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Greeting

1  James,  a ser vant  of  God  and  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ:
 To  the  twelve  tribes dis persed  abroad.
Greet ings.

Trials and Maturity
2 Con sid er  it  a  great  joy,  my broth ers  and sis ters, when ev er  you 
ex pe ri ence var i ous tri als, 3 be cause  you  know  that  the test ing 
 of  your  faith pro duc es en dur ance. 4  And  let en dur ance  have 
 its  full ef ect,  so  that  you  may  be ma ture  and com plete, lack-
ing noth ing.

5  Now  if  any  of  you  lacks wis dom,  he  should  ask  God  —   who 
 gives  to  all gen er ous ly  and ungrudgingly  —   and  it  will  be giv-
en  to  him. 6  But  let  him  ask  in  faith with out doubt ing.  For  the 
doubter  is  like  the surg ing  sea, driv en  and  tossed  by  the  wind. 
7  That per son  should  not ex pect  to re ceive any thing  from  the 
 Lord, 8 be ing double-minded  and un sta ble  in  all  his  ways.

9  Let  the broth er  of hum ble cir cum stanc es  boast  in  his ex-
altation, 10  but  let  the  rich  boast  in  his hu mil i a tion be cause  he 
 will  pass  away  like  a flow er  of  the  field. 11  For  the  sun ris es  and, 
to geth er  with  the scorch ing  wind,  dries  up  the  grass;  its flow-
er  falls  of,  and  its beau ti ful ap pear ance per ish es.  In  the  same 
 way,  the  rich per son  will with er  away  while pur su ing  his ac-
tivi ties.

12  Blessed  is  the  one  who en dures tri als, be cause  when  he 
 has  stood  the  test  he  will re ceive  the  crown  of  life  that  God  has 
prom ised  to  those  who  love  him.

13  No  one un der go ing  a tri al  should  say, “ I  am be ing tempt-
ed  by  God,”  since  God  is  not tempt ed  by  evil,  and  he him self 
 doesn’t  tempt any one. 14  But  each per son  is tempt ed  when  he 
 is  drawn  away  and en ticed  by  his  own  evil de sire. 15  Then af ter 
de sire  has con ceived,  it  gives  birth  to  sin,  and  when  sin  is ful ly 
 grown,  it  gives  birth  to  death.
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16  Don’t  be de ceived,  my  dear broth ers  and sis ters. 17 Ev ery 
 good  and per fect  gift  is  from  above, com ing  down  from  the Fa-
ther  of  lights,  who  does  not  change  like shift ing shad ows. 18  By 
 his  own  choice,  he  gave  us  birth  by  the  word  of  truth  so  that  we 
 would  be  a  kind  of first fruits  of  his crea tures.

Hearing and Doing the Word
19  My  dear broth ers  and sis ters, un der stand  this: Ev ery one 
 should  be  quick  to lis ten,  slow  to  speak,  and  slow  to an ger, 
20  for hu man an ger  does  not ac com plish  God’s righ teous ness. 
21 There fore, ridding your selves  of  all mor al  filth  and  the  evil 
 that  is  so prev a lent, hum bly re ceive  the im plant ed  word,  which 
 is  able  to  save  your  souls.

22  But  be doers  of  the  word  and  not hear ers  only, de ceiv ing 
your selves. 23 Be cause  if any one  is  a hearer  of  the  word  and  not 
 a  doer,  he  is  like some one look ing  at  his  own  face  in  a mir ror. 
24  For  he  looks  at him self,  goes  away,  and im me di ate ly for gets 
 what  kind  of per son  he  was. 25  But  the  one  who  looks in tent ly 
 into  the per fect  law  of free dom  and per se veres  in  it,  and  is  not 
 a forgetful hearer  but  a  doer  who  works  —   this per son  will  be 
 blessed  in  what  he  does.

26  If any one  thinks  he  is re li gious with out con trol ling  his 
 tongue,  his re li gion  is use less  and  he de ceives him self. 27  Pure 
 and undefiled re li gion be fore  God  the Fa ther  is  this:  to  look af-
ter or phans  and wid ows  in  their dis tress  and  to  keep one self 
unstained  from  the  world.

The Sin of Favoritism

2  My broth ers  and sis ters,  do  not  show fa vor it ism  as  you 
 hold  on  to  the  faith  in  our glo ri ous  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

2  For  if some one  comes  into  your meet ing wear ing  a  gold 
 ring  and  dressed  in  fine  clothes,  and  a  poor per son  dressed 
 in  filthy  clothes  also  comes  in, 3  if  you  look  with fa vor  on 
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 the  one wear ing  the  fine  clothes  and  say, “ Sit  here  in  a  good 
 place,”  and  yet  you  say  to  the  poor per son, “ Stand  over  there,” 
 or “ Sit  here  on  the  floor  by  my foot stool,” 4  haven’t  you  made 
dis tinc tions  among your selves  and be come judg es  with  evil 
 thoughts?

5 Lis ten,  my  dear broth ers  and sis ters:  Didn’t  God  choose  the 
 poor  in  this  world  to  be  rich  in  faith  and  heirs  of  the king dom 
 that  he  has prom ised  to  those  who  love  him? 6  Yet  you  have dis-
hon ored  the  poor.  Don’t  the  rich op press  you  and  drag  you  into 
 court? 7  Don’t  they blas pheme  the  good  name  that  was in voked 
 over  you?

8 In deed,  if  you ful fill  the roy al  law pre scribed  in  the Scrip-
ture,  Love  your neigh bor  as your self,  you  are do ing  well. 9  If, 
how ev er,  you  show fa vor it ism,  you com mit  sin  and  are con-
vict ed  by  the  law  as trans gres sors. 10  For who ev er  keeps  the 
en tire  law,  and  yet stum bles  at  one  point,  is  guilty  of break ing 
 it  all. 11  For  he  who  said,  Do  not com mit adul tery,  also  said,  Do 
 not mur der.  So  if  you  do  not com mit adul tery,  but  you mur der, 
 you  are  a law break er.

12  Speak  and  act  as  those  who  are  to  be  judged  by  the  law  of 
free dom. 13  For judg ment  is with out mer cy  to  the  one  who  has 
 not  shown mer cy. Mer cy tri umphs  over judg ment.

Faith and Works
14  What  good  is  it,  my broth ers  and sis ters,  if some one  claims  to 
 have  faith  but  does  not  have  works?  Can  such  faith  save  him?

15  If  a broth er  or sis ter  is with out  clothes  and  lacks dai ly  food 
16  and  one  of  you  says  to  them, “ Go  in  peace,  stay  warm,  and  be 
 well  fed,”  but  you  don’t  give  them  what  the  body  needs,  what 
 good  is  it? 17  In  the  same  way  faith,  if  it does not  have  works,  is 
 dead  by it self.

18  But some one  will  say, “ You  have  faith,  and  I  have  works.” 
 Show  me  your  faith with out  works,  and  I  will  show  you  faith 
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 by  my  works. 19  You be lieve  that  God  is  one.  Good!  Even  the de-
mons be lieve  —   and  they shud der.

20 Sense less per son!  Are  you will ing  to  learn  that  faith with-
out  works  is use less? 21  Wasn’t Abra ham  our fa ther jus ti fied 
 by  works  in of er ing  Isaac  his  son  on  the al tar? 22  You  see  that 
 faith  was ac tive to geth er  with  his  works,  and  by  works,  faith 
 was  made com plete, 23  and  the Scrip ture  was ful filled  that  says, 
Abra ham be lieved  God,  and  it  was cred it ed  to  him  as righ
teous ness,  and  he  was  called  God’s  friend. 24  You  see  that  a per-
son  is jus ti fied  by  works  and  not  by  faith  alone. 25  In  the  same 
 way,  wasn’t Ra hab  the pros ti tute  also jus ti fied  by  works  in re-
ceiv ing  the mes sen gers  and send ing  them  out  by  a dif er ent 
 route? 26  For  just  as  the  body with out  the spir it  is  dead,  so  also 
 faith with out  works  is  dead.

Controlling the Tongue

3  Not  many  should be come teach ers,  my broth ers, be cause 
 you  know  that  we  will re ceive  a stricter judg ment. 2  For  we 

 all stum ble  in  many  ways.  If any one  does  not stum ble  in  what 
 he  says,  he  is ma ture,  able  also  to con trol  the  whole  body. 3  Now 
 if  we  put  bits  into  the  mouths  of hors es  so  that  they  obey  us,  we 
di rect  their  whole bod ies. 4  And con sid er  ships:  Though  very 
 large  and driv en  by  fierce  winds,  they  are guid ed  by  a  very 
 small rud der wher ev er  the  will  of  the pi lot di rects. 5  So  too, 
 though  the  tongue  is  a  small  part  of  the  body,  it  boasts  great 
 things. Con sid er  how  a  small  fire  sets  ablaze  a  large for est. 
6  And  the  tongue  is  a  fire.  The  tongue,  a  world  of un righ teous-
ness,  is  placed  among  our mem bers.  It stains  the  whole  body, 
 sets  the  course  of  life  on  fire,  and  is it self  set  on  fire  by  hell. 7 Ev-
ery  kind  of an i mal,  bird, reptile,  and  fish  is  tamed  and  has  been 
 tamed  by humankind, 8  but  no  one  can  tame  the  tongue.  It  is  a 
rest less  evil,  full  of dead ly poi son. 9  With  the  tongue  we  bless 
 our  Lord  and Fa ther,  and  with  it  we  curse peo ple  who  are  made 




