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4   |   EZEKIEL  1 

1  In  the thir ti eth  year,  in  the  fourth  month,  on  the  fifth  day  of 
 the  month,  while  I  was  among  the ex iles  by  the Che bar Ca-

nal,  the heav ens  were  opened  and  I  saw vi sions  of  God.
²  On  the  fifth  day  of  the  month  —   it  was  the  fifth  year  of  King 

Je hoi a chin’s ex ile  —   ³  the  word  of  the  L ORD  came di rect ly  to 
 the  priest Ezek iel  son  of  Buzi,  in  the  land  of  the Chal de ans  by 
 the Che bar Ca nal.  The  L ORD’ s  hand  was  on  him  there.

Vision of the LORD’s Glory
⁴  I  looked,  and  there  was  a whirl wind com ing  from  the  north,  a 
 huge  cloud  with  fire flash ing  back  and  forth  and bril liant  light 
 all  around  it.  In  the cen ter  of  the  fire,  there  was  a  gleam  like 
amber. ⁵  The like ness  of  four liv ing crea tures  came  from  it,  and 
 this  was  their ap pear ance:  They  looked some thing  like  a hu-
man, ⁶  but  each  of  them  had  four fac es  and  four  wings. ⁷  Their 
 legs  were  straight,  and  the  soles  of  their  feet  were  like  the 
hooves  of  a  calf, spar kling  like  the  gleam  of pol ished  bronze. 
⁸  They  had hu man  hands un der  their  wings  on  their  four  sides. 
 All  four  of  them  had fac es  and  wings. ⁹  Their  wings  were touch-
ing.  The crea tures  did  not  turn  as  they  moved;  each  one  went 
 straight  ahead. ¹⁰  Their fac es  looked some thing  like  the  face  of 
 a hu man,  and  each  of  the  four  had  the  face  of  a  lion  on  the  right, 
 the  face  of  an  ox  on  the  left,  and  the  face  of  an ea gle. ¹¹  That  is 
 what  their fac es  were  like.  Their  wings  were  spread up ward; 
 each  had  two  wings touch ing  that  of an oth er  and  two  wings 
cov er ing  its  body. ¹²  Each crea ture  went  straight  ahead. Wher-
ev er  the Spir it want ed  to  go,  they  went with out turn ing  as  they 
 moved.

¹³  The like ness  of  the liv ing crea tures  was  like  the ap pear-
ance  of blaz ing  coals  of  fire  or  like torch es.  Fire  was mov ing 
 back  and  forth be tween  the liv ing crea tures;  it  was  bright,  with 
light ning com ing  out  of  it. ¹⁴  The crea tures  were dart ing  back 
 and  forth  like flash es  of light ning.

26_CSB_NB_Ezk.indd   426_CSB_NB_Ezk.indd   4 10/6/20   9:07 AM10/6/20   9:07 AM



26_CSB_NB_Ezk.indd   526_CSB_NB_Ezk.indd   5 10/6/20   9:07 AM10/6/20   9:07 AM



6   |   EZEKIEL  1 

¹⁵  When  I  looked  at  the liv ing crea tures,  there  was  one  wheel 
 on  the  ground be side  each  of  the four-faced crea tures. ¹⁶  The 
ap pear ance  of  the  wheels  and  their crafts man ship  was  like  the 
 gleam  of ber yl,  and  all  four  had  the  same like ness.  Their ap-
pear ance  and crafts man ship  was  like  a  wheel with in  a  wheel. 
¹⁷  When  they  moved,  they  went  in  any  of  the  four di rec tions, 
with out turn ing  as  they  moved. ¹⁸  Their  four rims  were  tall 
 and awe-inspiring, completely covered with eyes. ¹⁹  When  the 
liv ing crea tures  moved,  the  wheels  moved be side  them,  and 
 when  the crea tures  rose  from  the  earth,  the  wheels  also  rose. 
²⁰ Wher ev er  the Spir it want ed  to  go,  the crea tures  went  in  the 
di rec tion  the Spir it  was mov ing.  The  wheels  rose along side 
 them,  for  the spir it  of  the liv ing crea tures  was  in  the  wheels. 
²¹  When  the crea tures  moved,  the  wheels  moved;  when  the 
crea tures  stopped,  the  wheels  stopped;  and  when  the crea-
tures  rose  from  the  earth,  the  wheels  rose along side  them,  for 
 the spir it  of  the liv ing crea tures  was  in  the  wheels.

²²  Over  the  heads  of  the liv ing crea tures  the like ness  of  an 
ex panse  was  spread  out.  It  gleamed  like awe-inspiring crys-
tal, ²³  and un der  the ex panse  their  wings ex tend ed  one to ward 
an oth er.  They  each  also  had  two  wings cov er ing  their bod-
ies. ²⁴  When  they  moved,  I  heard  the  sound  of  their  wings  like 
 the  roar  of  a  huge tor rent,  like  the  voice  of  the Al mighty,  and  a 
 sound  of tu mult  like  the  noise  of  an  army.  When  they  stopped, 
 they low ered  their  wings.

²⁵  A  voice  came  from  above  the ex panse  over  their  heads; 
 when  they  stopped,  they low ered  their  wings. ²⁶ Some thing 
 like  a  throne  with  the ap pear ance  of lapis lazuli  was  above 
 the ex panse  over  their  heads.  On  the  throne,  high  above,  was 
some one  who  looked  like  a hu man. ²⁷  From  what  seemed  to 
 be  his  waist  up,  I  saw  a  gleam  like amber,  with  what  looked 
 like  fire enclosing  it  all  around.  From  what  seemed  to  be  his 
 waist  down,  I  also  saw  what  looked  like  fire.  There  was  a 
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8   |   EZEKIEL  1

bril liant  light  all  around  him. ²⁸  The ap pear ance  of  the bril-
liant  light  all  around  was  like  that  of  a rain bow  in  a  cloud  on 
 a  rainy  day.  This  was  the ap pear ance  of  the like ness  of  the 
 L ORD’ s glo ry.  When  I  saw  it,  I  fell face down  and  heard  a  voice 
speak ing.

Mission to Rebellious Israel

2   He  said  to  me, “ Son  of  man,  stand  up  on  your  feet  and  I  will 
 speak  with  you.” ²  As  he  spoke  to  me,  the Spir it en tered  me 

 and  set  me  on  my  feet,  and  I lis tened  to  the  one  who  was speak-
ing  to  me. ³  He  said  to  me, “ Son  of  man,  I  am send ing  you  to  the 
Is ra el ites,  to  the re bel lious pa gans  who  have re belled  against 
 me.  The Is ra el ites  and  their an ces tors  have trans gressed 
 against  me  to  this  day. ⁴  The de scen dants  are ob sti nate  and 
hard heart ed.  I  am send ing  you  to  them,  and  you  must  say  to 
 them, ‘ This  is  what  the  Lord  G OD  says.’ ⁵ Wheth er  they lis ten  or 
re fuse  to lis ten  —   for  they  are  a re bel lious  house  —   they  will 
 know  that  a proph et  has  been  among  them.

⁶ “ But  you,  son  of  man,  do  not  be  afraid  of  them  and  do  not 
 be  afraid  of  their  words,  even  though bri ers  and  thorns  are be-
side  you  and  you  live  among scor pi ons.  Don’t  be  afraid  of  their 
 words  or dis cour aged  by  the  look  on  their fac es,  for  they  are  a 
re bel lious  house. ⁷  Speak  my  words  to  them wheth er  they lis ten 
 or re fuse  to lis ten,  for  they  are re bel lious.

⁸ “ And  you,  son  of  man, lis ten  to  what  I  tell  you:  Do  not 
 be re bel lious  like  that re bel lious  house.  Open  your  mouth 
 and  eat  what  I  am giv ing  you.” ⁹  So  I  looked  and  saw  a  hand 
reach ing  out  to  me,  and  there  was  a writ ten  scroll  in  it. 
¹⁰  When  he un rolled  it be fore  me,  it  was writ ten  on  the  front 
 and  back;  words  of lam en ta tion, mourn ing,  and  woe  were 
writ ten  on  it.

3   He  said  to  me, “ Son  of  man,  eat  what  you  find  here.  Eat 
 this  scroll,  then  go  and  speak  to  the  house  of Is ra el.” ²  So 
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10   |   EZEKIEL  3 

 I  opened  my  mouth,  and  he  fed  me  the  scroll. ³ “ Son  of  man,” 
 he  said  to  me, “ feed  your stom ach  and  fill  your bel ly  with  this 
 scroll  I  am giv ing  you.”  So  I  ate  it,  and  it  was  as  sweet  as hon ey 
 in  my  mouth.

⁴  Then  he  said  to  me, “ Son  of  man,  go  to  the  house  of Is ra el 
 and  speak  my  words  to  them. ⁵  For  you  are  not be ing  sent  to  a 
peo ple  of unintelligible  speech  or  a dif fi cult lan guage  but  to 
 the  house  of Is ra el — ⁶  not  to  the  many peo ples  of unintelli-
gible  speech  or  a dif fi cult lan guage,  whose  words  you can not 
un der stand.  No  doubt,  if  I  sent  you  to  them,  they  would lis-
ten  to  you. ⁷  But  the  house  of Is ra el  will  not  want  to lis ten  to 
 you be cause  they  do  not  want  to lis ten  to  me.  For  the  whole 
 house  of Is ra el  is hardheaded  and hard heart ed. ⁸  Look,  I  have 
 made  your  face  as  hard  as  their fac es  and  your fore head  as 
 hard  as  their fore heads. ⁹  I  have  made  your fore head  like  a 
diamond, hard er  than  flint.  Don’t  be  afraid  of  them  or dis-
cour aged  by  the  look  on  their fac es,  though  they  are  a re bel-
lious  house.”

¹⁰  Next  he  said  to  me, “ Son  of  man, lis ten care ful ly  to  all  my 
 words  that  I  speak  to  you  and  take  them  to  heart. ¹¹  Go  to  your 
peo ple,  the ex iles,  and  speak  to  them.  Tell  them, ‘ This  is  what 
 the  Lord  G OD  says,’ wheth er  they lis ten  or re fuse  to lis ten.”

¹²  The Spir it  then lift ed  me  up,  and  I  heard  a  loud rum bling 
 sound be hind  me  —   bless  the glo ry  of  the  L ORD  in  his  place!  
—   ¹³  with  the  sound  of  the liv ing crea tures’  wings brush ing 
 against  each oth er  and  the  sound  of  the  wheels be side  them, 
 a  loud rum bling  sound. ¹⁴  The Spir it lift ed  me  up  and  took  me 
 away.  I  left  in bit ter ness  and  in  an an gry spir it,  and  the  L ORD’ s 
 hand  was  on  me pow er ful ly. ¹⁵  I  came  to  the ex iles  at Tel-abib, 
 who  were liv ing  by  the Che bar Ca nal,  and  I  sat  there  among 
 them  stunned  for sev en  days.
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Ezekiel as a Watchman
¹⁶  Now  at  the  end  of sev en  days  the  word  of  the  L ORD  came  to 
 me: ¹⁷ “ Son  of  man,  I  have  made  you  a watch man  over  the  house 
 of Is ra el.  When  you  hear  a  word  from  my  mouth,  give  them  a 
warn ing  from  me. ¹⁸  If  I  say  to  the wick ed per son, ‘ You  will sure-
ly  die,’  but  you  do  not  warn  him  —   you  don’t  speak  out  to  warn 
 him  about  his wick ed  way  in or der  to  save  his  life  —   that wick-
ed per son  will  die  for  his in iq ui ty.  Yet  I  will  hold  you re spon si-
ble  for  his  blood. ¹⁹  But  if  you  warn  a wick ed per son  and  he  does 
 not  turn  from  his wick ed ness  or  his wick ed  way,  he  will  die  for 
 his in iq ui ty,  but  you  will  have res cued your self. ²⁰  Now  if  a righ-
teous per son  turns  from  his righ teous ness  and  acts un just ly, 
 and  I  put  a stum bling  block  in  front  of  him,  he  will  die.  If  you 
 did  not  warn  him,  he  will  die be cause  of  his  sin,  and  the righ-
teous  acts  he  did  will  not  be re mem bered.  Yet  I  will  hold  you re-
spon si ble  for  his  blood. ²¹  But  if  you  warn  the righ teous per son 
 that  he  should  not  sin,  and  he  does  not  sin,  he  will in deed  live 
be cause  he lis tened  to  your warn ing,  and  you  will  have res cued 
your self.”

²²  The  hand  of  the  L ORD  was  on  me  there,  and  he  said  to  me, 
“ Get  up,  go  out  to  the  plain,  and  I  will  speak  with  you  there.” 
²³  So  I  got  up  and  went  out  to  the  plain.  The  L ORD’ s glo ry  was 
pre sent  there,  like  the glo ry  I  had  seen  by  the Che bar Ca nal, 
 and  I  fell face down. ²⁴  The Spir it en tered  me  and  set  me  on  my 
 feet.  He  spoke  with  me  and  said, “ Go,  shut your self in side  your 
 house. ²⁵  As  for  you,  son  of  man,  they  will  put  ropes  on  you  and 
 bind  you  with  them  so  you can not  go  out  among  them. ²⁶  I  will 
 make  your  tongue  stick  to  the  roof  of  your  mouth,  and  you  will 
 be  mute  and un able  to  be  a me di a tor  for  them,  for  they  are  a re-
bel lious  house. ²⁷  But  when  I  speak  with  you,  I  will  open  your 
 mouth,  and  you  will  say  to  them, ‘ This  is  what  the  Lord  G OD 
 says.’  Let  the  one  who lis tens, lis ten,  and  let  the  one  who re fus-
es, re fuse  —   for  they  are  a re bel lious  house.
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