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Dedications

Eric—I am thankful for the teachers who invest in 
children and teenagers and help them discover their 

gifts and passions. Thank you, Ms. Landry, for helping 
me love stories and literature. You made me a better 

storyteller for my kids and those I serve.

Evie  —I am thankful for my teachers, who encourage 
me to be creative and try new things. Thank you,  

Mrs. Lang, for helping me love to write. I will never 
forget my second-grade year with you!
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this is a story about two families. Both 

families had two kids who brushed their 

teeth and went to school every morning. 

Both families had one child who always 

had to be reminded to brush his teeth, 

which sometimes made both families late 

for school. Both moms made pancakes 

for breakfast. Both dads misplaced their 

keys. Both families had lots of socks but 

struggled to find ones that matched.   

It may sound like the families were very 

similar. But if you knew them, you would 

know they were different from one another. 

Very different. 
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The first family, the Quokkas, lived in 

the Land of Happiness. It was joyful, even 

when days were tough. Their lives were not 

perfect, but they were filled with hope and 

peace. Their home overflowed with smiles 

and hugs and somersaults and jumps. They 

loved playing and eating and laughing 

together. They loved life.

The Quokka family was so grateful to 

be living in the Land of Happiness. They 

had not always lived there, but that’s a 

much longer story. 
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A few miles away was the Land of 

Sadness, where the Snail family lived. Well, 

some might call what they did “living,” but 

really they were only breathing and slowly 

moving through life. Actually, it was more 

like crawling through life. Their days were 

long and sad. Very sad. 
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You may be wondering, Why didn’t the 

Snails leave the Land of Sadness? The short 

answer is that they didn’t know life could 

be lived any other way. In fact, most people 

in that land didn’t even know the name 

of the place where they lived. They just 

kept going through the motions, crawling 

through life one day at a time.  

As different as the two families were, 

and although they lived in two different 

lands, each family had the same tradition: 

they began the day with sticker charts and 

a family motto. But their mornings did not 

feel the same . . .  
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In the Land of Sadness, the Snails 

recited their motto: 

Work hard every single day  

to fill your chart up all the way.

“Say it louder!” they would sluggishly 

shout. And every day the Snail children—

Sam and Suzy—would say even louder, 

“WORK HARD every single day to FILL 

YOUR CHART up all the way.” 



10

Both Snail children had a chart, and 

every time Sam helped his mom or dad or 

Suzy was kind to a neighbor, the kids could 

put a sticker on the chart. And when the 

chart was full, they could go to the store 

and buy a snailish toy. Sounds great, doesn’t 

it? Well, it wasn’t. 
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Sam and Suzy thought the next sticker 

or the next toy would bring happiness, but 

it never did. Under their beds were toys 

they never played with, toys that always 

sounded like they would be more fun than 

they really were. 

Obeying their parents, being kind, or 

sharing with friends wasn’t satisfying at all 

when it was done only for a sticker. And no 

matter what, Sam and Suzy always needed 

more stickers because as soon as one chart 

was filled there was always another chart 

waiting. Life was sad and tiring. Really, 

really tiring. Snailish, actually.
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The Snail kids had hearts filled with . . .  

Actually, their hearts weren’t filled at all. 

Their hearts felt empty and got smaller and 

smaller each day. They couldn’t really see it 

happening, but over time they knew. 
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Each day when the Quokka children—

Kenton and Kailey—woke up in the Land 

of Happiness, they bounced into the kitchen 

for breakfast and saw their sticker charts 

completely filled. Then they shared their 

family motto:

Be grateful and enjoy your day. 

Your chart is filled in every way!

The kids danced around the kitchen 

because their charts were always full. They 

never took a sticker off or added a sticker. 
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Life was not exhausting for the Quokka 

family. Kenton and Kailey did not have to 

worry about doing enough good things or 

saying enough right things to earn a sticker. 

They had chores (of course), and they were 

expected to be kind to one another (of 

course)—but not to fill their charts. They 

wanted to be helpful and kind because their 

charts were already filled!

The Quokka kids had only a few toys 

under their beds, yet they were happy. They 

were joyful because they were thankful . . .  

thankful that their sticker charts were 

always filled. They did not have to live 

for stickers! They were eager to help their 

parents and share with friends because they 

were grateful for what they had been given. 



17

Kenton and Kailey Quokka had hearts 

filled with joy. Their hearts felt full, and as 

crazy as it sounds, their hearts got bigger 

and bigger each day. They could not really 

see it happening, but over time they knew. 
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But this story is not just about two very 

different families from two different lands 

with two very different sticker charts. This 

is really a story about a rare day when two 

young snails and two young quokkas found 

themselves at the same strawberry patch. 
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Two quokkas, two snails,
one strawberry patch . . .

Suzy and Sam Snail live in the Land of Sadness, constantly
working hard to feel loved. But their gloomy lives just might 
change when they meet two friendly quokkas who tell them 
all about the Creator and what life is like in the Land of 
Happiness. Will the Snails remain sad and empty? Or will 
they eagerly journey to a new land where grace, joy, and 
contentment grow instead? 
 Join these four quirky friends in the strawberry patch, 
and let this parable-style story offer your family a powerful 
conversation starter and a celebration of God’s gift of grace.
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