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4   |   JUDGES  1 

Judah’s Leadership against the Canaanites

1 Af ter  the  death  of Josh ua,  the Is ra el ites in quired  of  the  L ORD, 
“ Who  will  be  the  first  to  fight  for  us  against  the Ca naan ites? ”

²  The  L ORD an swered, “Ju dah  is  to  go.  I  have hand ed  the  land 
 over  to  him.”

³ Ju dah  said  to  his broth er Sim e on, “ Come  with  me  to  my al-
lot ted ter ri to ry,  and  let’s  fight  against  the Ca naan ites.  I  will  also 
 go  with  you  to  your al lot ted ter ri to ry.”  So Sim e on  went  with 
 him.

⁴  When Ju dah at tacked,  the  L ORD hand ed  the Ca naan ites  and 
Per iz zites  over  to  them.  They  struck  down  ten thou sand  men  in 
Be zek. ⁵  They  found Ad o ni-be zek  in Be zek,  fought  against  him, 
 and  struck  down  the Ca naan ites  and Per iz zites.

⁶  When Ad o ni-be zek  fled,  they pur sued  him,  caught  him, 
 and  cut  off  his  thumbs  and  big  toes. ⁷ Ad o ni-be zek  said, “Sev-
en ty  kings  with  their  thumbs  and  big  toes  cut  off  used  to  pick 
 up  scraps un der  my ta ble.  God  has re paid  me  for  what  I  have 
 done.”  They  brought  him  to Je ru sa lem,  and  he  died  there.

⁸  The  men  of Ju dah  fought  against Je ru sa lem, cap tured  it,  put 
 it  to  the  sword,  and  set  the  city  on  fire. ⁹ Af ter ward,  the  men 
 of Ju dah  marched  down  to  fight  against  the Ca naan ites  who 
 were liv ing  in  the  hill coun try,  the Ne gev,  and  the Ju de an foot-
hills. ¹⁰ Ju dah  also  marched  against  the Ca naan ites  who  were 
liv ing  in He bron (He bron  was for mer ly  named Kiriath-arba). 
 They  struck  down She shai, Ahi man,  and Tal mai. ¹¹  From  there 
 they  marched  against  the res i dents  of De bir (De bir  was for-
mer ly  named Kiriath-sepher).

¹² Ca leb  said, “Who ev er at tacks  and cap tures Kiriath-sepher, 
 I  will  give  my daugh ter Ach sah  to  him  as  a  wife.” ¹³  So Oth ni el 
 son  of Ke naz, Ca leb’s youn gest broth er, cap tured  it,  and Ca leb 
 gave  his daugh ter Ach sah  to  him  as  his  wife.

¹⁴  When  she ar rived,  she per suad ed Oth ni el  to  ask  her fa ther 
 for  a  field.  As  she  got  off  her don key, Ca leb  asked  her, “ What  do 
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6   |   JUDGES  1 

 you  want? ” ¹⁵  She an swered  him, “ Give  me  a bless ing.  Since  you 
 have giv en  me  land  in  the Ne gev,  give  me  springs  also.”  So Ca leb 
 gave  her  both  the up per  and low er  springs.

¹⁶  The de scen dants  of  the Ke nite, Moses’s father-in-law,  had 
 gone  up  with  the  men  of Ju dah  from  the  City  of  Palms  to  the 
Wil der ness  of Ju dah,  which  was  in  the Ne gev  of  Arad.  They 
 went  to  live  among  the peo ple.

¹⁷ Ju dah  went  with  his broth er Sim e on,  struck  the Ca naan-
ites  who  were liv ing  in Ze phath,  and com plete ly de stroyed  the 
 town.  So  they  named  the  town Hor mah. ¹⁸ Ju dah cap tured  Gaza 
 and  its ter ri to ry, Ash ke lon  and  its ter ri to ry,  and Ek ron  and  its 
ter ri to ry. ¹⁹  The  L ORD  was  with Ju dah  and en abled  them  to  take 
pos ses sion  of  the  hill coun try,  but  they  could  not  drive  out  the 
peo ple  who  were liv ing  in  the plain be cause  those peo ple  had 
 iron char i ots.

²⁰ Ju dah  gave He bron  to Ca leb,  just  as Mo ses  had prom ised. 
 Then Ca leb  drove  out  the  three  sons  of  Anak  who  lived  there.

Benjamin’s Failure
²¹  At  the  same  time  the Ben ja min ites  did  not  drive  out  the Jeb-
u sites  who  were liv ing  in Je ru sa lem.  The Jeb u sites  have  lived 
 among  the Ben ja min ites  in Je ru sa lem  to  this  day.

Success of the House of Joseph
²²  The  house  of Jo seph  also at tacked Beth el,  and  the  L ORD  was 
 with  them. ²³  They  sent  spies  to Beth el ( the  town  was for mer-
ly  named  Luz). ²⁴  The  spies  saw  a  man com ing  out  of  the  town 
 and  said  to  him, “ Please  show  us  how  to  get  into  town,  and  we 
 will  show  you kind ness.” ²⁵  When  he  showed  them  the  way 
 into  the  town,  they  put  the  town  to  the  sword  but re leased  the 
 man  and  his en tire fam i ly. ²⁶  Then  the  man  went  to  the  land  of 
 the Hit tites,  built  a  town,  and  named  it  Luz.  That  is  its  name 
 still to day.
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8   |   JUDGES  1

Failure of the Other Tribes
²⁷  At  that  time Ma nas seh  failed  to  take pos ses sion  of Beth-she an 
 and Ta a nach  and  their sur round ing vil lages,  or  the res i dents  of 
 Dor, Ib le am,  and Me gid do  and  their sur round ing vil lages;  the 
Ca naan ites  were de ter mined  to  stay  in  this  land. ²⁸  When Is ra el 
be came stron ger,  they  made  the Ca naan ites  serve  as  forced la-
bor  but nev er  drove  them  out com plete ly.

²⁹  At  that  time Ephra im  failed  to  drive  out  the Ca naan ites 
 who  were liv ing  in Ge zer,  so  the Ca naan ites  have  lived  among 
 them  in Ge zer.

³⁰ Zeb u lun  failed  to  drive  out  the res i dents  of Kit ron  or  the 
res i dents  of Na ha lol,  so  the Ca naan ites  lived  among  them  and 
 served  as  forced la bor.

³¹ Ash er  failed  to  drive  out  the res i dents  of  Acco  or  of Si don, 
 or Ah lab, Ach zib, Hel bah,  Aphik,  or Re hob. ³²  The Ash er ites 
 lived  among  the Ca naan ites  who  were liv ing  in  the  land, be-
cause  they  failed  to  drive  them  out.

³³ Naph ta li  did  not  drive  out  the res i dents  of Beth-she mesh 
 or  the res i dents  of  Beth-anath.  They  lived  among  the Ca naan-
ites  who  were liv ing  in  the  land,  but  the res i dents  of Beth-she-
mesh  and  Beth-anath  served  as  their  forced la bor.

³⁴  The Am o rites  forced  the Dan ites  into  the  hill coun try  and 
 did  not al low  them  to  go  down  into  the val ley. ³⁵  The Am o rites 
 were de ter mined  to  stay  in Har-heres, Ai ja lon,  and Sha al bim. 
 When  the  house  of Jo seph  got  the up per  hand,  the Am o rites 
 were  made  to  serve  as  forced la bor. ³⁶  The ter ri to ry  of  the Am-
o rites ex tend ed  from  the Scor pi ons’ As cent,  that  is  from  Sela 
up ward.

Pattern of Sin and Judgment

2   The an gel  of  the  L ORD  went  up  from Gil gal  to Bo chim  and 
 said, “ I  brought  you  out  of  Egypt  and  led  you  into  the  land 

 I  had prom ised  to  your ancestors.  I  also  said:  I  will nev er  break 
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10   |   JUDGES  2 

 my cov enant  with  you. ²  You  are  not  to  make  a cov enant  with 
 the in hab i tants  of  this  land.  You  are  to  tear  down  their al tars. 
 But  you  have  not  obeyed  me.  What  have  you done? ³ There fore, 
 I  now  say:  I  will  not  drive  out  these peo ple be fore  you.  They  will 
 be  thorns  in  your  sides,  and  their  gods  will  be  a  trap  for  you.” 
⁴  When  the an gel  of  the  L ORD  had spo ken  these  words  to  all  the 
Is ra el ites,  the peo ple  wept loud ly. ⁵  So  they  named  that  place 
Bo chim  and off ered sac ri fic es  there  to  the  L ORD.

Joshua’s Death
⁶ Pre vi ous ly,  when Josh ua  had  sent  the peo ple  away,  the Is ra el ites 
 had  gone  to  take pos ses sion  of  the  land,  each  to  his  own in her i-
tance. ⁷  The peo ple wor shiped  the  L ORD through out Josh ua’s life-
time  and dur ing  the life times  of  the el ders  who out lived Josh ua. 
 They  had  seen  all  the  L ORD’ s  great  works  he  had  done  for Is ra el.

⁸ Josh ua  son  of  Nun,  the ser vant  of  the  L ORD,  died  at  the  age 
 of  110. ⁹  They bur ied  him  in  the ter ri to ry  of  his in her i tance,  in 
Tim nath-he res,  in  the  hill coun try  of Ephra im,  north  of  Mount 
Ga ash. ¹⁰  That  whole gen er a tion  was  also gath ered  to  their an-
ces tors. Af ter  them an oth er gen er a tion  rose  up  who  did  not 
 know  the  L ORD  or  the  works  he  had  done  for Is ra el.

¹¹  The Is ra el ites  did  what  was  evil  in  the  L ORD’ s  sight.  They 
wor shiped  the  Baals ¹²  and aban doned  the  L ORD,  the  God  of 
 their ancestors,  who  had  brought  them  out  of  Egypt.  They fol-
lowed oth er  gods  from  the sur round ing peo ples  and  bowed 
 down  to  them.  They an gered  the  L ORD, ¹³  for  they aban doned 
 him  and wor shiped  Baal  and  the Ash to reths.

¹⁴  The  L ORD’ s an ger  burned  against Is ra el,  and  he hand-
ed  them  over  to ma raud ers  who raid ed  them.  He  sold  them 
 to  the en e mies  around  them,  and  they  could  no lon ger re sist 
 their en e mies. ¹⁵ When ev er  the Is ra el ites  went  out,  the  L ORD 
 was  against  them  and  brought di sas ter  on  them,  just  as  he  had 
prom ised  and  sworn  to  them.  So  they suff ered great ly.
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12   |   JUDGES  2

¹⁶  The  L ORD  raised  up judg es,  who  saved  them  from  the pow-
er  of  their ma raud ers, ¹⁷  but  they  did  not lis ten  to  their judg es. 
In stead,  they pros ti tut ed them selves  with oth er  gods, bow-
ing  down  to  them.  They quick ly  turned  from  the  way  of  their 
ancestors,  who  had  walked  in obe di ence  to  the  L ORD’ s com-
mands.  They  did  not  do  as  their ancestors  did. ¹⁸ When ev er  the 
 L ORD  raised  up  a  judge  for  the Is ra el ites,  the  L ORD  was  with  him 
 and  saved  the peo ple  from  the pow er  of  their en e mies  while 
 the  judge  was  still  alive.  The  L ORD  was  moved  to  pity when ev-
er  they  groaned be cause  of  those  who  were op press ing  and af-
flicting  them. ¹⁹ When ev er  the  judge  died,  the Is ra el ites  would 
 act  even  more cor rupt ly  than  their ancestors, fol low ing oth er 
 gods  to  serve  them  and  bow  in wor ship  to  them.  They  did  not 
 turn  from  their  evil prac tic es  or  their ob sti nate  ways.

²⁰  The  L ORD’ s an ger  burned  against Is ra el,  and  he de clared, 
“Be cause  this na tion  has vi o lat ed  my cov enant  that  I  made  with 
 their ancestors  and dis obeyed  me, ²¹  I  will  no lon ger  drive  out 
be fore  them  any  of  the na tions Josh ua  left  when  he  died. ²²  I  did 
 this  to  test Is ra el  and  to  see wheth er  or  not  they  would  keep  the 
 L ORD’ s  way  by walk ing  in  it,  as  their ancestors  had.” ²³  The  L ORD 
 left  these na tions  and  did  not  drive  them  out im me di ate ly.  He 
 did  not  hand  them  over  to Josh ua.

The LORD Tests Israel

3   These  are  the na tions  the  L ORD  left  in or der  to  test  all  those 
 in Is ra el  who  had ex pe ri enced  none  of  the  wars  in Ca naan. 

²  This  was  to  teach  the fu ture gen er a tions  of  the Is ra el ites  how 
 to  fight  in bat tle, es pe cial ly  those  who  had  not  fought be fore. 
³  These na tions in clud ed  the  five rul ers  of  the Phi lis tines  and  all 
 of  the Ca naan ites,  the Si do ni ans,  and  the Hi vites  who  lived  in 
 the Lebanese moun tains  from  Mount Baal-her mon  as  far  as  the 
en trance  to Ha math. ⁴  The  L ORD  left  them  to  test Is ra el,  to de ter-
mine  if  they  would  keep  the  L ORD’ s com mands  he  had giv en  their 
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