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4   |   ECCLESIASTES  1 

Everything Is Futile

1  The  words  of  the Teach er,  son  of Da vid,  king  in Je ru sa lem.
 ² “Absolute futility,” says the Teacher.

  “Absolute futility. Everything is futile.”
 ³ What does a person gain for all his efforts
  that he labors at under the sun?
 ⁴ A generation goes and a generation comes,
  but the earth remains forever.
 ⁵ The sun rises and the sun sets;
  panting, it hurries back to the place
  where it rises.
 ⁶ Gusting to the south,
  turning to the north,
  turning, turning, goes the wind,
  and the wind returns in its cycles.
 ⁷ All the streams flow to the sea,
  yet the sea is never full;
  to the place where the streams flow,
  there they flow again.
 ⁸ All things are wearisome,
  more than anyone can say.
  The eye is not satisfied by seeing
  or the ear filled with hearing.
 ⁹ What has been is what will be,
  and what has been done is what will be done;
  there is nothing new under the sun.
 ¹⁰ Can one say about anything,
  “Look, this is new”?
  It has already existed in the ages before us.
 ¹¹ There is no remembrance of those who came before;
  and of those who will come after
  there will also be no remembrance
  by those who follow them.

21_CSB_NB_Ec.indd   421_CSB_NB_Ec.indd   4 10/6/20   9:06 AM10/6/20   9:06 AM



21_CSB_NB_Ec.indd   521_CSB_NB_Ec.indd   5 10/6/20   9:06 AM10/6/20   9:06 AM



6   |   ECCLESIASTES  1

The Limitations of Wisdom
¹²  I,  the Teach er,  have  been  king  over Is ra el  in Je ru sa lem. ¹³  I ap-
plied  my  mind  to ex am ine  and ex plore  through wis dom  all 
 that  is  done un der heav en.  God  has giv en peo ple  this mis er a-
ble  task  to  keep  them oc cu pied. ¹⁴  I  have  seen  all  the  things  that 
 are  done un der  the  sun  and  have  found ev ery thing  to  be fu tile, 
 a pur suit  of  the  wind.
 ¹⁵ What is crooked cannot be straightened;
  what is lacking cannot be counted.

¹⁶  I  said  to my self, “ See,  I  have  amassed wis dom  far be yond 
 all  those  who  were  over Je ru sa lem be fore  me,  and  my  mind 
 has thor ough ly  grasped wis dom  and knowl edge.” ¹⁷  I ap plied 
 my  mind  to  know wis dom  and knowl edge, mad ness  and fol ly;  I 
 learned  that  this  too  is  a pur suit  of  the  wind.
 ¹⁸ For with much wisdom is much sorrow;
  as knowledge increases, grief increases.

The Emptiness of Pleasure

2   I  said  to my self, “ Go  ahead,  I  will  test  you  with plea sure; en-
joy  what  is  good.”  But  it  turned  out  to  be fu tile. ²  I  said  about 

laugh ter, “ It  is mad ness,”  and  about plea sure, “ What  does  this 
ac com plish? ” ³  I ex plored  with  my  mind  the  pull  of  wine  on  my 
 body  —   my  mind  still guid ing  me  with wis dom —  and  how  to 
 grasp fol ly, un til  I  could  see  what  is  good  for peo ple  to  do un der 
heav en dur ing  the  few  days  of  their  lives.

The Emptiness of Possessions
⁴  I in creased  my achieve ments.  I  built hous es  and plant ed vine-
yards  for my self. ⁵  I  made gar dens  and  parks  for my self  and plant-
ed ev ery  kind  of  fruit  tree  in  them. ⁶  I con struct ed res er voirs  for 
my self  from  which  to irrigate  a  grove  of flour ish ing  trees. ⁷  I ac-
quired  male  and fe male ser vants  and  had  slaves  who  were  born 
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8   |   ECCLESIASTES  2 

 in  my  house.  I  also  owned live stock  —   large  herds  and  flocks  —  
 more  than  all  who  were be fore  me  in Je ru sa lem. ⁸  I  also  amassed 
sil ver  and  gold  for my self,  and  the trea sure  of  kings  and prov-
inces.  I gath ered  male  and fe male sing ers  for my self,  and  many 
con cu bines,  the de lights  of  men. ⁹  So  I be came  great  and sur-
passed  all  who  were be fore  me  in Je ru sa lem;  my wis dom  also re-
mained  with  me. ¹⁰  All  that  my  eyes de sired,  I  did  not  deny  them. 
 I  did  not re fuse my self  any plea sure,  for  I  took plea sure  in  all  my 
strug gles.  This  was  my re ward  for  all  my strug gles. ¹¹  When  I con-
sid ered  all  that  I  had ac com plished  and  what  I  had la bored  to 
 achieve,  I  found ev ery thing  to  be fu tile  and  a pur suit  of  the  wind. 
 There  was noth ing  to  be  gained un der  the  sun.

The Relative Value of Wisdom
¹²  Then  I  turned  to con sid er wis dom, mad ness,  and fol ly,  for 
 what  will  the  king’s suc ces sor  be  like?  He  will  do  what  has al-
ready  been  done. ¹³  And  I re al ized  that  there  is  an ad van tage  to 
wis dom  over fol ly,  like  the ad van tage  of  light  over dark ness.
 ¹⁴ The wise person has eyes in his head,
  but the fool walks in darkness.
 Yet  I  also  knew  that  one  fate  comes  to  them  both. ¹⁵  So  I  said  to 
my self, “ What hap pens  to  the  fool  will  also hap pen  to  me.  Why 
 then  have  I  been over ly  wise? ”  And  I  said  to my self  that  this  is 
 also fu tile. ¹⁶  For,  just  like  the  fool,  there  is  no last ing re mem-
brance  of  the  wise,  since  in  the  days  to  come  both  will  be for-
got ten.  How  is  it  that  the  wise per son  dies  just  like  the  fool? 
¹⁷ There fore,  I hat ed  life be cause  the  work  that  was  done un-
der  the  sun  was dis tress ing  to  me.  For ev ery thing  is fu tile  and 
 a pur suit  of  the  wind.

The Emptiness of Work
¹⁸  I hat ed  all  my  work  that  I la bored  at un der  the  sun be cause  I 
 must  leave  it  to  the  one  who  comes af ter  me. ¹⁹  And  who  knows 
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10   |   ECCLESIASTES  2

wheth er  he  will  be  wise  or  a  fool?  Yet  he  will  take  over  all  my 
 work  that  I la bored  at skill ful ly un der  the  sun.  This  too  is fu tile. 
²⁰  So  I be gan  to  give my self  over  to de spair con cern ing  all  my 
 work  that  I  had la bored  at un der  the  sun. ²¹  When  there  is  a per-
son  whose  work  was  done  with wis dom, knowl edge,  and  skill, 
 and  he  must  give  his por tion  to  a per son  who  has  not  worked 
 for  it,  this  too  is fu tile  and  a  great  wrong. ²²  For  what  does  a per-
son  get  with  all  his  work  and  all  his eff orts  that  he la bors  at 
un der  the  sun? ²³  For  all  his  days  are  filled  with  grief,  and  his 
oc cu pa tion  is sor row ful;  even  at  night,  his  mind  does  not  rest. 
 This  too  is fu tile.

²⁴  There  is noth ing bet ter  for  a per son  than  to  eat,  drink,  and 
en joy  his  work.  I  have  seen  that  even  this  is  from  God’s  hand, 
²⁵ be cause  who  can  eat  and  who  can en joy  life  apart  from  him? 
²⁶  For  to  the per son  who  is pleas ing  in  his  sight,  he  gives wis-
dom, knowl edge,  and  joy;  but  to  the sin ner  he  gives  the  task  of 
gath er ing  and accumulating  in or der  to  give  to  the  one  who  is 
pleas ing  in  God’s  sight.  This  too  is fu tile  and  a pur suit  of  the 
 wind.

The Mystery of Time

3  There is an occasion for everything,
and a time for every activity under heaven:

 ² a time to give birth and a time to die;
  a time to plant and a time to uproot;
 ³ a time to kill and a time to heal;
  a time to tear down and a time to build;
 ⁴ a time to weep and a time to laugh;
  a time to mourn and a time to dance;
 ⁵ a time to throw stones and a time to gather stones;
  a time to embrace and a time to avoid embracing;
 ⁶ a time to search and a time to count as lost;
  a time to keep and a time to throw away;
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12   |   ECCLESIASTES  3 

 ⁷ a time to tear and a time to sew;
  a time to be silent and a time to speak;
 ⁸ a time to love and a time to hate;
  a time for war and a time for peace.

⁹  What  does  the work er  gain  from  his strug gles? ¹⁰  I  have  seen 
 the  task  that  God  has giv en  the chil dren  of  Adam  to  keep  them 
oc cu pied. ¹¹  He  has  made ev ery thing ap pro pri ate  in  its  time.  He 
 has  also  put eter ni ty  in  their  hearts,  but  no  one  can dis cov er 
 the  work  God  has  done  from be gin ning  to  end. ¹²  I  know  that 
 there  is noth ing bet ter  for  them  than  to re joice  and en joy  the 
 good  life. ¹³  It  is  also  the  gift  of  God when ev er any one  eats, 
 drinks,  and en joys  all  his eff orts. ¹⁴  I  know  that ev ery thing  God 
 does  will  last for ev er;  there  is  no add ing  to  it  or tak ing  from 
 it.  God  works  so  that peo ple  will  be  in  awe  of  him. ¹⁵ What ev er 
 is,  has al ready  been,  and what ev er  will  be, al ready  is. How ev er, 
 God  seeks jus tice  for  the per se cut ed.

The Mystery of Injustice and Death
¹⁶  I  also ob served un der  the  sun:  there  is wick ed ness  at  the 
 place  of judg ment  and  there  is wick ed ness  at  the  place  of righ-
teous ness. ¹⁷  I  said  to my self, “ God  will  judge  the righ teous  and 
 the wick ed,  since  there  is  a  time  for ev ery ac tiv i ty  and ev ery 
 work.” ¹⁸  I  said  to my self, “ This hap pens  so  that  God  may  test  the 
chil dren  of  Adam  and  they  may  see  for them selves  that  they 
 are  like an i mals.” ¹⁹  For  the  fate  of  the chil dren  of  Adam  and 
 the  fate  of an i mals  is  the  same.  As  one  dies,  so  dies  the oth er; 
 they  all  have  the  same  breath. Peo ple  have  no ad van tage  over 
an i mals  since ev ery thing  is fu tile. ²⁰  All  are go ing  to  the  same 
 place;  all  come  from  dust,  and  all re turn  to  dust. ²¹  Who  knows 
 if  the spir its  of  the chil dren  of  Adam  go up ward  and  the spir-
its  of an i mals  go down ward  to  the  earth? ²²  I  have  seen  that 
 there  is noth ing bet ter  than  for  a per son  to en joy  his ac tivi ties 
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