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Prologue

1  In  the be gin ning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God, 
 and  the  Word  was  God. 2  He  was  with  God  in  the be gin ning. 

3  All  things  were cre at ed  through  him,  and  apart  from  him  not 
 one  thing  was cre at ed  that  has  been cre at ed. 4  In  him  was  life, 
 and  that  life  was  the  light  of  men. 5  That  light  shines  in  the dark-
ness,  and  yet  the dark ness  did  not over come  it.

6  There  was  a  man  sent  from  God  whose  name  was  John. 7  He 
 came  as  a wit ness  to tes ti fy  about  the  light,  so  that  all  might be-
lieve  through  him. 8  He  was  not  the  light,  but  he  came  to tes ti fy 
 about  the  light. 9  The  true  light  that  gives  light  to ev ery one  was 
com ing  into  the  world.

10  He  was  in  the  world,  and  the  world  was cre at ed  through 
 him,  and  yet  the  world  did  not rec og nize  him. 11  He  came  to  his 
 own,  and  his  own peo ple  did  not re ceive  him. 12  But  to  all  who 
 did re ceive  him,  he  gave  them  the  right  to  be chil dren  of  God, 
 to  those  who be lieve  in  his  name, 13  who  were  born,  not  of nat-
u ral de scent,  or  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  or  of  the  will  of  man,  but 
 of  God.

14  The  Word be came  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us.  We ob served 
 his glo ry,  the glo ry  as  the  one  and  only  Son  from  the Fa ther,  full 
 of  grace  and  truth. 15 ( John tes ti fied con cern ing  him  and ex-
claimed, “ This  was  the  one  of  whom  I  said, ‘ The  one com ing 
af ter  me  ranks  ahead  of  me, be cause  he ex ist ed be fore  me.’ ”) 
16 In deed,  we  have  all re ceived  grace  upon  grace  from  his full-
ness, 17  for  the  law  was giv en  through Mo ses;  grace  and  truth 
 came  through  Jesus  Christ. 18  No  one  has  ever  seen  God.  The 
 one  and  only  Son,  who  is him self  God  and  is  at  the Fa ther’s 
 side — he  has re vealed  him.

John the Baptist’s Testimony
19  This  was  John’s tes ti mo ny  when  the  Jews  from Je ru sa lem 
 sent  priests  and Le vites  to  ask  him, “ Who  are  you? ”
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20  He  didn’t  deny  it  but con fessed, “ I  am  not  the Mes si ah.”
21 “ What  then? ”  they  asked  him. “ Are  you Eli jah? ”
“ I  am  not,”  he  said.
“ Are  you  the Proph et? ”
“ No,”  he an swered.
22 “ Who  are  you,  then? ”  they  asked. “ We  need  to  give  an an-

swer  to  those  who  sent  us.  What  can  you  tell  us  about your self? ”
23  He  said, “ I  am  a  voice  of  one cry ing  out  in  the wil der

ness:  Make  straight  the  way  of  the  Lord  —   just  as Isa iah  the 
proph et  said.”

24  Now  they  had  been  sent  from  the Phar i sees. 25  So  they 
 asked  him, “ Why  then  do  you bap tize  if  you  aren’t  the Mes si ah, 
 or Eli jah,  or  the Proph et? ”

26 “ I bap tize  with wa ter,”  John an swered  them. “Some one 
 stands  among  you,  but  you  don’t  know  him. 27  He  is  the  one 
com ing af ter  me,  whose san dal  strap  I’m  not wor thy  to un tie.” 
28  All  this hap pened  in Beth a ny  across  the Jor dan,  where  John 
 was bap tiz ing.

The Lamb of God
29  The  next  day  John  saw  Jesus com ing to ward  him  and  said, 
“Look,  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  takes  away  the  sin  of  the  world! 
30  This  is  the  one  I  told  you  about: ‘Af ter  me  comes  a  man  who 
 ranks  ahead  of  me, be cause  he ex ist ed be fore  me.’ 31  I  didn’t 
 know  him,  but  I  came bap tiz ing  with wa ter  so  that he  might 
 be re vealed  to Is ra el.” 32  And  John tes ti fied, “ I  saw  the Spir it de-
scend ing  from heav en  like  a  dove,  and  he rest ed  on  him. 33  I 
 didn’t  know  him,  but  he  who  sent  me  to bap tize  with wa ter  told 
 me, ‘ The  one  you  see  the Spir it de scend ing  and rest ing  on  —   he 
 is  the  one  who baptizes  with  the  Holy Spir it.’ 34  I  have  seen  and 
tes ti fied  that  this  is  the  Son  of  God.”

35  The  next  day,  John  was stand ing  with  two  of  his dis ci ples. 
36  When  he  saw  Jesus pass ing  by,  he  said, “ Look,  the  Lamb  of  God! ”
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37  The  two dis ci ples  heard  him  say  this  and fol lowed  Jesus. 
38  When  Jesus  turned  and no ticed  them fol low ing  him,  he 
 asked  them, “ What  are  you look ing  for? ”

 They  said  to  him, “Rab bi” ( which  means “Teach er”), “ where 
 are  you stay ing? ”

39 “ Come  and  you’ll  see,”  he re plied.  So  they  went  and  saw 
 where  he  was stay ing,  and  they  stayed  with  him  that  day.  It  was 
 about  four  in  the af ter noon.

40 An drew, Si mon Pe ter’s broth er,  was  one  of  the  two  who 
 heard  John  and fol lowed  him. 41  He  first  found  his  own broth-
er Si mon  and  told  him, “ We  have  found  the Mes si ah” ( which  is 
trans lat ed “ the  Christ”), 42  and  he  brought Si mon  to  Jesus.

 When  Jesus  saw  him,  he  said, “ You  are Si mon,  son  of  John. 
 You  will  be  called Ce phas” ( which  is trans lat ed “Pe ter”).

Philip and Nathanael
43  The  next  day  Jesus de cid ed  to  leave  for Gal i lee.  He  found Phil-
ip  and  told  him, “Fol low  me.”

44  Now Phil ip  was  from Beth sa i da,  the home town  of An drew 
 and Pe ter. 45 Phil ip  found Na than a el  and  told  him, “ We  have 
 found  the  one Mo ses  wrote  about  in  the  law ( and  so  did  the 
proph ets):  Jesus  the  son  of Jo seph,  from Naz a reth.”

46 “ Can any thing  good  come  out  of Naz a reth? ” Na than a el 
 asked  him.

“ Come  and  see,” Phil ip an swered.
47  Then  Jesus  saw Na than a el com ing to ward  him  and  said 

 about  him, “ Here tru ly  is  an Is ra el ite  in  whom  there  is  no de-
ceit.”

48 “ How  do  you  know  me? ” Na than a el  asked.
“Be fore Phil ip  called  you,  when  you  were un der  the  fig  tree,  I 

 saw  you,”  Jesus an swered.
49 “Rab bi,” Na than a el re plied, “ You  are  the  Son  of  God;  you 

 are  the  King  of Is ra el! ”
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50  Jesus re spond ed  to  him, “ Do  you be lieve be cause  I  told  you  I 
 saw  you un der  the  fig  tree?  You  will  see great er  things  than  this.” 
51  Then  he  said, “Tru ly  I  tell  you,  you  will  see heav en  opened  and 
 the an gels  of  God as cend ing  and de scend ing  on  the  Son  of  Man.”

The First Sign: Turning Water into Wine

2  On  the  third  day  a wed ding  took  place  in  Cana  of Gal i-
lee.  Jesus’s moth er  was  there, 2   and Jesus  and  his dis ci ples 

 were in vit ed  to  the wed ding  as  well. 3  When  the  wine  ran  out, 
 Jesus’s moth er  told  him, “ They  don’t  have  any  wine.”

4 “ What  has this concern of yours to do with  me, wom an? ” 
 Jesus  asked. “ My  hour  has  not  yet  come.”

5 “ Do what ev er  he  tells  you,”  his moth er  told  the ser vants.
6  Now  six  stone wa ter  jars  had  been  set  there  for Jew ish pu ri-

fi ca tion.  Each con tained twen ty  or thir ty gal lons.
7 “ Fill  the  jars  with wa ter,”  Jesus  told  them.  So  they  filled  them 

 to  the  brim. 8  Then  he  said  to  them, “ Now  draw  some  out  and 
 take  it  to  the headwaiter.”  And  they  did.

9  When  the headwaiter tast ed  the wa ter (af ter  it  had be come 
 wine),  he  did  not  know  where  it  came  from  —   though  the ser-
vants  who  had  drawn  the wa ter  knew.  He  called  the groom 
10  and  told  him, “Ev ery one  sets  out  the  fine  wine  first,  then, af-
ter peo ple  are  drunk,  the in fe ri or.  But  you  have  kept  the  fine 
 wine un til  now.”

11  Jesus  did  this,  the  first  of  his  signs,  in  Cana  of Gal i lee.  He re-
vealed  his glo ry,  and  his dis ci ples be lieved  in  him.

12 Af ter  this,  he  went  down  to Ca per na um, to geth er  with  his 
moth er,  his broth ers,  and  his dis ci ples,  and  they  stayed  there 
 only  a  few  days.

Cleansing the Temple
13  The Jew ish Pass over  was  near,  and  so  Jesus  went  up  to 
Je ru sa lem. 14  In  the tem ple  he  found peo ple sell ing  oxen, 




