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4   |   DANIEL  1 

Daniel’s Captivity in Babylon

1  In  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  King Je hoi a kim  of Ju dah, 
 King Neb u chad nez zar  of Bab ylon  came  to Je ru sa lem  and 

 laid  siege  to  it. ²  The  Lord hand ed  King Je hoi a kim  of Ju dah  over 
 to  him,  along  with  some  of  the ves sels  from  the  house  of  God. 
Neb u chad nez zar car ried  them  to  the  land  of Bab ylon,  to  the 
 house  of  his  god,  and  put  the ves sels  in  the trea sury  of  his  god.

³  The  king or dered Ash pe naz,  his  chief eu nuch,  to  bring  some 
 of  the Is ra el ites  from  the roy al fam i ly  and  from  the no bil i ty  —   
⁴  young  men with out  any phys i cal de fect, good-looking, suit-
able  for in struc tion  in  all wis dom, knowledgeable, per cep tive, 
 and ca pa ble  of serv ing  in  the  king’s pal ace.  He  was  to  teach 
 them  the Chal de an lan guage  and lit er a ture. ⁵  The  king as signed 
 them dai ly pro vi sions  from  the roy al  food  and  from  the  wine 
 that  he  drank.  They  were  to  be  trained  for  three  years,  and 
 at  the  end  of  that  time  they  were  to at tend  the  king. ⁶  Among 
 them,  from  the Ju da hites,  were Dan iel, Han a ni ah, Mish a el, 
 and Az a ri ah. ⁷  The  chief eu nuch  gave  them  names;  he  gave  the 
 name Bel te shaz zar  to Dan iel, Sha drach  to Han a ni ah, Me shach 
 to Mish a el,  and Abed ne go  to Az a ri ah.

Faithfulness in Babylon
⁸ Dan iel de ter mined  that  he  would  not de file him self  with  the 
 king’s  food  or  with  the  wine  he  drank.  So  he  asked per mis sion 
 from  the  chief eu nuch  not  to de file him self. ⁹  God  had grant ed 
Dan iel kind ness  and com pas sion  from  the  chief eu nuch, ¹⁰  yet  he 
 said  to Dan iel, “ I  fear  my  lord  the  king,  who as signed  your  food  and 
 drink.  What  if  he  sees  your fac es look ing thinner  than  the oth er 
 young  men  your  age?  You  would en dan ger  my  life  with  the  king.”

¹¹  So Dan iel  said  to  the  guard  whom  the  chief eu nuch  had as-
signed  to Dan iel, Han a ni ah, Mish a el,  and Az a ri ah, ¹² “ Please 
 test  your ser vants  for  ten  days.  Let  us  be giv en veg e ta bles  to 
 eat  and wa ter  to  drink. ¹³  Then ex am ine  our ap pear ance  and 
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6   |   DANIEL  1

 the ap pear ance  of  the  young  men  who  are eat ing  the  king’s 
 food,  and  deal  with  your ser vants  based  on  what  you  see.” ¹⁴  He 
 agreed  with  them  about  this  and test ed  them  for  ten  days. ¹⁵  At 
 the  end  of  ten  days  they  looked bet ter  and health i er  than  all 
 the  young  men  who  were eat ing  the  king’s  food. ¹⁶  So  the  guard 
con tin ued  to re move  their  food  and  the  wine  they  were  to 
 drink  and  gave  them veg e ta bles.

Faithfulness Rewarded
¹⁷  God  gave  these  four  young  men knowl edge  and un der stand-
ing  in ev ery  kind  of lit er a ture  and wis dom. Dan iel  also un der-
stood vi sions  and  dreams  of ev ery  kind. ¹⁸  At  the  end  of  the  time 
 that  the  king  had  said  to pre sent  them,  the  chief eu nuch pre-
sent ed  them  to Neb u chad nez zar. ¹⁹  The  king interviewed  them, 
 and  among  all  of  them,  no  one  was  found  equal  to Dan iel, Han-
a ni ah, Mish a el,  and Az a ri ah.  So  they be gan  to at tend  the  king. 
²⁰  In ev ery mat ter  of wis dom  and un der stand ing  that  the  king 
con sult ed  them  about,  he  found  them  ten  times bet ter  than  all 
 the ma gi cians  and me di ums  in  his en tire king dom. ²¹ Dan iel re-
mained  there un til  the  first  year  of  King Cy rus.

Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream

2   In  the sec ond  year  of  his  reign, Neb u chad nez zar  had 
 dreams  that trou bled  him,  and  sleep de sert ed  him. ²  So  the 

 king  gave or ders  to sum mon  the ma gi cians, me di ums, sor-
cer ers,  and Chal de ans  to  tell  the  king  his  dreams.  When  they 
 came  and  stood be fore  the  king, ³  he  said  to  them, “ I  have  had  a 
 dream  and  am anx ious  to un der stand  it.”

⁴  The Chal de ans  spoke  to  the  king (Ar a ma ic be gins  here): 
“ May  the  king  live for ev er.  Tell  your ser vants  the  dream,  and 
 we  will  give  the in ter pre ta tion.”

⁵  The  king re plied  to  the Chal de ans, “ My  word  is fi nal:  If  you 
 don’t  tell  me  the  dream  and  its in ter pre ta tion,  you  will  be  torn 

27_CSB_NB_Dn.indd   627_CSB_NB_Dn.indd   6 10/6/20   9:07 AM10/6/20   9:07 AM



27_CSB_NB_Dn.indd   727_CSB_NB_Dn.indd   7 10/6/20   9:07 AM10/6/20   9:07 AM



8   |   DANIEL  2 

 limb  from  limb,  and  your hous es  will  be  made  a garbage  dump. 
⁶  But  if  you  make  the  dream  and  its in ter pre ta tion  known  to 
 me,  you’ll re ceive  gifts,  a re ward,  and  great hon or  from  me.  So 
 make  the  dream  and  its in ter pre ta tion  known  to  me.”

⁷  They an swered  a sec ond  time, “ May  the  king  tell  the  dream 
 to  his ser vants,  and  we  will  make  known  the in ter pre ta tion.”

⁸  The  king re plied, “ I  know  for cer tain  you  are try ing  to  gain 
 some  time, be cause  you  see  that  my  word  is fi nal. ⁹  If  you  don’t 
 tell  me  the  dream,  there  is  one de cree  for  you.  You  have con-
spired  to  tell  me some thing  false  or fraudulent un til  the sit u a-
tion chang es.  So  tell  me  the  dream  and  I  will  know  you  can  give 
 me  its in ter pre ta tion.”

¹⁰  The Chal de ans an swered  the  king, “ No  one  on  earth  can 
 make  known  what  the  king re quests. Con se quent ly,  no  king, 
how ev er  great  and pow er ful,  has  ever  asked any thing  like  this 
 of  any ma gi cian, me di um,  or Chal de an. ¹¹  What  the  king  is ask-
ing  is  so diff i cult  that  no  one  can  make  it  known  to  him ex-
cept  the  gods,  whose dwell ing  is  not  with mor tals.” ¹² Be cause 
 of  this,  the  king be came vi o lent ly an gry  and  gave or ders  to de-
stroy  all  the  wise  men  of Bab ylon. ¹³  The de cree  was is sued  that 
 the  wise  men  were  to  be ex e cut ed,  and  they  searched  for Dan-
iel  and  his  friends,  to ex e cute  them.

¹⁴  Then Dan iel re spond ed  with  tact  and dis cre tion  to Ar i och, 
 the cap tain  of  the  king’s  guard,  who  had  gone  out  to ex e cute 
 the  wise  men  of Bab ylon. ¹⁵  He  asked Ar i och,  the  king’s off i cer, 
“ Why  is  the de cree  from  the  king  so  harsh? ”  Then Ar i och ex-
plained  the sit u a tion  to Dan iel. ¹⁶  So Dan iel  went  and  asked  the 
 king  to  give  him  some  time,  so  that  he  could  give  the  king  the 
in ter pre ta tion.

¹⁷  Then Dan iel  went  to  his  house  and  told  his  friends Han a-
ni ah, Mish a el,  and Az a ri ah  about  the mat ter, ¹⁸ urg ing  them 
 to  ask  the  God  of  the heav ens  for mer cy con cern ing  this mys-
tery,  so Dan iel  and  his  friends  would  not  be de stroyed  with  the 
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10   |   DANIEL  2 

 rest  of Bab ylon’s  wise  men. ¹⁹  The mys tery  was  then re vealed 
 to Dan iel  in  a vi sion  at  night,  and Dan iel  praised  the  God  of  the 
heav ens ²⁰  and de clared:
  May the name of God
  be praised forever and ever,
  for wisdom and power belong to him.
 ²¹ He changes the times and seasons;
  he removes kings and establishes kings.
  He gives wisdom to the wise
  and knowledge to those
  who have understanding.
 ²² He reveals the deep and hidden things;
  he knows what is in the darkness,
  and light dwells with him.
 ²³ I offer thanks and praise to you,
  God of my ancestors,
  because you have given me
  wisdom and power.
  And now you have let me know
  what we asked of you,
  for you have let us know
  the king’s mystery.

²⁴ There fore Dan iel  went  to Ar i och,  whom  the  king  had as-
signed  to de stroy  the  wise  men  of Bab ylon.  He  came  and  said  to 
 him, “ Don’t de stroy  the  wise  men  of Bab ylon!  Bring  me be fore 
 the  king,  and  I  will  give  him  the in ter pre ta tion.”

²⁵  Then Ar i och quick ly  brought Dan iel be fore  the  king  and 
 said  to  him, “ I  have  found  a  man  among  the Ju de an ex iles  who 
 can  let  the  king  know  the in ter pre ta tion.”

²⁶  The  king  said  in re ply  to Dan iel,  whose  name  was Bel te-
shaz zar, “ Are  you  able  to  tell  me  the  dream  I  had  and  its in ter-
pre ta tion? ”
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12   |   DANIEL  2 

²⁷ Dan iel an swered  the  king, “ No  wise  man, me di um, ma gi-
cian,  or di vin er  is  able  to  make  known  to  the  king  the mys tery  he 
 asked  about. ²⁸  But  there  is  a  God  in heav en  who re veals mys ter-
ies,  and  he  has  let  King Neb u chad nez zar  know  what  will hap pen 
 in  the  last  days.  Your  dream  and  the vi sions  that  came  into  your 
 mind  as  you  lay  in  bed  were  these: ²⁹  Your Maj es ty,  while  you 
 were  in  your  bed,  thoughts  came  to  your  mind  about  what  will 
hap pen  in  the fu ture.  The re veal er  of mys ter ies  has  let  you  know 
 what  will hap pen. ³⁰  As  for  me,  this mys tery  has  been re vealed  to 
 me,  not be cause  I  have  more wis dom  than any one liv ing,  but  in 
or der  that  the in ter pre ta tion  might  be  made  known  to  the  king, 
 and  that  you  may un der stand  the  thoughts  of  your  mind.

The Dream’s Interpretation
³¹ “ Your Maj es ty,  as  you  were watch ing, sud den ly  a colos-
sal stat ue ap peared.  That stat ue,  tall  and daz zling,  was stand-
ing  in  front  of  you,  and  its ap pear ance  was ter ri fy ing. ³²  The 
 head  of  the stat ue  was  pure  gold,  its  chest  and  arms  were sil-
ver,  its stom ach  and  thighs  were  bronze, ³³  its  legs  were  iron, 
 and  its  feet  were part ly  iron  and part ly fired  clay. ³⁴  As  you  were 
watch ing,  a  stone  broke  off with out  a  hand touch ing  it,  struck 
 the stat ue  on  its  feet  of  iron  and fired  clay,  and  crushed  them. 
³⁵  Then  the  iron,  the fired  clay,  the  bronze,  the sil ver,  and  the 
 gold  were shat tered  and be came  like  chaff  from  the sum mer 
thresh ing  floors.  The  wind car ried  them  away,  and  not  a  trace 
 of  them  could  be  found.  But  the  stone  that  struck  the stat ue be-
came  a  great moun tain  and  filled  the  whole  earth.

³⁶ “ This  was  the  dream;  now  we  will  tell  the  king  its in ter pre-
ta tion. ³⁷  Your Maj es ty,  you  are  king  of  kings.  The  God  of  the 
heav ens  has giv en  you sov er eign ty, pow er,  strength,  and glo ry. 
³⁸ Wher ev er peo ple  live  —   or  wild an i mals,  or  birds  of  the  sky  
—   he  has hand ed  them  over  to  you  and  made  you rul er  over 
 them  all.  You  are  the  head  of  gold.
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