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The Gospel of God for Rome

1  Paul,  a ser vant  of  Christ  Jesus,  called  as  an apos tle  and  set 
 apart  for  the gos pel  of  God  —   2  which  he prom ised be fore-

hand  through  his proph ets  in  the  Holy Scrip tures  —   3 con-
cern ing  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who  was  a de scen dant 
 of Da vid ac cord ing  to  the  flesh 4  and  was ap point ed  to  be  the 
pow er ful  Son  of  God ac cord ing  to  the Spir it  of ho li ness  by  the 
res ur rec tion  of  the  dead. 5  Through  him  we  have re ceived  grace 
 and apos tle ship  to  bring  about  the obe di ence  of  faith  for  the 
 sake  of  his  name  among  all  the Gen tiles, 6 in clud ing  you  who 
 are  also  called  by  Jesus  Christ.

7  To  all  who  are  in  Rome,  loved  by  God,  called  as  saints.
 Grace  to  you  and  peace  from  God  our Fa ther  and  the  Lord 

 Jesus  Christ.

Paul’s Desire to Visit Rome
8  First,  I  thank  my  God  through  Jesus  Christ  for  all  of  you 
be cause  the  news  of  your  faith  is be ing re port ed  in  all  the 
 world. 9  God  is  my wit ness,  whom  I  serve  with  my spir-
it  in tell ing  the  good  news  about  his  Son  —   that  I con stant-
ly men tion  you, 10 al ways ask ing  in  my  prayers  that  if  it  is 
some how  in  God’s  will,  I  may  now  at  last suc ceed  in com ing 
 to  you. 11  For  I  want  very  much  to  see  you,  so  that  I  may im-
part  to  you  some spir i tu al  gift  to strength en  you, 12  that  is, 
 to  be mu tu al ly en cour aged  by  each oth er’s  faith,  both  yours 
 and  mine.

13  Now  I  don’t  want  you  to  be un aware, broth ers  and sis ters, 
 that  I of ten  planned  to  come  to  you ( but  was pre vent ed un til 
 now)  in or der  that  I  might  have  a fruit ful min is try  among  you, 
 just  as  I  have  had  among  the  rest  of  the Gen tiles. 14  I  am ob li-
gat ed  both  to  Greeks  and bar bar i ans,  both  to  the  wise  and  the 
fool ish. 15  So  I  am ea ger  to  preach  the gos pel  to  you  also  who 
 are  in  Rome.
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The Righteous Will Live by Faith
16  For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the gos pel, be cause  it  is  the pow er 
 of  God  for sal va tion  to ev ery one  who be lieves,  first  to  the  Jew, 
 and  also  to  the  Greek. 17  For  in  it  the righ teous ness  of  God  is re-
vealed  from  faith  to  faith,  just  as  it  is writ ten:  The righ teous 
 will  live  by  faith.

The Guilt of the Gentile World
18  For  God’s  wrath  is re vealed  from heav en  against  all god-
less ness  and un righ teous ness  of peo ple  who  by  their un-
righ teous ness sup press  the  truth, 19  since  what  can  be  known 
 about  God  is ev i dent  among  them, be cause  God  has  shown  it 
 to  them. 20  For  his in vis i ble attributes,  that  is,  his eter nal pow-
er  and di vine na ture,  have  been clear ly  seen  since  the cre a tion 
 of  the  world, be ing un der stood  through  what  he  has  made.  As 
 a re sult, peo ple  are with out ex cuse. 21  For  though  they  knew 
 God,  they  did  not glo ri fy  him  as  God  or  show grat i tude. In-
stead,  their think ing be came worth less,  and  their sense less 
 hearts  were dark ened. 22 Claim ing  to  be  wise,  they be came 
 fools 23  and ex changed  the glo ry  of  the im mor tal  God  for im-
ages re sem bling mor tal  man,  birds, four-footed an i mals,  and 
rep tiles.

24 There fore  God de liv ered  them  over  in  the de sires  of  their 
 hearts  to sex u al im pu ri ty,  so  that  their bod ies  were de grad ed 
 among them selves. 25  They ex changed  the  truth  of  God  for  a  lie, 
 and wor shiped  and  served  what  has  been cre at ed in stead  of 
 the Cre a tor,  who  is  praised for ev er.  Amen.

From Idolatry to Depravity
26  For  this rea son  God de liv ered  them  over  to dis grace ful pas-
sions.  Their wom en ex changed nat u ral sex u al re la tions  for 
un nat u ral  ones. 27  The  men  in  the  same  way  also  left nat u-
ral re la tions  with wom en  and  were in flamed  in  their  lust  for 
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 one an oth er.  Men com mit ted shame less  acts  with  men  and re-
ceived  in  their  own per sons  the ap pro pri ate pen al ty  of  their 
er ror.

28  And be cause  they  did  not  think  it worth while  to ac knowl-
edge  God,  God de liv ered  them  over  to  a cor rupt  mind  so  that 
 they  do  what  is  not  right. 29  They  are  filled  with  all un righ-
teous ness,  evil,  greed,  and wick ed ness.  They  are  full  of  envy, 
mur der, quar rels, de ceit,  and mal ice.  They  are gos sips, 30 slan-
der ers, God-haters, ar ro gant,  proud, boast ful, in ven tors  of  evil, 
dis obe di ent  to par ents, 31 sense less, untrustworthy, unloving, 
 and unmerciful. 32 Al though  they  know  God’s  just sen tence  —  
 that  those  who prac tice  such  things de serve  to  die  —   they  not 
 only  do  them,  but  even applaud oth ers  who prac tice  them.

God’s Righteous Judgment

2 There fore, ev ery  one  of  you  who judg es  is with out ex-
cuse.  For  when  you  judge an oth er,  you con demn your self, 

 since  you,  the  judge,  do  the  same  things. 2  Now we  know  that 
 God’s judg ment  on  those  who  do  such  things  is  based  on  the 
 truth. 3  Do  you  think  —  any one  of  you  who judg es  those  who 
 do  such  things  yet  do  the  same  —   that  you  will es cape  God’s 
judg ment? 4  Or  do  you de spise  the rich es  of  his kind ness, re-
straint,  and pa tience,  not rec og niz ing  that  God’s kind ness  is 
in tend ed  to  lead  you  to re pen tance? 5 Be cause  of  your hard-
ened  and un re pen tant  heart  you  are stor ing  up  wrath  for 
your self  in  the  day  of  wrath,  when  God’s righ teous judg ment 
 is re vealed. 6  He  will re pay  each  one ac cord ing  to  his  works: 
7 eter nal  life  to  those  who  by per sis tence  in do ing  good  seek 
glo ry, hon or,  and im mor tal i ty; 8  but  wrath  and an ger  to  those 
 who  are self-seeking  and dis obey  the  truth  while obey ing un-
righ teous ness. 9  There  will  be affliction  and dis tress  for ev ery 
hu man be ing  who  does  evil,  first  to  the  Jew,  and  also  to  the 
 Greek; 10  but glo ry, hon or,  and  peace  for ev ery one  who  does 
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 what  is  good,  first  to  the  Jew,  and  also  to  the  Greek. 11  For  there 
 is  no fa vor it ism  with  God.

12  For all  who  sin with out  the  law  will  also per ish with out  the 
 law,  and  all  who  sin un der  the  law  will  be  judged  by  the  law. 
13  For  the hear ers  of  the  law  are  not righ teous be fore  God,  but 
 the doers  of  the  law  will  be jus ti fied. 14  So,  when Gen tiles,  who 
 do  not  by na ture  have  the  law,  do  what  the  law de mands,  they 
 are  a  law  to them selves  even  though  they  do  not  have  the  law. 
15  They  show  that  the  work  of  the  law  is writ ten  on  their  hearts. 
 Their con sciences con firm  this.  Their competing  thoughts ei-
ther ac cuse  or  even ex cuse  them 16  on  the  day  when  God judg es 
 what peo ple  have  kept se cret, ac cord ing  to  my gos pel  through 
 Christ  Jesus.

Jewish Violation of the Law
17  Now  if  you  call your self  a  Jew,  and  rely  on  the  law,  and  boast 
 in  God, 18  and  know  his  will,  and ap prove  the  things  that  are 
su pe ri or, be ing in struct ed  from  the  law, 19  and  if  you  are con-
vinced  that  you  are  a  guide  for  the  blind,  a  light  to  those  in 
dark ness, 20  an in struc tor  of  the ig no rant,  a teach er  of  the im-
mature, hav ing  the em bodi ment  of knowl edge  and  truth  in  the 
 law  —   21  you  then,  who  teach an oth er,  don’t  you  teach your-
self?  You  who  preach, “ You  must  not  steal”  —   do  you  steal? 
22  You  who  say, “ You  must  not com mit adul tery”  —   do  you com-
mit adul tery?  You  who de test  idols,  do  you  rob tem ples? 23  You 
 who  boast  in  the  law,  do  you dis hon or  God  by break ing  the 
 law? 24  For,  as  it  is writ ten:  The  name  of  God  is blas phemed 
 among  the Gen tiles be cause  of  you.

Circumcision of the Heart
25 Cir cum ci sion ben e fits  you  if  you ob serve  the  law,  but  if 
 you  are  a law break er,  your cir cum ci sion  has be come un cir-
cum ci sion. 26  So  if  an un cir cum cised  man  keeps  the  law’s 




