
MaTTheW
Author. Nowhere is the author named within the first Gospel. There is however, a long tradition 
that has assigned it to Matthew. Little is known about Matthew except that he was a tax collec-
tor. As such he would have been bitterly hated by the general populace in Israel, because tax 
collectors worked for Rome and made their living by charging above and beyond what Rome 
required. Matthew the tax collector stands in contrast to the poor and middle-class fishermen 
who composed the main body of the disciples.
    
Date. When Matthew was written is uncertain, but likely between AD 50 and 70.
 
Theme. Jesus is the long-promised Messiah and authoritative teacher.
 
Historical Background. The first three Gospels are quite similar, agreeing in much of the materi-
al they include. They are typically referred to as the Synoptic Gospels because of their similari-
ties in wording and order. Synoptic is based on a Greek word that means “seen together”; these 
Gospels can be placed parallel to one another in order to see their similarities. Many scholars 
believe that Matthew and Luke used Mark as their primary source in compiling their writings. 
About 97 percent of the material in Mark is paralleled in Matthew. These similarities, however, do 
not mean that the Gospels are merely restatements of one other. Matthew adds many teaching 
sections and other details not found in Mark. Matthew seems to direct his material toward a 
Jewish readership as he cites numerous Old Testament prophecies fulfilled in Jesus’s life and 
ministry. His purpose was to show that Jesus is the promised Son of David, the Messiah, who 
had come to establish the kingdom of God.
 
Characteristics. Matthew is the most Jewish of all the Gospels. It was written by a Jew to other 
Jews to convince them that Jesus was, indeed, the Messiah foretold by Old Testament Scripture. 
Thus, the author cites numerous Old Testament prophecies, which were fulfilled by Jesus. He 
uses the phrase, “All this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet” 
some sixteen times.

Yet one of the most interesting features of Matthew is that, although he is Jewish in his con-
cerns, in his book we discover the universal nature of the gospel—that it is for all the peoples 
of the world. This emphasis emerges right at the beginning when the Gentile magi bring gifts 
to the child Jesus, and it runs through to the end when Jesus sends his followers out to “make 
disciples of all nations.”

Other features include references to the church (this is the only Gospel to use the word 
“church”) and references about the end times—the second coming of Jesus, the end of the 
world, and the final judgment.
 
Structure. Matthew is the most orderly in structure of the four Gospel accounts. After an intro-
ductory section, the material is organized into five blocks of narrative alternated with five blocks 
of discourse or teaching. We can see that this is not an accidental arrangement, because Matthew 
ends each teaching section with a similar statement (compare 7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; and 26:1).
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The opening chapter of Matthew is filled primarily with the historical 
record of Jesus’s family. This was important because Matthew was written 
primarily to a Jewish audience as proof that Jesus is the Messiah. 

The GenealoGy of Jesus chrisT

1  An ac count  of  the ge ne al o gy  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of Da vid,  the  Son  of 
Abra ham:

froM abrahaM To DaviD
 2 Abraham fathered a Isaac,
  Isaac fathered Jacob,
  Jacob fathered Judah and his brothers,
 3 Judah fathered Perez and Zerah by Tamar,
  Perez fathered Hezron,
  Hezron fathered Aram,
 4 Aram fathered Amminadab,
  Amminadab fathered Nahshon,
  Nahshon fathered Salmon,
 5 Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab,
  Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth,
  Obed fathered Jesse,
 6 and Jesse fathered King David.

froM DaviD To The babylonian exile
  David fathered Solomon b by Uriah’s wife,
 7 Solomon fathered Rehoboam,
  Rehoboam fathered Abijah,
  Abijah fathered Asa, c

 8 Asa c fathered Jehoshaphat,
  Jehoshaphat fathered Joram, d

  Joram fathered Uzziah,
 9 Uzziah fathered Jotham,
  Jotham fathered Ahaz,
  Ahaz fathered Hezekiah,
 10 Hezekiah fathered Manasseh,
  Manasseh fathered Amon, e

  Amon fathered Josiah,

 ■ Chapter 1
open: How far back 
can you trace your 
family tree? 

Consider (vv. 1-17): 
What names do you 
recognize from this 
genealogy? Which 
names surprise you 
from these verses? 
Why? Why is it signif-
icant that Matthew 
traced Jesus’s lineage 
back to Abraham? 

Consider (vv. 6-7): 
Why is it significant 
that David and Solo-
mon were ancestors 
of Jesus? 

a 1:2 In vv. 2-16 either a son, as here, or a later descendant, as in v. 8   b 1:6 Other mss add King   c 1:7,8 Other mss read Asaph   d 1:8 = Jehoram   
e 1:10 Other mss read Amos   

• 1:1 an aCCount of the gene-
alogy. It seems curious to the 
modern reader that Matthew 
would begin his Gospel with 
a long list of names. However, 
this makes perfect sense giv-
en the fact he was writing to 
a Jewish audience. There was 
a great interest in genealogy 
on the part of the Jews, as the 
many genealogies in the OT 
demonstrate (Gn 5; 10; 11:10-
32). Jesus Christ. This became 
almost the proper name for the 
Lord, but it is literally, “Jesus 
the Messiah,” i.e., the Anointed 
One. “Christ” is the Greek term 

for “Messiah.” son of david. 
David was the king of Israel 
from whom the Messiah would 
come. That Jesus was, indeed, 
David’s son was a fact of great 
significance for Matthew (12:23; 
15:22; 20:30-31; 21:9,15) as well 
as for the early church (Ac 2:29-
36; Rm 1:3; 2Tm 2:8; Rv 22:16). 
son of abrahaM. Abraham was 
the father of the race. By tracing 
the line of Jesus back to Abra-
ham, Matthew was indicating 
that Jesus was a true Jew.
1:3-6 Four women are men-
tioned in these verses (Tamar, 
Rahab, Ruth, and Uriah’s wife). 

It is surprising that women are 
mentioned at all in the geneal-
ogy since a man’s line was nev-
er traced through his mother. 
All four were non-Jews, and in 
each case, there was something 
suspect about them and their 
marriage. They are an unlikely 
group of women to be named 
as part of the line of the Messiah. 
However, they draw attention to 
the fact that God works in un-
usual ways. taMar. Tamar was 
a Canaanite who tricked Judah, 
her father-in-law, into sleeping 
with her. From this union came 
the twins, Perez and Zerah (Gn 

38). rahab. She was a prostitute 
who assisted Joshua’s spies 
when they were in Jericho (Jos 
2:1-21). ruth. A Moabitess who 
married a Jew by the name of 
Boaz. She is included in the roy-
al line although Dt 23:3 forbids 
any Moabite from entering “the 
Lord’s assembly.” uriah’s wife. 
David seduced Bathsheba, the 
eventual mother of Solomon, 
and got her pregnant. He then 
caused her husband Uriah to 
be killed in battle (2Sm 11–12). 
Bathsheba may have been an Is-
raelite, though she was married 
to a Hittite.
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 11 and Josiah fathered Jeconiah and his brothers
  at the time of the exile to Babylon.

froM The exile To The chrisT
 12 After the exile to Babylon
  Jeconiah fathered Shealtiel,
  Shealtiel fathered Zerubbabel,
 13 Zerubbabel fathered Abiud,
  Abiud fathered Eliakim,
  Eliakim fathered Azor,
 14 Azor fathered Zadok,
  Zadok fathered Achim,
  Achim fathered Eliud,
 15 Eliud fathered Eleazar,
  Eleazar fathered Matthan,
  Matthan fathered Jacob,
 16 and Jacob fathered Joseph the husband of Mary,
  who gave birth to Jesus who is called the Christ.

17  So  all  the gen er a tions  from Abra ham  to Da vid  were four teen gen er a tions; 
 and  from Da vid un til  the ex ile  to Bab ylon, four teen gen er a tions;  and  from  the 
ex ile  to Bab ylon un til  the  Christ, four teen gen er a tions.

The naTiviTy of The chrisT
18  The  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  came  about  this  way: Af ter  his moth er  Mary  had 
 been en gaged a  to Jo seph,  it  was dis cov ered be fore  they  came to geth er  that 
 she  was preg nant  from  the  Holy Spir it. 19  So  her hus band Jo seph, be ing  a 
righ teous  man,  and  not want ing  to dis grace  her pub lic ly, de cid ed  to di vorce 
 her se cret ly.

20  But af ter  he  had con sid ered  these  things,  an an gel  of  the  Lord ap peared 
 to  him  in  a  dream, say ing, “Jo seph,  son  of Da vid,  don’t  be  afraid  to  take  Mary 
 as  your  wife, be cause  what  has  been con ceived  in  her  is  from  the  Holy Spir it. 
21  She  will  give  birth  to  a  son,  and  you  are  to  name  him  Jesus, be cause  he  will 
 save  his peo ple  from  their  sins.”

a 1:18 Or betrothed

1:18-25 Matthew and Luke record 
different aspects of the birth of 
Jesus. The role of the Holy Spir-
it in Mary’s pregnancy and the 
relationship between Mary and 
Joseph are the only facts they 
share in common. Matthew 
does not actually describe the 
birth of Jesus but concentrates 
on its circumstances and signif-
icance. While Mary is the dom-
inant person in Luke, Matthew 
focuses on Joseph, perhaps 
to establish Jesus’s legal con-
nection to Joseph in order to 
counter charges of Jesus being 
an illegitimate child.
1:18 engaged. A first-century 
Jewish marriage had three parts 
to it: the engagement (which of-
ten took place when the couple 
were children and which was 
usually arranged by a marriage 

broker); the betrothal (a one-
year period in which the couple 
were considered virtually “mar-
ried,” though they did not have 
sexual relations); and the mar-
riage. Mary and Joseph were at 
the second stage in their rela-
tionship. she was pregnant. 
The penalty in the OT for sleep-
ing with a woman betrothed to 
another was death by stoning 
for both parties (Dt 22:23-24). By 
this time, however, the break-
ing of the engagement was the 
course that was followed. the 
holy spirit. Both Matthew and 
Luke make it quite clear that 
the agent in Jesus’s birth was 
the Holy Spirit (Lk 1:35).
1:19 her husband. According to 
the law, Joseph was required to 
break off his relationship with 
Mary (Dt 24:1). However, out of 

compassion for her he decided 
not to do this publicly. Although 
the marriage had not yet taken 
place, a betrothed couple were 
considered to be husband and 
wife. divorCe. During betrothal, 
a divorce was required should 
either party wish to terminate 
the relationship. seCretly. To 
break off his engagement pri-
vately, he would have needed 
only two witnesses.
1:20 a dreaM. Dreams were 
often the means by which God 
revealed himself to people. Mat-
thew records four other occa-
sions when dreams were crucial 
during the birth and childhood 
of Jesus (2:12-13,19,22). son of 
david. The crucial link between 
Joseph and David is made quite 
clear by the angel. taKe Mary 
as your wife. The marriage 

was completed when the hus-
band took his betrothed from 
her parents’ home, where she 
lived during the betrothal, to his 
own home.
1:21 you are to naMe hiM. It was 
necessary for Joseph to name 
Jesus and thus, formally accept 
him as his son. Jesus. A com-
mon name. It is the Greek form 
of the Hebrew name “Joshua” 
which meant “God is salvation.” 
His name defines his mission. 
he will save his people froM 
their sins. It will not be his goal 
to establish a Jewish state in 
what was then Roman territory. 
Jesus did not come to be a war-
rior-messiah who would engage 
in battle against the oppressors 
of Israel; he would bring libera-
tion from a far deeper problem, 
namely sin.
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22  Now  all  this  took  place  to ful fill  what  was spo ken  by  the  Lord  through 
 the proph et:
 23 See, the virgin will become pregnant
  and give birth to a son,
  and they will name him Immanuel, a

 which  is trans lat ed “ God  is  with  us.”
24  When Jo seph  woke  up,  he  did  as  the  Lord’s an gel  had com mand ed  him.  He 

mar ried  her 25  but  did  not  have sex u al re la tions  with  her un til  she  gave  birth 
 to  a  son. b  And  he  named  him  Jesus.

Matthew did not record much detail about the historical moment of 
Jesus’s birth, but he did provide important context for what happened 
next. Specifically, Jesus’s birth created a major impact in Bethlehem, in 
Jerusalem, and throughout the ancient world. 

Wise Men visiT The kinG

2 Af ter  Jesus  was  born  in Beth le hem  of Ju dea  in  the  days  of  King Her od, 
 wise  men  from  the  east ar rived  in Je ru sa lem, 2 say ing, “ Where  is  he  who 

 has  been  born  king  of  the  Jews?  For  we  saw  his  star  at  its ris ing  and  have  come 
 to wor ship  him.” c

3  When  King Her od  heard  this,  he  was deep ly dis turbed,  and  all Je ru sa lem 
 with  him. 4  So  he as sem bled  all  the  chief  priests  and  scribes  of  the peo ple  and 
 asked  them  where  the  Christ  would  be  born.

5 “ In Beth le hem  of Ju dea,”  they  told  him, “be cause  this  is  what  was writ ten 
 by  the proph et:
 6 And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah:
  Because out of you will come a ruler
  who will shepherd my people Israel.” d

7  Then Her od se cret ly sum moned  the  wise  men  and  asked  them  the ex act 
 time  the  star ap peared. 8  He  sent  them  to Beth le hem  and  said, “ Go  and  search 
care ful ly  for  the  child.  When  you  find  him, re port  back  to  me  so  that  I  too  can 
 go  and wor ship  him.” e

9 Af ter hear ing  the  king,  they  went  on  their  way.  And  there  it  was  —   the 
 star  they  had  seen  at  its ris ing.  It  led  them un til  it  came  and  stopped  above  the 
 place  where  the  child  was. 10  When  they  saw  the  star,  they  were over whelmed 
 with  joy. 11 En ter ing  the  house,  they  saw  the  child  with  Mary  his moth er,  and 
fall ing  to  their  knees,  they wor shiped  him. f  Then  they  opened  their trea sures 

Consider (v. 23): How 
have you experienced 
God being “with” you 
throughout your life? 

apply: When did Jesus 
become more than 
just a name to you? 
Where is God currently 
asking you to trust him 
and obey, even when 
you don’t understand?

for groups (vv. 1-17): 
Give group members 
a chance to express 
themselves artistically 
by passing out paper 
and colored pencils. 
Encourage everyone 
to create a family crest 
they think suits their 
family’s history. Allow 
volunteers to share 
what they created. 

dig deeper (vv. 3-6): 
The two women 
in these verses are 
especially interesting 
as ancestors of Jesus. 
Read Genesis 38:1-30 
to learn more about 
Tamar. Read Joshua 
2:1-21 to learn more 
about Rahab. What 
can we learn about 
Jesus from the stories 
of these women? 

 ■ Chapter 2
open: What is the first 
thing that comes to 
mind when you hear 
the word “Christmas”?
 
Consider (vv. 3-8): 
Why would Herod be 
“disturbed” by this 
news? Why “all Jerusa-
lem with him”? Why is 
it significant that Micah 
prophesied the place of 
Jesus’s birth? (Mc 5:2.)

a 1:23 Is 7:14   b 1:25 Other mss read to her firstborn son   c 2:2 Or to pay him homage   d 2:6 Mc 5:2   e 2:8 Or and pay him homage   f 2:11 Or they 
paid him homage   

• 2:1-12 Only Matthew tells this 
story, which anticipates how 
the official leaders of Israel 
(“Herod . . . and all Jerusalem”; 
v. 3) will reject Jesus as the Mes-
siah, while Gentiles (the magi) 
will honor him.
2:1 King herod. Herod the 
Great was a shrewd but cruel 
monarch who was appointed 
by Rome to rule over Palestine. 
His reign lasted from 40 to 4 BC. 
wise Men. These were astrolo-

gers who probably came from 
Babylon.
2:2 at its rising. An allusion to 
Nm 24:17. worship. In this con-
text, “worship” implies paying 
homage.
2:8 worship hiM. This was a 
cynical statement on the part 
of Herod, which contrasts with 
the genuine worship of the 
magi (v. 11). By allowing the 
magi to search for the child, 
he had a better chance of find-

ing him than if he were to send 
troops.
2:11 falling to their Knees, 
they worshiped hiM. The first 
people to worship Jesus in Mat-
thew’s account were Gentiles, 
hinting at the fact that Jesus has 
come not just for the Jews but 
for all nations. The Jewish lead-
ers knew where the child was to 
be found (vv. 4-5), but they had 
not bothered to search him out 
even though Bethlehem is less 

than ten miles away. present-
ed hiM with gifts. The giving of 
gifts signified allegiance. gold. 
A metal of great value, the cur-
rency of kings. franKinCense. 
A sweet-smelling gum that was 
burned during worship. Myrrh. 
Another gum used as a perfume 
and as medicine. It was also used 
to embalm bodies. Taken togeth-
er, the gifts represent the identity 
of Jesus as the royal Son of God 
who gave his life for his people.
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 and pre sent ed  him  with  gifts:  gold, frank in cense,  and  myrrh. 12  And be ing 
 warned  in  a  dream  not  to  go  back  to Her od,  they re turned  to  their  own coun-
try  by an oth er  route.

The fliGhT inTo eGypT
13 Af ter  they  were  gone,  an an gel  of  the  Lord ap peared  to Jo seph  in  a  dream, 
say ing, “ Get  up!  Take  the  child  and  his moth er,  flee  to  Egypt,  and  stay  there un-
til  I  tell  you.  For Her od  is  about  to  search  for  the  child  to  kill  him.” 14  So  he  got 
 up,  took  the  child  and  his moth er dur ing  the  night,  and es caped  to  Egypt. 15  He 
 stayed  there un til Her od’s  death,  so  that  what  was spo ken  by  the  Lord  through 
 the proph et  might  be ful filled:  Out  of  Egypt  I  called  my  Son. a

The Massacre of The innocenTs
16  Then Her od,  when  he re al ized  that  he  had  been out wit ted  by  the  wise  men, 
 flew  into  a  rage.  He  gave or ders  to mas sa cre  all  the  boys  in  and  around Beth-
le hem  who  were  two  years  old  and un der,  in keep ing  with  the  time  he  had 
 learned  from  the  wise  men. 17  Then  what  was spo ken  through Jer e mi ah  the 
proph et  was ful filled:
 18 A voice was heard in Ramah,
  weeping, b and great mourning,
  Rachel weeping for her children;
  and she refused to be consoled,
  because they are no more. c

The reTurn To nazareTh
19 Af ter Her od  died,  an an gel  of  the  Lord ap peared  in  a  dream  to Jo seph  in  Egypt, 
20 say ing, “ Get  up,  take  the  child  and  his moth er,  and  go  to  the  land  of Is ra el, 
be cause  those  who in tend ed  to  kill  the  child  are  dead.” 21  So  he  got  up,  took  the 
 child  and  his moth er,  and en tered  the  land  of Is ra el. 22  But  when  he  heard  that 
Ar che la us  was rul ing  over Ju dea  in  place  of  his fa ther Her od,  he  was  afraid  to 
 go  there.  And be ing  warned  in  a  dream,  he with drew  to  the re gion  of Gal i lee. 
23  Then  he  went  and set tled  in  a  town  called Naz a reth  to ful fill  what  was spo ken 
 through  the proph ets,  that  he  would  be  called  a Naz a rene.

Consider (vv. 9-12): 
What can we learn 
from the fact that God 
used the wise men’s 
practice of astrology 
to lead them to Jesus? 
What can we learn 
from God’s use of pa-
gan priests to supply 
the financial needs of 
Jesus’s family? 

Consider (vv. 13-18): 
How do these verses 
reflect God’s sover-
eignty? What was 
Matthew’s purpose in 
continually connect-
ing Jesus’s story with 
prophecies from the 
Old Testament? 

Consider (vv. 19-23): 
How did Jesus’s jour-
ney as a child parallel 
that of the Jews as a 
people?

apply: How has your 
life been impacted by 
the events described 
in this chapter? What 
aspects of your life or 
lifestyle is God asking 
you to change? 
 
dig deeper (vv. 1-2): 
Read Genesis 12:1-3 
to learn about God’s 
promise to Jesus’s 
ancestor Abraham. 
How does the appear-
ance of these “wise 
men from the east” 
represent a partial 
fulfillment of that 
promise?  

a 2:15 Hs 11:1   b 2:18 Other mss read Ramah, lamentation, and weeping,   c 2:18 Jr 31:15

2:12-13 a dreaM .  .  . a dreaM. 
God reveals his will twice more 
in a dream, for a total of three 
times in this narrative.
2:13 flee. Once he knew he 
had been tricked, Herod would 
search for the child and would 
have found him had he re-
mained in Bethlehem. egypt. 
There were large colonies of 
Jews in Egypt, and it would 
have been easy for Mary, Jo-
seph, and the child to lose 
themselves.

2:15 until herod’s death. 
Herod died in 4 BC. Thus, Jesus 
was actually born a few years 
before the year later (mis)cal-
culated as the beginning of the 
Christian era. Might be ful-
filled. Again Matthew connects 
an event in Jesus’s life to a pro-
phetic statement. This time the 
reference is to Hs 11:1.
2:16 two years old. This in-
dicates that some time had 
elapsed since Jesus’s actual 
birth. That Herod was capable 

of killing children is testified to 
by what he did before his death. 
He arrested a number of lead-
ing people to be executed at the 
time of his death to assure that 
there would be genuine mourn-
ing when he died.
2:22 arChelaus. When Herod 
died, his kingdom was divid-
ed into three parts. His eldest 
son, Archelaus, ruled as gov-
ernor of Judah, Idumea, and 
Samaria. Archelaus was never 
confirmed in this post by the 

emperor Augustus. However, 
since he proved himself to be 
cruel and incompetent, he was 
removed.
2:23 he would be Called a naz-
arene. There is no such quote 
in the OT. Matthew may have 
been using a play on words to 
describe Jesus with Hebrew 
words in the OT, which sound 
like “Nazarene.” For example, 
a “Nazarite” was someone 
wholly dedicated to God (Jdg 
13:5-7).
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John the Baptist was an important figure in Jerusalem and its surrounding 
areas prior to the public ministry of Jesus. In this chapter, John fulfilled his 
prophetic role of preparing the way for the Messiah. 

The heralD of The chrisT

3  In  those  days  John  the Bap tist  came, preach ing  in  the wil der ness  of Ju dea 
2  and say ing, “Re pent, be cause  the king dom  of heav en  has  come  near! ” 

3  For  he  is  the  one spo ken  of  through  the proph et Isa iah,  who  said:
  A voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
  Prepare the way for the Lord;
  make his paths straight! a

4  Now  John  had  a camel-hair gar ment  with  a leath er  belt  around  his  waist, 
 and  his  food  was lo custs  and  wild hon ey. 5  Then peo ple  from Je ru sa lem,  all 
Ju dea,  and  all  the vi cin i ty  of  the Jor dan  were go ing  out  to  him, 6  and  they  were 
bap tized  by  him  in  the Jor dan Riv er, con fess ing  their  sins.

7  When  he  saw  many  of  the Phar i sees  and Sad du cees com ing  to  his bap tism, 
 he  said  to  them, “ Brood  of vi pers!  Who  warned  you  to  flee  from  the com ing 
 wrath? 8 There fore pro duce  fruit consistent  with b re pen tance. 9  And  don’t 
pre sume  to  say  to your selves, ‘ We  have Abra ham  as  our fa ther.’  For  I  tell  you 
 that  God  is  able  to  raise  up chil dren  for Abra ham  from  these  stones. 10  The  ax 
 is al ready  at  the  root  of  the  trees. There fore, ev ery  tree  that  doesn’t pro duce 
 good  fruit  will  be  cut  down  and  thrown  into  the  fire.

11 “ I bap tize  you  with c wa ter  for re pen tance,  but  the  one  who  is com ing af ter 
 me  is  more pow er ful  than  I.  I  am  not wor thy  to re move d  his san dals.  He him self 
 will bap tize  you  with  the  Holy Spir it  and  fire. 12  His win now ing shov el  is  in  his 
 hand,  and  he  will  clear  his thresh ing  floor  and gath er  his  wheat  into  the  barn. 
 But  the  chaff  he  will  burn  with  fire  that nev er  goes  out.”

The bapTisM of Jesus
13  Then  Jesus  came  from Gal i lee  to  John  at  the Jor dan,  to  be bap tized  by  him. 
14  But  John  tried  to  stop  him, say ing, “ I  need  to  be bap tized  by  you,  and  yet  you 
 come  to  me? ”

 ■ Chapter 3
open: What’s the 
strangest food you 
enjoy eating?  
 
Consider (vv. 1-3): 
What does it mean 
to “repent”? How 
would you explain the 
“kingdom of heaven” 
to someone who has 
never heard of it?

Consider (vv. 4-12): 
What was the primary 
theme or purpose of 
John’s ministry? What 
are the key images 
John used in these 
verses? What do they 
communicate? What 
did John teach about 
the coming Messiah?

Consider (vv. 13-17):  
Why was this a 
significant moment in 
Jesus’s life and minis-
try? What role should 
baptism play in the 
church today? 

apply: Where do 
you see a need to 
confront hypocrisy 
or ignorance within 
the church today? Are 
you following God’s 
will when it comes to 
baptism? Explain. 

a 3:3 Is 40:3   b 3:8 Lit fruit worthy of   c 3:11 Or in   d 3:11 Or to carry

• 3:1 John the baptist. There 
is a gap of some twenty-five to 
thirty years between the events 
in chaps. 1–2 and the start of 
Jesus’s ministry. John the Bap-
tist was an extremely popular 
figure whose influence spread 
from Alexandria in Egypt to 
Asia Minor. the wilderness of 
Judea. This was a desolate and 
blistering hot place, consisting 
of jagged limestone precipices 
and sparse vegetation.
3:2 KingdoM of heaven. Pious 
Jews did not mention God’s 
name. To speak of God they 
referred to his abode—heaven. 
Most believe this phrase means 
the same thing as does the 
phrase “kingdom of God” in Mark 
(Mk 1:15). It refers to the messi-
anic age in which God will reign.
3:3 prepare the way. This is a 

quotation from Is 40:3. The Jews 
expected that an Elijah-like fig-
ure would precede the Messiah 
and announce his coming (17:3; 
Mal 3:1; 4:5). This “voice” who 
would pave the way for the Lord 
was John the Baptist. Ancient 
roads were notoriously bad. 
The only time they tended to 
be smoothed out was in prepa-
ration for a royal visit.
3:4 loCusts and wild honey. 
This description is similar to 
that of OT prophets, in partic-
ular, Elijah (2Kg 1:8; Zch 13:4). 
The locusts John ate could have 
been either an insect (Lv 11:22-
23) or a kind of bean from the 
locust tree. Honey could refer 
either to what bees produce or 
to the sap of a certain tree. In 
either case, this was the food 
eaten by the poorest of people.

3:6 baptized. The Jewish sect 
at Qumran practiced frequent 
baptism as a cleansing from sin. 
Also, when Gentiles converted 
to Judaism, they were required 
to bathe in a river as part of the 
ceremony. This signified that 
their sins had been washed 
away. John’s call to baptism 
was a radical act because it was 
performed on Jews.
3:7 pharisees. The Pharisees 
were a small (about six thou-
sand members) but powerful 
religious sect of laymen who 
devoted their time, energy, and 
money to a strict observance of 
the religious law.
3:9 abrahaM as our father. 
John warns that they cannot 
retreat into an easy assump-
tion that just because they 
are members of God’s chosen 

race, they will be spared judg-
ment.
3:11 i aM not worthy to re-
Move his sandals. This would 
be the task of a slave. fire. Fire 
is a symbol of judgment, which 
Matthew uses a number of times 
(5:22; 7:19; 13:40,42; 18:8; 25:41).
3:12 gather his wheat. In 
the harvesting of wheat, after  
the grain is separated from the 
straw, the mixture is tossed up 
in the air. The heavier kernels 
fall to the ground while the 
straw and chaff blow away to be 
burned. This is an image of the 
judgment that will take place at 
the return of Jesus.
3:13 baptized. By allowing him-
self to be baptized, Jesus identi-
fies with the people of Israel and 
with their sin (though he him-
self was without sin; 1Pt 2:22).
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15  Jesus an swered  him, “Al low  it  for  now, be cause  this  is  the  way  for  us  to 
ful fill  all righ teous ness.”  Then  John al lowed  him  to  be bap tized.

16  When  Jesus  was bap tized,  he  went  up im me di ate ly  from  the wa ter.  The 
heav ens sud den ly  opened  for  him, a  and  he  saw  the Spir it  of  God de scend ing 
 like  a  dove  and com ing  down  on  him. 17  And  a  voice  from heav en  said: “ This  is 
 my be loved  Son,  with  whom  I  am well-pleased.”

Jesus’s baptism was an important spiritual moment in which he was 
affirmed by God the Father and the Holy Spirit. Immediately after 
that moment, Jesus experienced an extended period of testing in the 
wilderness before launching his public ministry.

The TeMpTaTion of Jesus

4  Then  Jesus  was  led  up  by  the Spir it  into  the wil der ness  to  be tempt ed  by 
 the dev il. 2 Af ter  he  had fast ed for ty  days  and for ty  nights,  he  was hun gry. 

3  Then  the tempt er ap proached  him  and  said, “ If  you  are  the  Son  of  God,  tell 
 these  stones  to be come  bread.”

4  He an swered, “ It  is writ ten:  Man  must  not  live  on  bread  alone  but  on 
ev ery  word  that  comes  from  the  mouth  of  God.” b

5  Then  the dev il  took  him  to  the  holy  city,  had  him  stand  on  the pinnacle  of 
 the tem ple, 6  and  said  to  him, “ If  you  are  the  Son  of  God,  throw your self  down. 
 For  it  is writ ten:
  He will give his angels orders concerning you,
  and they will support you with their hands
  so that you will not strike
  your foot against a stone.” c

7  Jesus  told  him, “ It  is  also writ ten:  Do  not  test  the  Lord  your  God.” d

8  Again,  the dev il  took  him  to  a  very  high moun tain  and  showed  him  all  the 
king doms  of  the  world  and  their splen dor. 9  And  he  said  to  him, “ I  will  give  you 
 all  these  things  if  you  will  fall  down  and wor ship  me.” e

dig deeper (vv. 1-3): 
Read the full prophecy 
about John the Bap-
tist in Isaiah 40:1-5. 
What do those verses 
reveal about John? 
What do they reveal 
about Jesus? 

 ■ Chapter 4
open: What’s the 
longest you have gone 
without food? 

Consider (vv. 1-11): 
Why is it important 
that Jesus “was 
hungry” during his 
fast? What have you 
been taught about 
“the devil”—who is 
he and what does he 
do? What can we learn 
from Jesus in these 
verses about handling 
temptation? 

a 3:16 Other mss omit for him   b 4:4 Dt 8:3   c 4:6 Ps 91:11-12   d 4:7 Dt 6:16   e 4:9 Or and pay me homage

3:16 liKe a dove. Matthew uses 
a dove as a symbol of the com-
ing of the Holy Spirit. This is 
the promised anointing of the 
Messiah with the Holy Spirit (Is 
11:2; 42:1; 61:1).
3:17 My beloved son. This is 
a royal title used in the OT to 
describe Israel’s kings. Now it 
is applied to God’s Son. i aM 
well-pleased. This phrase is 
associated with the suffering 
servant of Isaiah (Is 42:1) who 
suffers while carrying out God’s 
will in the service of Israel. In 
Jesus, the two OT figures of 
God’s servant and God’s royal 
Son are combined.
• 4:1 led up by the spirit into 
the wilderness to be teMpt-
ed. Jesus’s victory over temp-
tation would demonstrate three 
things: his sinless character, an 
example of endurance through 

times of testing, and how to use 
Scripture as a means of defense 
against the devil and a support 
in the face of evil.
4:2 forty days. Moses fasted 
forty days on Mount Sinai while 
receiving the commandments 
(Ex 34:28), and Israel was in the 
wilderness forty years (Dt 8:2).
4:3 the teMpter approaChed 
hiM. The Spirit led Jesus into 
the wilderness, but it is Satan 
who tests him. His challenges to 
Jesus come only after Jesus has 
entered a condition of physical 
weakness because of his fast. if 
you are the son of god. This 
was a temptation to verify the 
truth of what God had declared 
(3:17). bread. Certainly it would 
be legitimate. Satan seemed to 
be saying it would be easy for 
God’s own Son to do what God 
did when he supplied manna to 

the hungry Israelites. If Jesus 
had used his power in this way, 
he would not have been able 
to truly know the experience 
and pain of humans, who do 
not have such power at their 
disposal when they are hungry.
4:4 Jesus’s response is drawn 
from Dt 8:3. Originally this was 
a reflection on the meaning of 
the manna in the desert. True 
life involves not just the physi-
cal but also the spiritual (Word 
of God). Jesus will not heed Sa-
tan, but he will listen only to his 
Father, God.
4:5 teMple. The second tempta-
tion takes place at the temple, 
which is the focal point in Isra-
el of God’s love and power. The 
challenge is to prove this love 
and power of God by creating a 
peril from which God alone can 
rescue him.

4:6 if you are the son of god. 
Once again the challenge is to 
demonstrate that Jesus is the 
Messiah. it is written. Satan 
now quotes Scripture but does 
so in a way that tears it from 
its context. Psalm 91:11-12 are 
words of assurance to God’s 
people that they can trust God 
to be with them even through 
difficult times. Satan twists 
this to mean that Jesus ought 
to deliberately put himself in 
a life-threatening situation to 
see if God really will bail him 
out.
4:7 Jesus responds that people 
are not to test God, as Dt 6:16 
clearly states, but to trust him.
4:8-9 The final temptation has 
to do with gaining the king-
doms of the world without 
suffering the coming agonies 
of the cross.
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10  Then  Jesus  told  him, “ Go  away, a Sa tan!  For  it  is writ ten: Wor ship  the  Lord 
 your  God,  and  serve  only  him.” b

11  Then  the dev il  left  him,  and an gels  came  and be gan  to  serve  him.

MinisTry in Galilee
12  When  he  heard  that  John  had  been ar rest ed,  he with drew  into Gal i lee. 
13  He  left Naz a reth  and  went  to  live  in Ca per na um  by  the  sea,  in  the re gion 
 of Zeb u lun  and Naph ta li. 14  This  was  to ful fill  what  was spo ken  through  the 
proph et Isa iah:
 15 Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
  along the road by the sea, beyond the Jordan,
  Galilee of the Gentiles.
 16 The people who live in darkness
  have seen a great light,
  and for those living in the land of the shadow of death,
  a light has dawned. c,d

17  From  then  on  Jesus be gan  to  preach, “Re pent, be cause  the king dom  of heav-
en  has  come  near.”

The firsT Disciples
18  As  he  was walk ing  along  the  Sea  of Gal i lee,  he  saw  two broth ers, Si mon ( who 
 is  called Pe ter),  and  his broth er An drew.  They  were cast ing  a  net  into  the  sea  
—   for  they  were fish er men. 19 “Fol low  me,”  he  told  them, “ and  I  will  make  you 
 fish  for e peo ple.” 20 Im me di ate ly  they  left  their  nets  and fol lowed  him.

21 Go ing  on  from  there,  he  saw  two oth er broth ers,  James  the  son  of Zeb e dee, 
 and  his broth er  John.  They  were  in  a  boat  with Zeb e dee  their fa ther, pre par-
ing  their  nets,  and  he  called  them. 22 Im me di ate ly  they  left  the  boat  and  their 
fa ther  and fol lowed  him.

TeachinG, preachinG, anD healinG
23  Now  Jesus be gan  to  go  all  over Gal i lee, teach ing  in  their syn a gogues, preach-
ing  the  good  news  of  the king dom,  and heal ing ev ery f dis ease  and sick ness g 
 among  the peo ple. 24  Then  the  news  about  him  spread through out Syr ia.  So 
 they  brought  to  him  all  those  who  were afflicted,  those suff er ing  from var i-
ous dis eas es  and in tense  pains,  the demon-possessed,  the ep i lep tics,  and  the 
par a lyt ics.  And  he  healed  them. 25  Large  crowds fol lowed  him  from Gal i lee, 
 the De cap o lis, Je ru sa lem, Ju dea,  and be yond  the Jor dan.

Consider (vv. 12-17): 
Why was it important 
that Jesus fulfilled 
these prophecies 
from the Old Tes-
tament? Why was 
it necessary for the 
people of Jesus’s day 
to “repent”? 

Consider (vv. 18-22): 
What did Jesus mean 
by saying Andrew and 
Simon would “fish for 
people”? What are 
some ways Jesus calls 
people to follow him 
today? 

Consider (vv. 23-25): 
How have you seen 
Jesus influence your 
community for good? 

apply: In what 
areas of life are you 
currently dealing with 
temptation? 

for groups (vv. 1-11):  
Create an object 
lesson for your group 
by bringing in an espe-
cially tasty snack and 
displaying it promi-
nently at the front of 
your meeting space. 
However, inform 
group members that 
they will need to wait 
until the end of the 
discussion to partake. 

dig deeper (vv. 18-22): 
Read Luke 5:1-11 to 
learn more about 
Jesus’s interaction 
with Simon Peter. What 
are some reasons why 

a 4:10 Other mss read “Get behind me   b 4:10 Dt 6:13   c 4:16 Lit dawned on them   d 4:15-16 Is 9:1-2   e 4:19 Or you fishers of   f 4:23 Or every kind of   
g 4:23 Or physical ailment

4:10 Jesus quotes Dt 6:13 to af-
firm his allegiance to God and 
to reject Satan’s offer.
4:11 angels CaMe and began 
to serve hiM. One function of 
angels is to bring comfort and 
aid to God’s people (Heb 1:14). 
Thus prepared by his baptism 
and his temptation, Jesus be-
gins his ministry.
4:12 John had been arrest-
ed. John’s imprisonment is 
described in more detail in 
14:1-12. galilee. This was the 
northern province of Palestine. 
It was small, about twenty-five 
by thirty-five miles in size, but 
quite densely populated. In the 

time of Jesus, approximately 
three hundred fifty thousand 
people lived there, one hun-
dred thousand of whom were 
Jews. It was a rich farming and 
fishing region.
4:13 nazareth. This was a vil-
lage located in the hill country 
of Galilee, twenty miles south-
west of Capernaum. Caper-
nauM. This was a town on the 
north end of the Sea of Galilee, 
three miles west of the Jordan 
River. It was a center of the fish-
ing industry. the region of zeb-
ulun and naphtali. This was 
the region originally assigned 
to two tribes of Israel.

4:18 siMon (who is Called pe-
ter). In asking Simon and An-
drew to “follow” him, Jesus was 
inviting them to join his band 
of disciples. They would have 
been familiar with rabbis who 
had small groups of students 
and wandering Greek philos-
ophers who had disciples. In 
telling them he would make 
them “fish for people,” Jesus 
defined their task using a met-
aphor, which they as fishermen 
would understand.
4:20 iMMediately they left. 
According to 4:12-17, Jesus 
had been living and preaching 
in Capernaum. These fishermen 

probably had the chance to 
hear his message prior to their 
call. Still, what they did was an 
act of great faith and courage.
4:23 synagogues. In first-cen-
tury Israel, the temple in Jeru-
salem was the site for sacrifices 
and attended by numerous 
priests and other officials. In ad-
dition, there were synagogues 
in each population center, 
which people attended each 
week for worship and instruc-
tion.
4:25 the deCapolis. A league of 
ten Gentile cities patterned af-
ter the Greek way of life. These 
cities were part of Syria.
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This chapter begins Matthew’s record of the most famous sermon  
in history: Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount. As a traveling rabbi, Jesus  
likely delivered this sermon on many occasions during his public  
ministry. 

The serMon on The MounT

5  When  he  saw  the  crowds,  he  went  up  on  the moun tain,  and af ter  he  sat 
 down,  his dis ci ples  came  to  him. 2  Then a  he be gan  to  teach  them, say ing:

The beaTiTuDes
 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
  for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
 4 Blessed are those who mourn,
  for they will be comforted.
 5 Blessed are the humble,
  for they will inherit the earth.
 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst  

for righteousness,
  for they will be filled.
 7 Blessed are the merciful,
  for they will be shown mercy.
 8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
  for they will see God.
 9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
  for they will be called sons of God.
 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because  

of righteousness,
  for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.

11 “ You  are  blessed  when  they in sult  you  and per se cute  you  and false ly  say 
ev ery  kind  of  evil  against  you be cause  of  me. 12  Be  glad  and re joice, be cause 
 your re ward  is  great  in heav en.  For  that  is  how  they per se cut ed  the proph ets 
 who  were be fore  you.

both sets of fishermen 
“immediately” accept-
ed Jesus’s offer to fish 
for people? 

 ■ Chapter 5
open: What is a piece 
of advice you have re-
membered for years? 
 
Consider (vv. 1-12): 
How should we 
understand the word 
“blessed” in these 
verses? Which of 
these characteristics 
seem most difficult to 
attain? Why? 

a 5:2 Lit Then opening his mouth

• 5:1 the Mountain. To the 
original Jewish readers, this 
would have been an inescap-
able allusion to when Moses 
delivered the law to Israel from 
Mount Sinai (Dt 18:15). sat 
down. When rabbis taught, they 
would sit rather than stand. This 
accents Jesus’s authoritative 
position. disCiples. This teach-
ing is for everyone who would 
be a follower of Jesus.
5:3-10 The “Beatitudes” are so 
named because in the Latin 
Bible each of the eight state-
ments began with the word 
beatus. Such pronouncements 
of blessedness were particular-
ly common in the Psalms.
5:3 blessed are. The Greek 
word makarios refers to people 
who are to be congratulated. 

It does not necessarily mean 
they are happy or prospering. 
Instead, whether they feel it or 
not, they are fortunate because 
their condition reflects that 
they are in a right relationship 
to God. poor in spirit. This 
phrase does not refer to those 
who are poor in the material 
sense but refers to those who 
acknowledge their need of God.
5:4 those who Mourn. This 
does not refer to the bereaved 
but refers to those who mourn 
over sin and its consequences.
5:5 the huMble. This involves a 
lifestyle marked by gentleness, 
humility, and courteousness. 
inherit the earth. The irony of 
God’s reign is that, despite the 
efforts of those who grasp for 
the world, it will one day be giv-

en not to those who have been 
covetous but to those who have 
been generous.
5:6 hunger and thirst for 
righteousness. As hungry or 
thirsty people devote their en-
tire energy to finding food and 
water, so those in the kingdom 
are marked by a deep-seated, 
intense longing for knowing 
and living in God’s way.
5:7 the MerCiful. Mercy is 
an act of deliberate kindness 
toward someone who has no 
claim upon the person render-
ing the kindness.
5:8 pure in heart. The call is for 
single-minded pursuit of God’s 
way with every facet of our 
being. see god. In the OT, this 
term described what it meant 
to experience God’s favor.

5:9 peaCeMaKers. Peacemak-
ing is an active involvement 
in bringing about reconcilia-
tion between those in conflict, 
whether at a societal or person-
al level.
5:10 perseCuted beCause of 
righteousness. This is the 
persecution that comes to 
those who pursue God’s way 
in contrast to the way of the 
world. KingdoM of heaven. 
This term sums up all the full-
ness of God’s blessings to his 
people.
5:12 reward is great in heav-
en. “Heaven” is the way Mat-
thew refers to God (3:2). The 
point is not that their reward 
will only be after death, but 
rather that it will be experi-
enced in the presence of God.
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believers are salT anD liGhT
13 “ You  are  the  salt  of  the  earth.  But  if  the  salt  should  lose  its  taste,  how  can 
 it  be  made  salty? a  It’s  no lon ger  good  for any thing  but  to  be  thrown  out  and 
tram pled un der peo ple’s  feet.

14 “ You  are  the  light  of  the  world.  A  city sit u at ed  on  a  hill can not  be hid den. 
15  No  one  lights  a  lamp  and  puts  it un der  a bas ket,  but rath er  on  a lamp stand, 
 and  it  gives  light  for  all  who  are  in  the  house. 16  In  the  same  way,  let  your  light 
 shine  be fore oth ers,  so  that  they  may  see  your  good  works  and  give glo ry  to 
 your Fa ther  in heav en.

chrisT fulfills The laW
17 “ Don’t  think  that  I  came  to abol ish  the  Law  or  the Proph ets.  I  did  not  come  to 
abol ish  but  to ful fill. 18  For tru ly  I  tell  you, un til heav en  and  earth  pass  away,  not 
 the small est let ter b  or  one  stroke  of  a let ter  will  pass  away  from  the  law un til 
 all  things  are ac com plished. 19 There fore, who ev er  breaks  one  of  the  least  of 
 these com mands  and teach es oth ers  to  do  the  same  will  be  called  least  in  the 
king dom  of heav en.  But who ev er  does  and teach es  these com mands  will  be 
 called  great  in  the king dom  of heav en. 20  For  I  tell  you, un less  your righ teous-
ness sur pass es  that  of  the  scribes  and Phar i sees,  you  will nev er  get  into  the 
king dom  of heav en.

MurDer beGins in The hearT
21 “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said  to  our an ces tors,  Do  not mur der, c  and 
who ev er mur ders  will  be sub ject  to judg ment. 22  But  I  tell  you, ev ery one  who 
 is an gry  with  his broth er  or sis ter d  will  be sub ject  to judg ment. Who ev er in-
sults e  his broth er  or sis ter,  will  be sub ject  to  the  court. f Who ev er  says, ‘ You 
 fool! ’  will  be sub ject  to hellfire. g 23  So  if  you  are off er ing  your  gift  on  the al tar, 
 and  there  you re mem ber  that  your broth er  or sis ter  has some thing  against 

a 5:13 Or how can the earth be salted?   b 5:18 Or not one iota ; iota is the smallest letter of the Gk alphabet.   c 5:21 Ex 20:13; Dt 5:17    
d 5:22 Other mss add without a cause   e 5:22 Lit Whoever says ‘Raca’ ; an Aramaic term of abuse that puts someone down, insulting one’s 
intelligence   f 5:22 Lit Sanhedrin   g 5:22 Lit the gehenna of fire

5:13 salt. Salt was a very valu-
able commodity in ancient 
times. It was not only used to 
flavor foods, but it was indis-
pensable in preserving them. 
Salt solutions were used me-
dicinally, specifically in wash-
ing newborn infants. Rock salt 
was also used as a fertilizer. 
Salt’s value then came from 
these many uses. Jesus was 
then attesting to the value of 
his disciples in the world. The 
disciples are to flavor the world 
around them with God’s love 
and direction, and they are to 
preserve that which is valuable 
in life from the spoilage of sin 
and hate.
5:14 light. Light is another ba-
sic element of life. The function 
of light is to illuminate the dark-
ness. This is an image for the 
truth believers are to bring to 
the world. of the world. Israel 
was to be a light for the Gentiles 
(Is 49:6). That function is now 
passed on to the followers of 
Jesus (Jn 8:12).

5:15-16  The very purpose of 
light is defeated if it is hidden 
away. In the same way, Jesus’s 
disciples are not to be living se-
cretly but living openly so that 
others can see who and what 
they are.
5:16 let your light shine be-
fore others. What constitutes 
the “light” of believers is what 
they say and do. give glory to 
your father. While persecu-
tion is the response the world 
in general has toward those 
who embody the qualities of 
God’s kingdom (5:10), some 
people will recognize in these 
qualities the character of God 
and give praise to him.
5:17 the law or the proph-
ets. The “Law” referred to the 
first five books of the OT, while 
the “Prophets” referred to the 
Major and Minor Prophets as 
well as the Historical Books. 
fulfill. By his teaching, Jesus 
seeks to give expression to the 
intention of the law. In contrast, 
for all their concern about the 

law (and by their preoccupation 
with its details), the Pharisees 
and other religious leaders of-
ten overlooked its purpose.
5:18 for truly i tell you. Liter-
ally, this is “for truly I say to you,” 
a phrase characteristic of Jesus. 
No other teacher of his era was 
known to say this. the sMall-
est letter . . . one stroKe of 
a letter. Some Hebrew and 
Aramaic letters are distinguish-
able only by a small line or dot. 
Jesus accents the validity of the 
law as the ethical norm for all 
God’s people. until all things 
are aCCoMplished. Until God’s 
plan for history is complete, 
God’s ethical demands remain 
in force. Jesus’s mission was to 
call people to embrace these 
demands in a way that would 
penetrate their whole being.
5:20 sCribes and pharisees. 
The teachers of the law were re-
ligious scholars who developed 
a set of regulations derived from 
the law. The demands of these 
regulations were such that the 

majority of people simply did 
not have time to practice them.
5:22 angry. The Greek word used 
here describes deep-seated, 
smoldering, inner anger rather 
than a flash of anger. you fool! 
An Aramaic term of contempt: 
“You good-for-nothing” or “I spit 
on you.” Court. The Sanhedrin 
(a group of seventy Jewish men) 
was the official ruling body of 
the Jews. This body was respon-
sible for administering justice in 
matters related to Jewish law. 
hellfire. Literally, “Gehenna,” a 
ravine outside Jerusalem where 
children were once sacrificed to 
the god Molech (1Kg 11:7). Jews 
considered it a defiled place, 
good only as a garbage dump, 
which was continually burning. 
Gehenna became a symbol for 
the place of punishment and 
spiritual death.
5:23 altar. The picture is of 
someone going to worship. 
The gift is probably an animal 
for sacrifice. has soMething 
against you. The responsibility 
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 you, 24  leave  your  gift  there  in  front  of  the al tar.  First  go  and  be rec on ciled  with 
 your broth er  or sis ter,  and  then  come  and off er  your  gift. 25  Reach  a set tle ment 
quick ly  with  your ad ver sary  while  you’re  on  the  way  with  him  to  the  court,  or 
 your ad ver sary  will  hand  you  over  to  the  judge,  and  the  judge  to a  the off i cer, 
 and  you  will  be  thrown  into pris on. 26 Tru ly  I  tell  you,  you  will nev er  get  out  of 
 there un til  you  have  paid  the  last pen ny. b

aDulTery beGins in The hearT
27 “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  Do  not com mit adul tery. c 28  But  I  tell  you, 
ev ery one  who  looks  at  a wom an lust ful ly  has al ready com mit ted adul tery  with 
 her  in  his  heart. 29  If  your  right  eye caus es  you  to  sin,  gouge  it  out  and  throw  it 
 away.  For  it  is bet ter  that  you  lose  one  of  the  parts  of  your  body  than  for  your 
 whole  body  to  be  thrown  into  hell. 30  And  if  your  right  hand caus es  you  to  sin, 
 cut  it  off  and  throw  it  away.  For  it  is bet ter  that  you  lose  one  of  the  parts  of  your 
 body  than  for  your  whole  body  to  go  into  hell.

Divorce pracTices censureD
31 “ It  was  also  said, Who ev er di vorc es  his  wife  must  give  her  a writ ten no tice 
 of di vorce. d 32  But  I  tell  you, ev ery one  who di vorc es  his  wife, ex cept  in  a  case 
 of sex u al im mo ral i ty, caus es  her  to com mit adul tery.  And who ev er mar ries  a 
di vorced wom an com mits adul tery.

Tell The TruTh
33 “ Again,  you  have  heard  that  it  was  said  to  our an ces tors,   You  must  not  break 
 your  oath,  but  you  must  keep  your  oaths  to  the  Lord. e 34  But  I  tell  you,  don’t 
 take  an  oath  at  all: ei ther  by heav en, be cause  it  is  God’s  throne; 35  or  by  the 
 earth, be cause  it  is  his foot stool;  or  by Je ru sa lem, be cause  it  is  the  city  of  the 
 great  King. 36  Do  not  swear  by  your  head, be cause  you can not  make  a sin gle 
 hair  white  or  black. 37  But  let  your ‘ yes’  mean ‘ yes,’  and  your ‘ no’  mean ‘ no.’ 
Any thing  more  than  this  is  from  the  evil  one.

Go The seconD Mile
38 “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  An  eye  for  an  eye  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth. f 
39  But  I  tell  you,  don’t re sist g  an evil do er.  On  the con trary,  if any one  slaps  you  on 

Consider (vv. 27-30): 
Should we understand 
these verses as literal 
truth or exaggerated 
language? Explain. 
What are practical 
ways to obey these 
instructions today? 

Consider (vv. 38-42): 
What are the core 
values behind Jesus’s 
instructions in these 
verses? What can we 
learn from Jesus’s 
“You have heard that 
it was said . . . But I tell 
you” pattern through-
out this chapter? 

apply: Are you current-
ly living as “salt” and 
“light” in your commu-
nity? Explain. Which 
portion of this chapter 
makes you feel most 
convicted? Why?     

worship (vv. 1-12): 
Read these verses out 
loud several times. As 
you read, pay attention 
to specific words or 
phrases that catch your 
attention or strike you 
as especially signifi-
cant. Take time to pray 
and talk through those 
words and phrases 
with the Holy Spirit.

a 5:25 Other mss read judge will hand you over to   b 5:26 Lit quadrans, the smallest and least valuable Roman coin, worth 1/64 of a daily wage   
c 5:27 Ex 20:14; Dt 5:18   d 5:31 Dt 24:1   e 5:33 Lv 19:12; Nm 30:2; Dt 23:21   f 5:38 Ex 21:24; Lv 24:20; Dt 19:21   g 5:39 Or don’t set yourself against, 
or don’t retaliate against

for initiating reconciliation lies 
with the one who, whether on 
purpose or by accident, has of-
fended another member of the 
community.
5:25 thrown into prison. 
The Jews were offended by 
the Roman custom of having 
debtors thrown in jail where it 
was impossible for them to earn 
money to pay off their debt, yet 
this is the image Jesus uses to 
describe the situation before 
God of the person who refuses 
to seek reconciliation.
5:26 penny. The smallest Ro-
man coin.
5:28 a woMan. The Greek word 
generally refers to a married 
woman. lustfully. Just as an-
ger is at the root of murder, so 

too, lust is at the root of adul-
tery. This does not condemn 
sexual attraction but rather the 
deliberate harboring of desire 
for an illicit relationship.
5:31-32 Jesus’s statement on di-
vorce  needs to be understood 
in the context of the whole Ser-
mon. Ideally, there should be no 
divorce. As seen from chap. 19 
and Mk 10, divorce and remar-
riage is a departure from God’s 
intention for marriage. It is im-
portant to note here that while 
the woman is called the adulter-
ess, the fault for that situation is 
placed upon the husband who 
divorced her. In that culture, a 
divorced woman would have 
little choice for survival except 
to marry again. Jesus is not con-

demning her because of that so-
cial reality, but he is pointing out 
to the men involved that their 
casual attitude toward marriage 
and divorce is not much more 
than a “legal” way of indulging 
in the immorality of adultery. To 
the Jews of Jesus’s day, divorce 
and remarriage were perfectly 
acceptable. Neither was con-
sidered a sin. Jesus’s statement 
placed their attitude toward di-
vorce and remarriage into the 
category of moral evil, a reality 
they had never before consid-
ered. While they held that their 
divorces and remarriages were 
legal, Jesus asserted they were 
not moral.
5:33 you Must not breaK your 
oath. Jesus does not so much 

quote the OT as he summarizes 
various passages on the subject 
of oaths (Ex 20:7; Lv 19:12; Nm 
30:2; Dt 23:21-23).
5:34 don’t taKe an oath at all. 
Contrary to what the rabbis 
taught, according to Jesus it does 
not matter whether you took an 
oath upon God’s name (which 
was considered binding) or on 
anything else (a nonbinding 
oath) since all objects are God’s.
5:38 eye for eye. This is said to 
be the oldest law in the world. 
It is found in the codes of Ham-
murabi (a king who lived in the 
eighteenth century BC) as well 
as three times in the OT (Ex 
21:23-24; Lv 24:20; Dt 19:21). 
The law’s original intent was 
not to require an “eye for an 
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 your  right  cheek,  turn  the oth er  to  him  also. 40  As  for  the  one  who  wants  to  sue 
 you  and  take  away  your shirt,  let  him  have  your  coat  as  well. 41  And  if any one 
forc es  you  to  go  one  mile,  go  with  him  two. 42  Give  to  the  one  who  asks  you, 
 and  don’t  turn  away  from  the  one  who  wants  to bor row  from  you.

love your eneMies
43 “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  Love  your neigh bor a  and  hate  your en-
e my. 44  But  I  tell  you,  love  your en e mies b  and  pray  for  those  who c per se cute 
 you, 45  so  that  you  may  be d chil dren  of  your Fa ther  in heav en.  For  he caus es 
 his  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  the  good,  and  sends  rain  on  the righ teous  and 
 the un righ teous. 46  For  if  you  love  those  who  love  you,  what re ward  will  you 
 have?  Don’t  even  the  tax col lec tors  do  the  same? 47  And  if  you  greet  only  your 
broth ers  and sis ters,  what  are  you do ing  out  of  the or di nary? e  Don’t  even 
 the Gen tiles f  do  the  same? 48  Be per fect, there fore,  as  your heav en ly Fa ther 
 is per fect.

Jesus continued his Sermon on the Mount. Like the previous chapter, 
these verses are practical and instructive for everyday life—including 
instructions from Jesus on how to pray. 

hoW To Give

6 “ Be care ful  not  to prac tice  your righ teous ness g  in  front  of oth ers  to  be 
 seen  by  them. Oth er wise,  you  have  no re ward  with  your Fa ther  in heav en. 

2  So when ev er  you  give  to  the  poor,  don’t  sound  a trum pet be fore  you,  as  the 
hyp o crites  do  in  the syn a gogues  and  on  the  streets,  to  be applauded  by peo ple. 
Tru ly  I  tell  you,  they  have  their re ward. 3  But  when  you  give  to  the  poor,  don’t  let 
 your  left  hand  know  what  your  right  hand  is do ing, 4  so  that  your giv ing  may 
 be  in se cret.  And  your Fa ther  who  sees  in se cret  will re ward  you. h

hoW To pray
5 “When ev er  you  pray,  you  must  not  be  like  the hyp o crites, be cause  they  love  to 
 pray stand ing  in  the syn a gogues  and  on  the  street cor ners  to  be  seen  by peo ple. 
Tru ly  I  tell  you,  they  have  their re ward. 6  But  when  you  pray,  go  into  your pri-
vate  room,  shut  your  door,  and  pray  to  your Fa ther  who  is  in se cret.  And  your 

for groups (vv. 38-42):  
Work as a group to 
record some of the 
unwritten rules in 
today’s society. (For 
example, “Hard work 
is the key to success.”) 
Then, encourage 
group members to 
brainstorm “But I tell 
you” alterations to 
those rules that would 
connect them with 
God’s kingdom. 

dig deeper (vv. 31-32): 
Read Moses’s instruc-
tions about divorce in 
Deuteronomy 24:1-4. 
What was Moses’s 
original purpose for 
requiring this “certifi-
cate” of divorce? 

 ■ Chapter 6
open: What’s one of 
your favorite chari-
ties? Why? 

Consider (vv. 5-8): 
Why are we often 
tempted to demon-
strate hypocrisy in our 
spiritual lives?

a 5:43 Lv 19:18   b 5:44 Other mss add bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you,   c 5:44 Other mss add mistreat you and    
d 5:45 Or may become, or may show yourselves to be   e 5:47 Or doing that is superior ; lit doing more   f 5:47 Other mss read tax collectors    
g 6:1 Other mss read charitable giving   h 6:4 Other mss read will himself reward you openly

eye,” but to limit punishment 
to the extent of the crime.
5:40 shirt. The law (Ex 22:25-
26; Dt 24:10-13) prohibited 
a person from seizing a per-
son’s cloak as the payment of 
a debt, since this woolen outer 
robe was used as a blanket at 
night. Jesus’s call here is for his 
followers to give beyond what 
even the law would require.
5:41 forCes you to go one 
Mile. Roman soldiers had the 
right to press civilians into ser-
vice to carry their gear for a dis-
tance up to one mile. The word 
used here is a technical term for 
such compulsory conscription.

5:43 love your neighbor.  
Jesus quotes Lv 19:18. hate 
your eneMy. This command is 
found neither in the OT nor in 
the Talmud. Some OT passages 
even call for compassion toward 
enemies (Pr 25:21). However, 
passages that spoke of God’s 
ultimate judicial action upon 
those nations, which threat-
ened Israel (Dt 7:1-2; 20:16-18; 
23:5-6; Ps 139:21), may have 
been misapplied in popular 
thought to justify personal an-
imosity against those who are 
disliked, especially non-Jews.
5:44 love your eneMies. The 
word used here is agapē. This 

is love that shows itself not 
by what a person feels but by 
what the person does. It is love 
done on the behalf of another 
without the expectation of re-
ward. pray. One way this love 
is demonstrated is by prayer for 
those who harass you.
5:46 tax ColleCtors. Tax col-
lectors grew rich by charging 
people more than what was 
required, keeping the excess 
for themselves. That they were 
doing this as agents of Rome 
made the offense even more 
grievous.
5:48 be perfeCt. This means 
“having attained the end or 

purpose.” Therefore, people 
can be “perfect” if they realize 
that for which they were made, 
which is to reflect God’s image, 
and hence to love.
• 6:1 In general terms, Jesus 
makes it clear that his followers 
are not to make a public display 
of religious devotion.
6:2 the hypoCrites. It was not 
their lack of inner conviction 
that Jesus is faulting (they un-
doubtedly believed they ought 
to give to the poor), but it was 
that they wanted to make sure 
their observance of the tradi-
tions was seen by others.
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