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RELATED TEXTS: DEUTERONOMY 32:1-6; ROMANS 3:9-18; REVELATION 
12:9; 20:1-3,7-15; 22:1-3 

REFERENCES: GENESIS 3:9-16

GOD JUDGES THE FIRST SIN
  So  the  L ORD  God  called  out  to  the  man  and  said  to  him, “ Where  are  you? ”

  And  he  said, “ I  heard  you  in  the gar den,  and  I  was  afraid be cause  I 
 was na ked,  so  I  hid.”

  Then  he  asked, “ Who  told  you  that  you  were na ked?  Did  you  eat  from 
 the  tree  that  I com mand ed  you  not  to  eat  from? ”

  The  man re plied, “ The wom an  you  gave  to  be  with  me  —   she  gave  me 
 some  fruit  from  the  tree,  and  I  ate.”

  So  the  L ORD  God  asked  the wom an, “ What  is  this  you  have  done? ”
 And  the wom an  said, “ The ser pent de ceived  me,  and  I  ate.”
  So  the  L ORD  God  said  to  the ser pent:

  Because you have done this,
  you are cursed more than any livestock
  and more than any wild animal.
  You will move on your belly
  and eat dust all the days of your life.

I will put hostility between you and the woman,
  and between your offspring and her offspring.
  He will strike your head,
  and you will strike his heel.

  He  said  to  the wom an:
  I will intensify your labor pains;
  you will bear children with painful effort.
  Your desire will be for your husband,
  yet he will rule over you.
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RELATED TEXTS: GENESIS 18:16-33; PSALM 50; ROMANS 8:18-25; 
REVELATION 22 

REFERENCES: GENESIS 3:17-24; 1 CORINTHIANS 15:22

GOD EXILES ADAM AND EVE FROM THE GARDEN
  And  he  said  to  the  man, “Be cause  you lis tened  to  your  wife  and  ate 

 from  the  tree  about  which  I com mand ed  you, ‘ Do  not  eat  from  it’:
  The ground is cursed because of you.
  You will eat from it by means of painful labor
  all the days of your life.

It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
  and you will eat the plants of the field.

You will eat bread by the sweat of your brow
  until you return to the ground,
  since you were taken from it.
  For you are dust,
  and you will return to dust.”

  The  man  named  his  wife  Eve be cause  she  was  the moth er  of  all  the 
liv ing.   The  L ORD  God  made cloth ing  from  skins  for  the  man  and  his 
 wife,  and  he  clothed  them.

  The  L ORD  God  said, “ Since  the  man  has be come  like  one  of  us, know-
ing  good  and  evil,  he  must  not  reach  out,  take  from  the  tree  of  life,  eat, 
 and  live for ev er.”   So  the  L ORD  God  sent  him  away  from  the gar den  of 
 Eden  to  work  the  ground  from  which  he  was tak en.   He  drove  the  man 
 out  and sta tioned  the cher u bim  and  the flam ing, whirl ing  sword  east 
 of  the gar den  of  Eden  to  guard  the  way  to  the  tree  of  life.

  For  just  as  in  Adam  all  die,  so  also  in  Christ  all  will  be  made  alive.
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RELATED TEXTS: GENESIS 3; ROMANS 5:18—6:23; EPHESIANS 2:1-10; 
COLOSSIANS 3:1-17 

REFERENCES: ROMANS 5:12-17; 6:23

DEATH IN ADAM, LIFE IN CHRIST
 There fore,  just  as  sin en tered  the  world  through  one  man,  and  death 

 through  sin,  in  this  way  death  spread  to  all peo ple, be cause  all  sinned. 
  In  fact,  sin  was  in  the  world be fore  the  law,  but  sin  is  not  charged  to 
 a per son’s ac count  when  there  is  no  law.  Nev er the less,  death  reigned 
 from  Adam  to Mo ses,  even  over  those  who  did  not  sin  in  the like ness 
 of  Adam’s trans gres sion.  He  is  a  type  of  the Com ing  One.

  But  the  gift  is  not  like  the tres pass.  For  if  by  the  one  man’s tres pass  the 
 many  died,  how  much  more  have  the  grace  of  God  and  the  gift  which 
 comes  through  the  grace  of  the  one  man  Jesus  Christ over flowed  to  the 
 many.   And  the  gift  is  not  like  the  one  man’s  sin, be cause  from  one  sin 
 came  the judg ment, resulting  in con dem na tion,  but  from  many tres-
pass es  came  the  gift, resulting  in jus ti fi ca tion.   Since  by  the  one  man’s 
tres pass,  death  reigned  through  that  one  man,  how  much  more  will 
 those  who re ceive  the over flow  of  grace  and  the  gift  of righ teous ness 
 reign  in  life  through  the  one  man,  Jesus  Christ.

  For  the wag es  of  sin  is  death,  but  the  gift  of  God  is eter nal  life  in  Christ 
 Jesus  our  Lord.
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RELATED TEXTS: EXODUS 20:13; MATTHEW 5:21-26; HEBREWS 11:4;  
1 JOHN 3:11-12 

REFERENCES: GENESIS 4:1-12

CAIN AND ABEL: THE FIRST MURDER
The  man  was in ti mate  with  his  wife  Eve,  and  she con ceived  and  gave 
 birth  to  Cain.  She  said, “ I  have  had  a  male  child  with  the  L ORD’ s  help.” 
  She  also  gave  birth  to  his broth er  Abel.  Now  Abel be came  a shep herd 
 of  flocks,  but  Cain  worked  the  ground.   In  the  course  of  time  Cain pre-
sent ed  some  of  the  land’s pro duce  as  an off er ing  to  the  L ORD.   And  Abel 
 also pre sent ed  an off er ing  —   some  of  the first born  of  his  flock  and 
 their  fat por tions.  The  L ORD  had re gard  for  Abel  and  his off er ing,   but 
 he  did  not  have re gard  for  Cain  and  his off er ing.  Cain  was fu ri ous,  and 
 he  looked de spon dent.

  Then  the  L ORD  said  to  Cain, “ Why  are  you fu ri ous?  And  why  do  you 
 look de spon dent?   If  you  do  what  is  right,  won’t  you  be ac cept ed?  But 
 if  you  do  not  do  what  is  right,  sin  is crouch ing  at  the  door.  Its de sire  is 
 for  you,  but  you  must  rule  over  it.”

  Cain  said  to  his broth er  Abel, “ Let’s  go  out  to  the  field.”  And  while 
 they  were  in  the  field,  Cain at tacked  his broth er  Abel  and  killed  him.

  Then  the  L ORD  said  to  Cain, “ Where  is  your broth er  Abel? ”
“ I  don’t  know,”  he re plied. “ Am  I  my broth er’s guard ian? ”
  Then  he  said, “ What  have  you  done?  Your broth er’s  blood  cries  out  to 

 me  from  the  ground!   So  now  you  are  cursed, alien at ed  from  the  ground 
 that  opened  its  mouth  to re ceive  your broth er’s  blood  you  have  shed.   If 
 you  work  the  ground,  it  will nev er  again  give  you  its  yield.  You  will  be 
 a rest less wan der er  on  the  earth.”
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RELATED TEXTS: PSALM 29:36; HEBREWS 11:1-7; 1 PETER 3:18-22 

REFERENCES: GENESIS 6:9-14,17-19,21-22

NOAH: THE RIGHTEOUS MAN
  These  are  the fam i ly rec ords  of  Noah.  Noah  was  a righ teous  man, 

blame less  among  his contemporaries;  Noah  walked  with  God.   And 
 Noah fa thered  three  sons:  Shem,  Ham,  and Ja pheth.

  Now  the  earth  was cor rupt  in  God’s  sight,  and  the  earth  was  filled 
 with wick ed ness.   God  saw  how cor rupt  the  earth  was,  for ev ery crea-
ture  had cor rupt ed  its  way  on  the  earth.   Then  God  said  to  Noah, “ I  have 
de cid ed  to  put  an  end  to ev ery crea ture,  for  the  earth  is  filled  with wick-
ed ness be cause  of  them; there fore  I  am go ing  to de stroy  them  along 
 with  the  earth.

 “ Make your self  an  ark  of gopher  wood.  Make  rooms  in  the  ark,  and 
cov er  it  with  pitch in side  and out side.”

 “Un der stand  that  I  am bring ing  a  flood  —  flood wa ters  on  the  earth 
 to de stroy ev ery crea ture un der heav en  with  the  breath  of  life  in  it. Ev-
ery thing  on  earth  will per ish.   But  I  will es tab lish  my cov enant  with  you, 
 and  you  will en ter  the  ark  with  your  sons,  your  wife,  and  your  sons’ 
 wives.   You  are  also  to  bring  into  the  ark  two  of  all  the liv ing crea tures, 
 male  and fe male,  to  keep  them  alive  with  you.”

 “  Take  with  you ev ery  kind  of  food  that  is eat en; gath er  it  as  food  for 
 you  and  for  them.”   And  Noah  did  this.  He  did ev ery thing  that  God  had 
com mand ed  him.
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RELATED TEXTS: PSALM 93; NAHUM 1:1-8; MATTHEW 24:36-42; LUKE 
17:26-36; 2 PETER 2:4-9 

REFERENCES: GENESIS 7:6-11,17-19,23; HEBREWS 11:7

THE GREAT FLOOD
  Noah  was  six hun dred  years  old  when  the  flood  came  and wa ter cov-

ered  the  earth.   So  Noah,  his  sons,  his  wife,  and  his  sons’  wives en tered 
 the  ark be cause  of  the flood wa ters.   From  the  clean an i mals, un clean an-
i mals,  birds,  and ev ery crea ture  that crawls  on  the  ground,   two  of  each, 
 male  and fe male,  came  to  Noah  and en tered  the  ark,  just  as  God  had 
com mand ed  him.  Sev en  days lat er  the flood wa ters  came  on  the  earth.

  In  the  six hun dredth  year  of  Noah’s  life,  in  the sec ond  month,  on  the 
sev en teenth  day  of  the  month,  on  that  day  all  the  sources  of  the  vast 
wa tery  depths  burst  open,  the flood gates  of  the  sky  were  opened, . . .

  The  flood con tin ued  for for ty  days  on  the  earth;  the wa ter in creased 
 and lift ed  up  the  ark  so  that  it  rose  above  the  earth.   The wa ter  surged 
 and in creased great ly  on  the  earth,  and  the  ark float ed  on  the sur face 
 of  the wa ter.   Then  the wa ter  surged  even high er  on  the  earth,  and  all 
 the  high moun tains un der  the  whole  sky  were cov ered.

  He  wiped  out ev ery liv ing  thing  that  was  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  from 
man kind  to live stock,  to crea tures  that  crawl,  to  the  birds  of  the  sky, 
 and  they  were  wiped  off  the  earth.  Only  Noah  was  left,  and  those  that 
 were  with  him  in  the  ark.

  By  faith  Noah, af ter  he  was  warned  about  what  was  not  yet  seen  and 
motivated  by god ly  fear,  built  an  ark  to de liv er  his fam i ly.  By  faith  he 
con demned  the  world  and be came  an  heir  of  the righ teous ness  that 
 comes  by  faith.
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RELATED TEXTS: GENESIS 9; 2 PETER 3:1-14; REVELATION 21:1-4 

REFERENCES: GENESIS 8:1,6-9a,10-11,18,20-21

AFTER THE FLOOD
God re mem bered  Noah,  as  well  as  all  the wildlife  and  all  the live stock 
 that  were  with  him  in  the  ark.  God  caused  a  wind  to  pass  over  the  earth, 
 and  the wa ter be gan  to sub side.

 Af ter for ty  days  Noah  opened  the win dow  of  the  ark  that  he  had  made, 
  and  he  sent  out  a ra ven.  It  went  back  and  forth un til  the wa ter  had  dried 
 up  from  the  earth.   Then  he  sent  out  a  dove  to  see wheth er  the wa ter 
 on  the  earth’s sur face  had  gone  down,   but  the  dove  found  no rest ing 
 place  for  its  foot.  It re turned  to  him  in  the  ark be cause wa ter cov ered 
 the sur face  of  the  whole  earth. 

   So  Noah wait ed sev en  more  days  and  sent  out  the  dove  from  the  ark 
 again.   When  the  dove  came  to  him  at eve ning,  there  was  a  plucked ol-
ive  leaf  in  its  beak.  So  Noah  knew  that  the wa ter  on  the  earth’s sur face 
 had  gone  down.

  So  Noah,  along  with  his  sons,  his  wife,  and  his  sons’  wives,  came  out.

  Then  Noah  built  an al tar  to  the  L ORD.  He  took  some  of ev ery  kind  of 
 clean an i mal  and ev ery  kind  of  clean  bird  and off ered  burnt off er ings 
 on  the al tar.   When  the  L ORD  smelled  the pleas ing aro ma,  he  said  to him-
self, “ I  will nev er  again  curse  the  ground be cause  of hu man be ings,  even 
 though  the in cli na tion  of  the hu man  heart  is  evil  from  youth onward. 
 And  I  will nev er  again  strike  down ev ery liv ing  thing  as  I  have  done.
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