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4   |   NUMBERS  1 

The Census of Israel

1  The  L ORD  spoke  to Mo ses  in  the  tent  of meet ing  in  the Wil-
der ness  of Si nai,  on  the  first  day  of  the sec ond  month  of  the 

sec ond  year af ter Is ra el’s de par ture  from  the  land  of  Egypt: 
² “ Take  a cen sus  of  the en tire Is ra el ite com mu ni ty  by  their  clans 
 and  their ancestral fam i lies, count ing  the  names  of ev ery  male 
 one  by  one. ³  You  and Aar on  are  to reg is ter  those  who  are twen-
ty  years  old  or  more  by  their mil i tary di vi sions  —  ev ery one 
 who  can  serve  in Is ra el’s  army. ⁴  A  man  from  each  tribe  is  to  be 
 with  you,  each  one  the  head  of  his an ces tral fam i ly. ⁵  These  are 
 the  names  of  the  men  who  are  to as sist  you:
  Elizur son of Shedeur from Reuben;
 ⁶ Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai from Simeon;
 ⁷ Nahshon son of Amminadab from Judah;
 ⁸ Nethanel son of Zuar from Issachar;
 ⁹ Eliab son of Helon from Zebulun;
 ¹⁰ from the sons of Joseph:
  Elishama son of Ammihud from Ephraim,
  Gamaliel son of Pedahzur from Manasseh;
 ¹¹ Abidan son of Gideoni from Benjamin;
 ¹² Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai from Dan;
 ¹³ Pagiel son of Ochran from Asher;
 ¹⁴ Eliasaph son of Deuel from Gad;
 ¹⁵ Ahira son of Enan from Naphtali.
¹⁶  These  are  the  men  called  from  the com mu ni ty;  they  are lead-
ers  of  their an ces tral  tribes,  the  heads  of Is ra el’s  clans.”

¹⁷  So Mo ses  and Aar on  took  these  men  who  had  been des ig-
nat ed  by  name, ¹⁸  and  they as sem bled  the  whole com mu ni ty  on 
 the  first  day  of  the sec ond  month.  They re cord ed  their an ces try 
 by  their  clans  and  their an ces tral fam i lies, count ing  one  by  one 
 the  names  of  those twen ty  years  old  or  more, ¹⁹  just  as  the  L ORD 
com mand ed Mo ses.  He reg is tered  them  in  the Wil der ness  of 
Si nai:
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6   |   NUMBERS  1 

²⁰  The de scen dants  of Reu ben,  the first born  of Is ra el: ac-
cord ing  to  their fam i ly rec ords  by  their  clans  and  their an-
ces tral fam i lies, count ing  one  by  one  the  names  of ev ery 
 male twen ty  years  old  or  more, ev ery one  who  could  serve 
 in  the  army, ²¹  those reg is tered  for  the  tribe  of Reu ben num-
bered 46,500.

²²  The de scen dants  of Sim e on: ac cord ing  to  their fam i ly rec-
ords  by  their  clans  and  their an ces tral fam i lies,  those reg is-
tered count ing  one  by  one  the  names  of ev ery  male twen ty 
 years  old  or  more, ev ery one  who  could  serve  in  the  army, 
²³  those reg is tered  for  the  tribe  of Sim e on num bered 59,300.

²⁴  The de scen dants  of  Gad: ac cord ing  to  their fam i ly rec-
ords  by  their  clans  and  their an ces tral fam i lies, count ing 
 the  names  of  those twen ty  years  old  or  more, ev ery one  who 
 could  serve  in  the  army, ²⁵  those reg is tered  for  the  tribe  of 
 Gad num bered 45,650.

²⁶  The de scen dants  of Ju dah: ac cord ing  to  their fam i ly rec-
ords  by  their  clans  and  their an ces tral fam i lies, count ing 
 the  names  of  those twen ty  years  old  or  more, ev ery one  who 
 could  serve  in  the  army, ²⁷  those reg is tered  for  the  tribe  of 
Ju dah num bered 74,600.

²⁸  The de scen dants  of Is sa char: ac cord ing  to  their fam i ly 
rec ords  by  their  clans  and  their an ces tral fam i lies, count ing 
 the  names  of  those twen ty  years  old  or  more, ev ery one  who 
 could  serve  in  the  army, ²⁹  those reg is tered  for  the  tribe  of 
Is sa char num bered 54,400.

³⁰  The de scen dants  of Zeb u lun: ac cord ing  to  their fam i ly 
rec ords  by  their  clans  and  their an ces tral fam i lies, count ing 
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8   |   NUMBERS  1 

 the  names  of  those twen ty  years  old  or  more, ev ery one  who 
 could  serve  in  the  army, ³¹  those reg is tered  for  the  tribe  of 
Zeb u lun num bered 57,400.

³²  The de scen dants  of Jo seph:

 The de scen dants  of Ephra im: ac cord ing  to  their fam i ly rec-
ords  by  their  clans  and  their an ces tral fam i lies, count ing 
 the  names  of  those twen ty  years  old  or  more, ev ery one  who 
 could  serve  in  the  army, ³³  those reg is tered  for  the  tribe  of 
Ephra im num bered 40,500.

³⁴  The de scen dants  of Ma nas seh: ac cord ing  to  their fam i ly 
rec ords  by  their  clans  and  their an ces tral fam i lies, count ing 
 the  names  of  those twen ty  years  old  or  more, ev ery one  who 
 could  serve  in  the  army, ³⁵  those reg is tered  for  the  tribe  of 
Ma nas seh num bered 32,200.

³⁶  The de scen dants  of Ben ja min: ac cord ing  to  their fam i ly 
rec ords  by  their  clans  and  their an ces tral fam i lies, count ing 
 the  names  of  those twen ty  years  old  or  more, ev ery one  who 
 could  serve  in  the  army, ³⁷  those reg is tered  for  the  tribe  of 
Ben ja min num bered 35,400.

³⁸  The de scen dants  of  Dan: ac cord ing  to  their fam i ly rec-
ords  by  their  clans  and  their an ces tral fam i lies, count ing 
 the  names  of  those twen ty  years  old  or  more, ev ery one  who 
 could  serve  in  the  army, ³⁹  those reg is tered  for  the  tribe  of 
 Dan num bered 62,700.

⁴⁰  The de scen dants  of Ash er: ac cord ing  to  their fam i ly rec-
ords  by  their  clans  and  their an ces tral fam i lies, count ing 
 the  names  of  those twen ty  years  old  or  more, ev ery one  who 
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 could  serve  in  the  army, ⁴¹  those reg is tered  for  the  tribe  of 
Ash er num bered 41,500.

⁴²  The de scen dants  of Naph ta li: ac cord ing  to  their fam i ly 
rec ords  by  their  clans  and  their an ces tral fam i lies, count ing 
 the  names  of  those twen ty  years  old  or  more, ev ery one  who 
 could  serve  in  the  army, ⁴³  those reg is tered  for  the  tribe  of 
Naph ta li num bered 53,400.

⁴⁴  These  are  the  men Mo ses  and Aar on reg is tered,  with  the 
as sis tance  of  the  twelve lead ers  of Is ra el;  each rep re sent ed 
 his an ces tral fam i ly. ⁴⁵  So  all  the Is ra el ites twen ty  years  old  or 
 more, ev ery one  who  could  serve  in Is ra el’s  army,  were reg is-
tered  by  their an ces tral fam i lies. ⁴⁶  All  those reg is tered num-
bered 603,550.

Duties of the Levites
⁴⁷  But  the Le vites  were  not reg is tered  with  them  by  their an-
ces tral  tribe. ⁴⁸  For  the  L ORD  had  told Mo ses, ⁴⁹ “ Do  not reg is-
ter  or  take  a cen sus  of  the  tribe  of  Levi  with  the oth er Is ra el ites. 
⁵⁰ Ap point  the Le vites  over  the tab er na cle  of  the tes ti mo ny,  all 
 its fur nish ings,  and ev ery thing  in  it.  They  are  to trans port  the 
tab er na cle  and  all  its ar ti cles,  take  care  of  it,  and  camp  around 
 it. ⁵¹ When ev er  the tab er na cle  is  to  move,  the Le vites  are  to  take 
 it  down,  and when ev er  it  is  to  stop  at  a campsite,  the Le vites 
 are  to  set  it  up.  Any un au tho rized per son  who  comes  near  it  is 
 to  be  put  to  death.

⁵² “ The Is ra el ites  are  to  camp  by  their mil i tary di vi sions,  each 
 man  with  his encampment  and un der  his ban ner. ⁵³  The Le vites 
 are  to  camp  around  the tab er na cle  of  the tes ti mo ny  and  watch 
 over  it,  so  that  no  wrath  will  fall  on  the Is ra el ite com mu ni ty.” 
⁵⁴  The Is ra el ites  did ev ery thing  just  as  the  L ORD  had com mand-
ed Mo ses.
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Organization of the Camps

2   The  L ORD  spoke  to Mo ses  and Aar on: ² “ The Is ra el ites  are 
 to  camp un der  their respective ban ners be side  the flags  of 

 their an ces tral fam i lies.  They  are  to  camp  around  the  tent  of 
meet ing  at  a dis tance  from  it:

³ Ju dah’s mil i tary di vi sions  will  camp  on  the  east  side to-
ward  the sun rise un der  their ban ner.  The lead er  of  the de-
scen dants  of Ju dah  is Nah shon  son  of Am min a dab. ⁴  His 
mil i tary di vi sion num bers 74,600. ⁵  The  tribe  of Is sa char  will 
 camp  next  to  it.  The lead er  of  the Is sa char ites  is Ne than-
el  son  of  Zuar. ⁶  His mil i tary di vi sion num bers 54,400. ⁷  The 
 tribe  of Zeb u lun  will  be  next.  The lead er  of  the Zeb u lun ites 
 is Eli ab  son  of He lon. ⁸  His mil i tary di vi sion num bers 57,400. 
⁹  The to tal num ber  in  their mil i tary di vi sions  who be long  to 
Ju dah’s encampment  is 186,400;  they  will  move  out  first.

¹⁰ Reu ben’s mil i tary di vi sions  will  camp  on  the  south  side 
un der  their ban ner.  The lead er  of  the Reu ben ites  is Eli-
zur  son  of Shed e ur. ¹¹  His mil i tary di vi sion num bers 46,500. 
¹²  The  tribe  of Sim e on  will  camp  next  to  it.  The lead er  of  the 
Sim e on ites  is She lu mi el  son  of Zu ri shad dai. ¹³  His mil i tary 
di vi sion num bers 59,300. ¹⁴  The  tribe  of  Gad  will  be  next.  The 
lead er  of  the Gad ites  is Eli a saph  son  of Deu el. ¹⁵  His mil i-
tary di vi sion num bers 45,650. ¹⁶  The to tal num ber  in  their 
mil i tary di vi sions  who be long  to Reu ben’s encampment  is 
151,450;  they  will  move  out sec ond.

¹⁷  The  tent  of meet ing  is  to  move  out  with  the Le vites’  camp, 
 which  is  in  the mid dle  of  the  camps.  They  are  to  move  out 
 just  as  they  camp,  each  in  his  place,  with  their ban ners.

¹⁸ Ephra im’s mil i tary di vi sions  will  camp  on  the  west 
 side un der  their ban ner.  The lead er  of  the Ephra im ites  is 
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