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4   |   JOB  1 

Job and His Family

1  There  was  a  man  in  the coun try  of  Uz  named  Job.  He  was  a 
 man  of com plete in teg ri ty,  who  feared  God  and  turned  away 

 from  evil. ²  He  had sev en  sons  and  three daugh ters. ³  His es-
tate in clud ed sev en thou sand  sheep  and  goats,  three thou sand 
cam els,  five hun dred  yoke  of  oxen,  five hun dred fe male don-
keys,  and  a  very  large num ber  of ser vants.  Job  was  the great est 
 man  among  all  the peo ple  of  the  east.

⁴  His  sons  used  to  take  turns hav ing ban quets  at  their  homes. 
 They  would  send  an in vi ta tion  to  their  three sis ters  to  eat  and 
 drink  with  them. ⁵ When ev er  a  round  of banqueting  was  over, 
 Job  would  send  for  his chil dren  and pu ri fy  them, ris ing ear ly 
 in  the morn ing  to off er  burnt off er ings  for  all  of  them.  For  Job 
 thought, “Per haps  my chil dren  have  sinned, hav ing  cursed  God 
 in  their  hearts.”  This  was  Job’s reg u lar prac tice.

Satan’s First Test of Job
⁶  One  day  the  sons  of  God  came  to pre sent them selves be fore 
 the  L ORD,  and Sa tan  also  came  with  them. ⁷  The  L ORD  asked Sa-
tan, “ Where  have  you  come  from? ”

“ From roam ing  through  the  earth,” Sa tan an swered  him, 
“ and walk ing  around  on  it.”

⁸  Then  the  L ORD  said  to Sa tan, “ Have  you con sid ered  my ser-
vant  Job?  No  one  else  on  earth  is  like  him,  a  man  of per fect in-
teg ri ty,  who  fears  God  and  turns  away  from  evil.”

⁹ Sa tan an swered  the  L ORD, “ Does  Job  fear  God  for noth ing? 
¹⁰  Haven’t  you  placed  a  hedge  around  him,  his house hold,  and 
ev ery thing  he  owns?  You  have  blessed  the  work  of  his  hands, 
 and  his pos ses sions  have in creased  in  the  land. ¹¹  But  stretch 
 out  your  hand  and  strike ev ery thing  he  owns,  and  he  will sure-
ly  curse  you  to  your  face.”

¹² “ Very  well,”  the  L ORD  told Sa tan, “ev ery thing  he  owns  is  in 
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6   |   JOB  1 

 your pow er. How ev er,  do  not  lay  a  hand  on  Job him self.”  So Sa-
tan  left  the  L ORD’ s pres ence.

¹³  One  day  when  Job’s  sons  and daugh ters  were eat ing  and 
drink ing  wine  in  their old est broth er’s  house, ¹⁴  a mes sen-
ger  came  to  Job  and re port ed, “ While  the  oxen  were plow ing 
 and  the don keys graz ing near by, ¹⁵  the Sa be ans swooped  down 
 and  took  them  away.  They  struck  down  the ser vants  with  the 
 sword,  and  I  alone  have es caped  to  tell  you! ”

¹⁶  He  was  still speak ing  when an oth er mes sen ger  came  and 
re port ed, “ God’s  fire  fell  from heav en.  It  burned  the  sheep  and 
 the ser vants  and de voured  them,  and  I  alone  have es caped  to 
 tell  you! ”

¹⁷  That mes sen ger  was  still speak ing  when  yet an oth-
er  came  and re port ed, “ The Chal de ans  formed  three  bands, 
 made  a  raid  on  the cam els,  and  took  them  away.  They  struck 
 down  the ser vants  with  the  sword,  and  I  alone  have es caped 
 to  tell  you! ”

¹⁸  He  was  still speak ing  when an oth er mes sen ger  came  and 
re port ed, “ Your  sons  and daugh ters  were eat ing  and drink ing 
 wine  in  their old est broth er’s  house. ¹⁹ Sud den ly  a pow er ful 
 wind  swept  in  from  the desert  and  struck  the  four cor ners  of 
 the  house.  It col lapsed  on  the  young peo ple  so  that  they  died, 
 and  I  alone  have es caped  to  tell  you! ”

²⁰  Then  Job  stood  up,  tore  his  robe,  and  shaved  his  head.  He 
 fell  to  the  ground  and wor shiped, ²¹ say ing:
  Naked I came from my mother’s womb,
  and naked I will leave this life.
  The LORD gives, and the LORD  

takes away.
  Blessed be the name of the LORD.

²² Through out  all  this  Job  did  not  sin  or  blame  God  for any-
thing.
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Satan’s Second Test of Job

2   One  day  the  sons  of  God  came  again  to pre sent them selves 
be fore  the  L ORD,  and Sa tan  also  came  with  them  to pre sent 

him self be fore  the  L ORD. ²  The  L ORD  asked Sa tan, “ Where  have 
 you  come  from? ”

“ From roam ing  through  the  earth,” Sa tan an swered  him, 
“ and walk ing  around  on  it.”

³  Then  the  L ORD  said  to Sa tan, “ Have  you con sid ered  my ser-
vant  Job?  No  one  else  on  earth  is  like  him,  a  man  of per fect in-
teg ri ty,  who  fears  God  and  turns  away  from  evil.  He  still re tains 
 his in teg ri ty,  even  though  you in cit ed  me  against  him,  to de-
stroy  him  for  no  good rea son.”

⁴ “ Skin  for  skin! ” Sa tan an swered  the  L ORD. “ A  man  will  give 
 up ev ery thing  he  owns  in ex change  for  his  life. ⁵  But  stretch  out 
 your  hand  and  strike  his  flesh  and  bones,  and  he  will sure ly 
 curse  you  to  your  face.”

⁶ “ Very  well,”  the  L ORD  told Sa tan, “ he  is  in  your pow er;  only 
 spare  his  life.” ⁷  So Sa tan  left  the  L ORD’ s pres ence  and in fect ed 
 Job  with ter ri ble  boils  from  the  soles  of  his  feet  to  the  top  of  his 
 head. ⁸  Then  Job  took  a  piece  of bro ken pot tery  to  scrape him-
self  while  he  sat  among  the ash es.

⁹  His  wife  said  to  him, “ Are  you  still hold ing  on  to  your in teg-
ri ty?  Curse  God  and  die! ”

¹⁰ “ You  speak  as  a fool ish wom an  speaks,”  he  told  her. “ Should 
 we ac cept  only  good  from  God  and  not ad ver si ty? ” Through out 
 all  this  Job  did  not  sin  in  what  he  said.

Job’s Three Friends
¹¹  Now  when  Job’s  three  friends  —  El i phaz  the Te man ite, Bil-
dad  the Shu hite,  and Zo phar  the Na a ma thite  —   heard  about  all 
 this ad ver si ty  that  had hap pened  to  him,  each  of  them  came 
 from  his  home.  They  met to geth er  to  go  and sym pa thize  with 
 him  and com fort  him. ¹²  When  they  looked  from  a dis tance, 
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10   |   JOB  2

 they  could bare ly rec og nize  him.  They  wept  aloud,  and  each 
 man  tore  his  robe  and  threw  dust  into  the  air  and  on  his  head. 
¹³  Then  they  sat  on  the  ground  with  him sev en  days  and  nights, 
 but  no  one  spoke  a  word  to  him be cause  they  saw  that  his suf-
fer ing  was  very in tense.

Job’s Opening Speech

3  Af ter  this,  Job be gan  to  speak  and  cursed  the  day  he  was 
 born. ²  He  said:

 ³ May the day I was born perish,
  and the night that said,
  “A boy is conceived.”
 ⁴ If only that day had turned to darkness!
  May God above not care about it,
  or light shine on it.
 ⁵ May darkness and gloom reclaim it,
  and a cloud settle over it.
  May what darkens the day terrify it.
 ⁶ If only darkness had taken that night away!
  May it not appear among the days  

of the year
  or be listed in the calendar.
 ⁷ Yes, may that night be barren;
  may no joyful shout be heard in it.
 ⁸ Let those who curse days
  condemn it,
  those who are ready to rouse Leviathan.
 ⁹ May its morning stars grow dark.
  May it wait for daylight but have none;
  may it not see the breaking of dawn.
 ¹⁰ For that night did not shut
  the doors of my mother’s womb,
  and hide sorrow from my eyes.
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12   |   JOB  3 

 ¹¹ Why was I not stillborn;
  why didn’t I die as I came from the womb?
 ¹² Why did the knees receive me,
  and why were there breasts for me to nurse?
 ¹³ Now I would certainly be lying down in peace;
  I would be asleep.
  Then I would be at rest
 ¹⁴ with the kings and counselors of the earth,
  who rebuilt ruined cities for themselves,
 ¹⁵ or with princes who had gold,
  who filled their houses with silver.
 ¹⁶ Or why was I not hidden  

like a miscarried child,
  like infants who never see daylight?
 ¹⁷ There the wicked cease to make trouble,
  and there the weary find rest.
 ¹⁸ The captives are completely at rest;
  they do not hear a taskmaster’s voice.
 ¹⁹ Both small and great are there,
  and the slave is set free from his master.

 ²⁰ Why is light given to one burdened with grief,
  and life to those whose existence is bitter,
 ²¹ who wait for death, but it does not come,
  and search for it more than for hidden treasure,
 ²² who are filled with much joy
  and are glad when they reach the grave?
 ²³ Why is life given to a man whose path is hidden,
  whom God has hedged in?
 ²⁴ I sigh when food is put before me,
  and my groans pour out like water.
 ²⁵ For the thing I feared has overtaken me,
  and what I dreaded has happened to me.
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