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Greeting

1  Paul,  an apos tle  —   not  from  men  or  by  man,  but  by  Jesus 
 Christ  and  God  the Fa ther  who  raised  him  from  the  dead  —   

2  and  all  the broth ers  who  are  with  me:
 To  the church es  of Ga la tia.
3  Grace  to  you  and  peace  from  God  the Fa ther  and  our  Lord 

 Jesus  Christ, 4  who  gave him self  for  our  sins  to res cue  us  from 
 this pre sent  evil  age, ac cord ing  to  the  will  of  our  God  and Fa-
ther. 5  To  him  be  the glo ry for ev er  and  ever.  Amen.

No Other Gospel
6  I  am  amazed  that  you  are  so quick ly turn ing  away  from  him 
 who  called  you  by  the  grace  of  Christ  and  are turn ing  to  a dif-
fer ent gos pel  —   7  not  that  there  is an oth er gos pel,  but  there  are 
 some  who  are trou bling  you  and  want  to dis tort  the gos pel  of 
 Christ. 8  But  even  if  we  or  an an gel  from heav en  should  preach 
 to  you  a gos pel con trary  to  what  we  have  preached  to  you,  a 
 curse  be  on  him! 9  As  we  have  said be fore,  I  now  say  again:  If 
any one  is preach ing  to  you  a gos pel con trary  to  what  you re-
ceived,  a  curse  be  on  him!

10  For  am  I  now try ing  to per suade peo ple,  or  God?  Or  am  I 
striv ing  to  please peo ple?  If  I  were  still try ing  to  please peo ple, 
 I  would  not  be  a ser vant  of  Christ.

The Origin of Paul’s Gospel
11  For  I  want  you  to  know, broth ers  and sis ters,  that  the gos pel 
 preached  by  me  is  not  of hu man or i gin. 12  For  I  did  not re ceive 
 it  from  a hu man  source  and  I  was  not  taught  it,  but  it  came  by  a 
rev e la tion  of  Jesus  Christ.

13  For  you  have  heard  about  my for mer  way  of  life  in Ju da ism: 
 I in tense ly per se cut ed  God’s  church  and  tried  to de stroy  it. 14  I 
ad vanced  in Ju da ism be yond  many contemporaries  among  my 
peo ple, be cause  I  was ex treme ly zeal ous  for  the tra di tions  of 
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 my an ces tors. 15  But  when  God,  who  from  my moth er’s  womb 
 set  me  apart  and  called  me  by  his  grace,  was  pleased 16  to re-
veal  his  Son  in  me,  so  that  I  could  preach  him  among  the Gen-
tiles,  I  did  not im me di ate ly con sult  with any one. 17  I  did  not  go 
 up  to Je ru sa lem  to  those  who  had be come apos tles be fore  me; 
in stead  I  went  to Ara bia  and  came  back  to Da mas cus.

18  Then af ter  three  years  I  did  go  up  to Je ru sa lem  to  get  to 
 know Ce phas,  and  I  stayed  with  him fif teen  days. 19  But  I  didn’t 
 see  any  of  the oth er apos tles ex cept  James,  the  Lord’s broth er. 
20  I de clare  in  the  sight  of  God:  I  am  not ly ing  in  what  I  write  to 
 you.

21 Af ter ward,  I  went  to  the re gions  of Syr ia  and Ci li cia. 22  I re-
mained per son al ly un known  to  the Ju de an church es  that  are 
 in  Christ. 23  They sim ply  kept hear ing, “ He  who for mer ly per-
se cut ed  us  now preach es  the  faith  he  once  tried  to de stroy.” 
24  And  they glo ri fied  God be cause  of  me.

Paul Defends His Gospel at Jerusalem

2  Then af ter four teen  years  I  went  up  again  to Je ru sa lem 
 with Bar na bas, tak ing Ti tus  along  also. 2  I  went  up ac cord-

ing  to  a rev e la tion  and pre sent ed  to  them  the gos pel  I  preach 
 among  the Gen tiles,  but pri vate ly  to  those rec og nized  as lead-
ers.  I want ed  to  be  sure  I  was  not run ning,  and  had  not  been 
run ning,  in  vain. 3  But  not  even Ti tus,  who  was  with  me,  was 
com pelled  to  be cir cum cised,  even  though  he  was  a  Greek. 
4  This mat ter  arose be cause  some  false broth ers  had in fil trat ed 
 our  ranks  to  spy  on  the free dom  we  have  in  Christ  Jesus  in or-
der  to en slave  us. 5  But  we  did  not  give  up  and sub mit  to  these 
peo ple  for  even  a mo ment,  so  that  the  truth  of  the gos pel  would 
 be pre served  for  you.

6  Now  from  those rec og nized  as im por tant ( what  they  once 
 were  makes  no dif er ence  to  me;  God  does  not  show fa vor it-
ism)  —   they add ed noth ing  to  me. 7  On  the con trary,  they  saw 
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 that  I  had  been en trust ed  with  the gos pel  for  the un cir cum-
cised,  just  as Pe ter  was  for  the cir cum cised, 8  since  the  one  at 
 work  in Pe ter  for  an apos tle ship  to  the cir cum cised  was  also 
 at  work  in  me  for  the Gen tiles. 9  When  James, Ce phas,  and  John  
—   those rec og nized  as pil lars  —  ac knowl edged  the  grace  that 
 had  been giv en  to  me,  they  gave  the  right  hand  of fel low ship  to 
 me  and Bar na bas, agree ing  that  we  should  go  to  the Gen tiles 
 and  they  to  the cir cum cised. 10  They  asked  only  that  we  would 
re mem ber  the  poor,  which  I  had  made ev ery ef ort  to  do.

Freedom from the Law
11  But  when Ce phas  came  to An ti och,  I op posed  him  to  his  face 
be cause  he  stood con demned. 12  For  he reg u lar ly  ate  with  the 
Gen tiles be fore cer tain  men  came  from  James. How ev er,  when 
 they  came,  he with drew  and sep a rat ed him self, be cause  he 
 feared  those  from  the cir cum ci sion par ty. 13  Then  the  rest  of  the 
 Jews  joined  his hy poc ri sy,  so  that  even Bar na bas  was  led  astray 
 by  their hy poc ri sy. 14  But  when  I  saw  that  they  were deviating 
 from  the  truth  of  the gos pel,  I  told Ce phas  in  front  of ev ery one, 
“ If  you,  who  are  a  Jew,  live  like  a Gen tile  and  not  like  a  Jew,  how 
 can  you com pel Gen tiles  to  live  like  Jews? ”

15  We  are  Jews  by  birth  and  not “Gen tile sin ners,” 16  and  yet 
be cause  we  know  that  a per son  is  not jus ti fied  by  the  works 
 of  the  law  but  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  even  we our selves  have 
be lieved  in  Christ  Jesus.  This  was  so  that  we  might  be jus ti fied 
 by  faith  in  Christ  and  not  by  the  works  of  the  law, be cause  by 
 the  works  of  the  law  no hu man be ing  will  be jus ti fied. 17  But  if 
 we our selves  are  also  found  to  be “sin ners”  while seek ing  to  be 
jus ti fied  by  Christ,  is  Christ  then  a promoter  of  sin? Ab so lute ly 
 not! 18  If  I re build  those  things  that  I  tore  down,  I  show my self  to 
 be  a law break er. 19  For  through  the  law  I  died  to  the  law,  so  that  I 
 might  live  for  God. 20  I  have  been cru ci fied  with  Christ,  and  I  no 
lon ger  live,  but  Christ  lives  in  me.  The  life  I  now  live  in  the  body, 
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 I  live  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me  and  gave him self 
 for  me. 21  I  do  not  set  aside  the  grace  of  God,  for  if righ teous ness 
 comes  through  the  law,  then  Christ  died  for noth ing.

Justification through Faith

3  You fool ish Ga la tians!  Who  has  cast  a  spell  on  you, be fore 
 whose  eyes  Jesus  Christ  was pub lic ly por trayed  as cru ci-

fied? 2  I  only  want  to  learn  this  from  you:  Did  you re ceive  the 
Spir it  by  the  works  of  the  law  or  by be liev ing  what  you  heard? 
3  Are  you  so fool ish? Af ter be gin ning  by  the Spir it,  are  you  now 
fin ish ing  by  the  flesh? 4  Did  you ex pe ri ence  so  much  for noth-
ing  —   if  in  fact  it  was  for noth ing? 5  So  then,  does  God  give  you 
 the Spir it  and  work mir a cles  among  you  by  your do ing  the 
 works  of  the  law?  Or  is  it  by be liev ing  what  you  heard  —   6  just 
 like Abra ham  who be lieved  God,  and  it  was cred it ed  to  him 
 for righ teous ness?

7  You  know,  then,  that  those  who  have  faith,  these  are Abra-
ham’s  sons. 8  Now  the Scrip ture  saw  in ad vance  that  God  would 
jus ti fy  the Gen tiles  by  faith  and pro claimed  the gos pel  ahead 
 of  time  to Abra ham, say ing,  All  the na tions  will  be  blessed 
 through  you. 9 Con se quent ly,  those  who  have  faith  are  blessed 
 with Abra ham,  who  had  faith.

Law and Promise
10  For  all  who  rely  on  the  works  of  the  law  are un der  a  curse, 
be cause  it  is writ ten, Ev ery one  who  does  not  do ev ery thing 
writ ten  in  the  book  of  the  law  is  cursed. 11  Now  it  is  clear  that 
 no  one  is jus ti fied be fore  God  by  the  law, be cause  the righ teous 
 will  live  by  faith. 12  But  the  law  is  not  based  on  faith; in stead, 
 the  one  who  does  these  things  will  live  by  them. 13  Christ re-
deemed  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law  by be com ing  a  curse  for 
 us, be cause  it  is writ ten,  Cursed  is ev ery one  who  is  hung  on 
 a  tree. 14  The pur pose  was  that  the bless ing  of Abra ham  would 




