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THE PREHISTORY AND BIRTH OF CHRIST

preexistence of christ    jn 1:1-18

1  In  the be gin ning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word  was  God. 2  He  was 
 with  God  in  the be gin ning. 3  All  things  were cre at ed  through  him,  and  apart  from  him  not  one 
 thing  was cre at ed  that  has  been cre at ed. 4  In  him  was  life,  and  that  life  was  the  light  of  men. 
5  That  light  shines  in  the dark ness,  and  yet  the dark ness  did  not over come  it.

6  There  was  a  man  sent  from  God  whose  name  was  John. 7  He  came  as  a wit ness  to tes ti fy 
 about  the  light,  so  that  all  might be lieve  through  him. 8  He  was  not  the  light,  but  he  came  to 
 tes ti fy  about  the  light. 9  The  true  light  that  gives  light  to ev ery one,  was com ing  into  the  world.

10  He  was  in  the  world,  and  the  world  was cre at ed  through  him,  and  yet  the  world  did  not 
rec og nize  him. 11  He  came  to  his  own,  and  his  own peo ple  did  not re ceive  him. 12  But  to  all 
 who  did re ceive  him,  he  gave  them  the  right  to  be chil dren  of  God,  to  those  who be lieve  in  his 
 name, 13  who  were  born,  not  of nat u ral de scent,  or  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  or  of  the  will  of  man, 
 but  of  God.

14  The  Word be came  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us.  We ob served  his glo ry,  the glo ry  as  the  one 
 and  only  Son  from  the Fa ther,  full  of  grace  and  truth. 15 ( John tes ti fied con cern ing  him  and 
ex claimed, “ This  was  the  one  of  whom  I  said, ‘ The  one com ing af er  me  ranks  ahead  of  me, be
cause  he ex ist ed be fore  me.’ ”) 16 In deed,  we  have  all re ceived  grace  upon  grace  from  his full ness, 
17  for  the  law  was giv en  through Mo ses;  grace  and  truth  came  through  Jesus  Christ. 18  No  one 
 has  ever  seen  God.  The  one  and  only  Son,  who  is him self  God  and  is  at  the Fa ther’s  side — he  has 
re vealed  him.

1 The be gin ning  of  the gos pel  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God.

Morna Hooker has observed the importance of a story’s beginning and ending. 
In addition to creating intrigue at the beginning and “rounding things off” at the 
end, “each provides important clues about the meaning of the material that lies 
in between.” 2 The Gospels are no exception. Matthew’s genealogy (1:1-17) draws 
attention to the story behind the story of Jesus, namely God’s covenant relation-
ship with Israel.  John’s poetic prologue (1:1-18) captures the cosmic implications 

of Jesus’s identity as the divine Word of God. The beginning of Mark has a more 
compressed style and is laden with OT overtones. Mark is signaling that what 
will follow in his account of “the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God,” is no less 
than the good news of God’s salvation foretold by the OT prophets. Luke explains 
that he has compiled a narrative based on eyewitness testimony, hoping that his 
reader Theophilus might “know the certainty of the things” concerning Jesus.

1 Many  have un der tak en  to compile  a narrative  about  the  events  that 
 have  been ful filled  among  us, 2  just  as  the orig i nal eye wit ness es  and 
ser vants  of  the  word hand ed  them  down  to  us. 3  It  also  seemed  good  to 
 me,  since  I  have care ful ly in ves ti gat ed ev ery thing  from  the  very  first,  to 
 write  to  you  in  an or der ly sequence,  most hon or able The oph i lus, 4  so 
 that  you  may  know  the cer tain ty  of  the  things  about  which  you  have 
 been in struct ed.

the gospel    mk 1:1 lk 1:1-4

2 Morna D. Hooker, “Beginnings and Endings,” in The Written Gospel (eds. Markus Bockmuehl and 
Donald A. Hagner; Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005), 184. 
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1  An ac count  of  the ge ne al o gy  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of Da vid,  the  Son 
 of Abra ham:
 2 Abraham fathered Isaac,
  Isaac fathered Jacob,
  Jacob fathered Judah and his brothers,
 3 Judah fathered Perez and Zerah by Tamar,
  Perez fathered Hezron,
  Hezron fathered Aram,
 4 Aram fathered Amminadab,
  Amminadab fathered Nahshon,
  Nahshon fathered Salmon,
 5 Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab,
  Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth,
  Obed fathered Jesse,
 6 and Jesse fathered King David.
  David fathered Solomon by Uriah’s wife,
 7 Solomon fathered Rehoboam,
  Rehoboam fathered Abijah,
  Abijah fathered Asa,
 8 Asa fathered Jehoshaphat,
  Jehoshaphat fathered Joram,
  Joram fathered Uzziah,
 9 Uzziah fathered Jotham,
  Jotham fathered Ahaz,
  Ahaz fathered Hezekiah,
 10 Hezekiah fathered Manasseh,
  Manasseh fathered Amon,
  Amon fathered Josiah,
 11 and Josiah fathered Jeconiah and his brothers
  at the time of the exile to Babylon.
 12 Afer the exile to Babylon
  Jeconiah fathered Shealtiel,
  Shealtiel fathered Zerubbabel,
 13 Zerubbabel fathered Abiud,
  Abiud fathered Eliakim,
  Eliakim fathered Azor,
 14 Azor fathered Zadok,
  Zadok fathered Achim,

23  As  he be gan  his min is try,  Jesus  was  about thir ty  years  old  and  was 
 thought  to  be  the
  son of Joseph, son of Heli,
 24 son of Matthat, son of Levi,
  son of Melchi, son of Jannai,
  son of Joseph, 25 son of Mattathias,
  son of Amos, son of Nahum,
  son of Esli, son of Naggai,
 26 son of Maath, son of Mattathias,
  son of Semein, son of Josech,
  son of Joda, 27 son of Joanan,
  son of Rhesa, son of Zerubbabel,
  son of Shealtiel, son of Neri,
 28 son of Melchi, son of Addi,
  son of Cosam, son of Elmadam,
  son of Er, 29 son of Joshua,
  son of Eliezer, son of Jorim,
  son of Matthat, son of Levi,
 30 son of Simeon, son of Judah,
  son of Joseph, son of Jonam,
  son of Eliakim, 31 son of Melea,
  son of Menna, son of Mattatha,
  son of Nathan, son of David,
 32 son of Jesse, son of Obed,
  son of Boaz, son of Salmon,
  son of Nahshon, 33 son of Amminadab,
  son of Ram, son of Hezron,
  son of Perez, son of Judah,
 34 son of Jacob, son of Isaac,
  son of Abraham, son of Terah,
  son of Nahor, 35 son of Serug,
  son of Reu, son of Peleg,
  son of Eber, son of Shelah,
 36 son of Cainan, son of Arphaxad,
  son of Shem, son of Noah,
  son of Lamech, 37 son of Methuselah,
  son of Enoch, son of Jared,
  son of Mahalalel, son of Cainan,

genealogy of jesus    mt 1:1-17 lk 3:23-38

In short, every name on Matthew’s genealogy opens up a story that stands 
behind his story of Jesus. On the broadest level, that storyline is marked 
by the high points of Israel’s history starting with Abraham and climaxing 
with David’s reign, before ending on the tragic note of exile. Israel’s exile 
casts its shadow over the ensuing account of Jesus. Situated between his 

account of Jesus’s baptism and temptation, Luke’s genealogy functions as 
a transition in the narrative. It is the author’s emphasis on Jesus as the 
“beloved” (2:33), hereditary (3:38), and ultimately proven (4:3) Son of God 
that ties these narratives together. The latter is manifest in Satan’s “If you 
are the Son of God.”
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gabriel predicts john’s birth    lk 1:5-25

5   In  the  days  of  King Her od  of Ju dea,  there  was  a  priest  of Abi jah’s di vi sion  named Zech a ri ah. 
 His  wife  was  from  the daugh ters  of Aar on,  and  her  name  was Eliz a beth. 6  Both  were righ teous  in 
 God’s  sight, liv ing with out  blame ac cord ing  to  all  the com mands  and re quire ments  of  the  Lord. 
7  But  they  had  no chil dren be cause Eliz a beth  could  not con ceive,  and  both  of  them  were  well 
 along  in  years.

8  When  his di vi sion  was  on  duty  and  he  was serv ing  as  priest be fore  God, 9  it hap pened  that 
 he  was cho sen  by  lot, ac cord ing  to  the cus tom  of  the priest hood,  to en ter  the sanc tu ary  of  the 
 Lord  and  burn in cense. 10  At  the  hour  of in cense  the  whole as sem bly  of  the peo ple  was pray ing 
out side. 11  An an gel  of  the  Lord ap peared  to  him, stand ing  to  the  right  of  the al tar  of in cense. 
12  When Zech a ri ah  saw  him,  he  was ter ri fied  and over come  with  fear. 13  But  the an gel  said  to 
 him: “ Do  not  be  afraid, Zech a ri ah, be cause  your  prayer  has  been  heard.  Your  wife Eliz a beth  will 
 bear  you  a  son,  and  you  will  name  him  John. 14  There  will  be  joy  and de light  for  you,  and  many 
 will re joice  at  his  birth. 15  For  he  will  be  great  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  and  will nev er  drink  wine 
 or  beer.  He  will  be  filled  with  the  Holy Spir it  while  still  in  his moth er’s  womb. 16  He  will  turn 
 many  of  the chil dren  of Is ra el  to  the  Lord  their  God. 17  And  he  will  go be fore  him  in  the spir it 
 and pow er  of Eli jah,  to  turn  the  hearts  of fa thers  to  their chil dren,  and  the dis obe di ent  to  the 
un der stand ing  of  the righ teous,  to  make  ready  for  the  Lord  a pre pared peo ple.”

18 “ How  can  I  know  this? ” Zech a ri ah  asked  the an gel. “ For  I  am  an  old  man,  and  my  wife  is 
 well  along  in  years.”

19  The an gel an swered  him, “ I  am Ga bri el,  who  stands  in  the pres ence  of  God,  and  I  was  sent 
 to  speak  to  you  and  tell  you  this  good  news. 20  Now lis ten.  You  will be come si lent  and un able  to 
 speak un til  the  day  these  things  take  place, be cause  you  did  not be lieve  my  words,  which  will  be 
ful filled  in  their prop er  time.”

21 Mean while,  the peo ple  were wait ing  for Zech a ri ah,  amazed  that  he  stayed  so  long  in  the 
sanc tu ary. 22  When  he  did  come  out,  he  could  not  speak  to  them.  Then  they re al ized  that  he  had 
 seen  a vi sion  in  the sanc tu ary.  He  was mak ing  signs  to  them  and re mained speech less. 23  When 
 the  days  of  his min is try  were com plet ed,  he  went  back  home.

24 Af er  these  days  his  wife Eliz a beth con ceived  and  kept her self  in se clu sion  for  five  months. 
 She  said, 25 “ The  Lord  has  done  this  for  me.  He  has  looked  with fa vor  in  these  days  to  take  away 
 my dis grace  among  the peo ple.”

  Achim fathered Eliud,
 15 Eliud fathered Eleazar,
  Eleazar fathered Matthan,
  Matthan fathered Jacob,
 16 and Jacob fathered Joseph the husband of Mary,
  who gave birth to Jesus who is called the Christ.

17  So  all  the gen er a tions  from Abra ham  to Da vid  were four teen gen er
a tions;  and  from Da vid un til  the ex ile  to Bab ylon, four teen gen er a tions; 
 and  from  the ex ile  to Bab ylon un til  the  Christ, four teen gen er a tions.

 38 son of Enos, son of Seth,
  son of Adam, son of God.
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gabriel predicts jesus’s birth    lk 1:26-38

26  In  the  sixth  month,  the an gel Ga bri el  was  sent  by  God  to  a  town  in Gal i lee  called Naz a reth, 
27  to  a vir gin en gaged  to  a  man  named Jo seph,  of  the  house  of Da vid.  The vir gin’s  name  was 
 Mary. 28  And  the an gel  came  to  her  and  said, “Greet ings, fa vored wom an!  The  Lord  is  with  you.” 
29  But  she  was deep ly trou bled  by  this state ment, won der ing  what  kind  of greet ing  this  could  be. 
30  Then  the an gel  told  her: “ Do  not  be  afraid,  Mary,  for  you  have  found fa vor  with  God. 31  Now 
lis ten:  You  will con ceive  and  give  birth  to  a  son,  and  you  will  name  him  Jesus. 32  He  will  be  great 
 and  will  be  called  the  Son  of  the  Most  High,  and  the  Lord  God  will  give  him  the  throne  of  his 
 fa ther Da vid. 33  He  will  reign  over  the  house  of Ja cob for ev er,  and  his king dom  will  have  no  end.”

34  Mary  asked  the an gel, “ How  can  this  be,  since  I  have  not  had sex u al re la tions  with  a  man? ”
35  The an gel re plied  to  her: “ The  Holy Spir it  will  come  upon  you,  and  the pow er  of  the  Most 

 High  will over shad ow  you. There fore,  the  holy  one  to  be  born  will  be  called  the  Son  of  God. 
36 And con sid er  your rel a tive Eliz a beth  —   even  she  has con ceived  a  son  in  her  old  age,  and  this 
 is  the  sixth  month  for  her  who  was  called child less. 37  For noth ing  will  be im pos si ble  with  God.”

38 “ I  am  the  Lord’s ser vant,”  said  Mary. “ May  it  be  done  to  me ac cord ing  to  your  word.”  Then 
 the an gel  lef  her.

mary’s visit to elizabeth    lk 1:39-56

39  In  those  days  Mary  set  out  and hur ried  to  a  town  in  the  hill coun try  of Ju dah 40  where  she 
en tered Zech a ri ah’s  house  and greet ed Eliz a beth. 41  When Eliz a beth  heard  Mary’s greet ing,  the 
 baby  leaped in side  her,  and Eliz a beth  was  filled  with  the  Holy Spir it. 42  Then  she ex claimed  with 
 a  loud  cry: “ Blessed  are  you  among wom en,  and  your  child  will  be  blessed! 43  How  could  this 
hap pen  to  me,  that  the moth er  of  my  Lord  should  come  to  me? 44  For  you  see,  when  the  sound 
 of  your greet ing  reached  my  ears,  the  baby  leaped  for  joy in side  me. 45  Blessed  is  she  who  has 
be lieved  that  the  Lord  would ful fill  what  he  has spo ken  to  her! ”
46  And  Mary  said:
  My soul praises the greatness of the Lord,
 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
 48 because he has looked with favor
  on the humble condition of his servant.
  Surely, from now on all generations
  will call me blessed,
 49 because the Mighty One
  has done great things for me,
  and his name is holy.
 50 His mercy is from generation to generation
  on those who fear him.
 51 He has done a mighty deed with his arm;
  he has scattered the proud
  because of the thoughts of their hearts;
 52 he has toppled the mighty from their thrones
  and exalted the lowly.
 53 He has satisfied the hungry with good things
  and sent the rich away empty.
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the birth and naming of john    lk 1:57-66

57  Now  the  time  had  come  for Eliz a beth  to  give  birth,  and  she  had  a  son. 58  Then  her neigh bors 
 and rel a tives  heard  that  the  Lord  had  shown  her  his  great mer cy,  and  they re joiced  with  her.

59  When  they  came  to cir cum cise  the  child  on  the  eighth  day,  they  were go ing  to  name  him 
Zech a ri ah, af er  his fa ther. 60  But  his moth er re spond ed, “ No.  He  will  be  called  John.”

61  Then  they  said  to  her, “ None  of  your rel a tives  has  that  name.” 62  So  they mo tioned  to  his 
fa ther  to  find  out  what  he want ed  him  to  be  called. 63  He  asked  for  a writ ing tab let  and  wrote: 
“ His  name  is  John.”  And  they  were  all  amazed. 64 Im me di ate ly  his  mouth  was  opened  and  his 
 tongue  set  free,  and  he be gan  to  speak, prais ing  God. 65  Fear  came  on  all  those  who  lived  around 
 them,  and  all  these  things  were be ing  talked  about through out  the  hill coun try  of Ju dea. 66  All 
 who  heard  about  him  took  it  to  heart, say ing, “ What  then  will  this  child be come? ”  For, in deed, 
 the  Lord’s  hand  was  with  him.

 54 He has helped his servant Israel,
  remembering his mercy
 55 to Abraham and his descendants forever,
  just as he spoke to our ancestors.

56  And  Mary  stayed  with  her  about  three  months;  then  she re turned  to  her  home.

zechariah’s prophecy    lk 1:67-80

67  Then  his fa ther Zech a ri ah  was  filled  with  the  Holy Spir it  and proph e sied:
 68 Blessed is the Lord, the God of Israel,
  because he has visited
  and provided redemption for his people.
 69 He has raised up a horn of salvation for us
  in the house of his servant David,
 70 just as he spoke by the mouth
  of his holy prophets in ancient times;
 71 salvation from our enemies
  and from the hand of those who hate us.
 72 He has dealt mercifully with our fathers
  and remembered his holy covenant —
 73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham.
  He has given us the privilege,
 74 since we have been rescued
  from the hand of our enemies,
  to serve him without fear
 75 in holiness and righteousness
  in his presence all our days.
 76 And you, child, will be called
  a prophet of the Most High,
  for you will go before the Lord
  to prepare his ways,
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the birth of jesus   mt 1:18-25 lk 2:1-7

18  The  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  came  about  this  way: Af er  his moth er  Mary  had  been en gaged  to 
Jo seph,  it  was dis cov ered be fore  they  came to geth er  that  she  was preg nant  from  the  Holy Spir it. 
19  So  her hus band Jo seph, be ing  a righ teous  man,  and  not want ing  to dis grace  her pub lic ly, de
cid ed  to di vorce  her se cret ly.

20  But af er  he  had con sid ered  these  things,  an an gel  of  the  Lord ap peared  to  him  in  a  dream, 
say ing, “Jo seph,  son  of Da vid,  don’t  be  afraid  to  take  Mary  as  your  wife, be cause  what  has  been 
con ceived  in  her  is  from  the  Holy Spir it. 21  She  will  give  birth  to  a  son,  and  you  are  to  name  him 
 Jesus, be cause  he  will  save  his peo ple  from  their  sins.”

22  Now  all  this  took  place  to ful fill  what  was spo ken  by  the  Lord  through  the proph et:
 23 See, the virgin will become pregnant
  and give birth to a son,
  and they will name him Immanuel,
 which  is trans lat ed “ God  is  with  us.”

24  When Jo seph  woke  up,  he  did  as  the  Lord’s an gel  had com mand ed  him.  He mar ried  her 
25  but  did  not  have sex u al re la tions  with  her un til  she  gave  birth  to  a  son.  And  he  named  him 
 Jesus.

1  In  those  days  a de cree  went  out  from Cae sar 
Au gus tus  that  the  whole em pire  should  be reg
is tered. 2  This  first reg is tra tion  took  place  while 
Qui rin i us  was gov ern ing Syr ia. 3  So ev ery one 
 went  to  be reg is tered,  each  to  his  own  town.

4 Jo seph  also  went  up  from  the  town  of Naz
a reth  in Gal i lee,  to Ju dea,  to  the  city  of Da vid, 
 which  is  called Beth le hem, be cause  he  was 
 of  the  house  and fam i ly  line  of Da vid, 5  to  be 
reg is tered  along  with  Mary,  who  was en gaged 
 to  him  and  was preg nant. 6  While  they  were 
 there,  the  time  came  for  her  to  give  birth. 
7  Then  she  gave  birth  to  her first born  son,  and 
 she  wrapped  him tight ly  in  cloth  and  laid  him 
 in  a man ger, be cause  there  was  no  guest  room 
avail able  for  them.

the shepherds and the angels    lk 2:8-20

 77 to give his people knowledge of salvation
  through the forgiveness of their sins.
 78 Because of our God’s merciful compassion,
  the dawn from on high will visit us
 79 to shine on those who live in darkness
  and the shadow of death,
  to guide our feet into the way of peace.

80  The  child  grew  up  and be came spir i tu al ly  strong,  and  he  was  in  the wil der ness un til  the  day 
 of  his pub lic ap pear ance  to Is ra el.

In light of their respective introductions, one begins to develop an expecta-
tion for how a Gospel writer might narrate an event such as the birth of Jesus. 
Matthew seeks to show the cohesion between Jesus’s birth and OT prophecy 
through his many “fulfillment” quotations (1:22-23). Luke, however, gives an 

account of the events that triggered the pilgrimage of Joseph and Mary from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem as a means of placing Jesus’s birth in the context of 
Greco-Roman history. Chronologically, Luke’s account could fit seamlessly 
between Matthew 1:25 and 2:1.

8  In  the  same re gion, shep herds  were stay ing  out  in  the  fields  and keep ing  watch  at  night  over 
 their  flock. 9  Then  an an gel  of  the  Lord  stood be fore  them,  and  the glo ry  of  the  Lord  shone 
 around  them,  and  they  were ter ri fied. 10  But  the an gel  said  to  them, “ Don’t  be  afraid,  for  look,   
I pro claim  to  you  good  news  of  great  joy  that  will  be  for  all  the peo ple: 11 To day  in  the  city  of 
 Da vid  a Sav ior  was  born  for  you,  who  is  the Mes si ah,  the  Lord. 12  This  will  be  the  sign  for  you: 
 You  will  find  a  baby  wrapped tight ly  in  cloth  and ly ing  in  a man ger.”

13 Sud den ly  there  was  a mul ti tude  of  the heav en ly  host  with  the an gel, prais ing  God  and 
 say ing:
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 14 Glory to God in the highest heaven,
  and peace on earth to people he favors!

15  When  the an gels  had  lef  them  and re turned  to heav en,  the shep herds  said  to  one an oth er, 
“ Let’s  go  straight  to Beth le hem  and  see  what  has hap pened,  which  the  Lord  has  made  known  to 
 us.”

16  They hur ried  off  and  found  both  Mary  and Jo seph,  and  the  baby  who  was ly ing  in  the 
man ger. 17 Af er see ing  them,  they re port ed  the mes sage  they  were  told  about  this  child, 18  and 
 all  who  heard  it  were  amazed  at  what  the shep herds  said  to  them. 19  But  Mary  was treasuring 
 up  all  these  things  in  her  heart  and med i tat ing  on  them. 20  The shep herds re turned, glo ri fy ing 
 and prais ing  God  for  all  the  things  they  had  seen  and  heard,  which  were  just  as  they  had  been 
 told.

infant jesus at the temple    lk 2:21-38

21  When  the  eight  days  were com plet ed  for  his cir cum ci sion,  he  was  named  Jesus  —   the  name 
giv en  by  the an gel be fore  he  was con ceived. 22  And  when  the  days  of  their pu ri fi ca tion ac cord
ing  to  the  law  of Mo ses  were fin ished,  they  brought  him  up  to Je ru sa lem  to pre sent  him  to  the 
 Lord 23 ( just  as  it  is writt en  in  the  law  of  the  Lord, Ev ery first born  male  will  be ded i cat ed  to 
 the  Lord) 24  and  to off er  a sac ri fice (ac cord ing  to  what  is stat ed  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  a  pair  of 
turtledoves  or  two  young pi geons).

25  There  was  a  man  in Je ru sa lem  whose  name  was Sim e on.  This  man  was righ teous  and de
vout, look ing for ward  to Is ra el’s con so la tion,  and  the  Holy Spir it  was  on  him. 26  It  had  been 
re vealed  to  him  by  the  Holy Spir it  that  he  would  not  see  death be fore  he  saw  the  Lord’s Mes si ah. 
27 Guid ed  by  the Spir it,  he en tered  the tem ple.  When  the par ents  brought  in  the  child  Jesus  to 
per form  for  him  what  was cus tom ary un der  the  law, 28 Sim e on  took  him  up  in  his  arms,  praised 
 God,  and  said,
 29 Now, Master,
  you can dismiss your servant in peace,
  as you promised.
 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation.
 31 You have prepared it
  in the presence of all peoples —
 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles
  and glory to your people Israel.

33  His fa ther  and moth er  were  amazed  at  what  was be ing  said  about  him. 34  Then Sim e on 
 blessed  them  and  told  his moth er  Mary: “In deed,  this  child  is des tined  to  cause  the  fall  and  rise 
 of  many  in Is ra el  and  to  be  a  sign  that  will  be op posed  —   35  and  a  sword  will  pierce  your  own 
 soul  —   that  the  thoughts  of  many  hearts  may  be re vealed.”

36  There  was  also  a proph et ess,  Anna,  a daugh ter  of Pha nu el,  of  the  tribe  of Ash er.  She  was 
 well  along  in  years, hav ing  lived  with  her hus band sev en  years af er  her mar riage, 37  and  was 
 a wid ow  for eightyfour  years.  She  did  not  leave  the tem ple, serv ing  God  night  and  day  with 
fast ing  and  prayers. 38  At  that  very mo ment,  she  came  up  and be gan  to  thank  God  and  to  speak 
 about  him  to  all  who  were look ing for ward  to  the re demp tion  of Je ru sa lem.
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Wise men visit the king    mt 2:1-12

1 Af er  Jesus  was  born  in Beth le hem  of Ju dea  in  the  days  of  King Her od,  wise  men  from  the  east 
ar rived  in Je ru sa lem, 2 say ing, “ Where  is  he  who  has  been  born  king  of  the  Jews?  For  we  saw  his 
 star  at  its ris ing  and  have  come  to wor ship  him.”

3  When  King Her od  heard  this,  he  was deep ly dis turbed,  and  all Je ru sa lem  with  him. 4  So  he 
as sem bled  all  the  chief  priests  and  scribes  of  the peo ple  and  asked  them  where  the  Christ  would 
 be  born.

5 “ In Beth le hem  of Ju dea,”  they  told  him, “be cause  this  is  what  was writt en  by  the proph et:
 6 And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah:
  Because out of you will come a ruler
  who will shepherd my people Israel.”

7  Then Her od se cret ly sum moned  the  wise  men  and  asked  them  the ex act  time  the  star ap
peared. 8  He  sent  them  to Beth le hem  and  said, “ Go  and  search care ful ly  for  the  child.  When  you 
 find  him, re port  back  to  me  so  that  I  too  can  go  and wor ship  him.”

9 Af er hear ing  the  king,  they  went  on  their  way.  And  there  it  was  —   the  star  they  had  seen  at 
 its ris ing.  It  led  them un til  it  came  and  stopped  above  the  place  where  the  child  was. 10  When 
 they  saw  the  star,  they  were over whelmed  with  joy. 11 En ter ing  the  house,  they  saw  the  child 
 with  Mary  his moth er,  and fall ing  to  their  knees,  they wor shiped  him.  Then  they  opened  their 
trea sures  and pre sent ed  him  with  gifs:  gold, frank in cense,  and  myrrh. 12  And be ing  warned  in  a 
 dream  not  to  go  back  to Her od,  they re turned  to  their  own coun try  by an oth er  route.

flight from herod the great    mt 2:13-23

13 Af er  they  were  gone,  an an gel  of  the  Lord ap peared  to Jo seph  in  a  dream, say ing, “ Get  up! 
 Take  the  child  and  his moth er,  flee  to  Egypt,  and  stay  there un til  I  tell  you.  For Her od  is  about  to 
 search  for  the  child  to  kill  him.” 14  So  he  got  up,  took  the  child  and  his moth er dur ing  the  night, 
 and es caped  to  Egypt. 15  He  stayed  there un til Her od’s  death,  so  that  what  was spo ken  by  the 
 Lord  through  the proph et  might  be ful filled:  Out  of  Egypt  I  called  my  Son.

16  Then Her od,  when  he re al ized  that  he  had  been out witt ed  by  the  wise  men,  flew  into  a  rage. 
 He  gave or ders  to mas sa cre  all  the  boys  in  and  around Beth le hem  who  were  two  years  old  and 
un der,  in keep ing  with  the  time  he  had  learned  from  the  wise  men. 17  Then  what  was spo ken 
 through Jer e mi ah  the proph et  was ful filled:
 18 A voice was heard in Ramah,
  weeping, and great mourning,
  Rachel weeping for her children;
  and she refused to be consoled,
  because they are no more.

19 Af er Her od  died,  an an gel  of  the  Lord ap peared  in  a  dream  to Jo seph  in  Egypt, 20 say ing, “ Get 
 up,  take  the  child  and  his moth er,  and  go  to  the  land  of Is ra el, be cause  those  who in tend ed  to 
 kill  the  child  are  dead.” 21  So  he  got  up,  took  the  child  and  his moth er,  and en tered  the  land  of 
Is ra el. 22  But  when  he  heard  that Ar che la us  was rul ing  over Ju dea  in  place  of  his fa ther Her od, 
 he  was  afraid  to  go  there.  And be ing  warned  in  a  dream,  he with drew  to  the re gion  of Gal i lee. 
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23  Then  he  went  and sett led  in  a  town  called Naz a reth  to ful fill  what  was spo ken  through  the 
proph ets,  that  he  would  be  called  a Naz a rene.

the childhood of jesus    lk 2:39-52

39  When  they  had com plet ed ev ery thing ac cord ing  to  the  law  of  the  Lord,  they re turned  to Gal
i lee,  to  their  own  town  of Naz a reth. 40  The  boy  grew  up  and be came  strong,  filled  with wis dom, 
 and  God’s  grace  was  on  him.

41 Ev ery  year  his par ents trav eled  to Je ru sa lem  for  the Pass over Fes ti val. 42  When  he  was 
 twelve  years  old,  they  went  up ac cord ing  to  the cus tom  of  the fes ti val. 43 Af er  those  days  were 
 over,  as  they  were re turn ing,  the  boy  Jesus  stayed be hind  in Je ru sa lem,  but  his par ents  did  not 
 know  it. 44 Assuming  he  was  in  the trav el ing par ty,  they  went  a  day’s jour ney.  Then  they be gan 
look ing  for  him  among  their rel a tives  and  friends. 45  When  they  did  not  find  him,  they re turned 
 to Je ru sa lem  to  search  for  him. 46 Af er  three  days,  they  found  him  in  the tem ple sitt ing  among 
 the teach ers, lis ten ing  to  them  and ask ing  them ques tions. 47  And  all  those  who  heard  him  were 
as tound ed  at  his un der stand ing  and  his an swers. 48  When  his par ents  saw  him,  they  were as
ton ished,  and  his moth er  said  to  him, “ Son,  why  have  you treat ed  us  like  this?  Your fa ther  and  I 
 have  been anx ious ly search ing  for  you.”

49 “ Why  were  you search ing  for  me? ”  he  asked  them. “ Didn’t  you  know  that  it  was nec es sary 
 for  me  to  be  in  my Fa ther’s  house? ” 50  But  they  did  not un der stand  what  he  said  to  them.

51  Then  he  went  down  with  them  and  came  to Naz a reth  and  was obe di ent  to  them.  His moth
er  kept  all  these  things  in  her  heart. 52  And  Jesus in creased  in wis dom  and stat ure,  and  in fa vor 
 with  God  and  with peo ple.

john the baptist prepares the Way mt 3:1-12 mk 1:2-8 lk 3:1-18 jn 1:19-28

1  In  those  days  John  the Bap tist  came, preach
ing  in  the wil der ness  of Ju dea 2  and say ing, 
“Re pent, be cause  the king dom  of heav en  has 
 come  near! ” 3  For  he  is  the  one spo ken  of 
 through  the proph et Isa iah,  who  said:
  A voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness:
  Prepare the way for the Lord;
  make his paths straight!

1  In  the fif eenth  year  of  the  reign  of Ti be ri us 
Cae sar,  while Pon tius Pi late  was gov er nor  of 
Ju dea, Her od  was te trarch  of Gal i lee,  his broth
er Phil ip te trarch  of  the re gion  of It u rea  and 
Trach o ni tis,  and Ly sa ni as te trarch  of Ab i le ne, 
2 dur ing  the  high priest hood  of An nas  and Cai a
phas,  God’s  word  came  to  John  the  son  of Zech
a ri ah  in  the wil der ness. 3  He  went  into  all  the 
vi cin i ty  of  the Jor dan, pro claim ing  a bap tism  of 

19  This  was  John’s tes ti mo ny  when  the  Jews 
 from Je ru sa lem  sent  priests  and Le vites  to  ask 
 him, “ Who  are  you? ”

20  He  didn’t  deny  it  but con fessed: “ I  am  not 
 the Mes si ah.”

21 “ What  then? ”  they  asked  him. “ Are  you 
Eli jah? ”

“ I  am  not,”  he  said.
“ Are  you  the Proph et? ”

The account of John the Baptist is a good example of how the four Gospel writ-
ers showcase their unique literary nuances, relative to their purpose and style, 
without compromising the historical core of the event. In all four Gospels, John 
is described in relation to both the OT Scriptures and to Jesus. He is, on the one 
hand, the forerunner of the Messiah as foretold by Isaiah (Is 40:3). On the other 
hand, he must defer to the emerging mission of Jesus defined as baptism by “fire.” 

It is where the Gospel writers diverge, however, that proves most helpful in 
filling in some of the historical and theological gaps for the reader. Mark, as is 
often the case, gives only the essential details. But a comparison of Matthew 

and Luke is quite insightful. Matthew singles out the Pharisees and Sadducees 
as the central recipients of Jesus’s scathing rebuke. These religious leaders will 
emerge as the antagonists as his story unfolds. Luke, though, applies Jesus’s 
rebuke more broadly to the “multitude.” Moreover, by highlighting John’s reply 
to the repeated question, “What then should we do?” from various groups, 
Luke shows a number of his own social concerns. John’s account has some af-
finities with Matthew in how he singles out the religious officials who will play 
a similar antagonistic role in his Gospel. Yet, in John, the discussion of the Bap-
tist’s identity is a response to the badgering inquisition of the religious leaders.
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re pen tance  for  the for give ness  of 
 sins, 4  as  it  is writt en  in  the  book 
 of  the  words  of  the proph et Isa iah:
  A voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness:
  Prepare the way for the Lord;
  make his paths straight!
 5 Every valley will be filled,
  and every mountain and hill 

will be made low;
  the crooked 

will become straight,
  the rough ways smooth,
 6 and everyone will see 

the salvation of God.

7  He  then  said  to  the  crowds  who 
 came  out  to  be bap tized  by  him, 
“ Brood  of vi pers!  Who  warned  you 
 to  flee  from  the com ing  wrath? 
8 There fore pro duce  fruit consis
tent  with re pen tance.  And  don’t 
 start say ing  to your selves, ‘ We  have 
Abra ham  as  our fa ther,’  for  I  tell 
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4  Now  John  had  a camelhair 
gar ment  with  a leath er  belt 
 around  his  waist,  and  his  food 
 was lo custs  and  wild hon ey. 
5  Then peo ple  from Je ru sa lem, 
 all Ju dea,  and  all  the vi cin i ty  of 
 the Jor dan  were go ing  out  to  him, 
6  and  they  were bap tized  by  him 
 in  the Jor dan Riv er, con fess ing 
 their  sins.

7  When  he  saw  many  of  the 
Phar i sees  and Sad du cees com ing 
 to  his bap tism,  he  said  to  them, 
“ Brood  of vi pers!  Who  warned 
 you  to  flee  from  the com ing 
 wrath? 8 There fore pro duce  fruit 
consistent  with re pen tance. 9  And 
 don’t pre sume  to  say  to your
selves, ‘ We  have Abra ham  as  our 
fa ther.’  For  I  tell  you  that  God  is 
 able  to  raise  up chil dren  for Abra
ham  from  these  stones. 10  The  ax 
 is al ready  at  the  root  of  the  trees. 
There fore, ev ery  tree  that  doesn’t 
pro duce  good  fruit  will  be  cut 
 down  and  thrown  into  the  fire.

11 “ I bap tize  you  with wa ter  for 
re pen tance,  but  the  one  who  is 
com ing af er  me  is  more pow er ful 
 than  I.  I  am  not wor thy  to re move 
 his san dals.  He him self  will bap
tize  you  with  the  Holy Spir it  and 
 fire. 12  His win now ing shov el  is 
 in  his  hand,  and  he  will  clear  his 
thresh ing  floor  and gath er  his 
 wheat  into  the  barn.  But  the  chaff 
 he  will  burn  with  fire  that nev er 
 goes  out.”

2  As  it  is writt en  in Isa iah  the 
proph et:
  See, I am sending 

my messenger ahead 
of you;

  he will prepare your way.
 3 A voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness:
  Prepare the way 

for the Lord;
  make his paths straight!
4  John  came bap tiz ing  in  the 
wil der ness  and pro claim ing  a 
bap tism  of re pen tance  for  the 
for give ness  of  sins. 5  The  whole 
Ju de an coun try side  and  all  the 
peo ple  of Je ru sa lem  were go ing 
 out  to  him,  and  they  were bap
tized  by  him  in  the Jor dan Riv er, 
con fess ing  their  sins. 6  John  wore 
 a camelhair gar ment  with  a 
leath er  belt  around  his  waist  and 
 ate lo custs  and  wild hon ey.

7  He pro claimed, “ One  who  is 
 more pow er ful  than  I  am  is com
ing af er  me.  I  am  not wor thy  to 
 stoop  down  and un tie  the  strap  of 
 his san dals. 8  I bap tize  you  with 
wa ter,  but  he  will bap tize  you 
 with  the  Holy Spir it.”

“ No,”  he an swered.
22 “ Who  are  you,  then? ”  they 

 asked. “ We  need  to  give  an an swer 
 to  those  who  sent  us.  What  can 
 you  tell  us  about your self? ”

23  He  said, “ I  am  a  voice  of  one 
cry ing  out  in  the wil der ness: 
 Make  straight  the  way  of  the  Lord  
—   just  as Isa iah  the proph et  said.”

24  Now  they  had  been  sent  from 
 the Phar i sees. 25  So  they  asked 
 him, “ Why  then  do  you bap tize  if 
 you  aren’t  the Mes si ah,  or Eli jah, 
 or  the Proph et? ”

26 “ I bap tize  with wa ter,”  John 
an swered  them. “Some one  stands 
 among  you,  but  you  don’t  know 
 him. 27  He  is  the  one com ing 
 af er  me,  whose san dal  strap  I’m 
 not wor thy  to un tie.” 28  All  this 
 hap pened  in Beth a ny  across  the 
Jor dan,  where  John  was bap tiz ing.

 you  that  God  is  able  to  raise  up chil dren  for Abra ham  from  these  stones. 
9  The  ax  is al ready  at  the  root  of  the  trees. There fore, ev ery  tree  that 
 doesn’t pro duce  good  fruit  will  be  cut  down  and  thrown  into  the  fire.”

10 “ What  then  should  we  do? ”  the  crowds  were ask ing  him.
11  He re plied  to  them, “ The  one  who  has  two shirts  must  share  with 

some one  who  has  none,  and  the  one  who  has  food  must  do  the  same.”
12  Tax col lec tors  also  came  to  be bap tized,  and  they  asked  him, 

“Teach er,  what  should  we  do? ”
13  He  told  them, “ Don’t col lect  any  more  than  what  you  have  been 

au tho rized.”
14  Some sol diers  also ques tioned  him, “ What  should  we  do? ”
 He  said  to  them, “ Don’t  take mon ey  from any one  by  force  or  false 

ac cu sa tion,  and  be sat is fied  with  your wag es.”
15  Now  the peo ple  were wait ing ex pec tant ly,  and  all  of  them  were 

ques tion ing  in  their  hearts wheth er  John  might  be  the Mes si ah. 16  John 
an swered  them  all, “ I bap tize  you  with wa ter,  but  one  who  is  more 
pow er ful  than  I  am  is com ing.  I  am  not wor thy  to un tie  the  strap  of  his 
san dals.  He  will bap tize  you  with  the  Holy Spir it  and  fire. 17  His win
now ing shov el  is  in  his  hand  to  clear  his thresh ing  floor  and gath er  the 
 wheat  into  his  barn,  but  the  chaff  he  will  burn  with  fire  that nev er  goes 
 out.” 18  Then,  along  with  many oth er ex hor ta tions,  he pro claimed  good 
 news  to  the peo ple.



matthew mark luke john

1 spalte
1 spalte

the prehistory and birth of christ 17

the baptism of jesus mt 3:13-17 mk 1:9-11 lk 3:21-22 jn 1:29-34

13 Then  Jesus  came  from Gali 
lee  to  John  at  the Jor dan,  to  be 
bap tized  by  him. 14  But  John  tried 
 to  stop  him, say ing, “ I  need  to 
 be bap tized  by  you,  and  yet  you 
 come  to  me? ”

15  Jesus an swered  him, “Al low 
 it  for  now, be cause  this  is  the  way 
 for  us  to ful fill  all righ teous ness.” 
 Then  John al lowed  him  to  be bap
tized.

16  When  Jesus  was bap tized, 
 he  went  up im me di ate ly  from 
 the wa ter.  The heav ens sud den ly 
 opened  for  him,  and  he  saw  the 
Spir it  of  God de scend ing  like  a 
 dove  and com ing  down  on  him. 
17  And  a  voice  from heav en  said: 
“ This  is  my be loved  Son,  with 
 whom  I  am wellpleased.”

21 When  all  the peo ple  were bap
tized,  Jesus  also  was bap tized.  As 
 he  was pray ing, heav en  opened, 
22  and  the  Holy Spir it de scend ed 
 on  him  in  a phys i cal ap pear ance 
 like  a  dove.  And  a  voice  came 
 from heav en: “ You  are  my be loved 
 Son;  with  you  I  am wellpleased.”

29 The  next  day  John  saw  Jesus 
com ing to ward  him  and  said, 
“ Here  is  the  Lamb  of  God,  who 
 takes  away  the  sin  of  the  world! 
30  This  is  the  one  I  told  you  about: 
‘Af er  me  comes  a  man  who  ranks 
 ahead  of  me, be cause  he ex ist ed 
be fore  me.’ 31  I  didn’t  know  him, 
 but  I  came bap tiz ing  with wa ter 
 so  he  might  be re vealed  to Is ra el.” 
32  And  John tes ti fied, “ I  saw  the 
Spir it de scend ing  from heav en 
 like  a  dove,  and  he rest ed  on  him. 
33  I  didn’t  know  him,  but  he  who 
 sent  me  to bap tize  with wa ter  told 
 me, ‘ The  one  you  see  the Spir it 
de scend ing  and rest ing  on  —   he 
 is  the  one  who baptizes  with  the 
 Holy Spir it.’ 34  I  have  seen  and tes
ti fied  that  this  is  the  Son  of  God.”

the temptation of jesus  mt 4:1-11 mk 1:12-13 lk 4:1-13

There is little divergence among the Gospel writers regarding Jesus’s baptism, 
especially in the Synoptic Gospels (i.e., Matthew, Mark, and Luke) and their 
unanimous testimony about the voice from heaven that affirms Jesus as “my 
beloved Son.” Nevertheless, some peculiarities war rant comment. Matthew, 
for example, highlights the important shift from John’s role to Jesus’s mis-
sion, a transition that will “fulfill all righteousness.” This is the first of seven 

distinctive uses of the term “righteousness” in Matthew that highlights the 
author’s burden to show Jesus’s conformity to a moral norm, namely the Jew-
ish law. John’s account of Jesus’s baptism is also unique, yet it fits his primary 
intent to “testify” to the truthfulness of Jesus’s identity, a governing purpose 
made explicit at the end of his Gospel (cf. 21:24). 

Mark’s account of the temptation of Jesus offers, once again, only the bare 
essentials of the event. Matthew and Luke, however, are more expansive. 
A comparison of the two reveals a discrepancy related to the order of the 
three temptations. The last two temptations are reversed: Matthew = bread 
→ temple → mountain; Luke = bread → mountain → temple. The simplest 
explanation is that Matthew’s order is chronological and Luke’s is themat-
ic. As such, Luke preferred to end his account with the temple scene given 
the significance of the temple for his unfolding story of Jesus’s mission. Yet 

the acceptability of this explanation rests upon one’s ability to distinguish 
between strict chronology and historicity. In other words, the historical ac-
curacy of an account is not necessarily compromised if the events are pre-
sented in a different chronological order. Both authors, it should be noted, 
are driven primarily by thematic concerns. The original chronology, it seems, 
fits Matthew’s literary and theological purposes. Yet Luke deviates from strict 
chronology to make a theological point, but he retains the historical core of 
the event.

9  In  those  days  Jesus  came  from 
Naz a reth  in Gal i lee  and  was bap
tized  in  the Jor dan  by  John. 10  As 
 soon  as  he  came  up  out  of  the 
wa ter,  he  saw  the heav ens be ing 
 torn  open  and  the Spir it de scend
ing  on  him  like  a  dove. 11  And  a 
 voice  came  from heav en: “ You  are 
 my be loved  Son;  with  you  I  am 
wellpleased.”

12 Im me di ate ly  the Spir it  drove  him  into  the 
wil der ness. 13  He  was  in  the wil der ness for ty 
 days, be ing tempt ed  by Sa tan.  He  was  with  the 
 wild an i mals,  and  the an gels  were serv ing  him.

1 Then  Jesus  lef  the Jor dan,  full  of  the  Holy 
Spir it,  and  was  led  by  the Spir it  in  the wil der
ness 2  for for ty  days  to  be tempt ed  by  the dev il. 
 He  ate noth ing dur ing  those  days,  and  when 

1 Then  Jesus  was  led  up  by  the Spir it  into  the 
wil der ness  to  be tempt ed  by  the dev il. 2 Af er 
 he  had fast ed for ty  days  and for ty  nights,  he 
 was hun gry. 3  Then  the tempt er ap proached 
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 they  were  over,  he  was hun gry. 3  The dev il  said  to  him, “ If  you  are  the 
 Son  of  God,  tell  this  stone  to be come  bread.”

4  But  Jesus an swered  him, “ It  is writt en:  Man  must  not  live  on  bread 
 alone.”

5  So  he  took  him  up  and  showed  him  all  the king doms  of  the  world  in 
 a mo ment  of  time. 6  The dev il  said  to  him, “ I  will  give  you  their splen dor 
 and  all  this au thor i ty, be cause  it  has  been giv en  over  to  me,  and  I  can 
 give  it  to any one  I  want. 7  If  you,  then,  will wor ship  me,  all  will  be  yours.”

8  And  Jesus an swered  him, “ It  is writt en: Wor ship  the  Lord  your 
 God,  and  serve  him  only.”

9  So  he  took  him  to Je ru sa lem,  had  him  stand  on  the pinnacle  of  the 
tem ple,  and  said  to  him, “ If  you  are  the  Son  of  God,  throw your self 
 down  from  here. 10  For  it  is writt en:
  He will give his angels orders concerning you,
  to protect you, 11 and
  they will support you with their hands,
  so that you will not strike
  your foot against a stone.”

12  And  Jesus an swered  him, “ It  is  said:  Do  not  test  the  Lord  your  God.”
13 Af er  the dev il  had fin ished ev ery temp ta tion,  he de part ed  from 

 him  for  a  time.

 him  and  said, “ If  you  are  the  Son  of  God,  tell  these  stones  to be come 
 bread.”

4  He an swered, “ It  is writt en:  Man  must  not  live  on  bread  alone  but 
 on ev ery  word  that  comes  from  the  mouth  of  God.”

5  Then  the dev il  took  him  to  the  holy  city,  had  him  stand  on  the pin
nacle  of  the tem ple, 6  and  said  to  him, “ If  you  are  the  Son  of  God,  throw 
your self  down.  For  it  is writt en:
  He will give his angels orders concerning you,
  and they will support you with their hands
  so that you will not strike
  your foot against a stone.”

7  Jesus  told  him, “ It  is  also writt en:  Do  not  test  the  Lord  your  God.”
8  Again,  the dev il  took  him  to  a  very  high moun tain  and  showed  him 

 all  the king doms  of  the  world  and  their splen dor. 9  And  he  said  to  him, 
“ I  will  give  you  all  these  things  if  you  will  fall  down  and wor ship  me.”

10  Then  Jesus  told  him, “ Go  away, Sa tan!  For  it  is writt en: Wor ship 
 the  Lord  your  God,  and  serve  only  him.”

11  Then  the dev il  lef  him,  and an gels  came  and be gan  to  serve  him.


