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INTRODUCTION

This book is about nearness. And moments.
Particularly, it’s about one moment in time when the nearness 

of God was made manifest to our weary world through the wondrous 
birth of His only begotten Son.

It’s also about many other moments written to us in the pages of 
Scripture. Moments that remind us over and over again that God’s 
fatherly desire has always been to draw near to us, His children, 
regardless of how rebellious we become and how resolute we are to 
create distance from Him. 

Before we can blink, January will arrive, and Christmastime will 
have faded into memory as the New Year beckons us back to our 
detached and divided lives. My hope is that this book will help you 
spend some time reflecting on all the moments God has been near to 
you over the past year. Maybe it was difficult to trace His heart during 
some of the more turbulent times you experienced. Maybe you had 
moments where God seemed aloof and His presence felt obscured 
because of some heartbreaking occurrences that painted the year with 
an unwanted depth of sadness and sobriety. 

Whatever the moment, God has given us the gift of hindsight to 
see that, through it all, He was with us in it all. As the hope and prom-
ise of Christmas begins its yearly sparkle, would you look back with 
me for a moment so we can look forward in hope to all the unknown 
moments that are already known by our loving and gracious Lord? 
Moments that we attempt to recapture every December as the hustle 
and bustle of Christmastime threaten to dim the bright promise the 
holiday is intended to reflect, which is that we have been visited by the 
God who is with us.

Merry Christmas to you and yours,

Ronnie Martin
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ADVENT DAY 1

BEFORE THE FOUNDATION

In the beginning, God . . .

GENESIS 1:1 

Before you read another word.
Look up from the page, and spend some time reflecting on 

these origin words from the book of Genesis: In the beginning, God. 
Most of the time, you would have already wandered ahead without 
contemplating why God chose to begin all of Scripture with these par-
ticular, and maybe even peculiar, words. 

What thoughts spring to mind as you consider the words In the 
beginning, God? Maybe images of a darkened, murky, uncreated world 
without landscapes, architecture, animals, or humans. Maybe the 
word beginning recalls the opening scenes of a memorable film or the 
first pages of a favorite novel. Perhaps it is difficult for you to imagine 
what a beginning even looked like before God spoke our world into 
being? What is most important for us is not necessarily what it was like 
before God began forming the world, but that God was already there. 
Before He supernaturally declared the world into existence from an 
unimaginable nothingness, God was. 

As we allow ourselves a few moments to imagine the beginning of 
our world, perhaps the most significant detail to note is that Scripture 
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doesn’t allow us to imagine it without the presence of God. Before 
anything, there was something: God. Even more astonishingly, before 
the beginning ever was, God had already chosen you to be a necessary 
part of it. 

He chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world. (Eph. 1:4a).

As a songwriter, I get ideas for lyrics and melodies in abstract and 
unique ways that seem to defy any sort of objective formula or rational 
explanation. As much as I wish inspiration would come prepackaged 
in a monthly subscription, it insists on being more ghostlike in nature. 
Before a lyric or melody is conceived or composed in my conscious-
ness, an image will materialize from any variety of sources to comprise 
the grain of a song that will someday become realized in recorded 
fruition. 

Very incompletely, this illustrates our chosen-ness by God. Before 
He had ever composed the opening notes that would comprise His 
creation song, He had imagined you in His unfathomably infinite mind 
to “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over every living thing that moves on the earth” (Gen. 1:28). Equally 
as thought-provoking is this stunning realization: not only did God 
choose you before He chose the world He would create, but He also 
planned what our purpose would be as His chosen people. 

. . . that we should be holy and blameless before him. 
(Eph. 1:4b)

To be a chosen son or daughter of God is to become holy and 
blameless, or to say it another way, set apart before Him and for Him. 
The reason God chose you to be holy and blameless is because He can 
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only make His home with those who are set apart and righteous like 
Himself. 

Of course, God knew that when He chose you, another decision 
had to be made to ensure that His presence with you would remain.  

In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as 
sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will. (Eph. 1:5)

So there it is. That troublesome word, in all of its winsome and 
wintry glory: predestine. 

It makes some of us either mildly or wildly uncomfortable, but 
what the apostle Paul intended when he wrote to the church in 
Ephesus was not to begin a theological debate but to assure them that 
belonging to God didn’t happen by some random stroke of luck. No, 
God loved us before He made us and planned to adopt us because 
the sinful status we were born into meant God wasn’t automatically 
our Father at birth. So to be predestined means that in the beginning 
God meant for you to be His, and for Him to be with you because He 
imagined you, loved you, chose you, planned for you, and purposed to 
be with you. 

Forever. 
So as you look with either happy anticipation or nervous dread 

toward Christmas and New Year’s, remember that none of your begin-
nings will begin in the absence of God’s presence. In the same way that 
God was present before He created the world, God will continue to go 
before you in all things. This helps remind you that all those beginning 
things that cause so much fear, unrest, and anxiety will not be entered 
into alone or carried out in isolation. 

Before your beginning, God had already begun planning your cre-
ation and salvation. And He has plans for this new beginning as well. 



PAUSE, PONDER, AND PRAY
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ADVENT DAY 2

CLOTHED BY GOD

And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife 

garments of skins and clothed them.

GENESIS 3:21 

Ponder for a moment what it must have been like to be clothed by 
God. Hours earlier, heartbreaking words had been introduced into 

the dictionary of the world—fear, guilt, and shame. Lying in ruins were 
two grief-stricken souls from our original family of origin. A sorrowful 
man and woman who could now only possess memories of the ageless 
energy, undimmed joy, and childlike contentment that would remain 
unachieved by innumerable generations of sons and daughters from 
that day forth.

For those of us familiar with the tragic chapter of Adam and 
Eve, it’s hard to read this end portion of the story and not feel the 
nakedness and regret that was surely emanating from their heartsick 
souls. Sin had entered the door of the world, and Adam and Eve were 
responsible for creating it. We can all reflect on a story in our lives 
that we wish we could reverse—an unwise decision that changed the 
course of our existence forever or an unkind word that harmed a dear 
relationship that has never been repaired. Adam and Eve had experi-
enced a utopian earth that they and their offspring would no longer 
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get to enjoy. Contemplating the enormity of this loss must have been 
overwhelming. 

Still, will you wonder with me for a minute? Because maybe there 
is a more hopeful way for us to read and receive this verse? A more 
redemptive perspective would be to notice how God did not abandon 
Adam and Eve in their cataclysmic loss of innocence but showed 
His most fatherly love for them by clothing them in their newfound 
nakedness. 

I remember when I was a toddler and my mother would give me 
and my little brother a bath during the winter months of Southern 
California when it would dip down to frigid sixty-degree temperatures. 
We would step out of the bath dripping wet and teeth chattering, and 
she would wrap a towel around each of us before we ran like banshees 
down the stairs to the fireplace, where we would sit in our miniature 
rocking chairs as the warmth of the embers thawed our shivering 
limbs. Like Adam and Eve, we weren’t left in the coldness of our 
nakedness. We had been covered. Clothed. 

As you find yourself at the end of another year that may have 
exposed your own nakedness, how might you like to be “clothed”? 
Maybe you already bear the weight of another twelve months that 
you feel were squandered by bad luck and unfortunate circumstances. 
Perhaps you look back and see so many missed opportunities and a 
New Year that would be so much different had you just made some 
wiser decisions. Or maybe you feel disappointed because you had 
hoped for something new on the horizon that never materialized. It 
could be that you experienced some profound loss, and you are enter-
ing January with the stark realization that loneliness and limitations 
are once again your unwanted companions. 

What you’ll find from our heavenly Father is One who wants to 
clothe you. He wants to cover the fear, guilt, and shame that charac-
terized the past year and threatens to repeat the pattern as the New 
Year beckons. In either the quiet or the cacophony of this present 
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moment, we remember that the same God who clothed and covered 
Adam and Eve in their guilt and shame will not leave you unclothed in 
yours. 

As you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in 
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by 
whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (1 Cor. 1:7–9)

You are covered. 



PAUSE, PONDER, AND PRAY
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