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The Nature of the Son

1  Long  ago  God  spoke  to our ancestors  by  the proph ets  at dif-
fer ent  times  and  in dif er ent  ways. 2  In  these  last  days,  he 

 has spo ken  to  us  by  his  Son.  God  has ap point ed  him  heir  of  all 
 things  and  made  the uni verse  through  him. 3  The  Son  is  the ra-
di ance  of  God’s glo ry  and  the ex act ex pres sion  of  his na ture, 
sus tain ing  all  things  by  his pow er ful  word. Af ter mak ing pu-
ri fi ca tion  for  sins,  he  sat  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the Maj es ty 
 on  high. 4  So  he be came su pe ri or  to  the an gels,  just  as  the  name 
 he in her it ed  is  more ex cel lent  than  theirs.

The Son Superior to Angels
5  For  to  which  of  the an gels  did  he  ever  say,
  You are my Son;
  today I have become your Father,
 or  again,
  I will be his Father,
  and he will be my Son?
6  Again,  when  he  brings  his first born  into  the  world,  he  says,
  And let all God’s angels worship him.
7  And  about  the an gels  he  says:
  He makes his angels winds,
  and his servants a fiery flame,
8  but  to  the  Son:
  Your throne, God,
  is forever and ever,
  and the scepter of your kingdom
  is a scepter of justice.
 9 You have loved righteousness
  and hated lawlessness;
  this is why God, your God,
  has anointed you
  with the oil of joy
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  beyond your companions.
10  And:
  In the beginning, Lord,
  you established the earth,
  and the heavens are the works  

of your hands;
 11 they will perish, but you remain.
  They will all wear out like clothing;
 12 you will roll them up like a cloak,
  and they will be changed like clothing.
  But you are the same,
  and your years will never end.
13  Now  to  which  of  the an gels  has  he  ever  said:
  Sit at my right hand
  until I make your enemies your footstool?
14  Are  they  not  all min is ter ing spir its  sent  out  to  serve  those 
 who  are go ing  to in her it sal va tion?

Warning against Neglect

2  For  this rea son,  we  must  pay at ten tion  all  the  more  to  what 
 we  have  heard,  so  that  we  will  not  drift  away. 2  For  if  the 

mes sage spo ken  through an gels  was legally bind ing  and ev ery 
trans gres sion  and dis obe di ence re ceived  a  just pun ish ment, 
3  how  will  we es cape  if  we ne glect  such  a  great sal va tion?  This 
sal va tion  had  its be gin ning  when  it  was spo ken  of  by  the  Lord, 
 and  it  was con firmed  to  us  by  those  who  heard  him. 4  At  the 
 same  time,  God  also tes ti fied  by  signs  and won ders, var i ous 
mir a cles,  and dis tri bu tions  of  gifts  from  the  Holy Spir it ac cord-
ing  to  his  will.

Jesus and Humanity
5  For  he  has  not sub ject ed  to an gels  the  world  to  come  that  we 
 are talk ing  about. 6  But some one some where  has tes ti fied:
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  What is man that you remember him,
  or the son of man that you care for him?
 7 You made him lower than the angels
  for a short time;
  you crowned him with glory and honor
 8 and subjected everything under his feet.
 For  in sub ject ing ev ery thing  to  him,  he  left noth ing  that  is  not 
sub ject  to  him.  As  it  is,  we  do  not  yet  see ev ery thing sub ject ed 
 to  him. 9  But  we  do  see  Jesus  —   made low er  than  the an gels 
 for  a  short  time  so  that  by  God’s  grace  he  might  taste  death  for 
ev ery one  —   crowned  with glo ry  and hon or be cause  he suf-
fered  death.

10  For  in bring ing  many  sons  and daugh ters  to glo ry,  it  was 
en tire ly ap pro pri ate  that  God  —   for  whom  and  through  whom 
 all  things ex ist  —   should  make  the pioneer  of  their sal va tion 
per fect  through suf er ings. 11  For  the  one  who sanctifies  and 
 those  who  are sanc ti fied  all  have  one Fa ther.  That  is  why  Jesus 
 is  not  ashamed  to  call  them broth ers  and sis ters, 12 say ing:
  I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters;
  I will sing hymns to you in the congregation.
13  Again,  I  will  trust  in  him.  And  again,  Here  I  am  with  the 
chil dren  God  gave  me.

14  Now  since  the chil dren  have  flesh  and  blood  in com mon, 
 Jesus  also  shared  in  these,  so  that  through  his  death  he  might 
de stroy  the  one hold ing  the pow er  of  death  —   that  is,  the dev-
il  —   15  and  free  those  who  were  held  in slav ery  all  their  lives 
 by  the  fear  of  death. 16  For  it  is  clear  that  he  does  not  reach  out 
 to  help an gels,  but  to  help Abra ham’s of spring. 17 There fore, 
 he  had  to  be  like  his broth ers  and sis ters  in ev ery  way,  so  that 
 he  could be come  a mer ci ful  and faith ful  high  priest  in mat ters 
per tain ing  to  God,  to  make atone ment  for  the  sins  of  the peo-
ple. 18  For  since  he him self  has suf ered  when  he  was tempt ed, 
 he  is  able  to  help  those  who  are tempt ed.
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Our Apostle and High Priest

3 There fore,  holy broth ers  and sis ters,  who  share  in  a heav-
en ly call ing, con sid er  Jesus,  the apos tle  and  high  priest 

 of  our con fes sion. 2  He  was faith ful  to  the  one  who ap point-
ed  him,  just  as Mo ses  was  in  all  God’s house hold. 3  For  Jesus  is 
con sid ered wor thy  of  more glo ry  than Mo ses,  just  as  the build-
er  has  more hon or  than  the  house. 4  Now ev ery  house  is  built 
 by some one,  but  the  one  who  built ev ery thing  is  God. 5 Mo ses 
 was faith ful  as  a ser vant  in  all  God’s house hold,  as  a tes ti mo ny 
 to  what  would  be  said  in  the fu ture. 6  But  Christ  was faith ful  as 
 a  Son  over  his house hold.  And  we  are  that house hold  if  we  hold 
 on  to  our con fi dence  and  the  hope  in  which  we  boast.

Warning against Unbelief
7 There fore,  as  the  Holy Spir it  says:
  Today, if you hear his voice,
 8 do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,
  on the day of testing in the wilderness,
 9 where your ancestors tested me, tried me,
  and saw my works 10 for forty years.
  Therefore I was provoked to anger 

with that generation
  and said, “They always go astray  

in their hearts,
  and they have not known my ways.”
 11 So I swore in my anger,
  “They will not enter my rest.”
12  Watch  out, broth ers  and sis ters,  so  that  there  won’t  be  in  any 
 of  you  an  evil, un be liev ing  heart  that  turns  away  from  the liv-
ing  God. 13  But en cour age  each oth er dai ly,  while  it  is  still  called 
to day,  so  that  none  of  you  is hard ened  by  sin’s de cep tion. 14  For 
 we  have be come par tic i pants  in  Christ  if  we  hold firm ly un til 
 the  end  the re al i ty  that  we  had  at  the  start. 15  As  it  is  said:




