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introduction
Have you ever wondered if the stories and places in the Bible 

are real? Do you wonder how people lived during Jesus’ time on 

earth? Me too. So it’s exciting to learn about real pieces of the 

past that reveal the truth about who Jesus is and why He came. 

Over the last several decades many amazing discoveries have 

been made in Israel that provide solid evidence that the stories in 

the Bible are real!  

Archaeologists have compared archaeology (the study of 

human history through the discovery and exploration of remains 

such as pottery, tools, buildings, etc.) to working a puzzle without 

the picture on the lid. They search for the right pieces or clues 

to the past to help them learn about people and how they lived. 

Sometimes they must very carefully dig and brush away layers of 

dirt just to find a small piece of pottery or an artifact. Then they 

continue to search for more pieces until they find enough pieces 

to put together and start forming a picture. Just like working a 

puzzle! The whole picture may not be clear at first, but if they 

keep searching, eventually all the pieces fit together.

Sometimes searching for the truth about Jesus feels like work-

ing a puzzle without seeing the whole picture too! But Jeremiah 

29:13 tells us that if we seek and search with all our hearts, we 

will find Him. As you dig into these devotions, you will uncover the 

truth about who Jesus is, why He came, and how He lived. 
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Prep for the Dig 
Use these expert tips to help you use this devotional and dig 

deeper into God’s Word (the Bible). 

SURVEY THE SITE—Look around your home and find the perfect 

site to pull away and study each devotion. Maybe it’s the family 

room, a bedroom, or a cozy spot on the porch. Anywhere you can 

have some quiet, uninterrupted time will work.

GRAB THE RIGHT TOOLS—Stock your site with this devotional, 

a Bible, pen or pencils, and a highlighter. A small notebook or 

journal might come in handy to record any additional thoughts or 

discoveries you make. 

EXCAVATE—Read the Scripture verse and the devotion. Think 

about what the verse tells you about Jesus and how it applies 

to you. 

CATALOG YOUR FINDS—Record your thoughts, feelings, and 

ideas about what you read. 
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11
Seek and Find

You will seek me and find me when you search 
for me with all your heart.—Jeremiah 29:13

Do you like to play hide-and-seek? How about searching for 

lost treasure? Have you ever searched for something that you 

misplaced, like a favorite toy? How long would you search for 

a missing toy? A pet? Money? Sometimes how hard and how 

long we search is based on how much we value the thing we are 

searching for. If it is a beloved pet or maybe money, we often put 

in a lot of effort to find it. Sometimes searching is fun, like finding 

a friend in a game of hide-and-seek. But sometimes searching 

can be hard, especially if you can’t find what you are looking for. 

God wants us to know and believe in His Son, Jesus. The Bible 

promises if we look for Him with all our hearts, we will find Him. 

Jesus is the most important thing we will ever search for, and the 

best news is that He wants to be found!
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Pray
Thank God that He doesn’t want to stay hidden from 

you; He wants you to find and know His Son, Jesus. 

Ask God to help you keep searching and seeking 

with all your heart. 

Dig Deeper
Read these verses and fill in the blanks to discover what God has 

to say about seeking Him.

1 Chronicles 16:11  Seek Him _____________.

Psalm 119:2    Seek Him with __________. 

Matthew 6:33   Seek Him ______________.

Note: You can check your answers on page 208.
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22
The Good Shepherd

The Lord is my shepherd;  
I have what I need.—Psalm 23:1

We don’t often think about shepherds much today, but being a 

shepherd was one of the main jobs in Jesus’ time. A shepherd 

often spent a lot of time alone in fields watching over a bunch of 

unruly sheep. He made sure the sheep went in the right direction 

to find the best fields for grazing and water to drink. He kept the 

sheep safe from predators such as wolves. Shepherds provided 

all the things the sheep needed to live.

Psalm 23 is often titled “The Good Shepherd.” Go ahead and 

check your Bible to see if that title is used. Do you know who the 

Good Shepherd is? That’s right, the Good Shepherd is Jesus! Just 

like a shepherd cares for his flock and gives the sheep everything 

they need, Jesus cares for His flock—us! Notice I said, “every-

thing they need” not everything they want. Jesus is our Shepherd. 

He keeps us safe, He directs our paths, and He supplies all our 

needs.  
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Pray
Read over the list you made describing a good shep-

herd and your list of needs. Ask God to provide for 

each of the things you listed, in His time and in the 

way that is best. Thank Jesus for caring for you and 

all your needs.

Dig Deeper
Read John 10:11–16 to learn about a time when Jesus again 

described Himself as the Good Shepherd. In the space below, list 

the different ways Jesus describes a shepherd in these verses. 

Write down some of the things you need below. When you 

feel worried that you may not have some of the things you listed, 

quote Psalm 23:1 to yourself as a reminder that Jesus is your 

Shepherd and will take care of you. 

   A Good Shepherd              Things I Need
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33
At Just the Right Time

For a child will be born for us, a son 
will be given to us.—Isaiah 9:6

Hannah was excited. Her birthday was coming, and she couldn’t 

wait to celebrate with her friends. She and her mom had been 

planning for weeks. They mailed out invitations, ordered a cake, 

and bought decorations. But it seemed like the days and weeks 

before her party were going by so slowly. Each day seemed like a 

month. Hannah thought the day of her party would never arrive. 

Waiting can be hard. But imagine waiting about seven hun-

dred years for something to happen. Talk about time passing 

slowly! That’s exactly what happened from the time Isaiah told 

the people of Israel that Jesus would be born until the time it hap-

pened. You can read about Jesus’ birth in Matthew 1. God waited 

until just the right time to send Jesus to be our Savior. God’s tim-

ing is perfect. He had a plan. He knew since time began that He 

would send Jesus, His Son, to earth to save us from our sins. God 

has a plan for you too. Even though waiting can be hard, you can 

be sure that God will fulfill His plan for you at just the right time!
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Pray
When you feel like things aren’t happening in time, 

remember that God’s timing is perfect. Ask God to 

help you wait for Him to show you His plan. Thank 

Him for sending Jesus to be our Savior. 

Dig Deeper
Part of God’s plan for your life is to believe Jesus is His Son—that 

He came, lived a perfect life, and died on the cross as punishment 

for our sin—and to trust Jesus as your Savior. Maybe that time 

has already come; if so, write about how that happened below. If 

not, it’s okay to wait for God’s perfect timing. He will let you know 

when the time is right. Until then, write down some questions you 

have about trusting Jesus. 
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44
What’s in a Name?

He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.—Isaiah 9:6

My friend Thomas is called Junior by his family because he and 

his dad have the exact same name and he is younger. My friend, 

Josie is named after her Grandma Josephine. And my friend Red, 

well her name is really Molly, but everyone calls her Red because 

she has red hair. We have all been given a name and sometimes 

even a nickname. Names sometimes tell people a little about who 

we are or where we come from.

Jesus is called by many names, and each one tells us some-

thing about who He is. In Isaiah 9 we see several different names 

that describe who Jesus is. He is the Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Eternal Father, and Prince of Peace, but that is not all 

He is. Before Jesus was born, an angel told Joseph to name the 

baby Jesus, which means He would save His people from their 

sins (Matthew 1:21). In Isaiah 7:14, God says His name will be 

Immanuel, which means God with us (Matthew 1:23). Immanuel 

is one of my favorite names for Jesus because it reminds me that 

He is with us; we are never alone. 
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Dig Deeper
Ask your parents about how you got your name or nickname. 

Write each letter of your name one under the other in the space 

below. Next to each letter write a word that describes who you 

are or what you do that starts with that letter. For example, if your 

name is Thomas you might write the word thoughtful next to the T.  

Pray
Thank God that Jesus is the Savior who will save His 

people and for always being with us. Pray for your 

friends and family by name. Thank God for placing 

each of them in your life.  
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Artifact Check
The last two devotions came from the book of Isaiah. You may 

remember that Isaiah wrote about Jesus seven hundred years 

before He was born, and that was more than two thousand years 

ago. With all the time that has passed, you may find it hard to 

believe that the book of Isaiah or even the Bible itself is real. But 

did you know archaeologists have found actual proof, the kind 

that you can see and touch, proving that the things described in 

Isaiah are real?  

In the late 1940s, a shepherd made an amazing discovery in a 

cave in Qumran (an area close to the Dead Sea). The shepherd had 

left his flock to look for a stray goat. As he was searching, he came 

across a cave. He threw a rock into the cave and was surprised 

to hear breaking pottery. What he discovered was a collection of 

pottery jars. Inside the pottery jars were seven scrolls that were the 

first discoveries of what became known as the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

One of the scrolls—the Great Isaiah Scroll—dated back to about 

125 BC and contained all sixty-six chapters of Isaiah. That’s right, 

the very same book you were just reading verses from!  

Over the next ten years, more caves were discovered with more 

scrolls and fragments. And another cave was found just a few years 

ago! Altogether, the Dead Sea Scrolls include more than 100,000 
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scrolls and fragments from 900 different texts in three different 

languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. Only about a quarter of 

the texts were books of the Old Testament, and copies of every 

book were found except for Esther. These amazing discoveries are 

just part of the artifacts archaeologists have examined that prove 

the events written about in the Bible are true. 

  




