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4   |   GENESIS  1 

The Creation

1  In  the be gin ning  God cre at ed  the heav ens  and  the  earth.
²  Now  the  earth  was form less  and emp ty, dark ness cov ered 

 the sur face  of  the wa tery  depths,  and  the Spir it  of  God  was hov-
er ing  over  the sur face  of  the wa ters. ³  Then  God  said, “ Let  there 
 be  light,”  and  there  was  light. ⁴  God  saw  that  the  light  was  good, 
 and  God sep a rat ed  the  light  from  the dark ness. ⁵  God  called  the 
 light “ day,”  and  the dark ness  he  called “ night.”  There  was  an 
eve ning,  and  there  was  a morn ing:  one  day.

⁶  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  an ex panse be tween  the wa ters, 
separating wa ter  from wa ter.” ⁷  So  God  made  the ex panse  and 
sep a rat ed  the wa ter un der  the ex panse  from  the wa ter  above 
 the ex panse.  And  it  was  so. ⁸  God  called  the ex panse “ sky.” Eve-
ning  came  and  then morn ing:  the sec ond  day.

⁹  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter un der  the  sky  be gath ered 
 into  one  place,  and  let  the  dry  land ap pear.”  And  it  was  so. ¹⁰  God 
 called  the  dry  land “ earth,”  and  the gath er ing  of  the wa ter  he 
 called “ seas.”  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. ¹¹  Then  God  said, 
“ Let  the  earth pro duce veg e ta tion: seed-bearing  plants  and 
 fruit  trees  on  the  earth bear ing  fruit  with  seed  in  it ac cord ing 
 to  their  kinds.”  And  it  was  so. ¹²  The  earth pro duced veg e ta tion: 
seed-bearing  plants ac cord ing  to  their  kinds  and  trees bear ing 
 fruit  with  seed  in  it ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.  And  God  saw  that 
 it  was  good. ¹³ Eve ning  came  and  then morn ing:  the  third  day.

¹⁴  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  lights  in  the ex panse  of  the 
 sky  to sep a rate  the  day  from  the  night.  They  will  serve  as  signs 
 for sea sons  and  for  days  and  years. ¹⁵  They  will  be  lights  in  the 
ex panse  of  the  sky  to pro vide  light  on  the  earth.”  And  it  was 
 so. ¹⁶  God  made  the  two  great  lights  —   the great er  light  to  rule 
 over  the  day  and  the less er  light  to  rule  over  the  night  —   as 
 well  as  the  stars. ¹⁷  God  placed  them  in  the ex panse  of  the  sky  to 
pro vide  light  on  the  earth, ¹⁸  to  rule  the  day  and  the  night,  and 
 to sep a rate  light  from dark ness.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 
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6   |   GENESIS  1 

¹⁹ Eve ning  came  and  then morn ing:  the  fourth  day.
²⁰  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter  swarm  with liv ing crea-

tures,  and  let  birds  fly  above  the  earth  across  the ex panse  of 
 the  sky.” ²¹  So  God cre at ed  the  large sea-creatures  and ev ery liv-
ing crea ture  that  moves  and  swarms  in  the wa ter, ac cord ing  to 
 their  kinds.  He  also cre at ed ev ery  winged crea ture ac cord ing 
 to  its  kind.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. ²²  God  blessed  them: 
“ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply,  and  fill  the wa ters  of  the  seas,  and  let  the 
 birds mul ti ply  on  the  earth.” ²³ Eve ning  came  and  then morn-
ing:  the  fifth  day.

²⁴  Then  God  said, “ Let  the  earth pro duce liv ing crea tures ac-
cord ing  to  their  kinds: live stock, crea tures  that  crawl,  and 
 the wildlife  of  the  earth ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.”  And  it  was 
 so. ²⁵  So  God  made  the wildlife  of  the  earth ac cord ing  to  their 
 kinds,  the live stock ac cord ing  to  their  kinds,  and  all  the crea-
tures  that  crawl  on  the  ground ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.  And 
 God  saw  that  it  was  good.

²⁶  Then  God  said, “ Let  us  make  man  in  our im age, ac cord ing 
 to  our like ness.  They  will  rule  the  fish  of  the  sea,  the  birds  of  the 
 sky,  the live stock,  the  whole  earth,  and  the crea tures  that  crawl 
 on  the  earth.”
 ²⁷ So God created man in his own image;
  he created him in the image of God;
  he created them male and female.
²⁸  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  to  them, “ Be fruit ful, mul-
ti ply,  fill  the  earth,  and sub due  it.  Rule  the  fish  of  the  sea,  the 
 birds  of  the  sky,  and ev ery crea ture  that crawls  on  the  earth.” 
²⁹  God  also  said, “ Look,  I  have giv en  you ev ery seed-bearing 
 plant  on  the sur face  of  the en tire  earth  and ev ery  tree  whose 
 fruit con tains  seed.  This  will  be  food  for  you, ³⁰  for  all  the wild-
life  of  the  earth,  for ev ery  bird  of  the  sky,  and  for ev ery crea ture 
 that crawls  on  the  earth  —  ev ery thing hav ing  the  breath  of  life 
 in  it  —   I  have giv en ev ery  green  plant  for  food.”  And  it  was  so. 
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8   |   GENESIS  1

³¹  God  saw  all  that  he  had  made,  and  it  was  very  good in deed. 
Eve ning  came  and  then morn ing:  the  sixth  day.

2   So  the heav ens  and  the  earth  and ev ery thing  in  them  were 
com plet ed. ²  On  the sev enth  day  God  had com plet ed  his 

 work  that  he  had  done,  and  he rest ed  on  the sev enth  day  from 
 all  his  work  that  he  had  done. ³  God  blessed  the sev enth  day  and 
de clared  it  holy,  for  on  it  he rest ed  from  all  his  work  of cre a tion.

Man and Woman in the Garden
⁴  These  are  the rec ords  of  the heav ens  and  the  earth, con cern-
ing  their cre a tion.  At  the  time  that  the  L ORD  God  made  the  earth 
 and  the heav ens, ⁵  no  shrub  of  the  field  had  yet  grown  on  the 
 land,  and  no  plant  of  the  field  had  yet sprout ed,  for  the  L ORD 
 God  had  not  made  it  rain  on  the  land,  and  there  was  no  man  to 
 work  the  ground. ⁶  But  mist  would  come  up  from  the  earth  and 
wa ter  all  the  ground. ⁷  Then  the  L ORD  God  formed  the  man  out 
 of  the  dust  from  the  ground  and  breathed  the  breath  of  life  into 
 his nos trils,  and  the  man be came  a liv ing be ing.

⁸  The  L ORD  God plant ed  a gar den  in  Eden,  in  the  east,  and 
 there  he  placed  the  man  he  had  formed. ⁹  The  L ORD  God  caused 
 to  grow  out  of  the  ground ev ery  tree pleas ing  in ap pear ance 
 and  good  for  food, in clud ing  the  tree  of  life  in  the mid dle  of  the 
gar den,  as  well  as  the  tree  of  the knowl edge  of  good  and  evil.

¹⁰  A riv er  went  out  from  Eden  to wa ter  the gar den.  From  there 
 it di vid ed  and be came  the  source  of  four riv ers. ¹¹  The  name  of 
 the  first  is Pi shon,  which  flows  through  the en tire  land  of Hav i-
lah,  where  there  is  gold. ¹²  Gold  from  that  land  is  pure; bdel li um 
 and  onyx  are  also  there. ¹³  The  name  of  the sec ond riv er  is Gi-
hon,  which  flows  through  the en tire  land  of  Cush. ¹⁴  The  name 
 of  the  third riv er  is Ti gris,  which  runs  east  of As syr ia.  And  the 
 fourth riv er  is  the Eu phra tes.

¹⁵  The  L ORD  God  took  the  man  and  placed  him  in  the gar-
den  of  Eden  to  work  it  and  watch  over  it. ¹⁶  And  the  L ORD  God 
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10   |   GENESIS  2

com mand ed  the  man, “ You  are  free  to  eat  from  any  tree  of  the 
gar den, ¹⁷  but  you  must  not  eat  from  the  tree  of  the knowl edge 
 of  good  and  evil,  for  on  the  day  you  eat  from  it,  you  will cer-
tain ly  die.” ¹⁸  Then  the  L ORD  God  said, “ It  is  not  good  for  the  man 
 to  be  alone.  I  will  make  a help er cor re spond ing  to  him.” ¹⁹  The 
 L ORD  God  formed  out  of  the  ground ev ery  wild an i mal  and ev-
ery  bird  of  the  sky,  and  brought  each  to  the  man  to  see  what  he 
 would  call  it.  And what ev er  the  man  called  a liv ing crea ture, 
 that  was  its  name. ²⁰  The  man  gave  names  to  all  the live stock,  to 
 the  birds  of  the  sky,  and  to ev ery  wild an i mal;  but  for  the  man 
 no help er  was  found cor re spond ing  to  him. ²¹  So  the  L ORD  God 
 caused  a  deep  sleep  to  come  over  the  man,  and  he  slept.  God 
 took  one  of  his  ribs  and  closed  the  flesh  at  that  place. ²²  Then 
 the  L ORD  God  made  the  rib  he  had tak en  from  the  man  into  a 
wom an  and  brought  her  to  the  man. ²³  And  the  man  said:
  This one, at last, is bone of my bone
  and flesh of my flesh;
  this one will be called “woman,”
  for she was taken from man.

²⁴  This  is  why  a  man  leaves  his fa ther  and moth er  and  bonds 
 with  his  wife,  and  they be come  one  flesh. ²⁵  Both  the  man  and 
 his  wife  were na ked,  yet  felt  no  shame.

The Temptation and the Fall

3   Now  the ser pent  was  the  most cun ning  of  all  the  wild an-
i mals  that  the  L ORD  God  had  made.  He  said  to  the wom an, 

“ Did  God real ly  say, ‘ You  can’t  eat  from  any  tree  in  the gar den’? ”
²  The wom an  said  to  the ser pent, “ We  may  eat  the  fruit  from 

 the  trees  in  the gar den. ³  But  about  the  fruit  of  the  tree  in  the 
mid dle  of  the gar den,  God  said, ‘ You  must  not  eat  it  or  touch  it, 
 or  you  will  die.’ ”

⁴ “ No!  You  will  certainly not  die,”  the ser pent  said  to  the 
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12   |   GENESIS  3 

wom an. ⁵ “ In  fact,  God  knows  that  when  you  eat  it  your  eyes 
 will  be  opened  and  you  will  be  like  God, know ing  good  and 
 evil.” ⁶  The wom an  saw  that  the  tree  was  good  for  food  and de-
light ful  to  look  at,  and  that  it  was de sir able  for obtaining wis-
dom.  So  she  took  some  of  its  fruit  and  ate  it;  she  also  gave  some 
 to  her hus band,  who  was  with  her,  and  he  ate  it. ⁷  Then  the  eyes 
 of  both  of  them  were  opened,  and  they  knew  they  were na-
ked;  so  they  sewed  fig  leaves to geth er  and  made cov er ings  for 
them selves.

Sin’s Consequences
⁸  Then  the  man  and  his  wife  heard  the  sound  of  the  L ORD  God 
walk ing  in  the gar den  at  the  time  of  the eve ning  breeze,  and 
 they  hid  from  the  L ORD  God  among  the  trees  of  the gar den. ⁹  So 
 the  L ORD  God  called  out  to  the  man  and  said  to  him, “ Where  are 
 you? ”

¹⁰  And  he  said, “ I  heard  you  in  the gar den,  and  I  was  afraid be-
cause  I  was na ked,  so  I  hid.”

¹¹  Then  he  asked, “ Who  told  you  that  you  were na ked?  Did 
 you  eat  from  the  tree  that  I com mand ed  you  not  to  eat  from? ”

¹²  The  man re plied, “ The wom an  you  gave  to  be  with  me  —  
 she  gave  me  some  fruit  from  the  tree,  and  I  ate.”

¹³  So  the  L ORD  God  asked  the wom an, “ What have you done? ”
 And  the wom an  said, “ The ser pent de ceived  me,  and  I  ate.”
¹⁴  So  the  L ORD  God  said  to  the ser pent:

  Because you have done this,
  you are cursed more than any livestock
  and more than any wild animal.
  You will move on your belly
  and eat dust all the days of your life.
 ¹⁵ I will put hostility between you and the woman,
  and between your offspring  

and her offspring.

01_CSB_NB_Gen.indd   1201_CSB_NB_Gen.indd   12 10/6/20   9:05 AM10/6/20   9:05 AM



01_CSB_NB_Gen.indd   1301_CSB_NB_Gen.indd   13 10/6/20   9:05 AM10/6/20   9:05 AM


