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Greeting

1 Pe ter,  an apos tle  of  Jesus  Christ:
 To  those cho sen, liv ing  as ex iles dis persed  abroad  in Pon tus, 

Ga la tia, Cap pa do cia,  Asia,  and Bi thyn ia, cho sen 2 ac cord ing  to 
 the fore knowl edge  of  God  the Fa ther,  through  the sanc ti fy ing 
 work  of  the Spir it,  to  be obe di ent  and  to  be sprin kled  with  the 
 blood  of  Jesus  Christ.

 May  grace  and  peace  be mul ti plied  to  you.

A Living Hope
3  Blessed  be  the  God  and Fa ther  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. Be-
cause  of  his  great mer cy  he  has giv en  us  new  birth  into  a liv ing 
 hope  through  the res ur rec tion  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead 
4  and  into  an in her i tance  that  is im per ish able, undefiled,  and 
un fad ing,  kept  in heav en  for  you. 5  You  are be ing guard ed  by 
 God’s pow er  through  faith  for  a sal va tion  that  is  ready  to  be re-
vealed  in  the  last  time. 6  You re joice  in  this,  even  though  now 
 for  a  short  time,  if nec es sary,  you suf er  grief  in var i ous tri als 
7  so  that  the prov en char ac ter  of  your  faith  —   more valu able 
 than  gold  which,  though per ish able,  is re fined  by  fire  —   may 
re sult  in  praise, glo ry,  and hon or  at  the rev e la tion  of  Jesus 
 Christ. 8  Though  you  have  not  seen  him,  you  love  him;  though 
 not see ing  him  now,  you be lieve  in  him,  and  you re joice  with 
in ex press ible  and glo ri ous  joy, 9 be cause  you  are re ceiv ing  the 
 goal  of  your  faith,  the sal va tion  of  your  souls.

10 Con cern ing  this sal va tion,  the proph ets,  who proph e sied 
 about  the  grace  that  would  come  to  you,  searched  and care ful-
ly in ves ti gat ed. 11  They in quired  into  what  time  or  what cir cum-
stanc es  the Spir it  of  Christ with in  them  was in di cat ing  when 
 he tes ti fied  in ad vance  to  the suf er ings  of  Christ  and  the glo-
ries  that  would fol low. 12  It  was re vealed  to  them  that  they  were 
 not serv ing them selves  but  you.  These  things  have  now  been 
an nounced  to  you  through  those  who  preached  the gos pel  to 
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 you  by  the  Holy Spir it  sent  from heav en  —  an gels  long  to  catch 
 a  glimpse  of  these  things.

A Call to Holy Living
13 There fore,  with  your  minds  ready  for ac tion,  be sober-mind-
ed  and  set  your  hope com plete ly  on  the  grace  to  be  brought  to 
 you  at  the rev e la tion  of  Jesus  Christ. 14  As obe di ent chil dren, 
 do  not  be con formed  to  the de sires  of  your for mer ig no rance. 
15  But  as  the  one  who  called  you  is  holy,  you  also  are  to  be  holy 
 in  all  your con duct; 16  for  it  is writ ten,  Be  holy, be cause  I  am 
 holy. 17  If  you ap peal  to  the Fa ther  who judg es im par tial ly ac-
cord ing  to  each  one’s  work,  you  are  to con duct your selves  in 
rev er ence dur ing  your  time liv ing  as strang ers. 18  For  you  know 
 that  you  were re deemed  from  your emp ty  way  of  life in her it ed 
 from  your ancestors,  not  with per ish able  things  like sil ver  or 
 gold, 19  but  with  the pre cious  blood  of  Christ,  like  that  of  an un-
blem ished  and spot less  lamb. 20  He  was foreknown be fore  the 
foun da tion  of  the  world  but  was re vealed  in  these  last  times  for 
 you. 21  Through  him  you be lieve  in  God,  who  raised  him  from 
 the  dead  and  gave  him glo ry,  so  that  your  faith  and  hope  are  in 
 God.

22  Since  you  have pu ri fied your selves  by  your obe di ence  to 
 the  truth,  so  that  you  show sin cere broth er ly  love  for  each oth-
er,  from  a  pure  heart  love  one an oth er con stant ly, 23 be cause 
 you  have  been  born  again  —   not  of per ish able  seed  but  of im-
per ish able  —   through  the liv ing  and en dur ing  word  of  God. 
24  For
  All flesh is like grass,
  and all its glory like a flower  

of the grass.
  The grass withers, and the flower falls,
 25 but the word of the Lord endures forever.
 And  this  word  is  the gos pel  that  was pro claimed  to  you.
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The Living Stone and a Holy People

2 There fore,  rid your selves  of  all mal ice,  all de ceit, hy poc ri sy, 
 envy,  and  all slan der. 2  Like new born in fants, de sire  the  pure 

 milk  of  the  word,  so  that  by it you  may  grow  up  into  your sal va-
tion, 3  if  you  have tast ed  that  the  Lord  is  good. 4  As  you  come  to 
 him,  a liv ing  stone  —  re ject ed  by peo ple  but cho sen  and hon ored 
 by  God  —   5  you your selves,  as liv ing  stones,  a spir i tu al  house,  are 
be ing  built  to  be  a  holy priest hood  to of er spir i tu al sac ri fic es ac-
cept able  to  God  through  Jesus  Christ. 6  For  it  stands  in Scrip ture:
  See, I lay a stone in Zion,
  a chosen and honored cornerstone,
  and the one who believes in him
  will never be put to shame.
7  So hon or  will  come  to  you  who be lieve;  but  for  the un be liev-
ing,
  The stone that the builders rejected —
  this one has become the cornerstone,
8  and
  A stone to stumble over,
  and a rock to trip over.
 They stum ble be cause  they dis obey  the  word;  they  were des-
tined  for  this.

9  But  you  are  a cho sen  race,  a roy al priest hood,  a  holy na
tion,  a peo ple  for  his pos ses sion,  so  that  you  may pro claim 
 the prais es  of  the  one  who  called  you  out  of dark ness  into  his 
mar vel ous  light. 10  Once  you  were  not  a peo ple,  but  now  you  are 
 God’s peo ple;  you  had  not re ceived mer cy,  but  now  you  have 
re ceived mer cy.

A Call to Good Works
11  Dear  friends,  I  urge  you  as strang ers  and ex iles  to ab stain 
 from sin ful de sires  that  wage  war  against  the  soul. 12 Con duct 
your selves hon or ably  among  the Gen tiles,  so  that  when  they 
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slan der  you  as evil do ers,  they  will ob serve  your  good  works 
 and  will glo ri fy  God  on  the  day  he vis its.

13 Sub mit  to ev ery hu man au thor i ty be cause  of  the  Lord, 
wheth er  to  the em per or  as  the su preme au thor i ty 14  or  to gov-
er nors  as  those  sent  out  by  him  to pun ish  those  who  do  what 
 is  evil  and  to  praise  those  who  do  what  is  good. 15  For  it  is  God’s 
 will  that  you si lence  the ig no rance  of fool ish peo ple  by do ing 
 good. 16 Sub mit  as  free peo ple,  not us ing  your free dom  as  a cov-
er-up  for  evil,  but  as  God’s  slaves. 17 Hon or ev ery one.  Love  the 
broth ers  and sis ters.  Fear  God. Hon or  the em per or.

Submission of Slaves to Masters
18 House hold  slaves, sub mit  to  your mas ters  with  all rev er ence  not 
 only  to  the  good  and gen tle  ones  but  also  to  the cru el. 19  For  it  brings 
fa vor  if, be cause  of  a consciousness  of  God, some one en dures  grief 
 from suf er ing un just ly. 20  For  what cred it  is  there  if  when  you  do 
 wrong  and  are beat en,  you en dure  it?  But  when  you  do  what  is 
 good  and suf er,  if  you en dure  it,  this  brings fa vor  with  God.

21  For  you  were  called  to  this, be cause  Christ  also suf ered 
 for  you, leav ing  you  an ex am ple,  that  you  should fol low  in  his 
 steps. 22  He  did  not com mit  sin,  and  no de ceit  was  found  in 
 his  mouth; 23  when  he  was in sult ed,  he  did  not in sult  in re turn; 
 when  he suf ered,  he  did  not threat en  but en trust ed him self 
 to  the  one  who judg es just ly. 24  He him self  bore  our  sins  in  his 
 body  on  the  tree;  so  that, hav ing  died  to  sins,  we  might  live  for 
righ teous ness.  By  his  wounds  you  have  been  healed. 25  For 
 you  were  like  sheep go ing  astray,  but  you  have  now re turned 
 to  the Shep herd  and Over seer  of  your  souls.

Wives and Husbands

3  In  the  same  way,  wives, sub mit your selves  to  your  own 
hus bands  so  that,  even  if  some dis obey  the  word,  they  may 

 be  won  over with out  a  word  by  the  way  their  wives  live 2  when 




