INTRODUCTION

MATTHEW
T

his Gospel was written from a strongly Jewish
perspective to show that Jesus truly is the
Messiah promised in the Old Testament.

Circumstances of Writing
Author: The author did not identify himself in the
text. However, the title that ascribes this Gospel
to Matthew appears in the earliest manuscripts
and is possibly original. Titles became necessary
to distinguish one Gospel from another when the
four Gospels began to circulate as a single collection. Many early church fathers (Papias, Irenaeus,
Pantaenus, and Origen) acknowledged Matthew
as the author. Papias also contended that Matthew first wrote in Hebrew, implying that this Gospel was later translated into Greek.
Many modern scholars dispute these traditional claims. For instance, against Papias they
argue that this Gospel was not originally written
in Hebrew since the Greek of Matthew does not
appear to be a translation. They further argue that
if the early church, following Papias’s opinion, was
wrong about the original language, they were likely incorrect about the author as well. However, the
excellent Greek of Matthew could have been produced by a skilled translator of an original Hebrew
text. Furthermore, there are many hints of Hebraic
influence in this Gospel (see notes at 1:17, 1:21,
and 2:22-23). Finally, since Hebrew quickly ceased
to be the dominant language of early Christians
as the church expanded into Gentile territories,
requiring the Gospel to circulate in a Greek translation, the absence of ancient Hebrew texts of Matthew is not surprising.
Even if Papias was wrong about the original
language of the Gospel of Matthew, this does not
imply that he and other early church leaders were
wrong to identify Matthew as the author of this
Gospel. In fact the early church unanimously affirmed that the Gospel of Matthew was authored
by the apostle Matthew. It would require impressive evidence to overturn this early consensus.
Clues from the Gospel itself support its ascription to Matthew. First, both Mark 2:14 and Luke
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5:27 identify the tax collector whom Jesus called
to be his disciple as “Levi.” This Gospel, however,
identifies Levi as “Matthew.” Matthew, a Hebrew
name meaning “gift of God,” appears to be the apostolic name that Jesus gave to Levi after he chose
to follow Christ, much like Simon was named “Peter” by Jesus after his confession of faith (16:18).
The use of “Matthew” in this Gospel may be Matthew’s personal touch, a self-reference that gives
us a clue about authorship.
Background: Determining the date of composition
of Matthew’s Gospel depends largely on the relationship of the Gospels to one another. Most scholars believe that Matthew utilized Mark’s Gospel in
writing his own Gospel. If this is correct, Matthew’s
Gospel must postdate Mark’s. However, the date of
Mark’s Gospel is also shrouded in mystery. Irenaeus (ca AD 180) seems to claim that Mark wrote his
Gospel after Peter’s death in the mid-60s. However, Clement of Alexandria, who wrote only twenty
years after Irenaeus, claimed that Mark wrote his
Gospel while Peter was still alive. Given the ambiguity of the historical evidence, a decision must be
based on other factors.
The date of composition for Mark is best inferred
from the date of Luke and Acts. The abrupt ending of Acts, which left Paul under house arrest in
Rome, implies that Acts was written before Paul’s
release. Since one of the major themes of Acts is
the legality of Christianity in the Roman Empire,
one would have expected Luke to mention Paul’s
release by the emperor if it had already occurred.
This evidence dates Acts to the early 60s. Luke and
Acts were two volumes of a single work, as the
prologues to these books demonstrate. Luke was
written before Acts. Given the amount of research
that Luke invested in the book and the travel that
eyewitness interviews probably required, a date
in the late 50s is reasonable. If Luke used Mark in
writing his own Gospel, as seems likely, by implication, Mark was written some time before the late
50s, perhaps the early to mid-50s. Thus, despite
Matthew’s dependence on Mark, Matthew may
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have been written any time beginning in the mid50s once Mark was completed. The earliest historical evidence is consistent with this opinion, since
Irenaeus (ca AD 180) claimed that Matthew wrote
his Gospel while Peter and Paul were preaching in
Rome (early 60s).

Contribution to the Bible
As the first book in the New Testament, the Gospel
of Matthew serves as a gateway between the two
Testaments. Of the New Testament books, and certainly of the four Gospels, Matthew has the strongest connections to the Old Testament. Matthew
gave us God’s entire plan from Genesis to Revelation. Matthew looked back and referred to Hebrew
prophecies about sixty times (“was fulfilled” and
“so that what was spoken . . . might be fulfilled”).
He also looked forward by dealing not only with
the Messiah’s coming and his ministry, but also his
future plan for his church and kingdom.

Structure
Matthew divided his Gospel into three major sections. He introduced new major sections with
the words “from then on Jesus began to” (4:17;
16:21). These transitional statements divide the
Gospel into the introduction (1:1–4:16), body
(4:17–16:20), and conclusion (16:21–28:20). Matthew also divided his Gospel into five major blocks
of teaching, each of which concludes with a summary statement (8:1; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1). Some
scholars believe these five major discourses were
meant to correspond to the five books of Moses
and to confirm Jesus’s identity as the new Moses.

Outline
I. B
 irth and Infancy of Jesus (1:1–2:23)
A. Genealogy (1:1-17)
B. Birth narratives (1:18–2:18)
C. Settlement in Nazareth (2:19-23)
II. Beginning of Jesus’s Ministry in Galilee
(3:1–4:25)
A. Ministry of John the Baptist (3:1-12)
B. Baptism of Jesus (3:13-17)
C. Temptation of Jesus (4:1-11)
D. Summary of Galilean ministry (4:12-25)
III. Discourse One: The Sermon on the Mount
(5:1–7:29)
A. The Beatitudes (5:1-16)
B. Character of kingdom righteousness
(5:17-48)
C. Practice of kingdom righteousness
(6:1–7:12)
D. Choice of the kingdom (7:13-27)
E. Manner of Jesus’s teaching (7:28-29)
IV. Jesus’s First Miracles (8:1–9:38)
A. A series of miracles (8:1–9:8)
B. The kingdom and the old order (9:9-17)
C. More miracles (9:18-38)
V. Discourse Two: Ministry of Jesus’s Disciples
(10:1-42)
A. The preachers and their mission
(10:1-15)
B. The response to be expected (10:16-42)
VI. Responses to Jesus’s Ministry (11:1–12:50)
A. The kingdom and John the Baptist
(11:1-15)
B. Challenge to the present generation
(11:16-30)

MATTHEW TIMELINE
2200–1800 BC

1526–1000 BC

FROM ABRAHAM TO DAVID
Abraham 2166–1991
Isaac 2066–1886
Jacob 2006–1859
Joseph 1915–1805
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1000–586 BC
FROM DAVID TO THE BABYLONIAN EXILE

Moses 1526–1406
Exodus 1446
Joshua 1490?–1380?
Destruction of Jericho 1406
Judges 1380?–1060?
Ruth 1175?–1125?
Samuel 1105?–1025?
Saul 1080?–1010

David 1050?–970
Solomon 990?–931
Rehoboam 971?–913
Jeroboam 971–909
Fall of the northern kingdom 722
Fall of the southern kingdom 586
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VII.

VIII.

IX.

X.

C. Opposition to the kingdom (12:1-45)
D. Fellowship in the kingdom (12:46-50)
Discourse Three: Parables about the Kingdom (13:1-58)
A. Parable of the Sower (13:1-9)
B. The parable method explained (13:10-23)
C. Other parables (13:24-52)
D. Response to Jesus’s parables (13:53-58)
Close of Jesus’s Ministry in Galilee
(14:1–17:27)
A. Crisis of opposition (14:1–15:20)
B. Withdrawal to the north (15:21-39)
C. Further conflict (16:1-12)
D. Crisis of faith (16:13-20)
E. Preparation of Jesus’s disciples for his
death (16:21–17:27)
Discourse Four: Character of Jesus’s Disciples (18:1-35)
A. Humility (18:1-20)
B. Forgiveness (18:21-35)
Jesus’s Ministry on the Way to Jerusalem
(19:1–20:34)
A. Teachings on the way to Jerusalem
(19:1–20:28)

MESSIAH

Babylonian Exile 586–538
Temple completed 515
Greeks thwart Persian expansion into Europe with
victories at Plataea and Mycale. 479
Jerusalem’s walls completed 445
Alexander the Great invades Persia. 334
Greek control of Palestine 323–167
Years of Jewish independence 167–63
Roman dominance begins. 63
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B. Healing at Jericho (20:29-34)
XI. J esus’s Ministry in Jerusalem (21:1–23:39)
A. Events in Jerusalem (21:1-22)
B. Controversies with the Jews (21:23–
22:46)
C. Denunciation of the scribes and Pharisees (23:1-39)
XII. Discourse Five: Olivet Discourse (24:1–25:46)
A. Prophecy of the coming of the kingdom
(24:1-36)
B. Exhortations to readiness (24:37–25:30)
C. Judgment of the nations (25:31-46)
XIII. Betrayal, Crucifixion, and Burial
(26:1–27:66)
A. The plot to betray Jesus (26:1-16)
B. The Last Supper (26:17-30)
C. Events in Gethsemane (26:31-56)
D. The trials (26:57–27:26)
E. Crucifixion and burial (27:27-66)
XIV. Resurrection and Commission (28:1-20)
A. Women and the angel at the tomb
(28:1-10)
B. False witness of the guards (28:11-15)
C. Jesus’s Great Commission (28:16-20)

5 BC–AD 33

586–63 BC
FROM THE EXILE TO THE MESSIAH

INTRODUCTION TO Matthew

Jesus’s birth Winter 5 BC
Herod the Great’s death 4 BC
John the Baptist’s ministry begins AD 29
Jesus’s ministry begins AD 29
Jesus’s final week March 28–April 3, AD 33
Jesus’s resurrection April 5, AD 33
Jesus’s ascension May 14, AD 33
Feast of Pentecost May 24, AD 33
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a 1:1-6 Ru 4:18-22;
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THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS CHRIST

2Sm 7:12-16; 1Ch
2:1-15; Lk 3:32-34
b 1:1 Mk 12:26; Lk 3:4;
Ac 1:20; Php 4:3;
Rv 3:5
c Ps 89:3; Is 9:6; Lk
1:32,69
d Gn 22:18; Mt 9:7; Rm
1:3; Gl 3:16
e 1:2 Gn 29:35; Ps
14:7; 105:9; Mt 8:11;
22:32; Jms 2:21
f 1:3 Gn 38:29-30;
46:12; Lk 3:33
g 1:5 Ru 1:4; 2:1; Lk
3:32
h 1:6 1Sm 16:1; 17:12;
2Sm 11:27; 12:24
i 1:7-8 1Kg 11:43;
14:31; 15:8,24; 22:50;
2Kg 14:21
j 1:9-10 2Kg 15:5,38;
16:20; 20:21;
21:18,24
k 1:11 2Kg 24:6,14; Is
5:13; Jr 27:20; Ezk
1:1; Mt 1:17
l 1:12-13 Gn 10:10; 1Ch
3:17; Lk 3:27,30
m 1:16 Mt 27:17,22; Lk
2:11; Jn 1:45; 4:25
n 1:17 2Kg 24:14; Jr
27:20; Dn 9:2526; Mk 8:29; Ac
2:31,36,38

1

 n a account b of the genealogy of
A
Jesus Christ, the Son of David, c the
Son of Abraham: d

FROM ABRAHAM TO DAVID

2 Abraham fathered a Isaac,
		 Isaac fathered Jacob,
		 Jacob fathered Judah
and his brothers, e
3 Judah fathered Perez and Zerah
by Tamar,
		 Perez fathered Hezron,
		 Hezron fathered Aram, f
4 Aram fathered Amminadab,
		 Amminadab fathered Nahshon,
		 Nahshon fathered Salmon,
5 Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab,
		 Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth,
		 Obed fathered Jesse, g
6 and Jesse fathered King David.
FROM DAVID TO THE BABYLONIAN EXILE

		 David fathered Solomon b
by Uriah’s wife, h
Solomon
fathered Rehoboam,
7
		 Rehoboam fathered Abijah,
		 Abijah fathered Asa, c
8 Asa c fathered Jehoshaphat,
		 Jehoshaphat fathered Joram, d
		 Joram fathered Uzziah, i
9 Uzziah fathered Jotham,
		 Jotham fathered Ahaz,
		 Ahaz fathered Hezekiah,
10 Hezekiah fathered Manasseh,

a 1:2 In vv. 2-16 either a son, as here, or a later descendant, as in v. 8
d 1:8 = Jehoram

e 1:10 Other mss read Amos

1:1 JESUS CHRIST, Son Of David—The
first messianic title applied to Jesus
in the NT is Son of David. See note on
Gl 1:1. This title for Jesus provides a
major link between the OT and the NT.
Both Matthew’s and Luke’s genealogies
take pains to establish that Jesus is descended from David (Mt 1:69; Lk 3:31).
This enabled early believers to claim
the OT promise that there would always be an heir to David’s throne (2Sm
7; Ps 132:11-12). See Rm 1:3. The crowds
and individuals in need often used this
title for Jesus (Mt 9:27; 15:22; 20:31;
Lk 18:38). Jesus did not use the title
for himself, possibly because it was so
open to political interpretation. Jesus
had to show he fulfilled OT expectations. He did so by fulfilling the role of
the Suffering Servant and letting all
other titles be understood in that light.
Thus he fulfilled the role of the true
kings of Israel, that of servant (2Sm
7:19) and shepherd (2Sm 7:7). See note
on 1Ch 17:23-27.
1:1-17 HISTORY, Salvation—The genealogy
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f 1:18 Or betrothed

		 Manasseh fathered Amon, e
		 Amon fathered Josiah, j
11 and Josiah fathered Jeconiah
and his brothers
		 at the time of the exile to Babylon. k
FROM THE EXILE TO THE CHRIST

After the exile to Babylon
Jeconiah fathered Shealtiel,
Shealtiel fathered Zerubbabel,
Zerubbabel fathered Abiud,
Abiud fathered Eliakim,
Eliakim fathered Azor, l
Azor fathered Zadok,
Zadok fathered Achim,
Achim fathered Eliud,
Eliud fathered Eleazar,
Eleazar fathered Matthan,
Matthan fathered Jacob,
and Jacob fathered Joseph
the husband of Mary,
		 who gave birth to Jesus
who is called the Christ. m
12
		
		
13
		
		
14
		
		
15
		
		
16

17 So all the generations from Abra
ham to David were fourteen genera
tions; and from David until the exile
to Babylon, fourteen generations; and
from the exile to Babylon until the
Christ, fourteen generations. n
THE NATIVITY OF THE CHRIST

18 The birth of Jesus Christ came
about this way: After his mother Mary
had been engaged f to Joseph, it was
b 1:6 Other mss add King

and virgin birth of Jesus show God’s way
of salvation. Many people in Jesus’s day
looked for a heavenly figure to appear
and provide earthly salvation. As he always had, God provided salvation within
Israel’s history. The Son of God became
a Son of Abraham to offer salvation to
all peoples in a way all peoples could
see and with which all peoples could
identify.
1:18-25 JESUS CHRIST, Savior—Jesus’s
saving mission was revealed before his
birth. His name, like Joshua, its Hebrew
equivalent, means “The Lord saves.” The
name could be understood as predicting
political deliverance, but the Gospels
show it had a more far-reaching meaning. Jesus offers salvation from sin to
Israel and all humanity. Jesus was Immanuel, which in Hebrew means “God
with us.”
1:18 JESUS CHRIST, Virgin Birth—Jesus
was the personal name of our Savior.
Christ was a title meaning “the anointed one,” a translation into Greek of the
Hebrew word Messiah. Christ came to be

c 1:7,8 Other mss read Asaph

used as part of Jesus’s name. See note
on Gl 1:1. The story of Jesus’s birth emphasizes his unique nature as human
child and Son of God. The genealogy
or list of human ancestors shows the
human side of Jesus and connects him
through Joseph to David and Abraham,
with whom God had special covenants
to achieve his redemptive purpose (Gn
12:3; 2Sm 7:12). The virgin birth emphasizes Jesus’s divine nature since Mary
was with child “from the Holy Spirit.”
Jesus’s complete identity with humanity is revealed by an unusual feature of
the genealogies—inclusion of four women with less than perfect reputations:
Tamar (v. 3), Rahab (v. 5), Ruth (v. 5),
and Bathsheba (v. 6).
1:18-20 HOLY SPIRIT, Jesus—Jesus’s miraculous conception by the Spirit illustrated that he was the unique bearer
of the Spirit. This means that the Spirit was involved in the life of Jesus from
the very beginning. He was uniquely
human and divine. Conception by the
Spirit shows this uniqueness.
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WEEK 31

153//MATTHEW 1–2
MEMORY VERSES: JOHN 1:1-2,14
Each of the Gospels gives a detailed account of Jesus’s time on earth; however, each writer had
a unique purpose for writing that shaped which encounters and teachings they included. It also
determined how they began and ended their Gospel. The Gospel of Matthew is written to a Jewish audience who had an understanding of Old Testament Scriptures. This explains why Matthew
began with Jesus’s genealogy, which affirms that Jesus descended from Abraham, Judah, and
David, fulfilling various Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah. Following the genealogy,
Matthew focuses on events surrounding Jesus’s birth. The angel’s appearance to Joseph in a
dream with the message of the miraculous conception underscores Jesus’s divine nature. The
wise men’s search, discovery, and worship of Jesus further confirm his identity. Even the family’s
escape to Egypt, return to Israel, and their settling in Nazareth are a prophetic fulfillment. From
reading about Jesus’s birth and childhood in Matthew, we are reminded God keeps his promises.
We also learn that Jesus was God’s unique Son and that he alone is positioned to change the world.
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MATTHEW 1-2
a 1:18 Mt 12:46; Lk

1:27,35
b 1:19 Mt 13:17; Mk
10:12; Lk 2:36; 1Co
14:35; 2Co 11:2;
Gl 4:27
c Dt 22:20-24; 24:14; Mt 2:7; Lk 16:18;
Jn 8:4-5
d 1:20 2Ch 1:1; Mt
13:49; 27:19; Jn
6:20; Rm 1:3
e 1:21 Lk 1:31; 2:21; Jn
10:25; 1Jn 2:12
f Lk 2:11; Jn 1:29; Ac
4:12; 5:31; 13:23,3839
g 1:22-23 Is 7:14; Mt
21:1-4; Lk 24:44;
Rm 1:2-4
h 1:24 Mt 1:6; 13:49; Lk
1:1; 19:32; Jd 5
i 1:25 Gn 4:1,17; Ex
13:2; Jdg 11:39; 1Sm
1:19; Lk 2:7,21
j 2:1 Gn 25:6; 1Kg
4:30; Lk 1:5; 2:4-7
k 2:2 Jr 23:5; 30:9;
Zch 9:9; Mt 27:11; Lk
19:38; Jn 1:49
l Nm 24:17; Rv 22:16
m 2:4 Mt 16:21; 20:18;
21:15; 27:41; Lk 9:22
n 2:6 2Sm 5:2; Mc 5:2;
Jn 7:42; 21:16

a 1:23 Is 7:14

1410
discovered before they came togeth
er that she was pregnant from the Holy
Spirit. a 19 So her husband Joseph, being
a righteous man, b and not wanting to
disgrace her publicly, decided to divorce
her secretly. c
20 But after he had considered these
things, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son
of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as
your wife, because what has been con
ceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. d
21 She will give birth to a son, and you
are to name him Jesus, e because he will
save his people from their sins.” f
22 Now all this took place to fulfill
what was spoken by the Lord through
the prophet:
23 See, the virgin will
become pregnant
		and give birth to a son,
		and they will
name him Immanuel, a
which is translated “God is with us.” g
24 When Joseph woke up, he did as the
Lord’s angel had commanded him. He
married her h 25 but did not have sexu
al relations with her until she gave birth
to a son. b And he named him Jesus. i

b 1:25 Other mss read to her firstborn son

1:18-25 MIRACLE, Instruments—That God
used women and men to accomplish
his purpose of redemption is nowhere
clearer than in the story of the virgin
birth. Three times in this section (vv.
18,20,25) Mary is described as having
had no “union” with Joseph. She was
“pregnant from the Holy Spirit.” Additional details may be read in Lk 1:26–
2:20. We cannot explain the virgin birth.
It is another instance of miracle being exception to the natural order of things. In
faith we accept the simple truth of the
Holy Spirit’s action and praise God for
keeping his promises and sending our
Savior. Against the backdrop of Jesus’s
ministry and the miracle of the resurrection, it is not so difficult to believe
in the virgin birth. The virgin birth does
not mean Mary remained a virgin after
Jesus’s birth. Verse 25 speaks against
this. Other children were born later to Joseph and Mary (13:55-56). The virgin birth
was God’s way to become incarnate: the
invisible, spiritual God became human.
1:18-19 FAMILY, Divorce—Betrothal vows
were as binding as marriage even though
the couple did not live together until the
wedding. See Dt 22:24, where the betrothed virgin is called a “wife.” Thus, in
accordance with Jewish legislation that
provided for divorce rather than stoning of the woman, Joseph planned to
divorce Mary because of her apparent
sexual unfaithfulness. His concern for
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WISE MEN VISIT THE KING

2

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem
of Judea in the days of King Herod,
wise men from the east arrived in Jeru
salem, j 2 saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? k For we
saw his star at its rising l and have come
to worship him.” c
3 When King Herod heard this, he
was deeply disturbed, and all Jerusa
lem with him. 4 So he assembled all the
chief priests and scribes m of the people
and asked them where the Christ would
be born.
5 “In Bethlehem of Judea,” they told
him, “because this is what was written
by the prophet:
6 And you, Bethlehem, in the land
of Judah,
		 are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah:
		Because out of you will come
a ruler
		who will shepherd my people
Israel.” d,n
7 Then Herod secretly summoned
the wise men and asked them the exact
time the star appeared. 8 He sent them

c 2:2 Or to pay him homage

her is apparent even though he thought
her guilty of sexual sinfulness. He gladly changed his mind when God revealed
the miraculous truth about Mary to him.
Suspicions too often lead to family problems. Prayer and frank discussion will
often reveal the truth that restores trust.
1:20-21 REVELATION, Angels—Messengers from God appeared to Joseph in
a dream. The troubled Joseph was relieved to receive the revelation that
Mary’s child had been conceived by
the Holy Spirit.
1:23 REVELATION, Jesus Christ—The revelation of God took place in human flesh.
The divine presence was experienced
in its most unique manifestation, in the
conception of a child to Mary.
2:1-12 JESUS CHRIST, King—Foreign students of the nighttime skies acknowledged Jesus’s birth as a momentous
event in world history. These astrologers
recognized the royal claims of Jesus and
his right to be worshiped. Their coming
revealed the corrupt nature of Herod and
his government. It also showed Jesus
as the fulfillment of Micah’s prophecy
(Mc 5:2). It also confirmed God’s power
over human rulers and his ability and
commitment to protect Jesus. Herod the
Great ruled from 37 to 4 BC, so Jesus was
born 5 or 6 BC.
2:2,9 MIRACLE, Nature—God uses the
natural order he created in exceptional
ways to achieve his redemptive purposes.

d 2:6 Mc 5:2

Eastern scholars had studied the stars
long and carefully, charting their courses and historical events to see how they
affected human life. These students of
the skies discovered and followed one
special star. They traveled with it to Jerusalem to understand its great significance and to find the new King whose
birth it announced. They also depended
on other humans for their information:
they asked where the child was to be born.
They sensed God’s guidance to Bethlehem
and followed the star there. Various explanations of the unique star have been offered: among the better known is that the
planets Saturn and Jupiter joined at about
this time. Matthew described one star—a
special star. God used his heavenly creation to introduce his eternal Son to earth.
Thus began God’s greatest miracle—providing our salvation through Jesus.
2:2 PRAYER, Universality of—These Magi
were Gentiles. Whatever their office, they
perceived that God was manifesting himself uniquely within the Jewish tradition.
Jesus’s coming made clear God’s open
door policy to all peoples.
2:5-6 REVELATION, Word—The birth of
Jesus fulfilled a long-time expectation
in Israel for a promised liberator to lead
God’s people in keeping with God’s tender care. God had breathed this promise into the prophecy of Micah (5:2) and
with it inspired hope in exiled Israel for
centuries.
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to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search
carefully for the child. When you find
him, report back to me so that I too can
go and worship him.” a,a
9 After hearing the king, they went on
their way. And there it was — the star
they had seen at its rising. It led them
until it came and stopped above the
place where the child was. 10 When they
saw the star, they were overwhelmed
with joy. 11 Entering the house, they saw
the child with Mary his mother, and
falling to their knees, they worshiped
him. b Then they opened their treasures
and presented him with gifts: gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. b 12 And be
ing warned c in a dream not to go back
to Herod, they returned to their own
country by another route.
THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT

13 After they were gone, an angel of the
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream,
saying, “Get up! Take the child and his
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there un
til I tell you. For Herod is about to search
for the child to kill him.” d 14 So he got up,
took the child and his mother during
the night, and escaped to Egypt. 15 He
stayed there until Herod’s death, so that
what was spoken by the Lord through
the prophet might be fulfilled: Out of
Egypt I called my Son. c,e
a 2:8 Or and pay him homage

and weeping,

e 2:18 Jr 31:15
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THE MASSACRE OF THE INNOCENTS

16 Then Herod, when he realized that he
had been outwitted by the wise men,
flew into a rage. He gave orders to mas
sacre all the boys in and around Bethle
hem who were two years old and under,
in keeping with the time he had learned
from the wise men. f 17 Then what was
spoken through Jeremiah the prophet
was fulfilled:
18 A voice was heard in Ramah,
		weeping, d and great mourning,
		Rachel weeping for her children;
		and she refused to be consoled,
		because they are no more. e,g
THE RETURN TO NAZARETH

19 After Herod died, an angel of the
Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, h 20 saying, “Get up, take the child
and his mother, and go to the land of Is
rael, because those who intended to
kill the child are dead.” 21 So he got up,
took the child and his mother, a nd en
tered the land of Israel. 22 But when he
heard that Archelaus was ruling over Ju
dea in place of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go there. And being warned in
a dream, he withdrew to the region of
Galilee. i 23 Then he went and settled in a
town called Nazareth to fulfill what was
spoken through the prophets, that he
would be called a Nazarene. j

b 2:11 Or they paid him homage

2:9,12 REVELATION, Author of Creation—A
star became a sign to follow for several
eastern star experts. God used their expertise and his creation to lead the foreigners to greet Jesus. He warned them
in a dream to take another road home,
avoiding the capital.
2:11 STEWARDSHIP, Giving in Worship—
The Magi’s gifts expressed their respect
for and joyous worship of the Christ child.
Biblical faith calls for worshipers to come
before the Lord with gifts that have real
value for the worshiper. See notes on
5:23-24; Mal 1:6-14.
2:11 PRAYER, Worship—See note on 2:2.
Worship produced voluntary gifts.
2:13-23 JESUS CHRIST, Birth—The shape
of current politics would be much different if Ishmael (father of Islam), Isaac
(father of Judaism), or Jesus (founder of
Christianity) had been killed in infancy. In
his providence God preserved all three. In
Jesus, hope for salvation is extended to
descendants of the other two. Jesus was
taken by Mary and Joseph to Egypt (Hs
11:1). Archaelaus, more wicked than his
father, Herod the Great, ruled Judea from
4 BC to AD 6. God saw to it that Jesus returned to Nazareth, a safer place. Verse

MATTHEW 2

c 2:15 Hs 11:1

a 2:7-8 Mk 5:6; Lk 1:7;

Ac 13:6; Rv 1:16

b 2:11 Ps 72:10; Is

60:6; Mt 1:18; 12:46;
Mk 5:6
c 2:12 Mt 27:19; Lk
2:26; Ac 10:22; Heb
8:5; 11:7
d 2:13 Mt 1:20; 13:49;
Mk 11:18; Jms 4:7
e 2:15 Ex 4:22; Nm
24:8; Hs 11:1
f 2:16 Is 59:7; Mk
10:34; Ac 13:6; 25:3;
Rv 12:4
g 2:18 Gn 35:19; Jdg
4:5; Jr 31:15; Ac 8:2;
2Co 7:7
h 2:19 Mt 1:20; 13:49;
Lk 1:11; Jd 5
i 2:22 Mt 17:22; Lk 1:5;
Ac 27:29; Col 3:21;
Heb 8:5
j 2:23 Mk 1:24; Lk 1:26;
Jn 1:45-46

d 2:18 Other mss read Ramah, lamentation,

23 is possibly a reference to Is 11:1 with
a play on the word Nezer, “branch,” and
therefore, “Nazareth,” the place where
Jesus grew up. From childhood he knew
what it was to be an alien, yet he never
knew alienation from God. The suffering of the innocents and the sorrow of
their mothers is foreshadowed in Jr 31:15.
Matthew’s account of Jesus’s birth and
infancy reminds us of (1) Jesus’s human
nature among us as seen in the genealogies, (2) Jesus’s distinct relation to God,
as seen in the virgin birth (virginal conception), and (3) God’s preservation of
his people and his purpose, even through
the birth of a child.
2:13 HUMANITY, Relationships—Refugees
afraid to return home represent one of
our world’s great tragedies. Broken human relationships and oppression force
families to become refugees. Failing to
acknowledge the interrelatedness of
God’s human creatures is the ultimate
cause. The oppressed on earth can take
some comfort knowing their Savior began life as a refugee.
2:1 REVELATION, Angels—God communicated again (1:20-21) to Joseph in his
troubled sleep through an angel, warning

him of the danger the promised child was
in. God used dreams of angels to guide
Joseph as he protected the baby from
jealous, fearful politicians (3:19).
2:16-18 EVIL AND SUFFERING, Human Origin—Traditionally known as the “Slaughter of the Innocents,” this story depicts
innocent suffering caused by human beings. Not all human suffering is deserved.
Human jealousy and ambition lead to
evil acts causing innocent people to suffer. God can use even horrible human
atrocities to fulfill his Word, bring about
his purposes, and lead to his salvation.
2:18 HOLY SCRIPTURE, Inspired—The
inspired words of a prophet (Jr 31:15)
centuries earlier brought to light the
deeper meaning of a horrible human
crime. God’s Word records the sad event
and its prediction years before. The prediction did not force Herod into the act or
relieve him of responsibility. The prophecy applied first to the heartache of the
exile, and then, in order to help God’s
people understand the importance of
Jesus in Herod’s eyes, it pointed forward
to this despicable act.
2:19-23 REVELATION, Dreams—See note
on 2:13.
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MATTHEW 3
a 3:1-12 Mk 1:3-8;

Lk 3:2-17; Jn 1:68,19-28
b 3:1 Jos 15:61; Jdg 1:16
c 3:2 Dn 2:44; Mt 4:17;
6:10; 10:7; Mk 1:15;
Lk 10:9; 11:20; 21:31
d 3:3 Is 40:3; Lk
1:17,76; Jn 1:23
e 3:5-6 Mt 23:37; Mk
1:5; Lk 3:3; Jn 15:22;
Ac 19:18
f 3:7 Mt 16:1; 22:23;
23:15; Ac 4:1; 5:17;
23:6
g Mt 12:34; 23:33; Rm
5:9; 1Th 1:10
h 3:8 Mt 3:10; 12:33;
13:8,26; 21:19,34,
41,43; Mk 11:14
i 3:9 Lk 3:8; Jn
8:33,39; Ac 13:26;
Rm 4:1
j 3:10 Mt 7:19; Lk
13:7,9; Jn 15:2,6
k 3:11 Mk 1:4,8; Jn
1:26; Ac 1:5
l Is 4:4; Jn 1:33; Ac
2:3-4; 11:16; Ti 3:5
a 3:3 Is 40:3

1412
THE HERALD OF THE CHRIST

3

I n those days John the Baptist came, a
preaching in the wilderness of Ju
dea b 2 and saying, “Repent, because the
kingdom of heaven has come near! ” c
3 For he is the one spoken of through
the prophet Isaiah, who said:
		A voice of one crying out
in the wilderness:
		Prepare the way for the Lord;
		make his paths straight! a,d
Now John h
 ad a camel-hair gar
4 
ment with a leather belt around his
waist, and his food was locusts and wild
honey. 5 Then people from Jerusalem,
all Judea, and all the vicinity of the Jor
dan were going out to him, 6 and they
were baptized by him in the Jordan Riv
er, confessing their sins. e

b 3:8 Lit fruit worthy of

c 3:11 Or in

3:1,8,11 SALVATION, Repentance—John
the Baptist’s message of repentance was
the same as that of God’s earlier prophets
(Jr 35:15). John announced the nearness
of God’s kingdom, called for ethical fruit
in keeping with repentance, and baptized
in water as a sign of repentance. See Mk
1:4; Lk 3:3,8.
3:2-5 REVELATION, Messengers—A prophet laid the foundation for the beginning
of Jesus’s work. An ancient prophet had
prepared the way for John (Is 40:3). God
did everything possible to make his people alert to his revelation.
3:2 DISCIPLESHIP, Kingdom of God—
John the Baptist announced that something new was about to begin: the reign
of God through the ministry of Christ.
Those who want to relate to God and
experience the immediacy of the reign
of God in and through Christ need a
radical change in their lives. John the
Baptist made that clear. His call for repentance still needs to be heard today.
No one is ready to come under the sovereign rule of God until there is a change
of attitude and action with regard to sin
and service. There must be a willingness
to give up everything to experience the
reality of the kingdom of God through
the immediacy of Christ’s ruling authority. See note on 4:17.
3:2 THE CHURCH, God’s Kingdom—Matthew preferred the phrase “kingdom of
heaven” because of his Jewish audience.
At the time of the exile (after 587 BC),
Jews refrained from speaking the name
of God, fearing blasphemy or taking the
name of the Lord in vain. John called for
repentance in preparation for the coming
of God’s kingdom. To “repent” means to
change the mind, to turn from sin and toward God. Jesus’s coming into the world
both inaugurated God’s kingdom and
brought it to fulfillment. In his life we see
what life in the kingdom is like and how
God’s anointed King rules. The kingdom
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7 When he saw many of the Pharisees
a nd Sadducees f coming to his baptism,
he said to them, “Brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? g 8 Therefore produce fruit h con
sistent with b repentance. 9 And don’t
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father.’ i For I tell you
that God is able to raise up children for
Abraham from these stones. 10 The ax is
already at the root of the trees. There
fore, every tree that doesn’t produce
good fruit will be cut down and thrown
into the fire. j
11 “I baptize you with c water for re
pentance, k but the one who is com
ing after me is more powerful than I. I
am not worthy to remove d his sandals.
He himself will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. l 12 His winnowing

d 3:11 Or to carry

of God is God’s rule in the human heart.
When we allow the Lord to be master of
our lives, we enter the kingdom of God
and look forward in faith to its final establishment.
3:4-17 ORDINANCES, Baptism by John—
The most direct background and source
of Christian baptism is clearly the baptism
of John the Baptist. He baptized faithful
Jews as a sign of repentance and preparation for the coming Messiah. All of the
elements in John’s baptism are taken
into the later interpretation of Christian
baptism: (1) call to repentance; (2) confession of sins; (3) bearing fruit as evidence of changed lives; (4) warning of
coming judgment; and (5) the coming
One (Messiah) baptizing with the Holy
Spirit. If John’s baptism was connected with repentance, why was the sinless
Jesus baptized? Jesus’s explanation, “to
fulfill all righteousness,” meant that he
approved of John’s ministry and message, identified himself with sinners as
their Sin-bearer, and was anointed by the
Holy Spirit for his messianic mission. Both
the voice from heaven and the coming of
the Holy Spirit upon Jesus influenced the
understanding of later Christian baptism,
as we can see throughout the book of
Acts. The coming of the Spirit was associated with baptism, as was the confession of Jesus as the Christ, the Son of
God. See Ac 1:4-5; 2:38,41; 8:12-13,36-39.
3:6 SALVATION, Confession—Confession of sins preceded John’s baptism.
See Mk 1:5.
3:7-10 GOD, Wrath—All who do works of
evil, who sin, should fear the wrath of
God that is coming to them. Indeed, it
is nearer than they realize. No self-justifying excuses about having the proper
form of religion—being descendants of
Abraham—will enable them to escape the
wrath of the sovereign God who holds us
all accountable to himself. Only responsibility born out of faith can enable us

to escape the wrath of God. God’s wrath
should not be understood as a fit of anger,
as though God has some pent-up emotion
that must be released. Neither is it merely
vindictiveness poured out on those who
deserve to be punished. God’s nature is
basically righteous love—he would rather love and save than destroy the sinner.
Love rejected becomes, in a sense, the
wrath of God. Each person, before our
sovereign and righteous Lord, has only
two alternatives: either accept the grace
of God in forgiveness or suffer the wrath
of God in destruction. We are responsible
for our sins and cannot blame God when
we suffer the wrath of God.
3:9-10 ELECTION, Israel—See note on
Lk 3:8-9.
3:11 JESUS CHRIST, Judgment—Jesus’s
coming represented judgment as well as
salvation. His followers receive the Holy
Spirit’s power. Those who refuse to follow him face judgment and destruction.
See Is 4:4; Jr 15:7.
3:11 HOLY SPIRIT, Promised—This is the
first mention in the Bible of baptism of
the Holy Spirit. Jesus would give the Spirit to people in a way John could not. This
prophecy was fulfilled at the coming of
the Spirit at Pentecost (Ac 2). Luke referred to this experience as a filling (Ac
2:4), a pouring out (Ac 2:33), and a receiving of the Spirit (Ac 2:8). The Spirit
would take people who repented and
give them power to obey, to follow God’s
leadership. See Ps 51:10-12; Is 32:14-18;
44:1-4; Ezk 36:24-30; Jl 2:28-32.
3:11-12 LAST THINGS, Judgment—The
baptism of fire could be related to the
Spirit’s coming at Pentecost. However,
many believe it refers to future judgment. If so, this statement about Christ’s
work is given without regard for the interval between his first and second comings. Then the baptism to be performed
by Christ is twofold: a Spirit-baptism and
a judgment-baptism. The first of these
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WEEK 32

156//MATTHEW 3–4
MEMORY VERSES: MATTHEW 5:16; 6:33
Before Jesus begins his public ministry, Matthew introduces John the Baptist, who prepared the
way for Jesus by proclaiming a message of repentance and calling people to baptism as a symbol
of their heart transformation. Jesus traveled to the river for John to baptize him. Here, Jesus
identified himself with John’s message and with the people he came to save. It is interesting to
note that all three Persons of the Trinity are present for this important moment, which affirms
that Jesus is the Son of God and that his mission is anointed by the Holy Spirit. After his baptism,
Jesus endured a time of temptation in the desert. This preparation for ministry reveals the reality
of the spiritual battle raging around us and provides a concrete example of how God equips us to
withstand temptations. When we face temptations, we too can trust in the character of God and
the promises of Scripture, no matter how appealing that temptation might be.

As you read the Bible this week . . .
HIGHLIGHT the verses that speak to you.
Write out the name of the book:
Which chapter and verse numbers stand out to you?

EXPL AIN what this passage means.
To whom was it originally written? Why?
How does it fit with the verses before and after it?
What is the Holy Spirit intending to communicate through this text?

APPLY what God is saying in these verses to your life.
What does this mean today?
What is God saying to you personally?
How can you apply this message to your life?

RESPOND to what you’ve read.
In what ways does this passage call you to action?
How will you be different because of what you’ve learned?
Write out a prayer to God in response to what you read today:
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MATTHEW 3-4
a 3:12 Is 30:24; Mt

13:30; Mk 9:43,48;
Lk 3:17
b 3:13-17 Mk 1:9-11; Lk
3:21-22; Jn 1:31-34
c 3:16 Mt 24:35; Lk
12:33; Ac 17:24; Eph
6:9; Rv 21:10
d Is 11:2; Jn 1:32; Ac
7:56; 2Pt 1:17
e 3:17 Ps 2:7; Is 42:1;
Lk 9:35; Jn 12:28
f 4:1-11 Mk 1:12-13; Lk
4:1-13
g 4:1 Jos 15:61; Jdg
1:16; Jn 1:6-7; Jms
1:14
h 4:2 Ex 34:28; 1Kg
19:8; Jn 9:4
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shovel is in his hand, and he will clear
16 When Jesus was baptized, he went
 p immediately from the water. The
his threshing floor and gather his wheat u
into the barn. But the chaff he will burn heavens c suddenly opened for him, a
with fire that never goes out.” a
a nd he saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove and coming down on him. d
THE BAPTISM OF JESUS
17 And a voice from heaven said: “This is
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John my beloved Son, with whom I am wellat the Jordan, to be baptized by him. b pleased.” e
14 But John tried to stop him, saying, “I
need to be baptized by you, and yet you THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS
come to me? ”
Then f Jesus w
 as led up b
 y t he Spir
 
J
esus
an
s
wered
h

im,
“Al
l
ow
i

t
f

or
it into the wilderness to be tempted
15
now, because this is the way for us to by the devil. g 2 After he had fasted for
fulfill all righteousness.” Then John al ty days and forty nights, h he was hun
lowed him to be baptized.
gry. 3 Then the tempter approached him

4

a 3:16 Other mss omit for him

relates to his first coming and his present work through the Spirit in believers. The second refers to future
judgment upon the wicked (Mal 4:1).
Jesus’s coming was good news. Part of
the good news is his assurance of the
final destruction of evil.
3:13-17 JESUS CHRIST, Servant—John was
reluctant to baptize Jesus because he did
not need baptism for repentance. Jesus,
who knew God’s purpose in his life, insisted. The heavenly voice confirmed Jesus’s
decision, his sonship, and the kind of
Messiah he was to be. The heavenly voice
brought together two OT messianic ideas:
the exalted beloved Son (Ps 2:7) and the
Suffering Servant (Is 42:1). From the beginning of his ministry, Jesus knew he
was to be God’s suffering Messiah.
3:15 CHRISTIAN ETHICS, Righteousness—
By undergoing the act of baptism, Jesus
demonstrated his commitment toward
the work of God’s kingdom. Such public
professions solidify our resolve toward
Christian action and represent one of the
righteous acts God’s people do. Jesus
was the righteous Messiah (Jr 33:15-16).
3:16-17 GOD, Trinity—This may well be
the first passage in the Bible that points
us definitely to a Trinitarian understanding of God. No doctrinal teaching is more
difficult for the human mind to understand than the doctrine of the Trinity, that
is, that one God is known to us in three
Persons. It is easy to become Unitarian
on the one hand, emphasizing the deity
and unity of God the Father while playing down the separate divine character
of the Holy Spirit and the Son. It is difficult for us not to so emphasize the separate deity of the three Persons—Father,
Son, Holy Spirit—that we separate them
into three distinct deities. This is called
tritheism, belief in three Gods. The Trinitarian understanding of God is more of
a conclusion that we draw after careful
biblical study than a direct statement
of Scripture itself. No passage of Scripture discusses or explains the oneness
and the threeness of God. Our doctrine
of the Trinity is our attempt to do justice
to the clear teaching of Scripture: on the
one hand, there is only one God; on the
other hand, Scripture recognizes three
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Persons as divine—God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. This is
sometimes called a polarity, two pivot
points of thought that must be held in
relationship to each other. Just as a battery must have both positive and negative
poles to function as a battery, so our idea
of God must include both the oneness
and the threeness to be a complete idea
of God. The present passage gives us only
a glimpse of the three Persons who make
up the Trinity: the voice of God the Father
from heaven, a visible manifestation of
the Holy Spirit coming down upon Jesus,
and Jesus Christ, the Son of God. This
glimpse of the three Persons who make
up the Trinity must be seen against the
clear background of the OT teaching of
only one God. Perhaps that is the unique
and most important teaching of the entire OT. The present passage shows the
apparent distinction of the three Persons of the Trinity. No attempt is made
to explain how they are both three and
yet one. Love is the key to their relationship, just as love is fundamental to our
very understanding of God. The voice of
God the Father from heaven speaks of the
love that he has for his Son who is now on
earth, while the Spirit of God comes down
as the expression or bond of that love.
3:16-17 HOLY SPIRIT, Jesus—God confirmed John’s testimony to Jesus through
the Spirit. See notes on Nm 11:25-29; 1Sm
10:6-13. This is the only reference comparing the Spirit to a dove. Through it,
God affirmed that Jesus was the promised Messiah. See notes on Is 11:1-2;
42:1-2; 61:1-3. The baptismal affirmation
shows the Spirit guided and empowered
Jesus’s work throughout his ministry.
3:16-17 REVELATION, Jesus Christ—The
dedication of Jesus Christ with the symbol of baptism confirmed John’s ministry as God’s spokesman and manifested
the uniqueness of Jesus’s revelation.
4:1-11 JESUS CHRIST, Temptation—The
temptations show the humanity of Jesus
and his faithfulness to the messianic mission God gave him. As Israel suffered forty
years of temptation and disobedience in
the wilderness, so Jesus resisted Satan
through forty days of temptation and
obedience in the wilderness. The primary

point of temptation was the meaning of
Jesus’s messiahship and lordship. Satan
sought to keep Jesus from being a suffering Messiah who would die in love and
obedience for God’s people. Satan suggested he be (1) a bread Messiah, gaining
followers by miraculously meeting physical needs, (2) a spectacular Messiah,
gaining followers through displaying miraculous powers, or (3) a compromising
Messiah, joining forces with the evil one
to accomplish heavenly purposes. Jesus
refused each time to follow Satan’s ways
to accomplish God’s will. Knowledge and
use of Scripture under the Holy Spirit’s
power helped Jesus defeat Satan. Thus
Jesus knew temptations as difficult to
resist as those any human ever faces. He
experienced the depth of human moral agony. His obedience and successful
resistance to temptation were the first
steps to the cross. He chose to do the
Father’s will the Father’s way.
4:1 HOLY SPIRIT, Jesus—The Spirit gives
power to resist temptation. Jesus in his
humanity relied on the Spirit’s direction
to face Satan’s temptations. The Spirit led
Jesus into the temptation situation because Jesus had to be tempted in every
way we are (Heb 4:15). Resisting temptation under the Spirit’s leadership showed
Jesus was the divine Son of God.
4:1-11 EVIL AND SUFFERING, Satan—In the
NT, Satan, or the devil, was understood to
be a tempter who actively opposed God
and his people. The NT presents a fuller description of Satan than did the OT.
This misunderstanding of Satan does not
mean God must divide his sovereign power and control of history with an equally
powerful demonic god. Satan holds considerable power in human history. He can
even be called the “ruler of this world”
(Jn 12:31). He cannot force or tempt God
to act against God’s will or unjustly. As
tempter, Satan provides humans an alternative to serving God. This is part of
human freedom. Jesus exercised his freedom to serve God and God’s purposes.
He showed that Satan can be defeated.
He also showed that accomplishing God’s
purposes through Satan’s methods is
wrong. Providing food for the hungry, displaying God’s power and will to care for
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and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell
these stones to become bread.” a
4 He answered, “It is written: Man
must not live on bread alone but
on every word that comes from the
mouth of God.” a,b
5 Then the devil took him to the holy
city, had him stand on the pinnacle of
the temple, c 6 and said to him, “If you are
the Son of God, throw yourself down.
For it is written:
		He will give his angels d orders
concerning you,
		and they will support you
with their hands
		so that you will not strike
		your foot against a stone.” b,e

MATTHEW 4

11 Then the devil left him, and angels
came and began to serve him. h

a 4:4 Dt 8:3

b 4:6 Ps 91:11-12

c 4:7 Dt 6:16

g 4:16 Lit dawned on them

MINISTRY IN GALILEE

his own, and establishing Christ’s kingdom are all part of God’s ultimate purpose. Each must be done under God’s
leadership, not Satan’s. See notes on Jb
1:6-12; Gl 1:4.
4:4-10 HOLY SCRIPTURE, Obedience—
Jesus met each of the temptations with
Scripture, indicating that revelation consists not simply of knowing information
about God’s truth. Revelation shows us
how to apply God’s truth to our lives and
thus how to do God’s will. Satan could
quote Scripture but did so to seek to lead
Jesus astray. Scripture is to lead us to
obey God and not to justify our desires
and actions.
4:8-9 CHRISTIAN ETHICS, Property
Rights—The father of lies will use the
same approach on us as he did with
Jesus. The creation is God’s, not the devil’s. Part of our worship of God should
include our gratitude for the creation
and God’s continual care of it. Gaining
the world and all its wealth is not a goal
for Christians.
4:8-9 STEWARDSHIP, Purpose of Possessions—Material possessions can be used
for good or evil. Satan tempted Jesus to
become the Messiah of a temporal or
material kingdom instead of a spiritual
one. The devil seeks to deceive Christ’s
followers. A Christian who follows Satan’s
methods sins against God. See notes on
Dt 8:7-9,10-14,18.
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d 4:9 Or and pay me homage

h 4:15-16 Is 9:1-2

Lk 1:35; 4:41; Jn
1:34,49; Ac 9:20

b 4:4 Dt 8:3

c 4:5 Neh 11:1,18; Dn

12 When he heard that John had been ar
rested, i he withdrew into Galilee. j 13 He
left Nazareth and went to live in Caperna
um k by the sea, in the region of Zebulun
and Naphtali. 14 This was to fulfill what
was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:
15 Land of Zebulun and land
of Naphtali,
		along the road by the sea,
beyond the Jordan,
		Galilee of the Gentiles.
16 The people who live in darkness
		have seen a great light,
		and for those living in the land
of the shadow of death,
7 Jesus told him, “It is also written: Do
		a light has dawned. g,h,l
not test the Lord your God.” c,f
8 Again, the devil took him to a very 17 From then on Jesus began to preach,
high mountain and showed him all the “Repent, because the kingdom of heav
kingdoms of the world and t heir splen en m has come near.”
dor. 9 And he said to him, “I will give you
all these things if you will fall down and THE FIRST DISCIPLES
worship me.” d
18 As n he was walking along the Sea of
10 Then Jesus told him, “Go away, e Sa Galilee, o he saw two brothers, Simon
tan! For it is written: Worship the Lord (who is called Peter), and his brother An
your God, and serve only him.” f,g
drew. They were casting a net into the
f 4:10 Dt 6:13

a 4:3 Mk 3:11; 5:7;

9:24; Mt 27:53

d 4:6 Gn 16:7; Mt

13:49; Lk 1:11; Ac
5:19; Rv 14:6
e Ps 91:11-12; 1Pt 2:8
f 4:7 Dt 6:16; 1Sm 7:3;
1Ch 21:1
g 4:10 Dt 6:13; 1Ch
21:1
h 4:11 Mt 26:53; Lk
22:43; Heb 1:14
i 4:12 Mt 14:3; Mk 1:14;
Lk 3:20; Jn 3:24
j Lk 4:14; Jn 1:43; 2:11
k 4:13 Mk 1:21; 2:1; Lk
4:23; Jn 2:12; 4:46
l 4:15-16 Is 9:1-2; 42:7;
Lk 2:32
m 4:17 Mt 3:2;
5:3,10,19-20; 7:21;
8:11; Mk 1:14
n 4:18-22 Mk 1:16-20;
Lk 5:2-11; Jn 1:40-42
o 4:18 Mt 15:29; Mk
7:31; Lk 5:1; Jn 6:1

e 4:10 Other mss read “Get behind me

4:10 WORSHIP, Service—Committed and
obedient service is a prominent aspect
of true worship. To “worship” (Gk proskuneō) means to fall down with face to
the ground in humble adoration. The
outward act expresses an inward attitude of reverence and humility. See note
on 2Ch 7:3. To worship is to serve (Gk latrew). This Greek term originally referred
to wages paid laborers. It came to mean
service without wages, then service in
the worship place. It may be translated
“serve” (2Tm 1:3) or “worship” (Ac 24:14;
Php 3:3). Genuine worship involves committed service (Rv 22:3). See note on Dt
11:13. Committed service grows from a
committed heart (Jn 4:23-24).
4:10 PRAYER, Worship—Jesus, quoting
Dt 6:13, emphasized the Judaic tradition that God alone is worthy of worship. Prayer should be directed to no
one else.
4:17 JESUS CHRIST, Kingdom of God—
Jesus represented the climax of God’s
plans to establish his kingdom. In Jesus,
the sovereign power of the kingdom was
present in flesh among humanity. The
only proper response was repentance.
Jesus showed us the nature of God’s
kingdom. He will one day fully establish the kingdom.
4:17 SALVATION, Repentance—Jesus
came preaching the same message as
John the Baptist. See notes on 3:1,8,11.

See Mk 1:15; Lk 5:32. Turning from sin
and exchanging confidence in human
systems of rules to trust and reliance
on God are the entrance requirements
for God’s kingdom.
4:17 DISCIPLESHIP, Kingdom of God—
God’s kingdom is the central focus of
the teaching of Jesus. The kingdom of
God means, primarily, the sovereign and
righteous rule of God over the lives of
those who have accepted his rule and
are striving to live in accordance with
his will. The kingdom of God is both a
present reality and a future culminating hope. Life in the kingdom, whether present or future, is God-centered
and God-controlled. See notes on 3:2;
6:10,33.
4:17 THE CHURCH, God’s Kingdom—
See note on 3:2. John the Baptist and
Jesus both called for persons to repent
in preparation for the kingdom of heaven. Repentance is necessary for those
entering the kingdom of God. We must
turn from this world’s standards of success and power to God’s call for humble faith. We must turn from our sin to
his salvation.
4:17 PROCLAMATION, Gospel—See note
on Mk 1:14-15.
4:18-22 HUMANITY, Work—In response to
Jesus’s call to discipleship, people may
leave one kind of work for another. See
Mk 1:16-20; Lk 5:8-11.
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a 4:23-25 Mk 1:35-39;

Lk 4:42-44
b 4:23 Mt 13:54; 24:14;
Ac 10:38
c 4:24 Lk 2:2; Ac
15:23; Gl 1:21
d Mt 8:16; 9:32; Mk
5:15; Jn 10:21
e 4:25 Mk 3:7; 5:20;
Lk 6:17
f 5:1 Mk 3:13; Lk 9:28;
Jn 6:3,15
g 5:2 Ac 8:35; 10:34;
18:14
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s ea — for they were fishermen. 19 “Fol
low me,” he told them, “and I will make
you fish for a people.” 20 Immediately
they left their nets and followed him.
21 Going on from there, he saw two
other brothers, James the son of Zebe
dee, and his brother John. They were in
a boat with Zebedee their father, pre
paring their nets, and he called them.
22 Immediately they left the boat and
their father and followed him.

sickness c among the people. b 24 Then
t he news about him spread through
out Syria. c So they brought to him all
those who were afflicted, those suffer
ing from various diseases and intense
pains, the demon-possessed, the epilep
tics, and the paralytics. d And he healed
them. 25 Large crowds followed him
from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem,
Judea, and beyond the Jordan. e

TEACHING, PREACHING, AND HEALING

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

5

When he saw the crowds, he went
23 Now Jesus began to go all over Gal
ilee, a teaching in their synagogues,
up on the mountain, f and after he sat
preaching the good news of the king d
 own, his disciples came to him. 2 Then d
dom, and healing every b disease and h
 e began to teach them, saying: g
a 4:19 Or you fishers of

b 4:23 Or every kind of

4:19 REVELATION, Commitment—The
revelation of God in Jesus Christ called
people to follow him, to become useful
employees in the task of bringing followers to commitment to God through
Christ. Revelation is a call to action as
well as a call to know.
4:19 EVANGELISM, Call to Evangelize—
Christ’s call to follow him in discipleship
is a call to evangelize other people. The
call has only one proper response—immediate obedience. Discipleship always
involves the call to witness.
4:23-25 MIRACLE, Christ—God used human instruments to perform and interpret his miracles. The greatest of his
agents was the man Jesus Christ, God’s
divine Son. Jesus was known as both
teacher and healer. His healing miracles attracted suffering humanity, and
he compassionately ministered to their
needs. These opportunities to teach resulted in large crowds following him.
Miracles allowed Jesus to minister, to
attract followers, and to teach.
4:23-24 SALVATION, Healing—Jesus
taught, preached, and healed. His salvation was perfectly balanced, providing for the whole person with spiritual,
emotional, and physical needs.
4:23 EDUCATION, Jesus—Three major activities marked the Galilean ministry of
Jesus—teaching, preaching, and healing. Everywhere he went, he was known
as “Teacher.” Teaching was his most
characteristic function, whether in the
synagogue, on a hillside, or in the marketplace. Most of his healings were used as
occasions for teaching. Those who teach
in the church today are following a pattern established by the Master himself.
4:23 PROCLAMATION, Gospel—Jesus is
the primary example for the Christian
preacher. Jesus went where the people
were, met their needs, and proclaimed
good news to them. The good news did
not center on human actions or solutions. The content of proclamation is
God’s kingdom. God’s actions to establish his rule in human hearts are the true
good news.
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c 4:23 Or physical ailment

d 5:2 Lit Then opening his mouth

4:23-25 EVANGELISM, Social Action—Jesus
healed many of their sicknesses, which
opened the door for preaching the gospel. Jesus used all means to help people
in their various needs and point them to
their greatest need—salvation. There is
no conflict between meeting social or
physical needs and providing spiritual
necessities. Jesus’s love for people led
him to minister to all their concerns. The
result was that “news about him spread
throughout,” and “large crowds followed
him.” Jesus’s attitude sets the agenda for
today’s church to join ministry to needs
and proclamation of the gospel into one
effective program of evangelism.
5:1–7:27 CHRISTIAN ETHICS, Character—
The Sermon on the Mount summarizes
Jesus’s ethical teachings. It characterizes citizens of his kingdom. They meet
expectations of behavior that go beyond
a legalistic application of the moral law.
The ethical standards Jesus portrays are
active in nature. Their application is both
God and person-oriented. Jesus did not
intend the sermon to be dismissed as
too demanding and unrealistic. He expects disciples to set these as standards
for daily life.
5:1-12 JESUS CHRIST, Teaching—The first
Gospel has the most teachings of Jesus.
Matthew has five sections of Jesus’s
teachings: the Sermon on the Mount
(chaps. 5–7), the teaching accompanying the sending of the Twelve (chap. 10),
parables about the kingdom (chap. 13),
parables about life in the kingdom (chap.
18), and teaching on judgment (chaps.
24–25). It is almost as though Matthew,
the writer of the most Jewish Gospel, was
saying Jesus was the new Moses giving
God’s final commands in the five new
books of God’s gospel. Jesus’s preaching and teaching both fulfilled and superseded the OT. The theme of Jesus’s
teaching was the kingdom of God. He
described the God of the kingdom, told
what the kingdom is like, gave requirements for entering the kingdom, outlined
guidelines for living in the kingdom, and
told of the future consummation of the

kingdom. Jesus’s teaching revealed God’s
purposes for his people in light of Messiah’s coming. His teachings are the moral standard by which Christians measure
themselves. The Beatitudes refer to both
present and future blessings of the kingdom. The kingdom began with Jesus’s
coming (4:17). The mourning that brings
blessedness includes grief at the loss of
loved ones and repentance because of
sin. God gives comfort to those grieved
by the wickedness of this world. “Humble” means “easy or mild.” We should be
strong enough to be in control of all of
the circumstances of our lives under the
guidance of God. The quest to be right,
what God wants us to be, can be like a
powerful hunger or thirst. People who
long so intensely after what is right will
have their hunger satisfied and their thirst
quenched. See Lk 6:21. “Mercy” is a characteristic of God. Those who exercise this
quality in human relationships will receive it from God. See Mt 6:12.
5:1-12 SALVATION, Blessing—Jesus described the blessings of citizens of the
kingdom of God in nine Beatitudes. To be
in his kingdom is to be truly happy. Humble service and devotion to God rather
than human accomplishments bring happiness. See Lk 6:20-22. See note on Ps 1:1.
5:1 THE CHURCH, God’s Kingdom—The
Ten Commandments were given at Sinai.
These commandments give guidelines
for faith. With the Sermon on the Mount,
Jesus gave a new and extended ethic for
the people of the new covenant. All those
who make up the kingdom live in a new
age governed by the commands of Christ
himself. While the law of Moses retains
its full effect, it is extended by a greater
ethic given by One greater than Moses.
5:2 EDUCATION, Jesus—What is widely
known as the Sermon on the Mount is
actually depicted as a teaching situation. Jesus and his disciples withdrew
from the crowds, and Jesus assumed
the familiar sitting posture of a teacher.
Then he began teaching his followers.
His teaching began with blessings or the
way to happiness, not with commands.
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157//MATTHEW 5
MEMORY VERSES: MATTHEW 5:16; 6:33
After Jesus’s time in the desert, he launched into his public ministry by proclaiming the message
that the kingdom of God was at hand, choosing his disciples, and preaching to and healing the
crowds. With Matthew 5, the Gospel shifts to the record of Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount—his
teaching on how citizens of the kingdom of God should conduct themselves. The sermon begins
with the Beatitudes, blessings God gives to people who cultivate certain spiritual attributes. They
emphasize inner motives rather than mere outward conformity. Jesus then shifted his message
to the issue of behavior. Jesus addressed several Jewish laws and helped his disciples understand how right behavior is never the ultimate indicator. A person must have the right heart motive too. The commands of God remind us that he has a plan for how we ought to live our lives,
and that plan is based on who he is and how he’s treated us. Ultimately, we must remember that
the God who demands perfection has already provided a means through the perfect sacrifice of
his Son, Jesus.
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a 5:3 Is 57:15; 66:2

b Mt 19:14; 25:34; Mk

10:14; Lk 6:20
c 5:4 Is 61:2; Mt 11:29;
21:5; Jn 16:20; Rv 7:17
d 5:5 Ps 37:11; Rm
4:13; Rv 21:7
e 5:6 Is 55:1-2; Jn
4:14; 6:48; 7:37
f 5:7 Pr 11:17; Mt
18:33; Lk 6:36;
2Tm 1:16
g 5:8 Ps 24:4; Heb
12:14; 1Jn 3:2; Rv 22:4
h 5:9 Mt 5:45; Lk 6:35;
Rm 8:14; Jms 3:18;
1Jn 3:1
i 5:10 Mt 19:14; 25:34;
Mk 10:14; Lk 6:20;
22:29
j 5:12 Mt 2:23; 2Tm 3:12
k Mt 23:37; Ac 7:52;
1Th 2:15
l 5:13 Mk 9:50; Lk 14:34
m 5:14 Pr 4:18; Jn
8:12; Php 2:15
n 5:15 Jn 5:35; Rv 21:23
o Mk 4:21; Lk 8:16;
11:33
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THE BEATITUDES
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“Blessed are the poor in spirit, a
for the kingdom of heaven b is theirs.
Blessed are those who mourn, c
for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the humble, d
for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, e
for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy. f
Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God. g
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God. h
Blessed are those who are
persecuted because
of righteousness,
for the kingdom of heaven i is theirs.

11 “You are blessed when they insult
you and persecute you and falsely say
every kind of evil against you because
of me. 12 Be glad and rejoice, because
your reward is great in heaven. For that
is how they persecuted j the prophets
who were before you. k
BELIEVERS ARE SALT AND LIGHT

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if
t he salt should lose its taste, how can
it be made salty? a It’s no longer good
for anything but to be thrown out and
trampled under people’s feet. l
14 “You are the light of the world. A
city situated on a hill cannot be hid
den. m 15 No one lights a lamp n and puts
it under a basket, but rather on a lamp
stand, and it gives light for all who are in
the house. o 16 In the same way, let your

a 5:13 Or how can the earth be salted?

5:3 HOLY SCRIPTURE, Collection—The
heart and will of God were being taught
as never before. Inspired witnesses preserved for us the teachings of the Son of
God. These inspired words were collected by the disciples, taught to the early
church, and gathered up to become an
ongoing record of God’s revelation about
who he is, what he commands, and what
he promises. God led Matthew to preserve Christ’s Sermon on the Mount to
teach us the essence of the Christian life.
5:3 THE CHURCH, God’s Kingdom—See
note on Lk 6:20.
5:6,10,20 CHRISTIAN ETHICS, Justice—
A mark of the Spirit within us is a hunger
to live out the will of God. Without God’s
energizing, sustaining, and closeness our
fulfillment in life grows weak. By feeding
on his presence and guidance, our lives
grow and mature. Seeking the will of
God causes us to be at cross-purposes
with our cultural values. Our call is not
to be religious experts but humble servants of God’s justice. We will be made
fun of, and some will even be martyred
for Christ’s sake. Yet any righteousness
we proclaim and live out is not our own,
but that which God’s grace works in us
through the redemptive acts of Christ.
5:8-9 JESUS CHRIST, Teaching—Purity is
the result of a cleansing. To sinful persons, and that is all of us, being pure
at the very core of our being is an awesome task. Small wonder Paul spoke so
often of our needing God’s mercy and
of our rightness being in Christ. Even
a radical doctrine of justification must
not keep Christians from striving after
purity of heart. The term peacemaker
occurs in Scripture only in this passage.
The verb appears in Col 1:20. The reward
of this Beatitude is among the greatest
imaginable—to be called a child of God.
The Beatitudes work for all who seek
the strength of God in accomplishing
them. They are specific requirements
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for Christians. Peacemaking is not just an
individual act. It is a corporate responsibility of the Christian community in relationships with individuals, communities,
races, and social classes. The people of
the Prince of Peace should be peaceable
people. Modern Christians in free socie
ties know little about active persecution
for their faith. The spilled blood and violent oppression of martyrs and those
who suffer actual and severe punishment and oppression condemn those
who claim this Beatitude for insufficient
cause. A faith ready to suffer for Christ
marks the citizens of God’s kingdom.
5:9 CHRISTIAN ETHICS, War and Peace—
Happy, satisfied, fulfilled will be the one
who works for and does the things that
make for peace. Notice the active and not
passive direction of the statement. These
people will be known as the children of
God, for they will understand and implement in their lives and society the vision
of peace articulated in the OT. This vision
was an encompassing one recognizing
the joy and fulfillment found in right relatedness to God, his creation, and one’s
neighbor. The way of the peacemaker is
not a weak-kneed approach to life, but
it is a way of courage. It transcends the
world’s attitudes and methodologies of
bringing change. It makes God’s moral
teachings the center of community life
and seeks to replace weapons of war
with tools that will provide basic needs
for all the world’s population. See notes
on Ps 34:14; Mc 4:1-5.
5:9 THE CHURCH, God’s Community—As
God’s sons, Christians are born anew into
the new creation. Sonship implies community. In the OT, disciples of the great
prophets were called sons of the prophets (1Kg 20:35). As children of one Father,
Christians are bound to other members
of the community as brothers and sisters.
All are bound to the head of the community, the Father. No greater privilege

exists than to be called sons of God. The
sons of God follow the Father in bringing
peace on earth.
5:10-12 EVIL AND SUFFERING, Endurance—Loyalty to Jesus often brings
persecution from evil powers who oppose God. Disciples must show their loyalty to Jesus by enduring the world’s
wrath. Rather than escaping suffering,
we should expect to suffer because we
are Christians (Lk 6:22-23).
5:11-12 LAST THINGS, Heaven—Heaven
will be a place of rewards for faithful service on earth. The prospect of such is
good cause for rejoicing and gladness
in the present time. Rewards are to be
bestowed on the basis of deeds, while
access to heaven is only through faith
on the basis of grace (2Co 5:10). Rewards
are to be determined according to faithfulness in light of ability and opportunity
(Mt 25:14-30).
5:11-12 EVANGELISM, Persecution—
Christ’s followers have a difficult message to declare: we must tell people
they are in sin, lost, estranged from God,
and desperately need salvation in Jesus
Christ. That message may cause a severe
negative reaction. Christians faithful to
their evangelistic responsibility will suffer different forms of persecution. Some
will be called upon to forfeit their lives.
For others the persecution is no more
than ridicule or being excluded. Under
any persecution believers are to rejoice.
Like their Lord and the prophets before
them, great is their reward in heaven.
5:12 SALVATION, Joy—Jesus taught his
disciples to rejoice and be glad when
they were persecuted for following him.
Their reward will be great in the afterlife.
5:14-16 DISCIPLESHIP, Influence—A
Christian’s life will have influence, whether good or bad. Jesus commanded his
disciples to be like a city on a hill that
cannot be hidden. The influential light
of our lives should shine forth like the
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MATTHEW 5

light shine before others, so that they whoever murders will be subject to judg
 ay see your good works and give glo ment. e 22 But I tell you, everyone who is
m
ry to your Father in heaven. a
angry with his brother or sister c will be
subject to judgment. Whoever insults d
CHRIST FULFILLS THE LAW
his brother or sister, will be subject to
17 “Don’t think that I came to abolish the the court. e Whoever says, ‘You fool! ’ will
Law or the Prophets. I did not come to be subject to hellfire. f,f 23 So if you are of
abolish but to fulfill. b 18 For truly I tell fering your gift on the altar, and there
you, until heaven and earth pass away, you remember that your brother or sis
not the smallest letter a or one stroke of ter has something against you, 24 leave
a letter will pass away from the law un your gift there in front of the altar. First
til all things are accomplished. 19 There go and be reconciled with your brother
fore, whoever breaks one of the least of or sister, and then come and off er your
these commands and teaches others to gift. 25 Reach a settlement quickly with
do the same will be called least in the your adversary while you’re on the way
kingdom of heaven. But whoever does with him to the court, or your adver
and teaches these commands will be sary will hand you over to the judge, and
called great in the kingdom of heaven. c the judge to g the off icer, and you will be
20 For I tell you, unless your righteous thrown into prison. g 26 Truly I tell you,
ness surpasses that of the scribes and you will never get out of there until you
Pharisees, you will never get into the have paid the last penny. h
kingdom of heaven.

a 5:16 Mt 9:8; Jn 15:8;

1Pt 2:12

b 5:17 Mt 7:12; Rm

3:31; 10:4; 13:8;
Gl 3:24
c 5:18-19 Mt 11:11;
24:35; Lk 16:17;
Jms 2:10
d 5:21 Ex 20:13; Dt
5:17
e Mt 19:18; 23:31,35;
Mk 10:19; Lk 18:20;
Rm 13:9; Jms 2:11
f 5:22 Mt 18:9; Mk
9:43; Jms 3:6; 1Jn
3:15
g 5:25 Pr 25:8; Lk
12:58
h 5:27 Ex 20:14; Dt
5:18

ADULTERY BEGINS IN THE HEART

MURDER BEGINS IN THE HEART

27 “You have heard that it was said, Do
 ot commit adultery. i,h 28 But I tell
21 “You have heard t hat i t was said to n
our ancestors, Do n
 ot murder, b,dand you, everyone who looks at a woman
a 5:18 Or not one iota ; iota is the smallest letter of the Gk alphabet. b 5:21 Ex 20:13; Dt 5:17 c 5:22 Other mss add without
a cause d 5:22 Lit Whoever says ‘Raca’ ; an Aramaic term of abuse that puts someone down, insulting one’s intelligence
e 5:22 Lit Sanhedrin f 5:22 Lit the gehenna of fire g 5:25 Other mss read judge will hand you over to h 5:26 Lit quadrans,
the smallest and least valuable Roman coin, worth 1/64 of a daily wage i 5:27 Ex 20:14; Dt 5:18

light of a lamp on a stand. We must not
try to hide from the world but let our
influence count for Christ in such a way
that God will get the glory for the good
deeds in our lives. We are to live so that
everyone will feel our influence. We are
vessels for the indwelling Spirit of God.
Our lives reflect the light of God that
burns on the inside.
5:17-48 JESUS CHRIST, Fulfilled—Jesus
fulfilled all God had done for, given to,
and promised Israel. His teachings did
not replace the OT. They represented the
completion of and accomplishment of
the OT. He lived out what he taught and
thus was the only person to be what the
OT taught all people should be. Jesus’s
teachings completed the OT at the level of motivation and intentions. Jesus
called people to join God’s kingdom and
be like God. We trust in Jesus’s likeness
to God as our Savior even while we work
toward godly character in Christ.
5:17-47 HOLY SCRIPTURE, Authoritative—
Jesus accepted and used the OT as authoritative Scripture that needed completion through his messianic ministry.
Jesus warned against a false, legalistic use and interpretation of Scripture
that seeks to determine God’s minimum requirements or uses observance
of Scripture to gain earthly prestige and
power. For Jesus, Scripture included the
three-part Hebrew canon: Law—Genesis through Deuteronomy; Prophets—
Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah,
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Jeremiah, Ezekiel, twelve minor prophets; Writings—the other OT books. Jesus
showed he had the Pharisees’ respect
for all of Scripture and a higher commitment to the God who inspired Scripture.
Scripture laws were not merely intended
to regulate a list of specific actions. They
motivated an attitude of reverence of life,
reconciliation with other people, commitment to marriage and family, honesty, servanthood, sacrificial love, and
hatred of sin.
5:21-22 HUMANITY, Relationships—Anger destroys human relationships. At
the very least, it destroys compassion.
At the worst, it can threaten life itself.
5:21-22 CHRISTIAN ETHICS, Murder—The
physical act of taking a life is a grievous
thing. Rather than limiting the fulfillment
of the moral law to outward conformity, Jesus located the root of murder at
the attitude level. Such a perspective
should lead the contemporary Christian
to give special attention to those attitudes that may cause actions hurtful to
others, whether physically, emotionally, or socially. Such discipline of character takes seriously the sanctity and
quality of life.
5:22 LAST THINGS, Hell—A progression in
describing possible punishment ended
with the danger of hell. Literally, Jesus
warned of the “gehenna of fire.” The
reference was apparently to the Valley
of Hinnom (Hb ge’-hinnom; Neh 11:30)
outside Jerusalem where rubbish was

burned. Sadly, the valley was remembered as the place where Manasseh (2Kg
21:6) and others had sacrificed children
to Baal or Molech in the valley (2Kg 23:10;
2Ch 28:3; 33:6; Jr 2:23; 19:1-13; 32:35).
The continual burning of Gehenna afforded a vivid image for the place of
eternal torment. See Is 33:10-15. Drastic action is advised to avoid suffering
in Gehenna (Mt 5:29-30; 18:9; Mk 9:4347). Both body and soul are destroyed
there (Mt 10:28). It is home to religious
hypocrites (23:15,33). God has the power
to throw people into Gehenna (Lk 12:5).
Hell finds expression through human
speech (Jms 3:6).
5:23-24 STEWARDSHIP, Giving in Worship—Giving is such a sacred and
worshipful act that it should not be
thwarted by a person’s wrong relationship to another. God so values showing
mercy and achieving reconciliation that
it justifies temporarily postponing the
act of giving. This makes the gift and the
worship more meaningful to the individual and more pleasing to God.
5:27-30 FAMILY, Sexual Sin—Actual adultery is a physical act; but the sin begins as
a thought, desire, or plan in one’s heart
or mind. See note on Pr 6:20-35. “Lustfully” (Gk epithumeō) describes an intensive
and continuing desire to possess another
person sexually that becomes obsessive
in its control on one’s mind. To emphasize the seriousness of allowing one’s life
to be captured by sensuality, Jesus used
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a 5:28 2Sm 11:2; Jb

31:1; Pr 6:25

b 5:29 Mt 18:9; Mk

9:47

c Mt 10:28; 23:15,33;

Lk 12:5

d 5:31 Jr 3:1; Mt 19:7;

Mk 10:4
e Dt 24:1
f 5:32 Mt 19:9; Mk
10:11; Lk 16:18; Rm
7:3; 1Co 7:11
g 5:33 Lv 19:12; Nm
30:2; Dt 23:21; Mt
23:16
h 5:34-35 Ps 48:2; Is
66:1; Mt 23:22; Ac
7:49; Jms 5:12
i 5:37 Mt 6:13;
13:19,38; Jn 17:15;
2Th 3:3
j 5:38 Ex 21:24; Lv
24:20; Dt 19:21
k 5:39 Lk 6:29-30;
Rm 12:17; 1Co 6:7;
1Pt 3:9
l 5:42 Dt 15:8; Lk 6:34
m 5:43 Lv 19:18; Dt
23:6; Lk 10:29
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lustfully has already committed adul
tery with her in his heart. a 29 If your
right eye causes you to sin, b gouge it out
and throw it away. For it is better that
you lose one of the parts of your body
than for your whole body to be thrown
into hell. c 30 And if your right hand
causes you to sin, cut it off and throw
it away. For it is better that you lose one
of the parts of your body than for your
whole body to go into hell.
DIVORCE PRACTICES CENSURED

31 “It was also said, Whoever divorces d
his wife must give her a written no
tice of divorce. a,e 32 But I tell you, every
one who divorces his wife, except in a
case of sexual immorality, causes her to
commit adultery. And whoever marries
a divorced woman commits adultery. f
TELL THE TRUTH

heaven, because it is God’s throne; 35 or
by the earth, because it is his footstool;
or by Jerusalem, because it is the city of
the great King. h 36 Do not swear by your
head, because you cannot make a sin
gle hair white or black. 37 But let your
‘yes’ mean ‘yes,’ and your ‘no’ mean ‘no.’
Anything more than this is from the
evil one. i
GO THE SECOND MILE

38 “You have heard that it was said, An
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. c, j
39 But I tell you, don’t resist d an evildoer.
On the contrary, if anyone slaps you on
your right cheek, turn the other to him
also. k 40 As for the one who wants to sue
you and take away your shirt, let him
have your coat as well. 41 And if anyone
forces you to go one mile, go with him
two. 42 Give to the one who asks you,
and don’t turn away from the one who
wants to borrow from you. l

33 “Again, you have heard that it was
said to our ancestors, You must not
break your oath, but you must keep LOVE YOUR ENEMIES
your oaths to the Lord. b,g 34 But I tell 43 “You have heard that it was said, Love
you, don’t take an oath at all: either by your neighbor e,m and hate your enemy.
a 5:31 Dt 24:1 b 5:33 Lv 19:12; Nm 30:2; Dt 23:21
don’t retaliate against e 5:43 Lv 19:18

the symbolic language of mutilating the
body to overcome lust. His vivid description of purging the body of eyes or hand
indicates how vital it is to overcome lust
in one’s heart. Only a change of heart can
banish this sin from one’s life.
5:31-32 HUMANITY, Marriage—God intends marriage commitments to be kept
for life. Anything less falls short of the
divine purpose.
5:31-32 FAMILY, Divorce—See note on
19:3-9.
5:33-36 CHRISTIAN ETHICS, Language—
We should exhibit such integrity of character that we do not have to make any
kind of vow indicating our truthfulness.
People should be able to take every word
we speak at face value.
5:37 EVIL AND SUFFERING, Satan—The
temptation to take unnecessary oaths
was from “the evil one” or Satan. Christians can be trusted to tell the truth. We
should not have to add long sentences
promising to do so. Only people controlled by Satan and, thus, not trusted
by the world have to try to convince people of their honesty. Such a statement as
this is not trying to teach about human
conduct in human courts.
5:38-48 EVIL AND SUFFERING, Endurance—Disciples should respond to evil
attacks from enemies with a non-retaliation and a non-vindictive attitude (Lk
6:29-36). God provides the sun and the
rain for all people. Disciples should not
usurp God’s role by attacking evil without
God’s guidance. The Christian response

CSB_DisciplesBible.indb 1420

c 5:38 Ex 21:24; Lv 24:20; Dt 19:21

to evil acts against us must rise above legalism that protects against excess punishment. We must love our attackers and
desire the best for them. Divine love rather than self-interest must control our
actions. God’s character, not human
models, is the standard by which to judge
our actions. See note on Rm 12:14-21.
5:38-48 CHRISTIAN ETHICS, Character—
Jesus’s teaching about retaliation surprised his audience as much as an enemy’s sudden attack would have. They
knew how to deal with enemies. He called
for love of an enemy which transcends
any action an enemy might perform. We
are not to regard persons as enemies but
to love them as people God created and
as potential followers of Christ.
5:42 STEWARDSHIP, Care of Needy—The
Christian cannot ignore human need or
refuse to help the needy. Whether we
have sufficient resources or not, we help
because we love Christ. We measure our
giving by Christ, who gave everything,
rather than by laws or percentages. Thus,
Christian stewards cannot turn away
from people seeking help. See notes on
Pr 22:9; 1Jn 3:17.
5:43-48 GOD, Father—Jesus made the
fatherhood of God his primary emphasis concerning God. Speaking of God as
Father is a figure of speech, a human
analogy to help us understand the nature
of God. God does not beget children or
other gods through sexual procreation
on a divine level, as in some of the pagan
ideas of god or in the Greek mythologies.

d 5:39 Or don’t set yourself against, or

God is like a Father in his intense personal interest in us and in the unique relationship that he sustains to Jesus Christ,
the incarnate Son of God. God as Father
is a rich picture of God, carrying with it a
strong emphasis upon God’s love for us
and his gracious provision for our every
need. It is meant to express both the intensity of his loving concern for us and
the reason for it. The figure of God as
Father is used in three different senses in the NT. The three different usages
should be seen as separate, distinct emphases with different meaning. First, God
is Father of Jesus Christ by incarnation.
The relation of God to Jesus is a unique,
unshared Father-Son relationship. Only
Jesus can call God “Father” in this sense.
Believers may call God “Father,” but this
does not make them divine, nor does it
make them brothers to Jesus. Jesus is
the only begotten Son of God. Second,
God is called Father of believers by adoption (Jn 1:12; Rm 8:23; Gl 4:5). He might
also be said to be Father of believers by
regeneration. Third, God is Father of all
persons through his creation of them.
This explains his love and concern for all
people. This does not at all imply that
all persons are therefore saved. In this
sense some persons are lost children
of God, and some are saved children of
God. This passage shows his blessings
are not limited to a select group. Jesus
elsewhere explained God’s deep, driving concern for the lost on the basis of
a Father’s concern for his lost children.
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