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4   |   DEUTERONOMY  1 

Introduction

1  These  are  the  words Mo ses  spoke  to  all Is ra el  across  the 
Jor dan  in  the wil der ness,  in  the Ar a bah op po site  Suph, be-

tween Pa ran  and To phel, La ban, Ha ze roth,  and Di-zahab. ²  It  is 
 an eleven-day jour ney  from Ho reb  to Kadesh-barnea  by  way 
 of  Mount  Seir. ³  In  the for ti eth  year,  in  the elev enth  month,  on 
 the  first  of  the  month, Mo ses  told  the Is ra el ites ev ery thing  the 
 L ORD  had com mand ed  him  to  say  to  them. ⁴  This  was af ter  he 
 had de feat ed  King Si hon  of  the Am o rites,  who  lived  in Hesh-
bon,  and  King  Og  of Ba shan,  who  lived  in Ash ta roth,  at Ed rei. 
⁵  Across  the Jor dan  in  the  land  of  Moab, Mo ses be gan  to ex plain 
 this  law, say ing:

Departure from Horeb
⁶ “ The  L ORD  our  God  spoke  to  us  at Ho reb: ‘ You  have  stayed  at 
 this moun tain  long  enough. ⁷ Resume  your jour ney  and  go  to 
 the  hill coun try  of  the Am o rites  and  their neigh bors  in  the Ar a-
bah,  the  hill coun try,  the Ju de an foot hills,  the Ne gev  and  the  sea 
 coast  —   to  the  land  of  the Ca naan ites  and  to Leb a non  as  far  as 
 the  great riv er,  the Eu phra tes Riv er. ⁸  See,  I  have  set  the  land be-
fore  you. En ter  and  take pos ses sion  of  the  land  the  L ORD  swore 
 to  give  to  your ancestors Abra ham,  Isaac,  and Ja cob  and  their 
fu ture de scen dants.’

Leaders for the Tribes
⁹ “ I  said  to  you  at  that  time:  I  can’t  bear  the re spon si bil i ty  for 
 you  on  my  own. ¹⁰  The  L ORD  your  God  has  so mul ti plied  you 
 that to day  you  are  as nu mer ous  as  the  stars  of  the  sky. ¹¹  May 
 the  L ORD,  the  God  of  your ancestors, in crease  you  a thou sand 
 times  more,  and  bless  you  as  he prom ised  you. ¹²  But  how  can 
 I  bear  your trou bles, bur dens,  and dis putes  by my self? ¹³ Ap-
point  for your selves  wise, un der stand ing,  and re spect ed  men 
 from  each  of  your  tribes,  and  I  will  make  them  your lead ers.
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6   |   DEUTERONOMY  1 

¹⁴ “ You re plied  to  me, ‘ What  you pro pose  to  do  is  good.’
¹⁵ “ So  I  took  the lead ers  of  your  tribes,  wise  and re spect ed 

 men,  and  set  them  over  you  as lead ers: com mand ers  for thou-
sands, hun dreds, fif ties,  and  tens,  and off i cers  for  your  tribes. 
¹⁶  I com mand ed  your judg es  at  that  time:  Hear  the  cases be-
tween  your broth ers,  and  judge right ly be tween  a  man  and  his 
broth er  or  his res i dent  alien. ¹⁷  Do  not  show par tial i ty  when de-
ciding  a  case; lis ten  to  small  and  great  alike.  Do  not  be intimi-
dated  by any one,  for judg ment be longs  to  God.  Bring  me  any 
 case  too diff i cult  for  you,  and  I  will  hear  it. ¹⁸  At  that  time  I com-
mand ed  you  about  all  the  things  you  were  to  do.

Israel’s Disobedience at Kadesh-barnea
¹⁹ “ We  then  set  out  from Ho reb  and  went  across  all  the  great 
 and ter ri ble wil der ness  you  saw  on  the  way  to  the  hill coun-
try  of  the Am o rites,  just  as  the  L ORD  our  God  had com mand ed 
 us.  When  we  reached Kadesh-barnea, ²⁰  I  said  to  you:  You  have 
 reached  the  hill coun try  of  the Am o rites,  which  the  L ORD  our 
 God  is giv ing  us. ²¹  See,  the  L ORD  your  God  has  set  the  land be-
fore  you.  Go  up  and  take pos ses sion  of  it  as  the  L ORD,  the  God  of 
 your ancestors,  has  told  you.  Do  not  be  afraid  or dis cour aged.

²² “ Then  all  of  you ap proached  me  and  said, ‘ Let’s  send  men 
 ahead  of  us,  so  that  they  may ex plore  the  land  for  us  and  bring 
 us  back  a re port  about  the  route  we  should  go  up  and  the cit-
ies  we  will  come  to.’ ²³  The  plan  seemed  good  to  me,  so  I se lect-
ed  twelve  men  from  among  you,  one  man  for  each  tribe. ²⁴  They 
 left  and  went  up  into  the  hill coun try  and  came  to Eshcol Valley, 
scouting  the  land. ²⁵  They  took  some  of  the  fruit  from  the  land 
 in  their  hands, car ried  it  down  to  us,  and  brought  us  back  a re-
port: ‘ The  land  the  L ORD  our  God  is giv ing  us  is  good.’

²⁶ “ But  you  were  not will ing  to  go  up.  You re belled  against  the 
com mand  of  the  L ORD  your  God. ²⁷  You grum bled  in  your  tents 
 and  said, ‘ The  L ORD  brought  us  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  to  hand 
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8   |   DEUTERONOMY  1 

 us  over  to  the Am o rites  in or der  to de stroy  us, be cause  he  hates 
 us. ²⁸  Where  can  we  go?  Our broth ers  have  made  us  lose  heart, 
say ing:  The peo ple  are larg er  and tall er  than  we  are;  the cit ies 
 are  large, for ti fied  to  the heav ens.  We  also  saw  the de scen dants 
 of  the An a kim  there.’

²⁹ “ So  I  said  to  you:  Don’t  be ter ri fied  or  afraid  of  them! ³⁰  The 
 L ORD  your  God  who  goes be fore  you  will  fight  for  you,  just  as 
 you  saw  him  do  for  you  in  Egypt. ³¹  And  you  saw  in  the wil der-
ness  how  the  L ORD  your  God car ried  you  as  a  man car ries  his 
 son  all  along  the  way  you trav eled un til  you  reached  this  place. 
³²  But  in  spite  of  this  you  did  not  trust  the  L ORD  your  God, ³³  who 
 went be fore  you  on  the jour ney  to  seek  out  a  place  for  you  to 
 camp.  He  went  in  the  fire  by  night  and  in  the  cloud  by  day  to 
 guide  you  on  the  road  you  were  to trav el.

³⁴ “ When  the  L ORD  heard  your  words,  he  grew an gry  and 
 swore  an  oath: ³⁵ ‘ None  of  these  men  in  this  evil gen er a tion  will 
 see  the  good  land  I  swore  to  give  your ancestors, ³⁶ ex cept Ca-
leb  the  son  of Je phun neh.  He  will  see  it,  and  I  will  give  him  and 
 his de scen dants  the  land  on  which  he  has  set  foot, be cause  he 
re mained loy al  to  the  L ORD.’

³⁷ “ The  L ORD  was an gry  with  me  also be cause  of  you  and  said, 
‘ You  will  not en ter  there ei ther. ³⁸ Josh ua  son  of  Nun,  who at tends 
 you,  will en ter  it. En cour age  him,  for  he  will en able Is ra el  to in her-
it  it. ³⁹  Your chil dren,  who  you  said  would  be plun der,  your  sons 
 who  don’t  yet  know  good  from  evil,  will en ter  there.  I  will  give 
 them  the  land,  and  they  will  take pos ses sion  of  it. ⁴⁰  But  you  are 
 to  turn  back  and  head  for  the wil der ness  by  way  of  the  Red  Sea.’

⁴¹ “ You an swered  me, ‘ We  have  sinned  against  the  L ORD.  We 
 will  go  up  and  fight  just  as  the  L ORD  our  God com mand ed  us.’ 
 Then  each  of  you  put  on  his weap ons  of  war  and  thought  it 
 would  be  easy  to  go  up  into  the  hill coun try.

⁴² “ But  the  L ORD  said  to  me, ‘ Tell  them:  Don’t  go  up  and  fight, 
 for  I  am  not  with  you  to  keep  you  from be ing de feat ed  by  your 
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10   |   DEUTERONOMY  1

en e mies.’ ⁴³  So  I  spoke  to  you,  but  you  didn’t lis ten.  You re belled 
 against  the  L ORD’ s com mand  and de fi ant ly  went  up  into  the  hill 
coun try. ⁴⁴  Then  the Am o rites  who  lived  there  came  out  against 
 you  and  chased  you  like  a  swarm  of  bees.  They rout ed  you  from 
 Seir  as  far  as Hor mah. ⁴⁵  When  you re turned,  you  wept be fore 
 the  L ORD,  but  he  didn’t lis ten  to  your re quests  or  pay at ten tion 
 to  you. ⁴⁶  For  this rea son  you  stayed  in Ka desh  as  long  as  you  did.

Journey past Seir

2  “ Then  we  turned  back  and head ed  for  the wil der ness  by 
 way  of  the  Red  Sea,  as  the  L ORD  had  told  me,  and  we trav-

eled  around  the  hill coun try  of  Seir  for  many  days. ²  The  L ORD 
 then  said  to  me, ³ ‘ You’ve  been trav el ing  around  this  hill coun-
try  long  enough;  turn  north. ⁴ Com mand  the peo ple:  You  are 
 about  to trav el  through  the ter ri to ry  of  your broth ers,  the de-
scen dants  of  Esau,  who  live  in  Seir.  They  will  be  afraid  of  you, 
 so  be  very care ful. ⁵  Don’t pro voke  them,  for  I  will  not  give  you 
 any  of  their  land,  not  even  a  foot  of  it, be cause  I  have giv en  Esau 
 the  hill coun try  of  Seir  as  his pos ses sion. ⁶  You  may pur chase 
 food  from  them,  so  that  you  may  eat,  and  buy wa ter  from  them 
 to  drink. ⁷  For  the  L ORD  your  God  has  blessed  you  in  all  the  work 
 of  your  hands.  He  has  watched  over  your jour ney  through  this 
im mense wil der ness.  The  L ORD  your  God  has  been  with  you 
these  past for ty  years,  and  you  have  lacked noth ing.’

Journey past Moab
⁸ “ So  we bypassed  our broth ers,  the de scen dants  of  Esau,  who 
 live  in  Seir.  We  turned  away  from  the Ar a bah  road  and  from 
 Elath  and Ezion-geber.  We trav eled  along  the  road  to  the Wil-
der ness  of  Moab. ⁹  The  L ORD  said  to  me, ‘ Show  no hos til i ty to-
ward  Moab,  and  do  not pro voke  them  to bat tle,  for  I  will  not 
 give  you  any  of  their  land  as  a pos ses sion,  since  I  have giv en  Ar 
 as  a pos ses sion  to  the de scen dants  of  Lot.’ ”
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12   |   DEUTERONOMY  2 

¹⁰  The  Emim,  a  great  and nu mer ous peo ple  as  tall  as  the An-
a kim,  had pre vi ous ly  lived  there. ¹¹  They  were  also re gard ed  as 
Reph a im,  like  the An a kim,  though  the Mo ab ites  called  them 
 Emim. ¹²  The Ho rites  had pre vi ous ly  lived  in  Seir,  but  the de-
scen dants  of  Esau  drove  them  out, de stroy ing  them com plete-
ly  and settling  in  their  place,  just  as Is ra el  did  in  the  land  of  its 
pos ses sion  the  L ORD  gave  them.

¹³ “ The  L ORD  said, ‘ Now  get  up  and  cross  the Ze red Val ley.’ 
 So  we  crossed  the Ze red Val ley. ¹⁴  The  time  we  spent trav el ing 
 from Kadesh-barnea un til  we  crossed  the Ze red Val ley  was 
thirty-eight  years un til  the en tire gen er a tion  of fight ing  men 
 had per ished  from  the  camp,  as  the  L ORD  had  sworn  to  them. 
¹⁵ In deed,  the  L ORD’ s  hand  was  against  them,  to elim i nate  them 
 from  the  camp un til  they  had  all per ished.

Journey past Ammon
¹⁶ “ When  all  the fight ing  men  had  died  among  the peo ple, ¹⁷  the 
 L ORD  spoke  to  me, ¹⁸ ‘To day  you  are go ing  to  cross  the bor der 
 of  Moab  at  Ar. ¹⁹  When  you  get  close  to  the Am mon ites,  don’t 
 show  any hos til i ty  to  them  or pro voke  them,  for  I  will  not  give 
 you  any  of  the Am mon ites’  land  as  a pos ses sion;  I  have giv en  it 
 as  a pos ses sion  to  the de scen dants  of  Lot.’ ”

²⁰  This  too  used  to  be re gard ed  as  the  land  of  the Reph a im. 
 The Reph a im  lived  there pre vi ous ly,  though  the Am mon ites 
 called  them Zamzummim, ²¹  a  great  and nu mer ous peo ple,  tall 
 as  the An a kim.  The  L ORD de stroyed  the Reph a im  at  the ad vance 
 of  the Am mon ites,  so  that  they  drove  them  out  and set tled  in 
 their  place. ²²  This  was  just  as  he  had  done  for  the de scen dants 
 of  Esau  who  lived  in  Seir,  when  he de stroyed  the Ho rites be fore 
 them;  they  drove  them  out  and  have  lived  in  their  place un til 
 now. ²³  The Caph to rim,  who  came  from Caph tor, de stroyed  the 
Av vites,  who  lived  in vil lages  as  far  as  Gaza,  and set tled  in  their 
 place.
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