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4   |   NEHEMIAH  1 

1  The  words  of Ne he mi ah  son  of Hac a li ah:

News from Jerusalem
Dur ing  the  month  of Chislev  in  the twen ti eth  year,  when  I  was 
 in  the for tress  city  of  Susa, ² Ha na ni,  one  of  my broth ers, ar-
rived  with  men  from Ju dah,  and  I ques tioned  them  about Je-
ru sa lem  and  the Jew ish rem nant  that  had sur vived  the ex ile. 
³  They  said  to  me, “ The rem nant  in  the prov ince,  who sur vived 
 the ex ile,  are  in  great trou ble  and dis grace. Je ru sa lem’s  wall 
 has  been bro ken  down,  and  its  gates  have  been  burned.”

Nehemiah’s Prayer
⁴  When  I  heard  these  words,  I  sat  down  and  wept.  I  mourned 
 for  a num ber  of  days, fast ing  and pray ing be fore  the  God  of  the 
heav ens. ⁵  I  said,

 L ORD,  the  God  of  the heav ens,  the  great  and awe-inspiring 
 God  who  keeps  his gra cious cov enant  with  those  who  love 
 him  and  keep  his com mands, ⁶  let  your  eyes  be  open  and 
 your  ears  be attentive  to  hear  your ser vant’s  prayer  that  I 
 now  pray  to  you  day  and  night  for  your ser vants,  the Is ra el-
ites.  I con fess  the  sins  we  have com mit ted  against  you.  Both 
 I  and  my fa ther’s fam i ly  have  sinned. ⁷  We  have act ed cor-
rupt ly to ward  you  and  have  not  kept  the com mands, stat-
utes,  and or di nances  you  gave  your ser vant Mo ses. ⁸  Please 
re mem ber  what  you com mand ed  your ser vant Mo ses: “ If 
 you  are un faith ful,  I  will scat ter  you  among  the peo ples. 
⁹  But  if  you re turn  to  me  and care ful ly ob serve  my com-
mands,  even  though  your ex iles  were ban ished  to  the far-
thest ho ri zon,  I  will gath er  them  from  there  and  bring  them 
 to  the  place  where  I  chose  to  have  my  name  dwell.” ¹⁰  They 
 are  your ser vants  and  your peo ple.  You re deemed  them  by 
 your  great pow er  and  strong  hand. ¹¹  Please,  Lord,  let  your 
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6   |   NEHEMIAH  1

 ear  be attentive  to  the  prayer  of  your ser vant  and  to  that  of 
 your ser vants  who de light  to re vere  your  name.  Give  your 
ser vant suc cess to day,  and  grant  him com pas sion  in  the 
pres ence  of  this  man.

 At  the  time,  I  was  the  king’s cup bear er.

Nehemiah Sent to Jerusalem

2  Dur ing  the  month  of Ni san  in  the twen ti eth  year  of  King 
Ar ta xer xes,  when  wine  was  set be fore  him,  I  took  the  wine 

 and  gave  it  to  the  king.  I  had nev er  been  sad  in  his pres ence, ²  so 
 the  king  said  to  me, “ Why do you look so sad,  when  you  aren’t 
 sick?  This  is noth ing  but sad ness  of  heart.”

 I  was over whelmed  with  fear ³  and re plied  to  the  king, “ May 
 the  king  live for ev er!  Why  should  I  not  be  sad  when  the  city 
 where  my an ces tors  are bur ied  lies  in ru ins  and  its  gates  have 
 been de stroyed  by  fire? ”

⁴  Then  the  king  asked  me, “ What  is  your re quest? ”
 So  I  prayed  to  the  God  of  the heav ens ⁵  and an swered  the 

 king, “ If  it pleas es  the  king,  and  if  your ser vant  has  found fa vor 
 with  you,  send  me  to Ju dah  and  to  the  city  where  my an ces tors 
 are bur ied,  so  that  I  may re build  it.”

⁶  The  king,  with  the  queen seat ed be side  him,  asked  me, “ How 
 long  will  your jour ney  take,  and  when  will  you re turn? ”  So  I 
 gave  him  a defi  nite  time,  and  it  pleased  the  king  to  send  me.

⁷  I  also  said  to  the  king, “ If  it pleas es  the  king,  let  me  have let ters 
writ ten  to  the gov er nors  of  the re gion  west  of  the Eu phra tes Riv er, 
 so  that  they  will  grant  me  safe pas sage un til  I  reach Ju dah. ⁸  And 
 let  me  have  a let ter writ ten  to  Asaph, keep er  of  the  king’s for est, 
 so  that  he  will  give  me tim ber  to re build  the  gates  of  the tem ple’s 
for tress,  the  city  wall,  and  the  home  where  I  will  live.”  The  king 
grant ed  my re quests,  for  the gra cious  hand  of  my  God  was  on  me.

⁹  I  went  to  the gov er nors  of  the re gion  west  of  the Eu phra tes 
 and  gave  them  the  king’s let ters.  The  king  had  also  sent off i cers 
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8   |   NEHEMIAH  2 

 of  the infantry  and cav al ry  with  me. ¹⁰  When San bal lat  the Hor-
o nite  and To bi ah  the Am mon ite off i cial  heard  that some one 
 had  come  to pur sue  the pros per i ty  of  the Is ra el ites,  they  were 
great ly dis pleased.

Preparing to Rebuild the Walls
¹¹ Af ter  I ar rived  in Je ru sa lem  and  had  been  there  three  days, 
¹²  I  got  up  at  night  and  took  a  few  men  with  me.  I  didn’t  tell any-
one  what  my  God  had  laid  on  my  heart  to  do  for Je ru sa lem.  The 
 only an i mal  I  took  was  the  one  I  was rid ing. ¹³  I  went  out  at  night 
 through  the Val ley  Gate to ward  the Ser pent’s  Well  and  the  Dung 
 Gate,  and  I in spect ed  the  walls  of Je ru sa lem  that  had  been bro-
ken  down  and  its  gates  that  had  been de stroyed  by  fire. ¹⁴  I  went 
 on  to  the Foun tain  Gate  and  the  King’s  Pool,  but far ther  down  it 
be came  too nar row  for  my an i mal  to  go  through. ¹⁵  So  I  went  up 
 at  night  by  way  of  the val ley  and in spect ed  the  wall.  Then head-
ing  back,  I en tered  through  the Val ley  Gate  and re turned. ¹⁶  The 
off i cials  did  not  know  where  I  had  gone  or  what  I  was do ing,  for 
 I  had  not  yet  told  the  Jews,  priests, no bles, off i cials,  or  the  rest  of 
 those  who  would  be do ing  the  work. ¹⁷  So  I  said  to  them, “ You  see 
 the trou ble  we  are  in. Je ru sa lem  lies  in ru ins  and  its  gates  have 
 been  burned.  Come,  let’s re build Je ru sa lem’s  wall,  so  that  we  will 
 no lon ger  be  a dis grace.” ¹⁸  I  told  them  how  the gra cious  hand  of 
 my  God  had  been  on  me,  and  what  the  king  had  said  to  me.

 They  said, “ Let’s  start re build ing,”  and  their  hands  were 
strength ened  to  do  this  good  work.

¹⁹  When San bal lat  the Hor o nite, To bi ah  the Am mon ite off i-
cial,  and Ge shem  the  Arab  heard  about  this,  they  mocked  and 
de spised  us,  and  said, “ What  is  this  you’re do ing?  Are  you re-
bel ling  against  the  king? ”

²⁰  I  gave  them  this re ply, “ The  God  of  the heav ens  is  the  one 
 who  will  grant  us suc cess.  We,  his ser vants,  will  start build ing, 
 but  you  have  no  share,  right,  or his tor ic  claim  in Je ru sa lem.”
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10   |   NEHEMIAH  3 

Rebuilding the Walls

3   The  high  priest Eli a shib  and  his fel low  priests be gan re-
build ing  the  Sheep  Gate.  They ded i cat ed  it  and in stalled 

 its  doors. Af ter build ing  the  wall  to  the Tow er  of  the Hun dred 
 and  the Tow er  of Han a nel,  they ded i cat ed  it. ²  The  men  of Jer i-
cho  built  next  to Eli a shib,  and  next  to  them Zac cur  son  of  Imri 
 built.

Fish Gate
³  The  sons  of Has se na ah  built  the  Fish  Gate.  They  built  it  with 
 beams  and in stalled  its  doors,  bolts,  and  bars. ⁴  Next  to  them 
Mer e moth  son  of Uri ah,  son  of Hak koz,  made re pairs. Be side 
 them Me shul lam  son  of Ber e chi ah,  son  of Me shez a bel,  made 
re pairs.  Next  to  them Za dok  son  of Ba a na  made re pairs. ⁵ Be-
side  them  the Te ko ites  made re pairs,  but  their no bles  did  not 
 lift  a fin ger  to  help  their su per vi sors.

Old Gate, Broad Wall, and Tower of the Ovens
⁶ Joi a da  son  of Pa se ah  and Me shul lam  son  of Bes o de iah re-
paired  the  Old  Gate.  They  built  it  with  beams  and in stalled  its 
 doors,  bolts,  and  bars. ⁷  Next  to  them  the re pairs  were  done  by 
Mel a ti ah  the Gib e on ite, Ja don  the Me ron o thite,  and  the  men 
 of Gib e on  and Miz pah,  who  were un der  the au thor i ty  of  the 
gov er nor  of  the re gion  west  of  the Eu phra tes Riv er. ⁸ Af ter  him 
Uz zi el  son  of Har ha iah,  the gold smith,  made re pairs,  and  next 
 to  him Han a ni ah  son  of  the per fum er  made re pairs.  They re-
stored Je ru sa lem  as  far  as  the  Broad  Wall.

⁹  Next  to  them Re pha iah  son  of  Hur, rul er  of  half  the dis trict 
 of Je ru sa lem,  made re pairs. ¹⁰ Af ter  them Je da iah  son  of Ha ru-
maph  made re pairs  across  from  his  house.  Next  to  him Hat tush 
 the  son  of Hash ab ne i ah  made re pairs. ¹¹ Mal chi jah  son  of Ha-
rim  and Has shub  son  of Pahath-moab  made re pairs  to an oth-
er sec tion,  as  well  as  to  the Tow er  of  the Ov ens. ¹² Be side  him 
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12   |   NEHEMIAH  3 

Shal lum  son  of Hal lo hesh, rul er  of  half  the dis trict  of Je ru sa-
lem,  made re pairs  —   he  and  his daugh ters.

Valley Gate, Dung Gate, and Fountain Gate
¹³ Ha nun  and  the in hab i tants  of Za no ah re paired  the Val ley 
 Gate.  They re built  it  and in stalled  its  doors,  bolts,  and  bars, 
 and re paired  five hun dred  yards  of  the  wall  to  the  Dung  Gate. 
¹⁴ Mal chi jah  son  of Re chab, rul er  of  the dis trict  of Beth-hac-
cherem, re paired  the  Dung  Gate.  He re built  it  and in stalled  its 
 doors,  bolts,  and  bars.

¹⁵ Shal lun  son  of Col-hozeh, rul er  of  the dis trict  of Miz pah, re-
paired  the Foun tain  Gate.  He re built  it  and  roofed  it.  Then  he 
in stalled  its  doors,  bolts,  and  bars.  He  also  made re pairs  to  the 
 wall  of  the  Pool  of She lah  near  the  king’s gar den,  as  far  as  the 
 stairs  that de scend  from  the  city  of Da vid.

¹⁶ Af ter  him Ne he mi ah  son  of Az buk, rul er  of  half  the dis trict 
 of  Beth-zur,  made re pairs  up  to  a  point op po site  the  tombs  of 
Da vid,  as  far  as  the artificial  pool  and  the  House  of  the War-
riors. ¹⁷  Next  to  him  the Le vites  made re pairs un der Re hum  son 
 of  Bani. Be side  him Hash a bi ah, rul er  of  half  the dis trict  of Ke-
i lah,  made re pairs  for  his dis trict. ¹⁸ Af ter  him  their fel low Le-
vites  made re pairs un der Bin nui  son  of Hen a dad, rul er  of  half 
 the dis trict  of Ke i lah. ¹⁹  Next  to  him  Ezer  son  of Jesh ua, rul er  of 
Miz pah,  made re pairs  to an oth er sec tion op po site  the as cent  to 
 the ar mory  at  the An gle.

The Angle, Water Gate, and Tower on Ophel
²⁰ Af ter  him Bar uch  son  of Zab bai dil i gent ly re paired an oth-
er sec tion,  from  the An gle  to  the  door  of  the  house  of  the  high 
 priest Eli a shib. ²¹ Be side  him Mer e moth  son  of Uri ah,  son  of 
Hak koz,  made re pairs  to an oth er sec tion,  from  the  door  of Eli-
a shib’s  house  to  the  end  of  his  house. ²²  And  next  to  him  the 
 priests  from  the sur round ing  area  made re pairs.
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