
T H E  B O O K  O F

Genesis
UNDERSTANDING THE AUTHOR’S HEART The book of Genesis was 
written by Moses, a key leader among the Hebrews. He likely penned Genesis 
during “the desert years,” between 1446 BC—1406 BC. Moses wanted us to 
know where we came from and why we’re here. So the first words of Genesis 
depict God creating the universe. With a word, God spoke the earth into being. 
He also created the first man and woman, but because of their eventual disobe-
dience, humankind became separated from God. We’ve been living with the 
consequences ever since.

CONNECTING WITH GOD’S STORY The word Genesis means beginning, 
and that’s the story of this book. Genesis tells the beginning—of this world and 
humanity, of beauty and brokenness, of you and me. It also shows us where 
we can find hope and healing. In Genesis, we enter into God’s story. Humanity 
connects with a divine narrative that has a clear arc and plotline throughout the 
entire Bible. Genesis sets the scene, introduces the characters, and explodes 
with a love story between God and the human beings He creates. The evil that 
threatens them and God’s plan for salvation are all put into motion in the first 
few chapters.

CONNECTING WITH OUR STORY Through Genesis we understand the 
origin of our own brokenness. We also see the seed of hope as God promises 
to provide a way for restoration. Genesis is the starting point, not only for all of 
life, but also for our own journey. Through the stories that unfold, we trace the 
fingerprints of God, moving on behalf of His people.

As you read Genesis, you’ll also find devotions on these themes:

_ Beautiful Brokenness_ Better Together_ Everyday Leadership

_ Hope in the Hard_ Imperfect Hospitality_ Intentional Gratitude

_ Second Chances_ The Scared Brave



THE CREATION

1 In  the be gin ning  God cre at ed  the heav ens 
 and  the  earth. A

2  Now  the  earth  was form less  and emp ty, 
dark ness cov ered  the sur face  of  the wa tery 
 depths,  and  the Spir it  of  God  was hov er
ing  over  the sur face  of  the wa ters. 3  Then 
 God  said, “ Let  there  be  light,”  and  there  was 
 light. 4  God  saw  that  the  light  was  good,  and 
 God sep a rat ed  the  light  from  the dark ness. 
5  God  called  the  light “ day,”  and  the dark ness 
 he  called “ night.”  There  was  an eve ning,  and 
 there  was  a morn ing:  one  day.

6  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  an ex panse 
be tween  the wa ters, separating wa ter  from 
wa ter.” 7  So  God  made  the ex panse  and sep a
rat ed  the wa ter un der  the ex panse  from  the 
wa ter  above  the ex panse.  And  it  was  so. 8  God 
 called  the ex panse “ sky.” B Eve ning  came  and 
 then morn ing:  the sec ond  day.

9  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter un der  the 
 sky  be gath ered  into  one  place,  and  let  the  dry 
 land ap pear.”  And  it  was  so. 10  God  called  the 
 dry  land “ earth,”  and  the gath er ing  of  the wa
ter  he  called “ seas.”  And  God  saw  that  it  was 
 good. 11  Then  God  said, “ Let  the  earth pro duce 
veg e ta tion: seedbearing  plants  and  fruit 
 trees  on  the  earth bear ing  fruit  with  seed  in 
 it ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.”  And  it  was  so. 
12  The  earth pro duced veg e ta tion: seedbear
ing  plants ac cord ing  to  their  kinds  and  trees 
bear ing  fruit  with  seed  in  it ac cord ing  to  their 
 kinds.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 13 Eve
ning  came  and  then morn ing:  the  third  day.

14  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  lights  in 
 the ex panse  of  the  sky  to sep a rate  the  day 
 from  the  night.  They  will  serve  as  signs  for 
sea sons C  and  for  days  and  years. 15  They  will 
 be  lights  in  the ex panse  of  the  sky  to pro
vide  light  on  the  earth.”  And  it  was  so. 16  God 
 made  the  two  great  lights  —   the great er 
 light  to  rule  over  the  day  and  the less er  light 
 to  rule  over  the  night  —   as  well  as  the  stars. 

17  God  placed  them  in  the ex panse  of  the 
 sky  to pro vide  light  on  the  earth, 18  to  rule 
 the  day  and  the  night,  and  to sep a rate  light 
 from dark ness.  And  God  saw  that  it  was 
 good. 19 Eve ning  came  and  then morn ing: 
 the  fourth  day.

20  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter  swarm 
 with D liv ing crea tures,  and  let  birds  fly  above 
 the  earth  across  the ex panse  of  the  sky.” 21  So 
 God cre at ed  the  large seacreatures E  and ev
ery liv ing crea ture  that  moves  and  swarms 
 in  the wa ter, ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.  He  also 
cre at ed ev ery  winged crea ture ac cord ing  to 
 its  kind.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 22  God 
 blessed  them: “ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply,  and  fill 
 the wa ters  of  the  seas,  and  let  the  birds mul
ti ply  on  the  earth.” 23 Eve ning  came  and  then 
morn ing:  the  fifth  day.

24  Then  God  said, “ Let  the  earth pro duce 
liv ing crea tures ac cord ing  to  their  kinds: 
live stock, crea tures  that  crawl,  and  the wild
life  of  the  earth ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.”  And 
 it  was  so. 25  So  God  made  the wildlife  of  the 
 earth ac cord ing  to  their  kinds,  the live stock 
ac cord ing  to  their  kinds,  and  all  the crea tures 
 that  crawl  on  the  ground ac cord ing  to  their 
 kinds.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good.

26  Then  God  said, “ Let  us  make  man F  in G  our 
im age, ac cord ing  to  our like ness.  They  will 
 rule  the  fish  of  the  sea,  the  birds  of  the  sky,  the 
live stock,  the  whole  earth, H  and  the crea tures 
 that  crawl I  on  the  earth.”
 27 So God created man in his own image;
  he created him in J the image of God;
  he created them male and female.
28  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  to  them, 
“ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply,  fill  the  earth,  and sub
due  it.  Rule  the  fish  of  the  sea,  the  birds  of 
 the  sky,  and ev ery crea ture  that crawls K  on 
 the  earth.” 29  God  also  said, “ Look,  I  have giv
en  you ev ery seedbearing  plant  on  the sur
face  of  the en tire  earth  and ev ery  tree  whose 
 fruit con tains  seed.  This  will  be  food  for  you, 

A 1:1 Or created the universe   B 1:8 Or “heavens.”   C 1:14 Or for the appointed times   D 1:20 Lit with swarms of   
E 1:21 Or created sea monsters   F 1:26 Or human beings ; Hb ‘adam, also in v. 27   G 1:26 Or as   H 1:26 Syr reads sky, 
and over every animal of the land   I 1:26 Or scurry   J 1:27 Or man as his own image; he created him as   K 1:28 Or 
and all scurrying animals
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30  for  all  the wildlife  of  the  earth,  for ev ery 
 bird  of  the  sky,  and  for ev ery crea ture  that 
crawls  on  the  earth  —  ev ery thing hav ing 
 the  breath  of  life  in  it  —   I  have giv en A ev ery 
 green  plant  for  food.”  And  it  was  so. 31  God 
 saw  all  that  he  had  made,  and  it  was  very 
 good in deed. Eve ning  came  and  then morn
ing:  the  sixth  day.

2  So  the heav ens  and  the  earth  and ev ery
thing  in  them  were com plet ed. 2  On  the 

sev enth B  day  God  had com plet ed  his  work 
 that  he  had  done,  and  he rest ed C  on  the sev
enth  day  from  all  his  work  that  he  had  done. 
3  God  blessed  the sev enth  day  and de clared  it 
 holy,  for  on  it  he rest ed  from  all  his  work  of 
cre a tion. D

MAN AND WOMAN IN THE GARDEN
4  These  are  the rec ords  of  the heav ens  and  the 
 earth, con cern ing  their cre a tion.  At  the  time E 
 that  the  L ord  God  made  the  earth  and  the 
heav ens, 5  no  shrub  of  the  field  had  yet  grown 
 on  the  land, F  and  no  plant  of  the  field  had  yet 
sprout ed,  for  the  L ord  God  had  not  made 
 it  rain  on  the  land,  and  there  was  no  man 
 to  work  the  ground. 6  But  mist  would  come 
 up  from  the  earth  and wa ter  all  the  ground. 
7  Then  the  L ord  God  formed  the  man  out  of 
 the  dust  from  the  ground  and  breathed  the 
 breath  of  life  into  his nos trils,  and  the  man 
be came  a liv ing be ing.

8  The  L ord  God plant ed  a gar den  in  Eden,  in 
 the  east,  and  there  he  placed  the  man  he  had 
 formed. 9  The  L ord  God  caused  to  grow  out  of 
 the  ground ev ery  tree pleas ing  in ap pear ance 
 and  good  for  food, in clud ing  the  tree  of  life  in 
 the mid dle  of  the gar den,  as  well  as  the  tree  of 
 the knowl edge  of  good  and  evil.

10  A riv er  went G  out  from  Eden  to wa ter  the 
gar den.  From  there  it di vid ed  and be came  the 
 source  of  four riv ers. H 11  The  name  of  the  first 
 is Pi shon,  which  flows  through  the en tire 
 land  of Hav i lah, I  where  there  is  gold. 12  Gold 

 from  that  land  is  pure; J bdel li um K  and  onyx L 
 are  also  there. 13  The  name  of  the sec ond riv
er  is Gi hon,  which  flows  through  the en tire 
 land  of  Cush. 14  The  name  of  the  third riv er 
 is Ti gris,  which  runs  east  of As syr ia.  And  the 
 fourth riv er  is  the Eu phra tes.

15  The  L ord  God  took  the  man  and  placed 
 him  in  the gar den  of  Eden  to  work  it  and 
 watch  over  it. 16  And  the  L ord  God com mand
ed  the  man, “ You  are  free  to  eat  from  any  tree 
 of  the gar den, 17  but  you  must  not  eat  from  the 
 tree  of  the knowl edge  of  good  and  evil,  for  on 
 the  day  you  eat  from  it,  you  will cer tain ly  die.” 
18  Then  the  L ord  God  said, “ It  is  not  good  for 
 the  man  to  be  alone.  I  will  make  a help er cor
re spond ing  to  him.” 19  The  L ord  God  formed 
 out  of  the  ground ev ery  wild an i mal  and ev ery 
 bird  of  the  sky,  and  brought  each  to  the  man 
 to  see  what  he  would  call  it.  And what ev er  the 
 man  called  a liv ing crea ture,  that  was  its  name. 
20  The  man  gave  names  to  all  the live stock,  to 
 the  birds  of  the  sky,  and  to ev ery  wild an i mal; 
 but  for  the  man M  no help er  was  found cor re
spond ing  to  him. 21  So  the  L ord  God  caused  a 
 deep  sleep  to  come  over  the  man,  and  he  slept. 
 God  took  one  of  his  ribs  and  closed  the  flesh  at 
 that  place. 22  Then  the  L ord  God  made  the  rib 
 he  had tak en  from  the  man  into  a wom an  and 
 brought  her  to  the  man. 23  And  the  man  said:
  This one, at last, is bone of my bone
  and flesh of my flesh;
  this one will be called “woman,”
  for she was taken from man.

24  This  is  why  a  man  leaves  his fa ther  and 
moth er  and  bonds  with  his  wife,  and  they be
come  one  flesh. 25  Both  the  man  and  his  wife 
 were na ked,  yet  felt  no  shame.

THE TEMPTATION AND THE FALL

3  Now  the ser pent  was  the  most cun ning 
 of  all  the  wild an i mals  that  the  L ord  God 

 had  made.  He  said  to  the wom an, “ Did  God 
A 1:30 I have given added for clarity   B 2:2 Sam, LXX, Syr read sixth   C 2:2 Or ceased, also in v. 3   D 2:3 Lit work that 
God created to make   E 2:4 Lit creation on the day   F 2:5 Or earth   G 2:10 Or goes   H 2:10 Lit became four heads   
I 2:11 Or of the Havilah   J 2:12 Lit good   K 2:12 A yellowish, transparent gum resin   L 2:12 Identity of this precious 
stone uncertain   M 2:20 Or for Adam   
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The Fall
GENESIS 3

The lady made it sound so simple. All I had to do was fill out a short application to be 
approved for a credit card with a reasonable limit for a beginner. It sounded so easy. Not 
only would I have a financial backup in the case of an emergency, I would also have the 
opportunity to build my personal credit history. As I signed my name across the dotted 
line, I remember feeling a bit of concern. My parents had warned me about the perils of 
consumer debt and had encouraged me to talk to them about major financial decisions. 
But I was an adult now. I figured that as a freshman in college, it was the right time for me 
to start making some decisions of my own.

A few weeks later the shiny new credit card arrived in the mail. My intentions were only to 
look at it. It was nice to know I owned a piece of plastic with my name on it that gave me 
more purchasing power than I had on my own. And for a while, that’s exactly all I did—look.

However, the day inevitably arrived when some clothing I wanted cost more than the cash 
that I had to pay for it, and I remembered the shiny plastic card that I carried around in 
my purse. I convinced myself that this one purchase wouldn’t harm anything, so I reached 
inside of my wallet to grab that card and put it to use. Initially, nothing terrible happened. 
But I’d crossed a boundary line that had been put in place for my protection and I knew 
it. And it wasn’t long before the consequences of that one lone signature started to show 
up. The balance on the card increased over time, and the unintended consequences of 
burdensome debt resulted.

Like the warning my parents had given me, God gives us warnings and instructions for 
our own good. In the beginning, God created the world and everything in it and called 
it good. Yet only three chapters in, the first man and woman make a decision that forever 
changed things for every person that would come after them. Adam and Eve didn’t take 
God at His Word. They engaged in conversations, thoughts, and, eventually, actions that 
moved them away from the original plan God had for them.

In Genesis 2:16-18, God gave clear instructions not to eat of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. In Genesis 3, we see what happens when we don’t take seriously the 
guidelines and boundaries that God gives us.

One day, Satan showed up in the form of a serpent and did to Eve what he has continued 
to do to all people throughout history. He deceived her. He started by questioning God’s 
Word and omitting God’s goodness (v. 1). God granted them freedom to eat from all trees 
in the garden with the exception of one. Satan focused Eve’s attention on what she couldn’t 
have instead of everything God had given her.

Not only did Satan recount God’s Word incorrectly, Eve did too. She added to what God 
said (v. 3). Then after Eve’s attempt to offer a rebuttal to Satan’s false claim, Satan flat out 
called God a liar (v. 4) and told Eve that there would be no consequences, when God had 
clearly said otherwise.

Eve fell for it. She chose to go with what made sense to her in the moment and ignore the 
warning God had given her and her husband. She invited her husband to participate in 
disobeying God. As a result, their perfect life in the Garden of Eden came to an end as a 
consequence of their sin.



The good news is that God still pursued a relationship with them. First, He went looking 
for Adam and Eve. He sought them out even when they were hiding from Him in guilt and 
shame (vv. 8-9). God invited them to face their sin and be honest about what they had 
done (v. 11). He cursed Satan and provided a solution for victory over him through the 
birth of Christ Jesus (v. 15). While Adam and Eve still had to face the consequences of their 
choices, God covered them (v. 21). He showed them tough love by protecting them from 
doing more damage than they’d already done (vv. 22-24).

Most of us have experienced, either firsthand or by watching others, what can happen 
when we don’t follow God’s direction. We call the sin of Adam and Eve “The Fall” but the 
truth is we all fall. Like Eve, many of us focus more on what we can’t have and show a lack 
of gratitude for what God has provided. When we don’t embrace the truth of God’s Word, 
there will be consequences. Some consequences are immediate and obvious. Others ap-
pear over time and subtly erode God’s plan for our lives. In either case, one consequence 
is always the same—sin separates us from fellowship with God.

But even when we fall, and we all fall (Rm 3:23), there is good news. First, the same God 
that showed mercy, grace, and redemptive love in Genesis is the God who offers us the 
same gift today and every day. Like He covered Adam and Eve, He is willing to cover us 
with His saving, redeeming blood.

Second, we have the opportunity each and every day to choose to obey God’s Word. 
Believing what God has said is our powerful defense against the deception of the enemy 
and the pitfalls and consequences that may follow.

Eventually, the consequence of my decision to buy things on credit became so over-
whelming that, despite the shame and guilt I felt, I talked to my parents about it. They 
were disappointed in my choices but also expressed their commitment to guide me to 
a better financial place. The good news was they were willing to cover me with love and 
wisdom as I moved forward. They did, however, require me to cut up the card.

God always provides a way for us to regain fellowship with Him. God offers forgiveness 
and a solution to the consequences that we face because of the victory we have in Jesus 
Christ. God desires to cover us. It is not His desire that any of us should perish spiritually 
or experientially. While sometimes that involves showing us tough love, His love is always 
aimed at our ultimate good.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS:
 _ Have you faced consequences for your disobedience to God?
 _ How did God correct you?
 _ How did you experience God’s protection and compassion through His 

correction?

Second Chances
Devotional Reading Plan, page 1834

Author Index, page 1844



real ly  say, ‘ You  can’t  eat  from  any  tree  in  the 
gar den’? ”

2  The wom an  said  to  the ser pent, “ We  may 
 eat  the  fruit  from  the  trees  in  the gar den. 3  But 
 about  the  fruit  of  the  tree  in  the mid dle  of  the 
gar den,  God  said, ‘ You  must  not  eat  it  or  touch 
 it,  or  you  will  die.’ ”

4 “ No!  You  will  not  die,”  the ser pent  said  to 
 the wom an. 5 “ In  fact,  God  knows  that  when A 
 you  eat  it  your  eyes  will  be  opened  and  you 
 will  be  like  God, B know ing  good  and  evil.” 
6  The wom an  saw  that  the  tree  was  good  for 
 food  and de light ful  to  look  at,  and  that  it  was 
de sir able  for obtaining wis dom.  So  she  took 
 some  of  its  fruit  and  ate  it;  she  also  gave  some 
 to  her hus band,  who  was  with  her,  and  he 
 ate  it. 7  Then  the  eyes  of  both  of  them  were 
 opened,  and  they  knew  they  were na ked;  so 
 they  sewed  fig  leaves to geth er  and  made cov
er ings  for them selves.

SIN’S CONSEQUENCES
8  Then  the  man  and  his  wife  heard  the  sound 
 of  the  L ord  God walk ing  in  the gar den  at  the 
 time  of  the eve ning  breeze, C  and  they  hid 
 from  the  L ord  God  among  the  trees  of  the 
gar den. 9  So  the  L ord  God  called  out  to  the 
 man  and  said  to  him, “ Where  are  you? ”

10  And  he  said, “ I  heard  you D  in  the gar den, 
 and  I  was  afraid be cause  I  was na ked,  so  I 
 hid.”

11  Then  he  asked, “ Who  told  you  that  you 
 were na ked?  Did  you  eat  from  the  tree  that  I 
com mand ed  you  not  to  eat  from? ”

12  The  man re plied, “ The wom an  you  gave 
 to  be  with  me  —   she  gave  me  some  fruit  from 
 the  tree,  and  I  ate.”

13  So  the  L ord  God  asked  the wom an, 
“ What  is  this  you  have  done? ”

 And  the wom an  said, “ The ser pent de
ceived  me,  and  I  ate.”

14  So  the  L ord  God  said  to  the ser pent:
  Because you have done this,

Meet Eve
A WOMAN OF

Second Chances
GENESIS 3

Eve desired wisdom, and she 
believed the serpent when he 
said that God was holding out on 
her. She broke God’s law and did 
the one thing He asked her not 
to do. Eve learned the hard way 
that God wasn’t the one who lied. 
It was the serpent who deceived 
her. But God didn’t leave her in 
her brokenness. The first mistake 
in history also led to the greatest 
second chance. While there were 
consequences for her actions, 
God promised to redeem her and 
make her the mother of all the 
living. He also promised that her 
offspring would one day crush the 
serpent and destroy his hold over 
humanity. God was faithful to fulfill 
His promise, too, bringing about 
redemption through the Second 
Adam—Jesus Christ.

A 3:5 Lit on the day   B 3:5 Or gods, or divine beings   C 3:8 Lit at the wind of the day   D 3:10 Lit the sound of you
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New Testament
the





T H E  B O O K  O F

Matthew
UNDERSTANDING THE AUTHOR’S HEART Although the author does not 
identify himself in the text, the early church remained steadfast in its affirma-
tion of Matthew as the author. Matthew was a tax collector, called by Jesus to 
become one of the twelve disciples. His words are an eyewitness testimony to 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Matthew wrote with a Jewish 
audience in mind as he made repeated references to the Old Testament—iden-
tifying Jesus as the ultimate fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies.

CONNECTING WITH GOD’S STORY Matthew’s Gospel account opens 
with a genealogy that connects the two testaments, with Jesus as the central 
figure. He then alternates narratives with Jesus’s discourse to paint a clear por-
trait of Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah. Without a doubt, Matthew’s contri-
bution to the biblical canon is a definitive case for Jesus as the promised Savior. 

CONNECTING WITH OUR STORY A journey through the Gospel of Mat-
thew reassures every heart that God is faithful to keep His promises. He had a 
plan for redemption in motion since before the beginning of time, and we can 
place our trust in Him because He is always true to His word.

As you read Matthew, you’ll also find devotions on these themes:

_ Beautiful Brokenness_ Better Together_ Daily Grace_ Everyday Leadership

_ Friendship on Purpose_ Imperfect Hospitality_ Intentional Gratitude_ Second Chances



THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS CHRIST

1  An ac count  of  the ge ne al o gy  of  Jesus 
 Christ,  the  Son  of Da vid,  the  Son  of Abra

ham:

FROM ABRAHAM TO DAVID
 2 Abraham fathered A Isaac,
  Isaac fathered Jacob,
  Jacob fathered Judah and his brothers,
 3 Judah fathered Perez and Zerah 

by Tamar,
  Perez fathered Hezron,
  Hezron fathered Aram,
 4 Aram fathered Amminadab,
  Amminadab fathered Nahshon,
  Nahshon fathered Salmon,
 5 Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab,
  Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth,
  Obed fathered Jesse,
 6 and Jesse fathered King David.

FROM DAVID TO THE BABYLONIAN EXILE

  David fathered Solomon B by Uriah’s wife,
 7 Solomon fathered Rehoboam,
  Rehoboam fathered Abijah,
  Abijah fathered Asa, C

 8 Asa C fathered Jehoshaphat,
  Jehoshaphat fathered Joram, D

  Joram fathered Uzziah,
 9 Uzziah fathered Jotham,
  Jotham fathered Ahaz,
  Ahaz fathered Hezekiah,
 10 Hezekiah fathered Manasseh,
  Manasseh fathered Amon, E

  Amon fathered Josiah,
 11 and Josiah fathered Jeconiah 

and his brothers
  at the time of the exile to Babylon.

FROM THE EXILE TO THE CHRIST
 12 After the exile to Babylon
  Jeconiah fathered Shealtiel,
  Shealtiel fathered Zerubbabel,

 13 Zerubbabel fathered Abiud,
  Abiud fathered Eliakim,
  Eliakim fathered Azor,
 14 Azor fathered Zadok,
  Zadok fathered Achim,
  Achim fathered Eliud,
 15 Eliud fathered Eleazar,
  Eleazar fathered Matthan,
  Matthan fathered Jacob,
 16 and Jacob fathered Joseph the husband 

of Mary,
  who gave birth to Jesus who is called 

the Christ.

17  So  all  the gen er a tions  from Abra ham  to 
Da vid  were four teen gen er a tions;  and  from 
Da vid un til  the ex ile  to Bab ylon, four teen 
gen er a tions;  and  from  the ex ile  to Bab ylon 
un til  the  Christ, four teen gen er a tions.

THE NATIVITY OF THE CHRIST
18  The  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  came  about  this 
 way: Af ter  his moth er  Mary  had  been en
gaged F  to Jo seph,  it  was dis cov ered be fore 
 they  came to geth er  that  she  was preg nant 
 from  the  Holy Spir it. 19  So  her hus band Jo
seph, be ing  a righ teous  man,  and  not want ing 
 to dis grace  her pub lic ly, de cid ed  to di vorce 
 her se cret ly.

20  But af ter  he  had con sid ered  these  things, 
 an an gel  of  the  Lord ap peared  to  him  in  a 
 dream, say ing, “Jo seph,  son  of Da vid,  don’t 
 be  afraid  to  take  Mary  as  your  wife, be cause 
 what  has  been con ceived  in  her  is  from  the 
 Holy Spir it. 21  She  will  give  birth  to  a  son,  and 
 you  are  to  name  him  Jesus, be cause  he  will 
 save  his peo ple  from  their  sins.”

22  Now  all  this  took  place  to ful fill  what  was 
spo ken  by  the  Lord  through  the proph et:
 23 See, the virgin will become pregnant
  and give birth to a son,
  and they will name him Immanuel, G

 which  is trans lat ed “ God  is  with  us.”
A 1:2 In vv. 2-16 either a son, as here, or a later descendant, as in v. 8   B 1:6 Other mss add King   C 1:7,8 Other mss 
read Asaph   D 1:8 = Jehoram   E 1:10 Other mss read Amos   F 1:18 Or betrothed   G 1:23 Is 7:14
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24  When Jo seph  woke  up,  he  did  as  the 
 Lord’s an gel  had com mand ed  him.  He mar
ried  her 25  but  did  not  have sex u al re la tions 
 with  her un til  she  gave  birth  to  a  son. A  And  he 
 named  him  Jesus.

WISE MEN VISIT THE KING

2 Af ter  Jesus  was  born  in Beth le hem  of Ju
dea  in  the  days  of  King Her od,  wise  men 

 from  the  east ar rived  in Je ru sa lem, 2 say ing, 
“ Where  is  he  who  has  been  born  king  of  the 
 Jews?  For  we  saw  his  star  at  its ris ing  and 
 have  come  to wor ship  him.” B

3  When  King Her od  heard  this,  he  was 
deep ly dis turbed,  and  all Je ru sa lem  with  him. 
4  So  he as sem bled  all  the  chief  priests  and 
 scribes  of  the peo ple  and  asked  them  where 
 the  Christ  would  be  born.

5 “ In Beth le hem  of Ju dea,”  they  told  him, 
“be cause  this  is  what  was writ ten  by  the 
proph et:
 6 And you, Bethlehem, in the land 

of Judah,
  are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah:
  Because out of you will come a ruler
  who will shepherd my people Israel.” C

7  Then Her od se cret ly sum moned  the  wise 
 men  and  asked  them  the ex act  time  the  star 
ap peared. 8  He  sent  them  to Beth le hem  and 
 said, “ Go  and  search care ful ly  for  the  child. 
 When  you  find  him, re port  back  to  me  so  that 
 I  too  can  go  and wor ship  him.” D

9 Af ter hear ing  the  king,  they  went  on  their 
 way.  And  there  it  was  —   the  star  they  had 
 seen  at  its ris ing.  It  led  them un til  it  came  and 
 stopped  above  the  place  where  the  child  was. 
10  When  they  saw  the  star,  they  were over
whelmed  with  joy. 11 En ter ing  the  house,  they 
 saw  the  child  with  Mary  his moth er,  and fall
ing  to  their  knees,  they wor shiped  him. E  Then 
 they  opened  their trea sures  and pre sent ed 

Meet Tamar
A WOMAN OF 

Second Chances
MATTHEW 1

Tamar became the wife of 
Judah’s son, Er. When he died, 
custom required that she be given 
as a wife to the next oldest son, 
Onan. However, he was a wicked 
man, so the Lord put him to death. 
Judah then promised to give 
Tamar to his youngest son, Shelah, 
but he did not follow through on 
his promise. So Tamar disguised 
herself as a prostitute and became 
pregnant by Judah. After being 
neglected for so long, Tamar came 
to live with Judah. Her son Perez 
became an ancestor of King David, 
and eventually Christ. The Lord 
allowed Tamar to be one of four 
women named in the genealogy 
of Jesus Christ and forever 
remembered as a woman with a 
beautiful story of redemption.

A 1:25 Other mss read to her firstborn son   B 2:2 Or to pay him homage   C 2:6 Mc 5:2   D 2:8 Or and pay him homage   
E 2:11 Or they paid him homage
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W hat God Can Do with the Unlikely
MATTHEW 1

I remember the first time I felt like I needed to hide from Jesus. I was at a Christian 
retreat my freshman year of college. I was hungry for God and wanted to know more of 
who He is. I believed that, as I was surrounded by His people at the retreat, I would learn 
more about Him. The Bible was newly alive to me, and with each phrase I was blown away 
at how it spoke to me and how I could understand it. I wanted more.

I tuned in as the speaker gave his talk, hanging on every word, until he said something 
that shook me. The speaker asked, “What would you do if Jesus walked into the room 
right now?”

The immediate thought that came to my mind was: I would hide.

If Jesus came into the room, I would hide. I would go and bend down behind one of the 
worn couches and make sure He couldn’t see me. Because He wouldn’t want to see me—
He, being holy and good, and me, being filthy and having done awful things. I was not 
clean. I was dirty. A holy God shouldn’t see a dirty girl.

Shame.

I shared my thoughts with my small group, thinking they were obvious and made sense, 
and someone from the group spoke life to me, “You wouldn’t have to hide,” she said. 
“Jesus knows everything you’ve done and everything you’re going to do and He loves you 
anyway. If He were to come into this room, He would embrace you and put His hands on 
your face and call you ‘daughter.’”

Daughter.

“But to all who did receive him, he gave them the right to be children of God, to those 
who believe in his name” (Jn 1:12). 

I had no need to stay in my shame. I was His daughter whom He loved in spite of all the 
filth. I was His daughter because I believed in Him and because I trusted Him with my life. 
Isn’t that the most extraordinary thing about God? He takes in the harlots, the outcasts, 
the dirty, the thieves, and the liars, and He makes them—He makes us—His sons and 
daughters. Then He makes us new: holy, righteous, perfect.

“For by one offering he has perfected forever those who are sanctified” (Heb 10:14).

God uses the unlikely to make His name known. Did you know there are only four women 
named in the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew chapter 1? Yep, only four women named: 
Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Mary. Tamar played the harlot, deceived her father-in-law, and 
had his twin sons. Rahab was a harlot. Ruth was not only a foreigner, but one of the cursed 
Moabites (Dt 23:3). She even initiated a relationship with Boaz after being instructed to 
do so by her mother-in-law Naomi. And Mary was a young, pregnant, unmarried virgin.

These women were a part of bringing Jesus to earth, and they are named in the lineage 
of Christ. God wanted us to know their names. God wanted us to know that Tamar—even 
though she tricked her father-in-law into sleeping with her—was worthy of being named 
because she was righteous by faith. God wanted us to know that even a harlot, Rahab, was 
humble and faithful and, by His grace, had given birth to a son who would become King 
David’s great-grandfather. God wanted us to know that Boaz had redeemed the young 
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