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Prologue

1  I  wrote  the  first narrative, The oph i lus,  about  all  that  Jesus be-
gan  to  do  and  teach 2 un til  the  day  he  was tak en  up, af ter  he 

 had giv en in struc tions  through  the  Holy Spir it  to  the apos tles  he 
 had cho sen. 3 Af ter  he  had suf ered,  he  also pre sent ed him self 
 alive  to  them  by  many con vinc ing  proofs, ap pear ing  to  them  over 
 a pe ri od  of for ty  days  and speak ing  about  the king dom  of  God.

The Holy Spirit Promised
4  While  he  was  with  them,  he com mand ed  them  not  to  leave Je-
ru sa lem,  but  to  wait  for  the Fa ther’s prom ise. “ Which,”  he  said, 
“ you  have  heard  me  speak  about; 5  for  John bap tized  with wa-
ter,  but  you  will  be bap tized  with  the  Holy Spir it  in  a  few  days.”

6  So  when  they  had  come to geth er,  they  asked  him, “ Lord,  are 
 you re stor ing  the king dom  to Is ra el  at  this  time? ”

7  He  said  to  them, “ It  is  not  for  you  to  know  times  or pe ri ods 
 that  the Fa ther  has  set  by  his  own au thor i ty. 8  But  you  will re-
ceive pow er  when  the  Holy Spir it  has  come  on  you,  and  you 
 will  be  my wit ness es  in Je ru sa lem,  in  all Ju dea  and Sa mar ia, 
 and  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.”

The Ascension
9 Af ter  he  had  said  this,  he  was tak en  up  as  they  were watch ing, 
 and  a  cloud  took  him  out  of  their  sight. 10  While  he  was go ing, 
 they  were gaz ing  into heav en,  and sud den ly  two  men  in  white 
 clothes  stood  by  them. 11  They  said, “ Men  of Gal i lee,  why  do  you 
 stand look ing  up  into heav en?  This  same  Jesus,  who  has  been 
tak en  from  you  into heav en,  will  come  in  the  same  way  that 
 you  have  seen  him go ing  into heav en.”

United in Prayer
12  Then  they re turned  to Je ru sa lem  from  the  Mount  of Ol ives, 
 which  is  near Je ru sa lem  —   a Sab bath  day’s jour ney  away. 
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13  When  they ar rived,  they  went  to  the  room up stairs  where 
 they  were stay ing: Pe ter,  John,  James, An drew, Phil ip, Thom as, 
Bar thol o mew, Mat thew,  James  the  son  of Al phae us, Si mon  the 
Zeal ot,  and Ju das  the  son  of  James. 14  They  all  were con tin u al-
ly unit ed  in  prayer,  along  with  the wom en, in clud ing  Mary  the 
moth er  of  Jesus,  and  his broth ers.

Matthias Chosen
15  In  those  days Pe ter  stood  up  among  the broth ers  and sis ters  
—   the num ber  of peo ple  who  were to geth er  was  about  a hun-
dred twen ty  —   and  said, 16 “Broth ers  and sis ters,  it  was nec es-
sary  that  the Scrip ture  be ful filled  that  the  Holy Spir it  through 
 the  mouth  of Da vid fore told  about Ju das,  who be came  a  guide 
 to  those  who ar rest ed  Jesus. 17  For  he  was  one  of  our num ber 
 and  shared  in  this min is try.” 18  Now  this  man ac quired  a  field 
 with  his un righ teous wag es.  He  fell headfirst,  his  body  burst 
 open  and  his in tes tines  spilled  out. 19  This be came  known  to  all 
 the res i dents  of Je ru sa lem,  so  that  in  their  own lan guage  that 
 field  is  called Ha kel dama ( that  is,  “Field  of  Blood”). 20 “ For  it  is 
writ ten  in  the  Book  of  Psalms:
  Let his dwelling become desolate;
  let no one live in it; and
  Let someone else take his position.

21 “There fore,  from  among  the  men  who  have ac com pa-
nied  us dur ing  the  whole  time  the  Lord  Jesus  went  in  and  out 
 among  us  —   22 be gin ning  from  the bap tism  of  John un til  the 
 day  he  was tak en  up  from  us  —   from  among  these,  it  is nec-
es sary  that  one be come  a wit ness  with  us  of  his res ur rec tion.”

23  So  they pro posed  two: Jo seph,  called Bar sab bas,  who  was 
 also  known  as Jus tus,  and Mat thi as. 24  Then  they  prayed, “ You, 
 Lord,  know ev ery one’s  hearts;  show  which  of  these  two  you  have 
cho sen 25  to  take  the  place  in  this ap os tol ic min is try  that Ju das 
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 left  to  go  where  he be longs.” 26  Then  they  cast  lots  for  them,  and 
 the  lot  fell  to Mat thi as  and  he  was add ed  to  the elev en apos tles.

Pentecost

2  When  the  day  of Pen te cost  had ar rived,  they  were  all to-
geth er  in  one  place. 2 Sud den ly  a  sound  like  that  of  a vi o-

lent rush ing  wind  came  from heav en,  and  it  filled  the  whole 
 house  where  they  were stay ing. 3  They  saw  tongues  like  flames 
 of  fire  that sep a rat ed  and rest ed  on  each  one  of  them. 4  Then 
 they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy Spir it  and be gan  to  speak  in 
dif er ent  tongues,  as  the Spir it en abled  them.

5  Now  there  were  Jews stay ing  in Je ru sa lem, de vout peo ple 
 from ev ery na tion un der heav en. 6  When  this  sound oc curred, 
 a  crowd  came to geth er  and  was con fused be cause  each  one 
 heard  them speak ing  in  his  own lan guage. 7  They  were as tound-
ed  and  amazed, say ing, “ Look,  aren’t  all  these  who  are speak ing 
Gal i le ans? 8  How  is  it  that  each  of  us  can  hear  them  in  our  own 
na tive lan guage? 9 Par thi ans,  Medes, Elam ites;  those  who  live 
 in Mes o po ta mia,  in Ju dea  and Cap pa do cia, Pon tus  and  Asia, 
10 Phryg ia  and Pam phyl ia,  Egypt  and  the  parts  of Lib ya  near Cy-
re ne; vis i tors  from  Rome ( both  Jews  and con verts), 11 Cre tans 
 and Arabs  —   we  hear  them de clar ing  the mag nifi  cent  acts  of 
 God  in  our  own  tongues.” 12  They  were  all as tound ed  and per-
plexed, say ing  to  one an oth er, “ What  does  this  mean? ” 13  But 
 some  sneered  and  said, “They’re  drunk  on  new  wine.”

Peter’s Sermon
14 Pe ter  stood  up  with  the Elev en,  raised  his  voice,  and pro-
claimed  to  them, “Fel low  Jews  and  all  you res i dents  of Je ru sa-
lem,  let  this be known to you,   and  pay at ten tion  to  my  words. 
15  For  these peo ple  are  not  drunk,  as  you sup pose,  since  it’s  only 
 nine  in  the morn ing. 16  On  the con trary,  this  is  what  was spo ken 
 through  the proph et  Joel:
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 17 And it will be in the last days, says God,
  that I will pour out my Spirit on all people;
  then your sons and your daughters will prophesy,
  your young men will see visions,
  and your old men will dream dreams.
 18 I will even pour out my Spirit
  on my servants in those days, both men and women
  and they will prophesy.
 19 I will display wonders in the heaven above
  and signs on the earth below:
  blood and fire and a cloud of smoke.
 20 The sun will be turned to darkness
  and the moon to blood
  before the great and glorious day of the Lord comes.
 21 Then everyone who calls
  on the name of the Lord will be saved.

22 “Fel low Is ra el ites, lis ten  to  these  words:  This  Jesus  of Naz a-
reth  was  a  man at test ed  to  you  by  God  with mir a cles, won ders, 
 and  signs  that  God  did  among  you  through  him,  just  as  you 
your selves  know. 23  Though  he  was de liv ered  up ac cord ing  to 
 God’s de ter mined  plan  and fore knowl edge,  you  used law less 
peo ple  to  nail  him  to  a  cross  and  kill  him. 24  God  raised  him  up, 
end ing  the  pains  of  death, be cause  it  was  not pos si ble  for  him 
 to  be  held  by  death. 25  For Da vid  says  of  him:
  I saw the Lord ever before me;
  because he is at my right hand,
  I will not be shaken.
 26 Therefore my heart is glad
  and my tongue rejoices.
  Moreover, my flesh will rest in hope,
 27 because you will not abandon me in Hades
  or allow your holy one to see decay.




