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David’s Last Days

1  Now  King Da vid  was  old  and ad vanced  in  age. Al though  they 
cov ered  him  with bedclothes,  he  could  not  get  warm. ²  So  his 

ser vants  said  to  him, “ Let  us  search  for  a  young vir gin  for  my 
 lord  the  king.  She  is  to at tend  the  king  and  be  his caregiver.  She 
 is  to  lie  by  your  side  so  that  my  lord  the  king  will  get  warm.” 
³  They  searched  for  a beau ti ful  girl through out  the ter ri to ry  of 
Is ra el;  they  found Ab i shag  the Shu nam mite  and  brought  her  to 
 the  king. ⁴  The  girl  was  of unsurpassed beau ty,  and  she be came 
 the  king’s caregiver.  She at tend ed  to  him,  but  he  was  not in ti-
mate  with  her.

Adonijah’s Bid for Power
⁵ Ad o ni jah  son  of Hag gith  kept exalting him self, say ing, “ I  will 
 be  king! ”  He pre pared char i ots, cav al ry,  and fif ty  men  to  run 
 ahead  of  him. ⁶  But  his fa ther  had nev er  once in fu ri at ed  him  by 
ask ing, “ Why  did  you  do  that? ”  In ad di tion,  he  was  quite hand-
some  and  was  born af ter Ab sa lom. ⁷  He con spired  with  Joab 
 son  of Zer u i ah  and  with  the  priest Abi a thar.  They sup port ed 
Ad o ni jah, ⁸  but  the  priest Za dok, Be na iah  son  of Je hoi a da,  the 
proph et Na than, Shim ei,  Rei,  and Da vid’s roy al  guard  did  not 
 side  with Ad o ni jah.

⁹ Ad o ni jah sac ri ficed  sheep,  goats, cat tle,  and fat tened cat tle 
 near  the  stone  of Zo he leth,  which  is  next  to En-rogel.  He in vit ed 
 all  his roy al broth ers  and  all  the  men  of Ju dah,  the ser vants  of 
 the  king, ¹⁰  but  he  did  not in vite  the proph et Na than, Be na iah, 
 the roy al  guard,  or  his broth er Sol o mon.

Nathan’s and Bathsheba’s Appeals
¹¹  Then Na than  said  to Bath she ba, Sol o mon’s moth er, “ Have  you 
 not  heard  that Ad o ni jah  son  of Hag gith  has be come  king  and 
 our  lord Da vid  does  not  know  it? ¹²  Now  please  come  and  let 
 me ad vise  you.  Save  your  life  and  the  life  of  your  son Sol o mon. 
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¹³  Go, ap proach  King Da vid  and  say  to  him, ‘ My  lord  the  king,  did 
 you  not  swear  to  your ser vant:  Your  son Sol o mon  is  to be come 
 king af ter  me,  and  he  is  the  one  who  is  to  sit  on  my  throne?  So 
 why  has Ad o ni jah be come  king? ’ ¹⁴  At  that mo ment,  while  you 
 are  still  there speak ing  with  the  king,  I’ll  come  in af ter  you  and 
con firm  your  words.”

¹⁵  So Bath she ba  went  to  the  king  in  his bed room.  Since  the 
 king  was  very  old, Ab i shag  the Shu nam mite  was at tend ing  to 
 him. ¹⁶ Bath she ba  knelt  low  and  paid hom age  to  the  king,  and 
 he  asked, “ What  do  you  want? ”

¹⁷  She re plied, “ My  lord,  you  swore  to  your ser vant  by  the 
 L ORD  your  God, ‘ Your  son Sol o mon  is  to be come  king af ter  me, 
 and  he  is  the  one  who  is  to  sit  on  my  throne.’ ¹⁸  Now  look, Ad o-
ni jah  has be come  king.  And,  my  lord  the  king,  you  didn’t  know 
 it. ¹⁹  He  has lavishly sac ri ficed  oxen, fat tened cat tle,  and  sheep. 
 He in vit ed  all  the  king’s  sons,  the  priest Abi a thar,  and  Joab  the 
com mand er  of  the  army,  but  he  did  not in vite  your ser vant Sol-
o mon. ²⁰  Now,  my  lord  the  king,  the  eyes  of  all Is ra el  are  on  you 
 to  tell  them  who  will  sit  on  the  throne  of  my  lord  the  king af ter 
 him. ²¹ Oth er wise,  when  my  lord  the  king  rests  with  his ances-
tors,  I  and  my  son Sol o mon  will  be re gard ed  as crim i nals.”

²²  At  that mo ment,  while  she  was  still speak ing  with  the 
 king,  the proph et Na than ar rived, ²³  and  it  was an nounced  to 
 the  king, “ The proph et Na than  is  here.”  He  came  into  the  king’s 
pres ence  and  paid hom age  to  him  with  his  face  to  the  ground.

²⁴ “ My  lord  the  king,” Na than  said, “ did  you  say, ‘Ad o ni jah 
 is  to be come  king af ter  me,  and  he  is  the  one  who  is  to  sit  on 
 my  throne’? ²⁵  For to day  he  went  down  and lavishly sac ri ficed 
 oxen, fat tened cat tle,  and  sheep.  He in vit ed  all  the  sons  of  the 
 king,  the com mand ers  of  the  army,  and  the  priest Abi a thar. 
 And  look! They’re eat ing  and drink ing  in  his pres ence,  and 
they’re say ing, ‘ Long  live  King Ad o ni jah! ’ ²⁶  But  he  did  not in-
vite  me  —   me,  your ser vant  —   or  the  priest Za dok  or Be na iah 
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 son  of Je hoi a da  or  your ser vant Sol o mon. ²⁷  I’m cer tain  my  lord 
 the  king  would  not  have  let  this hap pen with out let ting  your 
ser vant  know  who  will  sit  on  my  lord  the  king’s  throne af ter 
 him.”

Solomon Confirmed King
²⁸  King Da vid re spond ed  by say ing, “ Call  in Bath she ba  for  me.” 
 So  she  came  into  the  king’s pres ence  and  stood be fore  him. 
²⁹  The  king  swore  an  oath  and  said, “ As  the  L ORD  lives,  who  has 
re deemed  my  life  from ev ery diff i cul ty, ³⁰  just  as  I  swore  to  you 
 by  the  L ORD  God  of Is ra el:  Your  son Sol o mon  is  to be come  king 
af ter  me,  and  he  is  the  one  who  is  to  sit  on  my  throne  in  my 
 place,  that  is ex act ly  what  I  will  do  this  very  day.”

³¹ Bath she ba  knelt  low  with  her  face  to  the  ground, pay ing 
hom age  to  the  king,  and  said, “ May  my  lord  King Da vid  live for-
ev er! ”

³²  King Da vid  then  said, “ Call  in  the  priest Za dok,  the proph-
et Na than,  and Be na iah  son  of Je hoi a da  for  me.”  So  they  came 
 into  the  king’s pres ence. ³³  The  king  said  to  them, “ Take  my ser-
vants  with  you,  have  my  son Sol o mon  ride  on  my  own  mule, 
 and  take  him  down  to Gi hon. ³⁴  There,  the  priest Za dok  and  the 
proph et Na than  are  to  anoint  him  as  king  over Is ra el.  You  are 
 to  blow  the  ram’s  horn  and  say, ‘ Long  live  King Sol o mon! ’ ³⁵  You 
 are  to  come  up af ter  him,  and  he  is  to  come  in  and  sit  on  my 
 throne.  He  is  the  one  who  is  to be come  king  in  my  place;  he  is 
 the  one  I  have com mand ed  to  be rul er  over Is ra el  and Ju dah.”

³⁶ “ Amen,” Be na iah  son  of Je hoi a da re plied  to  the  king. “ May 
 the  L ORD,  the  God  of  my  lord  the  king,  so affirm  it. ³⁷  Just  as  the 
 L ORD  was  with  my  lord  the  king,  so  may  he  be  with Sol o mon 
 and  make  his  throne great er  than  the  throne  of  my  lord  King 
Da vid.”

³⁸  Then  the  priest Za dok,  the proph et Na than, Be na iah  son  of 
Je hoi a da,  the Cher e thites,  and  the Pel e thites  went  down,  had 
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Sol o mon  ride  on  King Da vid’s  mule,  and  took  him  to Gi hon. 
³⁹  The  priest Za dok  took  the  horn  of  oil  from  the tab er na cle  and 
anoint ed Sol o mon.  Then  they  blew  the  ram’s  horn,  and  all  the 
peo ple pro claimed, “ Long  live  King Sol o mon! ” ⁴⁰  All  the peo-
ple  went  up af ter  him, play ing  flutes  and re joic ing  with  such  a 
 great  joy  that  the  earth  split  open  from  the  sound.

Adonijah Hears of Solomon’s Coronation
⁴¹ Ad o ni jah  and  all  the in vit ed  guests  who  were  with  him  heard 
 the  noise  as  they fin ished eat ing.  Joab  heard  the  sound  of  the 
 ram’s  horn  and  said, “ Why  is  the  town  in  such  an up roar? ” ⁴²  He 
 was  still speak ing  when Jon a than  son  of Abi a thar  the  priest, 
sud den ly ar rived. Ad o ni jah  said, “ Come  in,  for  you  are  an im-
por tant  man,  and  you  must  be bring ing  good  news.”

⁴³ “Unfortunately  not,” Jon a than an swered  him. “ Our  lord 
 King Da vid  has  made Sol o mon  king. ⁴⁴  And  with Sol o mon,  the 
 king  has  sent  the  priest Za dok,  the proph et Na than, Be na iah 
 son  of Je hoi a da,  the Cher e thites,  and  the Pel e thites,  and  they 
 have  had  him  ride  on  the  king’s  mule. ⁴⁵  The  priest Za dok  and 
 the proph et Na than  have anoint ed  him  king  in Gi hon.  They 
 have  gone  up  from  there re joic ing.  The  town  has  been  in  an up-
roar;  that’s  the  noise  you  heard. ⁴⁶ Sol o mon  has  even tak en  his 
 seat  on  the roy al  throne.

⁴⁷ “ The  king’s ser vants  have  also  gone  to con grat u late  our 
 lord  King Da vid, say ing, ‘ May  your  God  make  the  name  of Sol-
o mon  more  well  known  than  your  name,  and  may  he  make  his 
 throne great er  than  your  throne.’  Then  the  king  bowed  in wor-
ship  on  his  bed. ⁴⁸  And  the  king  went  on  to  say  this: ‘ Blessed  be 
 the  L ORD  God  of Is ra el! To day  he  has pro vid ed  one  to  sit  on  my 
 throne,  and  I  am  a wit ness.’ ”

⁴⁹  Then  all  of Ad o ni jah’s  guests  got  up trem bling  and  went 
 their sep a rate  ways. ⁵⁰ Ad o ni jah  was  afraid  of Sol o mon,  so  he 
 got  up  and  went  to  take  hold  of  the  horns  of  the al tar.
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⁵¹  It  was re port ed  to Sol o mon, “ Look, Ad o ni jah  fears  King Sol-
o mon,  and  he  has tak en  hold  of  the  horns  of  the al tar, say ing, 
‘ Let  King Sol o mon  first  swear  to  me  that  he  will  not  kill  his ser-
vant  with  the  sword.’ ”

⁵²  Then Sol o mon  said, “ If  he  is  a  man  of char ac ter,  not  a sin gle 
 hair  of  his  will  fall  to  the  ground,  but  if  evil  is  found  in  him,  he 
 dies.” ⁵³  So  King Sol o mon  sent  for  him,  and  they  took  him  down 
 from  the al tar.  He  came  and  paid hom age  to  King Sol o mon,  and 
Sol o mon  said  to  him, “ Go  to  your  home.”

David’s Dying Instructions to Solomon

2   As  the  time ap proached  for Da vid  to  die,  he or dered  his  son 
Sol o mon, ² “ As  for  me,  I  am go ing  the  way  of  all  of  the  earth. 

 Be  strong  and  be  a  man, ³  and  keep  your ob li ga tion  to  the  L ORD 
 your  God  to  walk  in  his  ways  and  to  keep  his stat utes, com-
mands, or di nances,  and de crees.  This  is writ ten  in  the  law  of 
Mo ses,  so  that  you  will  have suc cess  in ev ery thing  you  do  and 
wher ev er  you  turn, ⁴  and  so  that  the  L ORD  will ful fill  his prom-
ise  that  he  made  to  me: ‘ If  your  sons take care  to  walk faith ful ly 
be fore  me  with  all  their  heart  and  all  their  soul,  you  will nev er 
 fail  to  have  a  man  on  the  throne  of Is ra el.’

⁵ “ You  also  know  what  Joab  son  of Zer u i ah  did  to  me  and 
 what  he  did  to  the  two com mand ers  of Is ra el’s  army, Ab ner  son 
 of  Ner  and Am a sa  son  of Je ther.  He mur dered  them  in  a  time  of 
 peace  to  avenge  blood  shed  in  war.  He  spilled  that  blood  on  his 
 own waist band  and  on  the san dals  of  his  feet. ⁶  Act ac cord ing 
 to  your wis dom,  and  do  not  let  his  gray  head de scend  to She ol 
 in  peace.

⁷ “ Show kind ness  to  the  sons  of Bar zil lai  the Gil e ad ite  and  let 
 them  be  among  those  who  eat  at  your ta ble be cause  they sup-
port ed  me  when  I  fled  from  your broth er Ab sa lom.

⁸ “ Keep  an  eye  on Shim ei  son  of  Gera,  the Ben ja min ite  from 
Ba hu rim  who  is  with  you.  He ut tered ma li cious curs es  against 
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