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Greeting

1  Paul, Silvanus,  and Tim o thy:
 To  the  church  of  the Thes sa lo ni ans  in  God  the Fa ther  and  the 

 Lord  Jesus  Christ.
 Grace  to  you  and  peace.

Thanksgiving
2  We al ways  thank  God  for  all  of  you, mak ing men tion  of  you 
con stant ly  in  our  prayers. 3  We re call,  in  the pres ence  of  our 
 God  and Fa ther,  your  work pro duced  by  faith,  your la bor moti-
vated  by  love,  and  your en dur ance in spired  by  hope  in  our  Lord 
 Jesus  Christ. 4  For  we  know, broth ers  and sis ters  loved  by  God, 
 that  he  has cho sen  you, 5 be cause  our gos pel  did  not  come  to 
 you  in  word  only,  but  also  in pow er,  in  the  Holy Spir it,  and  with 
 full as sur ance.  You  know  how  we  lived  among  you  for  your 
ben e fit, 6  and  you your selves be came im i ta tors  of  us  and  of  the 
 Lord  when,  in  spite  of se vere per se cu tion,  you wel comed  the 
mes sage  with  joy  from  the  Holy Spir it. 7  As  a re sult,  you be came 
 an ex am ple  to  all  the be liev ers  in Mac e do nia  and Acha ia. 8  For 
 the  word  of  the  Lord  rang  out  from  you,  not  only  in Mac e do nia 
 and Acha ia,  but  in ev ery  place  that  your  faith  in  God  has  gone 
 out. There fore,  we  don’t  need  to  say any thing, 9  for  they them-
selves re port  what  kind  of re cep tion  we  had  from  you:  how  you 
 turned  to  God  from  idols  to  serve  the liv ing  and  true  God 10  and 
 to  wait  for  his  Son  from heav en,  whom  he  raised  from  the  dead  
—   Jesus,  who res cues  us  from  the com ing  wrath.

Paul’s Conduct

2  For  you your selves  know, broth ers  and sis ters,  that  our vis it 
 with  you  was  not with out re sult. 2  On  the con trary, af ter  we 

 had pre vi ous ly suf ered  and  were treat ed outrageously  in Phi-
lip pi,  as  you  know,  we  were em bold ened  by  our  God  to  speak 
 the gos pel  of  God  to  you  in  spite  of  great op po si tion. 3  For  our 
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ex hor ta tion  didn’t  come  from er ror  or im pu ri ty  or  an in tent  to 
de ceive. 4 In stead,  just  as  we  have  been ap proved  by  God  to  be 
en trust ed  with  the gos pel,  so  we  speak,  not  to  please peo ple, 
 but rath er  God,  who ex am ines  our  hearts. 5  For  we nev er  used 
flat ter ing  speech,  as  you  know,  or  had  greedy mo tives  —   God 
 is  our wit ness  —   6  and  we  didn’t  seek glo ry  from peo ple, ei ther 
 from  you  or  from oth ers. 7 Al though  we  could  have  been  a bur-
den  as  Christ’s apos tles, in stead  we  were gen tle  among  you,  as 
 a  nurse nurtures  her  own chil dren. 8  We  cared  so  much  for  you 
 that  we  were  pleased  to  share  with  you  not  only  the gos pel  of 
 God  but  also  our  own  lives, be cause  you  had be come  dear  to  us. 
9  For  you re mem ber  our la bor  and hard ship, broth ers  and sis-
ters. Work ing  night  and  day  so  that  we  would  not bur den  any 
 of  you,  we  preached  God’s gos pel  to  you. 10  You  are wit ness es, 
 and  so  is  God,  of  how devoutly, righ teous ly,  and blame less ly  we 
con duct ed our selves  with  you be liev ers. 11  As  you  know,  like  a 
fa ther  with  his  own chil dren, 12  we en cour aged, com fort ed,  and 
implored  each  one  of  you  to walk wor thy  of  God,  who  calls  you 
 into  his  own king dom  and glo ry.

Reception and Opposition to the Message
13  This  is  why  we con stant ly  thank  God, be cause  when  you re-
ceived  the  word  of  God  that  you  heard  from  us,  you wel comed 
 it  not  as  a hu man mes sage,  but  as  it tru ly  is,  the  word  of  God, 
 which  also  works ef ec tive ly  in  you  who be lieve. 14  For  you, 
broth ers  and sis ters, be came im i ta tors  of  God’s church es  in 
 Christ  Jesus  that  are  in Ju dea,  since  you  have  also suf ered  the 
 same  things  from peo ple  of  your  own coun try,  just  as  they  did 
 from  the  Jews 15  who  killed  the  Lord  Jesus  and  the proph ets  and 
per se cut ed  us.  They dis please  God  and  are hos tile  to ev ery one, 
16  by keep ing  us  from speak ing  to  the Gen tiles  so  that  they  may 
 be  saved.  As  a re sult,  they  are con stant ly fill ing  up  their  sins  to 
 the lim it,  and  wrath  has over tak en  them  at  last.
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Paul’s Desire to See Them
17  But  as  for  us, broth ers  and sis ters, af ter  we  were  forced  to 
 leave  you  for  a  short  time ( in per son,  not  in  heart),  we great-
ly de sired  and  made ev ery ef ort  to re turn  and  see  you  face  to 
 face. 18  So  we want ed  to  come  to  you  —   even  I,  Paul,  time  and 
 again  —   but Sa tan hin dered  us. 19  For  who  is  our  hope  or  joy  or 
 crown  of boast ing  in  the pres ence  of  our  Lord  Jesus  at  his com-
ing?  Is  it  not  you? 20 In deed  you  are  our glo ry  and  joy!

Anxiety in Athens

3 There fore,  when  we  could  no lon ger  stand  it,  we  thought 
 it  was bet ter  to  be  left  alone  in Ath ens. 2  And  we  sent Tim-

o thy,  our broth er  and  God’s co work er  in  the gos pel  of  Christ, 
 to strength en  and en cour age  you con cern ing  your  faith, 3  so 
 that  no  one  will  be shak en  by  these aflictions.  For  you your-
selves  know  that  we  are ap point ed  to  this. 4  In  fact,  when  we 
 were  with  you,  we  told  you  in ad vance  that  we  were go ing  to 
ex pe ri ence afliction,  and  as  you  know,  it hap pened. 5  For  this 
rea son,  when  I  could  no lon ger  stand  it,  I  also  sent  him  to  find 
 out  about  your  faith, fear ing  that  the tempt er  had tempt ed  you 
 and  that  our la bor  might  be  for noth ing.

Encouraged by Timothy
6  But  now Tim o thy  has  come  to  us  from  you  and  brought  us 
 good  news  about  your  faith  and  love.  He re port ed  that  you al-
ways  have  good mem o ries  of  us  and  that  you  long  to  see  us, 
 as  we  also  long  to  see  you. 7 There fore, broth ers  and sis ters,  in 
 all  our dis tress  and afliction,  we  were en cour aged  about  you 
 through  your  faith. 8  For  now  we  live,  if  you  stand  firm  in  the 
 Lord. 9  How  can  we  thank  God  for  you  in re turn  for  all  the  joy 
 we ex pe ri ence be fore  our  God be cause  of  you, 10  as  we  pray 
 very ear nest ly  night  and  day  to  see  you  face  to  face  and  to com-
plete  what  is lack ing  in  your  faith?
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Prayer for the Church
11  Now  may  our  God  and Fa ther him self,  and  our  Lord  Jesus, di-
rect  our  way  to  you. 12  And  may  the  Lord  cause  you  to in crease 
 and over flow  with  love  for  one an oth er  and  for ev ery one,  just 
 as  we  do  for  you. 13  May  he  make  your  hearts blame less  in ho li-
ness be fore  our  God  and Fa ther  at  the com ing  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
 with  all  his  saints.  Amen.

The Call to Sanctification

4 Additionally  then, broth ers  and sis ters,  we  ask  and en-
cour age  you  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  that  as  you  have re ceived in-

struc tion  from  us  on  how  you  should  live  and  please  God  —   as 
 you  are do ing  —   do  this  even  more. 2  For  you  know  what com-
mands  we  gave  you  through  the  Lord  Jesus.

3  For  this  is  God’s  will,  your sanctification:  that  you  keep 
 away  from sex u al im mo ral i ty, 4  that  each  of  you  knows  how  to 
con trol  his  own  body  in ho li ness  and hon or, 5  not  with lust ful 
pas sions,  like  the Gen tiles,  who  don’t  know  God. 6  This  means 
 one  must  not transgress  against  and  take ad van tage  of  a broth-
er  or sis ter  in  this man ner, be cause  the  Lord  is  an aveng er  of 
 all  these of enses,  as  we  also pre vi ous ly  told  and  warned  you. 
7  For  God  has  not  called  us  to im pu ri ty  but  to  live  in ho li ness. 
8 Con se quent ly, any one  who re jects  this  does  not re ject  man, 
 but  God,  who  gives  you  his  Holy Spir it.

Loving and Working
9  About broth er ly  love:  You  don’t  need  me  to  write  you be-
cause  you your selves  are  taught  by  God  to  love  one an oth er. 
10  In  fact,  you  are do ing  this to ward  all  the broth ers  and sis-
ters  in  the en tire re gion  of Mac e do nia.  But  we en cour age  you, 
broth ers  and sis ters,  to  do  this  even  more, 11  to  seek  to  lead  a 
qui et  life,  to  mind  your  own busi ness,  and  to  work  with  your 
 own  hands,  as  we com mand ed  you, 12  so  that  you  may be have 




