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“Here they come! Here they come!”
Sammy called to his friends.

“Is everyone ready  
for the fun to begin?”
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The kids laughed and played while exploring the land.   
They spotted a trail of fresh tracks in the sand.

Jackrabbit peeked out with her wiggling nose, 
while Dove fluttered down in her very best pose. 

Each kid took a snapshot of Sammy—or two! 
Then they scurried to find other fun things to do.
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As Sammy sat watching, his arms slowly slumped. 
He wanted to run and skip, burrow and jump. 

He twisted and  
turned, pulling  
hard at his roots. 

He lost quite a few  
of his flowers and fruits.

But he couldn’t move.  
Not an inch. Not a one.

His heart broke a bit  
in that afternoon sun.

“I’m no good,” he said.  
“Why, that’s easy to see.

I am sticky stuck here. 
I’m just stuck being me.”
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“If I tiptoed like Tortoise, 
I’d creep all around.

Or with Bat’s mighty claws, 
I could sleep upside down.

If I climbed rocky cliffs,  
I would leap like Bobcat!

Oh, to burrow ’neath worms, 
just like Kangaroo Rat!” 
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“Yes . . . I am sticky and stuck.  
What a GREAT way to be!

I’m here for a reason.  
The Lord planted me.

I don’t soar or slither. I can’t creep or fly. 
But my friends have now helped me  
to understand why. 

We each have a purpose—that’s easy to see. 
God made YOU to be YOU and ME to be ME!”
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God made YOU to be YOU . . .  
and ME to be ME!

Sammy the saguaro cactus is stuck. Snake can slither.
Hawk can soar. Jackrabbit can hop. But Sammy? He must  
stay planted in one place, which he does not care for one bit.

But could there be a reason God made Sammy like this?  
Join Sammy as he discovers that the unique ways God  
designed him are meant to help his community of friends! 

A story about learning the importance of being  
yourself, God Made You to Be You is sure to delight 
and encourage young readers with the reminder  
that God has a special purpose for each of us!

Jamie Ivey loves creating things that help people
believe the truths about who God made them to be. 
She does this mostly through her popular podcast, 
The Happy Hour with Jamie Ivey, and through multiple 
books for women. Now she’s taking this passion to 
a younger generation. As a mama to four kids, she 
knows the value of kids learning early on that God 
made them to be themselves! Her whole family plus 
two dogs live in Austin, Texas.
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