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Greeting

1  Paul,  an apos tle  of  Christ  Jesus  by  God’s  will,  and Tim o thy 
 our broth er:

2  To  the  saints  in  Christ  at Co los sae,  who  are faith ful broth-
ers  and sis ters.

 Grace  to  you  and  peace  from  God  our Fa ther.

Thanksgiving
3  We al ways  thank  God,  the Fa ther  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
 when  we  pray  for  you, 4  for  we  have  heard  of  your  faith  in 
 Christ  Jesus  and  of  the  love  you  have  for  all  the  saints 5 be-
cause  of  the  hope re served  for  you  in heav en.  You  have al-
ready  heard  about  this  hope  in  the  word  of  truth,  the gos pel 
6  that  has  come  to  you.  It  is bear ing  fruit  and grow ing  all  over 
 the  world,  just  as  it  has  among  you  since  the  day  you  heard 
 it  and  came  to tru ly appreciate  God’s  grace. 7  You  learned  this 
 from Ep a phras,  our dear ly  loved fel low ser vant.  He  is  a faith-
ful min is ter  of  Christ  on  your be half, 8  and  he  has  told  us  about 
 your  love  in  the Spir it.

Prayer for Spiritual Growth
9  For  this rea son  also,  since  the  day  we  heard  this,  we  haven’t 
 stopped pray ing  for  you.  We  are ask ing  that  you  may  be  filled 
 with  the knowl edge  of  his  will  in  all wis dom  and spir i tu al un-
der stand ing, 10  so  that  you  may  walk wor thy  of  the  Lord, ful ly 
pleas ing  to  him: bear ing  fruit  in ev ery  good  work  and grow ing 
 in  the knowl edge  of  God, 11 be ing strength ened  with  all pow-
er, ac cord ing  to  his glo ri ous  might,  so  that  you  may  have  great 
en dur ance  and pa tience, joy ful ly 12 giv ing  thanks  to  the Fa ther, 
 who  has en abled  you  to  share  in  the  saints’ in her i tance  in  the 
 light. 13  He  has res cued  us  from  the do main  of dark ness  and 
trans ferred  us  into  the king dom  of  the  Son  he  loves. 14  In  him 
 we  have re demp tion,  the for give ness  of  sins.
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The Centrality of Christ
 15 He is the image of the invisible God,
  the firstborn over all creation.
 16 For everything was created by him,
  in heaven and on earth,
  the visible and the invisible,
  whether thrones or dominions
  or rulers or authorities —
  all things have been created through him  

and for him.
 17 He is before all things,
  and by him all things hold together.
 18 He is also the head of the body, the church;
  he is the beginning,
  the firstborn from the dead,
  so that he might come to have
  first place in everything.
 19 For God was pleased to have
  all his fullness dwell in him,
 20 and through him to reconcile
  everything to himself,
  whether things on earth or things in heaven,
  by making peace
  through his blood, shed on the cross.

21  Once  you  were alien at ed  and hos tile  in  your  minds as ex-
pressed  in  your  evil ac tions. 22  But  now  he  has rec on ciled  you 
 by  his phys i cal  body  through  his  death,  to pre sent  you  holy, 
fault less,  and blame less be fore  him  —   23  if in deed  you re main 
grounded  and stead fast  in  the  faith  and  are  not shifted  away 
 from  the  hope  of  the gos pel  that  you  heard.  This gos pel  has 
 been pro claimed  in  all cre a tion un der heav en,  and  I,  Paul,  have 
be come  a ser vant  of  it.
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Paul’s Ministry
24  Now  I re joice  in  my suf er ings  for  you,  and  I  am com plet ing 
 in  my  flesh  what  is lack ing  in  Christ’s aflictions  for  his  body, 
 that  is,  the  church. 25  I  have be come  its ser vant, ac cord ing  to 
 God’s com mis sion  that  was giv en  to  me  for  you,  to  make  the 
 word  of  God ful ly  known, 26  the mys tery hid den  for  ages  and 
gen er a tions  but  now re vealed  to  his  saints. 27  God want ed  to 
 make  known  among  the Gen tiles  the glo ri ous  wealth  of  this 
mys tery,  which  is  Christ  in  you,  the  hope  of glo ry. 28  We pro-
claim  him, warn ing  and teach ing ev ery one  with  all wis dom, 
 so  that  we  may pre sent ev ery one ma ture  in  Christ. 29  I la bor 
 for  this, striv ing  with  his  strength  that  works  pow er ful ly 
in  me.

2  For  I  want  you  to  know  how great ly  I  am strug gling  for 
 you,  for  those  in La od i cea,  and  for  all  who  have  not  seen 

 me  in per son. 2  I  want  their  hearts  to  be en cour aged  and  joined 
to geth er  in  love,  so  that  they  may  have  all  the rich es  of com-
plete un der stand ing  and  have  the knowl edge  of  God’s mys tery  
—   Christ. 3  In  him  are hid den  all  the trea sures  of wis dom  and 
knowl edge.

Christ versus the Colossian Heresy
4  I  am say ing  this  so  that  no  one  will de ceive  you  with ar gu-
ments  that  sound rea son able. 5  For  I  may  be ab sent  in  body,  but 
 I  am  with  you  in spir it, re joic ing  to  see  how  well or dered  you 
 are  and  the  strength  of  your  faith  in  Christ.

6  So  then,  just  as  you  have re ceived  Christ  Jesus  as  Lord, con-
tin ue  to walk  in  him, 7 be ing root ed  and  built  up  in  him  and es-
tab lished  in  the  faith,  just  as  you  were  taught,  and over flow ing 
 with grat i tude.

8  Be care ful  that  no  one  takes  you cap tive  through phi los-
o phy  and emp ty de ceit  based  on hu man tra di tion,  based  on 
 the el e ments  of  the  world, rath er  than  Christ. 9  For  the en tire 
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full ness  of  God’s na ture  dwells bodi ly  in  Christ, 10  and  you  have 
 been  filled  by  him,  who  is  the  head  over ev ery rul er  and au-
thor i ty. 11  You  were  also cir cum cised  in  him  with  a cir cum ci-
sion  not  done  with  hands,  by put ting  of  the  body  of  flesh,  in 
 the cir cum ci sion  of  Christ, 12  when  you  were bur ied  with  him 
 in bap tism,  in  which  you  were  also  raised  with  him  through 
 faith  in  the work ing  of  God,  who  raised  him  from  the  dead. 
13  And  when  you  were  dead  in tres pass es  and  in  the un cir cum-
ci sion  of  your  flesh,  he  made  you  alive  with  him  and for gave 
 us  all  our tres pass es. 14  He erased  the cer tifi  cate  of  debt,  with 
 its ob li ga tions,  that  was  against  us  and op posed  to  us,  and  has 
tak en  it  away  by nail ing  it  to  the  cross. 15  He dis armed  the rul-
ers  and au thor i ties  and dis graced  them pub lic ly;  he tri umphed 
 over  them  in  him.

16 There fore,  don’t  let any one  judge  you  in re gard  to  food  and 
 drink  or  in  the mat ter  of  a fes ti val  or  a  new  moon  or  a Sab bath 
 day. 17  These  are  a shad ow  of  what  was  to  come;  the sub stance  is 
 Christ. 18  Let  no  one con demn  you  by de light ing  in as cet ic prac-
tic es  and  the wor ship  of an gels, claim ing ac cess  to  a visionary 
 realm.  Such peo ple  are inflated  by emp ty no tions  of  their un-
spir i tu al  mind. 19  He  doesn’t  hold  on  to  the  head,  from  whom 
 the  whole  body, nour ished  and  held to geth er  by  its lig a ments 
 and ten dons,  grows  with  growth  from  God.

20  If  you  died  with  Christ  to  the el e ments  of  this  world, 
 why  do  you  live  as  if  you  still be longed  to  the  world?  Why  do 
 you sub mit  to reg u la tions: 21 “ Don’t han dle,  don’t  taste,  don’t 
 touch”? 22  All  these reg u la tions re fer  to  what  is des tined  to 
per ish  by be ing  used  up;  they  are hu man com mands  and doc-
trines. 23 Al though  these  have  a rep u ta tion  for wis dom  by 
promoting self-made re li gion,  false hu mil i ty,  and se vere treat-
ment  of  the  body,  they  are  not  of  any val ue  in curbing self-in-
dulgence.




