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4   |   JOSHUA  1 

Encouragement of Joshua

1 Af ter  the  death  of Mo ses  the  L ORD’ s ser vant,  the  L ORD  spoke 
 to Josh ua  son  of  Nun, Moses’s as sis tant: ² “Mo ses  my ser vant 

 is  dead.  Now  you  and  all  the peo ple pre pare  to  cross  over  the 
Jor dan  to  the  land  I  am giv ing  the Is ra el ites. ³  I  have giv en  you 
ev ery  place  where  the  sole  of  your  foot  treads,  just  as  I prom-
ised Mo ses. ⁴  Your ter ri to ry  will  be  from  the wil der ness  and 
Leb a non  to  the  great riv er,  the Eu phra tes Riv er  —   all  the  land 
 of  the Hit tites  —   and  west  to  the Med i ter ra nean  Sea. ⁵  No  one 
 will  be  able  to  stand  against  you  as  long  as  you  live.  I  will  be 
 with  you,  just  as  I  was  with Mo ses.  I  will  not  leave  you  or aban-
don  you.

⁶ “ Be  strong  and cou ra geous,  for  you  will dis trib ute  the 
 land  I  swore  to  their ancestors  to  give  them  as  an in her i tance. 
⁷  Above  all,  be  strong  and  very cou ra geous  to ob serve care ful-
ly  the  whole in struc tion  my ser vant Mo ses com mand ed  you. 
 Do  not  turn  from  it  to  the  right  or  the  left,  so  that  you  will  have 
suc cess wher ev er  you  go. ⁸  This  book  of in struc tion  must  not 
de part  from  your  mouth;  you  are  to med i tate  on  it  day  and 
 night  so  that  you  may care ful ly ob serve ev ery thing writ ten  in 
 it.  For  then  you  will pros per  and suc ceed  in what ev er  you  do. 
⁹  Haven’t  I com mand ed  you:  be  strong  and cou ra geous?  Do  not 
 be  afraid  or dis cour aged,  for  the  L ORD  your  God  is  with  you 
wher ev er  you  go.”

Joshua Prepares the People
¹⁰  Then Josh ua com mand ed  the off i cers  of  the peo ple, ¹¹ “ Go 
 through  the  camp  and  tell  the peo ple, ‘ Get pro vi sions  ready  for 
your selves,  for with in  three  days  you  will  be cross ing  the Jor-
dan  to  go  in  and  take pos ses sion  of  the  land  the  L ORD  your  God 
 is giv ing  you  to in her it.’ ”

¹² Josh ua  said  to  the Reu ben ites,  the Gad ites,  and  half  the  tribe 
 of Ma nas seh, ¹³ “Re mem ber  what Mo ses  the  L ORD’ s ser vant 
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6   |   JOSHUA  1

com mand ed  you  when  he  said, ‘ The  L ORD  your  God  will  give 
 you  rest,  and  he  will  give  you  this  land.’ ¹⁴  Your  wives, de pen-
dents,  and live stock  may re main  in  the  land Mo ses  gave  you  on 
 this  side  of  the Jor dan.  But  your  best sol diers  must  cross  over 
 in bat tle for ma tion  ahead  of  your broth ers  and  help  them ¹⁵ un-
til  the  L ORD  gives  your broth ers  rest,  as  he  has giv en  you,  and 
 they  too pos sess  the  land  the  L ORD  your  God  is giv ing  them. 
 You  may  then re turn  to  the  land  of  your in her i tance  and  take 
pos ses sion  of  what Mo ses  the  L ORD’ s ser vant  gave  you  on  the 
 east  side  of  the Jor dan.”

¹⁶  They an swered Josh ua, “Ev ery thing  you  have com mand ed 
 us  we  will  do,  and ev ery where  you  send  us  we  will  go. ¹⁷  We  will 
 obey  you,  just  as  we  obeyed Mo ses  in ev ery thing. Cer tain ly  the 
 L ORD  your  God  will  be  with  you,  as  he  was  with Mo ses. ¹⁸ Any-
one  who rebels  against  your or der  and  does  not  obey  your 
 words  in  all  that  you com mand  him,  will  be  put  to  death.  Above 
 all,  be  strong  and cou ra geous! ”

Spies Sent to Jericho

2  Josh ua  son  of  Nun se cret ly  sent  two  men  as  spies  from  the 
Aca cia  Grove, say ing, “ Go  and scout  the  land, es pe cial ly 

Jer i cho.”  So  they  left,  and  they  came  to  the  house  of  a pros ti-
tute  named Ra hab,  and  stayed  there.

²  The  king  of Jer i cho  was  told, “ Look,  some  of  the Is ra el ite 
 men  have  come  here to night  to in ves ti gate  the  land.” ³  Then 
 the  king  of Jer i cho  sent  word  to Ra hab  and  said, “ Bring  out  the 
 men  who  came  to  you  and en tered  your  house,  for  they  came 
 to in ves ti gate  the en tire  land.”

⁴  But  the wom an  had tak en  the  two  men  and hid den  them. 
 So  she  said, “ Yes,  the  men  did  come  to  me,  but  I  didn’t  know 
 where  they  were  from. ⁵  At night fall,  when  the  city  gate  was 
 about  to  close,  the  men  went  out,  and  I  don’t  know  where  they 
 were go ing.  Chase af ter  them quick ly,  and  you  can  catch  up 
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8   |   JOSHUA  2 

 with  them! ” ⁶  But  she  had tak en  them  up  to  the  roof  and hid-
den  them  among  the  stalks  of  flax  that  she  had ar ranged  on 
 the  roof. ⁷  The  men pur sued  them  along  the  road  to  the  fords 
 of  the Jor dan,  and  as  soon  as  they  left  to pur sue  them,  the  city 
 gate  was  shut.

The Promise to Rahab
⁸ Be fore  the  men  fell  asleep,  she  went  up  on  the  roof ⁹  and  said 
 to  them, “ I  know  that  the  L ORD  has giv en  you  this  land  and  that 
 the ter ror  of  you  has fall en  on  us,  and ev ery one  who  lives  in  the 
 land  is panicking be cause  of  you. ¹⁰  For  we  have  heard  how  the 
 L ORD  dried  up  the wa ter  of  the  Red  Sea be fore  you  when  you 
 came  out  of  Egypt,  and  what  you  did  to Si hon  and  Og,  the  two 
Am o rite  kings  you com plete ly de stroyed  across  the Jor dan. 
¹¹  When  we  heard  this,  we  lost  heart,  and ev ery one’s cour age 
 failed be cause  of  you,  for  the  L ORD  your  God  is  God  in heav-
en  above  and  on  earth be low. ¹²  Now  please  swear  to  me  by  the 
 L ORD  that  you  will  also  show kind ness  to  my fa ther’s fam i ly, be-
cause  I  showed kind ness  to  you.  Give  me  a  sure  sign ¹³  that  you 
 will  spare  the  lives  of  my fa ther, moth er, broth ers, sis ters,  and 
 all  who be long  to  them,  and  save  us  from  death.”

¹⁴  The  men an swered  her, “ We  will  give  our  lives  for  yours.  If 
 you  don’t re port  our mis sion,  we  will  show kind ness  and faith-
ful ness  to  you  when  the  L ORD  gives  us  the  land.”

¹⁵  Then  she  let  them  down  by  a  rope  through  the win dow, 
 since  she  lived  in  a  house  that  was  built  into  the  wall  of  the  city. 
¹⁶ “ Go  to  the  hill coun try  so  that  the  men pur su ing  you  won’t 
 find  you,”  she  said  to  them. “ Hide  there  for  three  days un til  they 
re turn; af ter ward,  go  on  your  way.”

¹⁷  The  men  said  to  her, “ We  will  be  free  from  this  oath  you 
 made  us  swear, ¹⁸ un less,  when  we en ter  the  land,  you  tie  this 
scar let  cord  to  the win dow  through  which  you  let  us  down. 
 Bring  your fa ther, moth er, broth ers,  and  all  your fa ther’s fam i ly 
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10   |   JOSHUA  2

 into  your  house. ¹⁹  If any one  goes  out  the  doors  of  your  house, 
 his  death  will  be  his  own  fault,  and  we  will  be in no cent.  But  if 
any one  with  you  in  the  house  should  be  harmed,  his  death  will 
 be  our  fault. ²⁰  And  if  you re port  our mis sion,  we  are  free  from 
 the  oath  you  made  us  swear.”

²¹ “ Let  it  be  as  you  say,”  she re plied,  and  she  sent  them  away. 
Af ter  they  had  gone,  she  tied  the scar let  cord  to  the win dow.

²²  So  the  two  men  went  into  the  hill coun try  and  stayed  there 
 three  days un til  the pur su ers  had re turned.  They  searched  all 
 along  the  way,  but  did  not  find  them. ²³  Then  the  men re turned, 
 came  down  from  the  hill coun try,  and  crossed  the Jor dan.  They 
 went  to Josh ua  son  of  Nun  and re port ed ev ery thing  that  had 
hap pened  to  them. ²⁴  They  told Josh ua, “ The  L ORD  has hand ed 
 over  the en tire  land  to  us. Ev ery one  who  lives  in  the  land  is  also 
panicking be cause  of  us.”

Crossing the Jordan

3  Josh ua start ed ear ly  the  next morn ing  and  left  the Aca cia 
 Grove  with  all  the Is ra el ites.  They  went  as  far  as  the Jor dan 

 and  stayed  there be fore cross ing. ² Af ter  three  days  the off i cers 
 went  through  the  camp ³  and com mand ed  the peo ple, “ When 
 you  see  the  ark  of  the cov enant  of  the  L ORD  your  God car ried  by 
 the Le vit i cal  priests,  you  are  to  break  camp  and fol low  it. ⁴  But 
 keep  a dis tance  of  about  a thou sand  yards be tween your selves 
 and  the  ark.  Don’t  go  near  it,  so  that  you  can  see  the  way  to  go, 
 for  you  haven’t trav eled  this  way be fore.”

⁵ Josh ua  told  the peo ple, “Con se crate your selves, be cause  the 
 L ORD  will  do won ders  among  you to mor row.” ⁶  Then  he  said  to 
 the  priests, “Car ry  the  ark  of  the cov enant  and  go  on  ahead  of 
 the peo ple.”  So  they car ried  the  ark  of  the cov enant  and  went 
 ahead  of  them.

⁷  The  L ORD  spoke  to Josh ua: “To day  I  will be gin  to ex alt  you 
 in  the  sight  of  all Is ra el,  so  they  will  know  that  I  will  be  with 
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12   |   JOSHUA  3

 you  just  as  I  was  with Mo ses. ⁸ Com mand  the  priests car ry ing 
 the  ark  of  the cov enant:  When  you  reach  the  edge  of  the wa ter, 
 stand  in  the Jor dan.”

⁹  Then Josh ua  told  the Is ra el ites, “ Come clos er  and lis ten  to 
 the  words  of  the  L ORD  your  God.” ¹⁰  He  said, “ You  will  know  that 
 the liv ing  God  is  among  you  and  that  he  will cer tain ly dis pos-
sess be fore  you  the Ca naan ites, Heth ites, Hi vites, Per iz zites, 
Gir ga shites, Am o rites,  and Jeb u sites ¹¹  when  the  ark  of  the cov-
enant  of  the  Lord  of  the  whole  earth  goes  ahead  of  you  into  the 
Jor dan. ¹²  Now  choose  twelve  men  from  the  tribes  of Is ra el,  one 
 man  for  each  tribe. ¹³  When  the  feet  of  the  priests  who car ry 
 the  ark  of  the  L ORD,  the  Lord  of  the  whole  earth,  come  to  rest  in 
 the Jor dan’s wa ter,  its wa ter  will  be  cut  off.  The wa ter flow ing 
down stream  will  stand  up  in  a  mass.”

¹⁴  When  the peo ple  broke  camp  to  cross  the Jor dan,  the 
 priests car ried  the  ark  of  the cov enant  ahead  of  the peo ple. 
¹⁵  Now  the Jor dan over flows  its  banks through out  the har vest 
sea son.  But  as  soon  as  the  priests car ry ing  the  ark  reached  the 
Jor dan,  their  feet  touched  the wa ter  at  its  edge ¹⁶  and  the wa-
ter flow ing down stream  stood  still, ris ing  up  in  a  mass  that 
ex tend ed  as  far  as  Adam,  a  city  next  to Zar e than.  The wa ter 
flow ing down stream  into  the  Sea  of  the Ar a bah  —   the  Dead 
 Sea  —   was com plete ly  cut  off,  and  the peo ple  crossed op po site 
Jer i cho. ¹⁷  The  priests car ry ing  the  ark  of  the  L ORD’ s cov enant 
 stood firm ly  on  dry  ground  in  the mid dle  of  the Jor dan,  while 
 all Is ra el  crossed  on  dry  ground un til  the en tire na tion  had fin-
ished cross ing  the Jor dan.

The Memorial Stones

4  Af ter  the en tire na tion  had fin ished cross ing  the Jor dan, 
 the  L ORD  spoke  to Josh ua: ² “ Choose  twelve  men  from  the 

peo ple,  one  man  for  each  tribe, ³  and com mand  them:  Take 
 twelve  stones  from  this  place  in  the mid dle  of  the Jor dan 
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