of casting them out of the region. Jesus commands 
the demons to do so, and the man is set free. This story reveals the 
power of Jesus over dark forces and the demons’ acknowledgment 
of Jesus’s lordship.

Additionally, Jesus himself and others identify him as the Son 
of Man and Son of David (Mark 8:32; Luke 18:38). In Matthew 9, 
as Jesus is healing a paralytic, he says, “‘For which is easier: to say, 
“Your sins are forgiven,” or to say “Get up and walk”? But so that 
you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins’—then he told the paralytic, ‘Get up, take your stretcher, and go 
home’” (vv. 5–7). As he displays his power over physical healing, he 
also asserts his identity as the prophesied Son of Man.

Brian Vickers, in his article, “The Kingdom of God in Paul’s 
Gospel,” asserts that Jesus of Nazareth is the one true living God 
incarnate and the thrust of Paul’s theology. He writes, “At the heart 
of Paul’s concept of the kingdom of God is the risen enthroned 
Christ. Without suggesting yet another ‘center’ of Paul’s theology, it 
is safe to say that the reality of the reigning Christ is a key compo-
nent of Paul’s theology.”13

13 Brian Vickers, “The Kingdom of God in Paul’s Gospel,” SBTS Journal of 
Theology 12, no. 1 (Spring 2008), 52–65.

The Rule and Reign of the Risen King

Space and purpose do not allow me to cover the dramatic expanse 
of Old Testament history revealing how the seed of the woman 
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will become the Hope of Israel. With all the drama, murder, and 
intrigue found in the Old Testament, who would have thought God’s 
announcement in Gen 3:15 would culminate in The God News of 
the New Testament? The transformative news consists of the One 
who died, rose from the dead, ascended into heaven, and is coming 
back again.

As leaders, it is essential to acknowledge the reign of Christ 
as Lord from the beginning to the end of Scripture because of the 
quintessential impact the truth has on the form of Kingdom leader-
ship. In the kingdom of God, leaders are called to lead others from 
a submissive followership of Jesus. Leaders are chosen, like Abra-
ham, Moses, and David, to be humble followers of Christ the King 
who point to the transformative truth of the gospel.
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