JANUARY 13

GOD JUDGES THE FIRST SIN

So the LorD God called out to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”
And he said, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I
was naked, so I hid.”
Then he asked, “Who told you that you were naked? Did you eat from
the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”
The manreplied, “The woman you gave to be with me — she gave me
some fruit from the tree, and I ate.”
So the LorD God asked the woman, “What is this you have done?”
And the woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
So the LorD God said to the serpent:
Because you have done this,
you are cursed more than any livestock
and more than any wild animal.
You will move on your belly
and eat dust all the days of your life.
I will put hostility between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring.
He will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.

He said to the woman:
I will intensify your labor pains;
you will bear children with painful effort.
Your desire will be for your husband,
yet he will rule over you.

REFERENCES: GENESIS 3:9-16
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JANUARY 14

GOD EXILES ADAM AND EVE FROM THE GARDEN

And he said to the man, “Because you listened to your wife and ate
from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘Do not eat from it":
The ground is cursed because of you.
You will eat from it by means of painful labor
all the days of your life.
It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
and you will eat the plants of the field.
You will eat bread by the sweat of your brow
until you return to the ground,
since you were taken from it.
For you are dust,
and you will return to dust.”

The man named his wife Eve because she was the mother of all the
living. The LorD God made clothing from skins for the man and his
wife, and he clothed them.

The LorD God said, “Since the man has become like one of us, know-
ing good and evil, he must not reach out, take from the tree of life, eat,
and live forever.” So the LorD God sent him away from the garden of
Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. He drove the man
out and stationed the cherubim and the flaming, whirling sword east
of the garden of Eden to guard the way to the tree of life.

Forjustasin Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.

REFERENCES: GENESIS 3:17-24; 1 CORINTHIANS 15:22
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JANUARY 15

DEATH IN ADAM, LIFE IN CHRIST

Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death
through sin, in this way death spread to all people, because all sinned.
In fact, sin was in the world before the law, but sin is not charged to
a person's account when there is no law. Nevertheless, death reigned
from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin in the likeness
of Adam's transgression. He is a type of the Coming One.

But the giftis not like the trespass. Forif by the one man’s trespass the
many died, how much more have the grace of God and the gift which
comes through the grace of the one man Jesus Christ overflowed to the
many. And the gift is not like the one man'’s sin, because from one sin
came the judgment, resulting in condemnation, but from many tres-
passes came the gift, resulting in justification. Since by the one man'’s
trespass, death reigned through that one man, how much more will
those who receive the overflow of grace and the gift of righteousness
reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

REFERENCES: ROMANS 5:12-17; 6:23
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JANUARY 16

CAIN AND ABEL: THE FIRST MURDER

The man was intimate with his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave
birth to Cain. She said, “I have had a male child with the LorD's help.”
She also gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel became a shepherd
of flocks, but Cain worked the ground. In the course of time Cain pre-
sented some of theland's produce as an offering to the LOrD. And Abel
also presented an offering — some of the firstborn of his flock and
their fat portions. The LorRD had regard for Abel and his offering, but
he did not have regard for Cain and his offering. Cain was furious, and
he looked despondent.

Then the LorD said to Cain, “Why are you furious? And why do you
look despondent? If you do what is right, won't you be accepted? But
if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is
for you, but you must rule over it.”

Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let's go out to the field.” And while
they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

Then the LoRD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”

“I don't know," he replied. “Am I my brother’s guardian?”

Then he said, “What have you done? Your brother’s blood cries out to
me from the ground! So now you are cursed, alienated from the ground
that opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood you have shed. If
you work the ground, it will never again give you its yield. You will be
arestless wanderer on the earth.”

REFERENCES: GENESIS 4:1-12
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JANUARY 17

NOAH: THE RIGHTEOUS MAN

These are the family records of Noah. Noah was a righteous man,
blameless among his contemporaries; Noah walked with God. And
Noah fathered three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled
with wickedness. God saw how corrupt the earth was, for every crea-
ture had corrupted its way on the earth. Then God said to Noah, “I have
decided to put an end to every creature, for the earth s filled with wick-
edness because of them; therefore I am going to destroy them along
with the earth.

“Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark, and
cover it with pitch inside and outside.”

“Understand that I am bringing a flood — floodwaters on the earth
to destroy every creature under heaven with the breath of life in it. Ev-
erything on earth will perish. ButIwill establish my covenant with you,
and you will enter the ark with your sons, your wife, and your sons’
wives. You are also to bring into the ark two of all the living creatures,
male and female, to keep them alive with you.”

“Take with you every kind of food that is eaten; gather it as food for
you and for them.” And Noah did this. He did everything that God had
commanded him.

REFERENCES: GENESIS 6:9-14,17-19,21-22
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JANUARY 18

THE GREAT FLOOD

Noah was six hundred years old when the flood came and water cov-
ered the earth. So Noah, his sons, his wife, and his sons’' wives entered
the ark because of the floodwaters. From the clean animals, unclean an-
imals, birds, and every creature that crawls on the ground, two of each,
male and female, came to Noah and entered the ark, just as God had
commanded him. Seven days later the floodwaters came on the earth.

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the
seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the sources of the vast
watery depths burst open, the floodgates of the sky were opened, . ..

The flood continued for forty days on the earth; the water increased
and lifted up the ark so that it rose above the earth. The water surged
and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface
of the water. Then the water surged even higher on the earth, and all
the high mountains under the whole sky were covered.

He wiped out every living thing that was on the face of the earth, from
mankind to livestock, to creatures that crawl, to the birds of the sky,
and they were wiped off the earth. Only Noah was left, and those that
were with him in the ark.

By faith Noah, after he was warned about what was not yet seen and
motivated by godly fear, built an ark to deliver his family. By faith he
condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that
comes by faith.

REFERENCES: GENESIS 7:6-11,17-19,23; HEBREWS 11.7
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JANUARY 19

AFTER THE FLOOD

God remembered Noah, as well as all the wildlife and all the livestock
that were with him in the ark. God caused a wind to pass over the earth,
and the water began to subside.

After forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made,
and he sent out a raven. It went back and forth until the water had dried
up from the earth. Then he sent out a dove to see whether the water
on the earth's surface had gone down, but the dove found no resting
place for its foot. It returned to him in the ark because water covered
the surface of the whole earth.

So Noah waited seven more days and sent out the dove from the ark
again. When the dove came to him at evening, there was a plucked ol-
ive leaf in its beak. So Noah knew that the water on the earth’s surface
had gone down.

So Noah, along with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives, came out.

Then Noah built an altar to the LorRD. He took some of every kind of
clean animal and every kind of clean bird and offered burnt offerings
on the altar. When the LorD smelled the pleasing aroma, he said to him-
self, “I'willnever again curse the ground because of human beings, even
though the inclination of the human heart is evil from youth onward.
And I'will never again strike down every living thing as I have done.

REFERENCES: GENESIS 8:1,6-94a,10-11,18,20-21
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