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WHAT SHOULD I DO WITH MY 
LIFE? HOW CAN GOD USE ME?
Many of us ask those questions, but none more so than young adults. 
If you’re searching for God’s will and practical advice as you seek 
answers to important life decisions, Experiencing God: God’s Invitation 
to Young Adults is for you. This interactive Bible study invites young 
adults to join God in His work throughout the world. 

Authors Henry Blackaby and Richard Blackaby will minister to you 
as they teach how to apply specific kingdom principles, the realities 
found in their Bible study classic Experiencing God. Through seven 
sessions, you’ll focus on developing godly character, searching for a 
career, understanding Jesus’ standard for relationships, dealing with 
crises, and maintaining a focus on knowing and doing God’s will. 

The goal of this book is to teach you how to live your life in such a way 
that you will experience everything God intends for your life. This will 
happen when you fully embrace God’s invitation to live through Him. 

HENRY T. BLACKABY is the founder and president emeritus of Blackaby 
Ministries International, an organization built to help people experience God. 
His life’s purpose is to encourage revival and spiritual awakening across the 
world through speaking, praying, writing, and mentoring. 

RICHARD BLACKABY, Henry and Marilynn’s oldest son, is the president 
of Blackaby Ministries International. Richard travels internationally speaking on 
spiritual leadership in the home, church, and marketplace as well as on spiritual 
awakening, experiencing God, and the Christian life.

IN A GROUP BIBLE STUDY? WE HIGHLY RECOMMEND IT. 
Check out the easy-to-use leader guide in the back of this member book 
with practical help for leading each session. There’s also a free online 
poster for promotional use and articles about leading a group. Visit 
threadsmedia.com/experiencinggod for more details. 
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HENRY T. BLACKABY is the founder and president emeritus of Blackaby 

Ministries International (blackaby.org), an organization designed to help people 

experience God. Born in British Columbia, Dr. Blackaby has devoted his lifetime 

to ministry. He has served as a music director, education director, and pastor 

in churches in California and Canada, as well as president of Canadian Baptist 

Theological College and president of the Canadian Southern Baptist Conference. 

Dr. Blackaby studied English and history at the University of British Columbia 

as an undergraduate and earned his B.D. and Th.M. from Golden Gate Baptist 

Theological Seminary. He holds five honorary doctorate degrees.

As a pastor in Canada, Henry sensed that in order to reach the nation for Christ, 

God would have to call young adults, particularly college students, to Himself 

and then send them out as pastors, missionaries and church workers across the 

nation. With this in mind, he founded a Bible college where young adults could 

study the Scriptures and hear God’s call upon their lives. During Henry’s time as 

a pastor, numerous young adults were baptized and many of these felt called 

into full-time Christian service. 

Dr. Blackaby later served at the North American Mission Board of the Southern 

Baptist Convention. There, he led the office for revival and spiritual awakening. 

He also served as special assistant to the presidents of the International Mission 

Board and LifeWay Christian Resources. Although he is now officially retired, Dr. 

Blackaby continues to speak around the world.

Henry is a popular conference speaker and has written several books including 

Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of God, Fresh Encounter: God’s 

Pattern for Revival and Spiritual Awakening, Called and Accountable, What the 

Spirit Is Saying to the Churches, Hearing God’s Voice, and When God Speaks: How 

to Recognize God’s Voice and Respond in Obedience. He was the general editor for 

the Experiencing God Study Bible. 

Henry lives with his wife, Marilynn, in Rex, Georgia. He has five children (Richard, 

Tom, Melvin, Norman, and Carrie), all of whom are serving in Christian ministry. 
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RICHARD BLACKABY is the oldest child of Henry and Marilynn and has worked 

extensively with young adults. He is the president of Blackaby Ministries 

International. Richard graduated from the University of Saskatchewan, where 

he served as the president of the Baptist Student Union. During that time, 

Richard met his wife Lisa Cavanaugh, who also was on the student council. 

Richard was the vice president and then president of the state student council 

of the Northwest Baptist Convention. He has an M.Div and Ph.D. in church 

history from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and an honorary 

doctorate from Dallas Baptist University. Richard and Lisa have three children: 

Michael, Daniel, and Carrie. 

Richard served as a senior pastor at Friendship Baptist Church in Winnipeg, and 

then as the president of the Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary in Cochrane, 

Alberta Canada for 13 years. He continues to serve as the seminary’s Chancellor.

Dr. Blackaby has co-authored the following books with his father, Henry 

Blackaby: When God Speaks, God’s Invitation, CrossSeekers, Experiencing God 

Day by Day, The Experience, Spiritual Leadership: Moving People on to God’s 

Agenda, Hearing God’s Voice, and Called to Be God’s Leader: Lessons from the 

Life of Joshua. He has also written The Seasons of God, The Inspired Leader, 

Unlimiting God, Putting a Face on Grace, and Experiencing God at Home.

Richard travels internationally speaking on spiritual leadership in the home, 

church, and marketplace as well as on spiritual awakening, experiencing 

God, and the Christian life. Richard regularly ministers to Christian CEOs and 

business leaders.
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AS A YOUNG ADULT, you’re at a most important and vulnerable time 

in your life. A serious Christian will want to prepare and become equipped for 

God’s best. Life is so precious. How you use the life God has given you is critical. 

Strive to invest your life in such a way that you will have no regrets and will know 

that your life has been well spent.

You may be in an environment where others influence and pressure you to 

conform to their values, goals, and lifestyles. This can lead you to “lose it all.” But 

remember, as a Christian, you’ll always have the 

presence of the Holy Spirit in your life, exerting 

a significant influence to go His way which 

always leads to abundant life. Jesus warned 

people to . . . 

“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide 

is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and 

many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road 

that leads to life, and only a few find it” (Matthew 7:13-14).

We’re confident that you truly want life, not destruction. This study is designed 

to help you experience God—that is to know in your life His ways, His promises, 

His presence, and His abundant life. Read the Scriptures carefully for “they are 

your very life” (John 6:63; Deuteronomy 30:11-20). Study with others who also 

are wanting to experience God. Choose to be accountable to one or more per-

sons who will confront you when they see you making wrong choices which 

lead you away from God’s best. Spend time early, and throughout the day, to 

“seek the LORD your God . . . with all your heart” (Deuteronomy 4:29). 

GOD WILL GUIDE YOU DAILY 

AS YOU GO THROUGH THIS 

STUDY AND EARNESTLY 

SEEK HIS WILL.

EXPERIENCING GOD: YOUNG ADULTS
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Remember, God already has wonderful plans for you, “to give you a hope and a 

future . . .” (Jeremiah 29:11-13). God will guide you daily as you go through this 

study and earnestly seek His will.

Throughout this material, we have sought to clearly describe how you can expe-

rience the joy of knowing and walking with God. We have appreciated our wives, 

Marilynn and Lisa, as they have been so supportive of our ministries to young 

adults throughout the years. 
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THE PURPOSE OF THIS STUDY is to help you know what God is 

saying to you and to give practical help as you seek God’s will for important 

decisions such as choosing your career and marriage partner. Our aim is to 

help you be prepared for the life decisions you will face. This is a Bible study, so 

keep your Bible handy and look up each verse as directed. Our advice cannot 

change your life, but God’s Word can.

There are seven sessions that can be covered in 

seven weeks: one session per week. There are 

five lessons in each session. It’s best to allow 

time to contemplate the truths you encounter. 

This study involves much more than the completion of assignments or the 

reading of a book: Its purpose is for you to encounter God. That will not 

happen if you rush through the materials, neglect to read all the Scriptures, or 

cram the hour before your group meets.

There is a weekly Scripture memory verse that will help you remember the 

key truths of each chapter. We encourage you to memorize these Scriptures 

as you go throughout the study. 

At the end of each week you will meet with your group to discuss the materials 

you’ve studied and to share what God said to you. A group leader should be 

available to facilitate discussion. His or her role is not to lecture or impart new 

materials but to lead people to discuss what they have learned that week and 

what they have committed themselves to do in response. 

At the end of each lesson you’ll be asked “What did God say to you during 

your study today?” and “What are you going to do as a result?” Use the allotted 

space as well as the margins in your book to keep a journal of what you’re 

hearing God say. Once you’ve completed the study, you may want to go back 

and review all God revealed to you.  

OUR AIM IS TO HELP YOU 

BE PREPARED FOR THE LIFE 

DECISIONS YOU WILL FACE.

11
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SEEING LIFE 
FROM GOD’S 
PERSPECTIVE

1
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“For the LORD Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart him? His hand 

is stretched out, and who can turn it back?” (Isaiah 14:27). 

AS GEORGE BERNARD SHAW, the great English playwright, neared the end 

of his illustrious career, a young man approached him with an intriguing question. He 

asked, “If you could live your life over and could be any person you have ever known 

or could be any person in history, who would you want to be?” This was a provocative 

question, for Shaw had known some of history’s greatest men and had been a friend 

of Winston Churchill. He replied, “I would be the man George Bernard Shaw could have 

been, but never was.” How tragic to come to the end of your life and realize that you 

never reached your full potential.

In contrast, we recently spent an inspiring evening in the home of an elderly Christian 

couple. The husband had been diagnosed with terminal, inoperable cancer; his life 

would end just one month later. As we sat with them in their living room, he remi-

nisced with joy about how God had led him into politics for more than 40 years of 

civil service. He talked about his Christian radio ministry and all the Christian leaders 

he had befriended. He and his wife rejoiced that their only son, a believer, also had 

entered politics and now was a prominent national figure. With great delight they 

told us that each of their five grandchildren loved God and were seeking to serve Him. 

Here was a godly man satisfied with his life and ready to die.

Some people face death grudgingly, resentfully, even fearfully. Others approach it 

with a sense of peace, satisfaction, and triumph. It is our hope that you will live your 

life in such a way that when the end is near, you will have the assurance of a life well 

spent. This will happen only if you link your life to God’s eternal purposes.
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GOD SEES FROM AN ETERNAL VIEW

“I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is 

still to come. I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.  

. . . What I have said, that I will bring about; what I have planned, that will 

I do” (Isaiah 46:10-11).

William Borden was born into a wealthy Chicago family in 1887. He had the best this 

world had to offer: education, world travels, and every physical comfort. By the age of 

21 he was a millionaire. Yet Borden’s heart was sensitive to God’s will for his life. When 

he was 7, he gave his life to Christ, but it was as a 16-year-old that God began to speak 

to him very specifically.

During an around-the-world cruise, he met missionaries going to their fields of service. 

Writing to his mother at the time, he commented: “Your request that I pray to God for 

His very best plan for my life is not a hard thing to do, for I have been praying that very 

thing for a long time. . . . When I look ahead a few years it seems as though the only 

thing to do is to prepare for the foreign field.”

Borden attended Princeton University with the intention of devoting his life to foreign 

missions. Despite the fact that he loved automobiles, he told his friends that he could 

not “afford” to purchase one. In reality, every time he considered buying a car, he was 

overwhelmed with the needs of foreign missions and sent money to those causes 

instead. It’s estimated that during his three years in seminary he gave away more  

than $70,000!

In December 1912, his education completed, Borden sailed to Cairo, Egypt, for language 

training before entering mission service in China. While there, Borden contracted cere-

bral meningitis and died, never having reached his destination. Upon his deathbed, at 

age 25, he reiterated his life’s theme: “No reserve, no retreat, no regrets.” In his will he left 

almost one million dollars to Christian causes.

When news arrived in America that this young millionaire had willingly abandoned his 

fortune and died in squalid conditions in Egypt, it had an electrifying effect on young 

adults throughout North America and Europe. Many responded to God’s call to missions 

because of Borden’s life, tragically cut short.1
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Do you consider Borden’s life a success? Why or why not?

 Could you make the same sacrifices Borden did if you sensed God’s leading?  

Why or why not?

What do you think motivated William Borden?

God did not create you for time but for eternity. Every word, act, and purpose of God is 

in the context of His eternal perspective. God never acts for the moment but works with 

the full knowledge of all that has occurred throughout history leading up to the present 

time. He does not speak or act in your life without knowing what the consequences will 

be throughout the remainder of human history and eternity. From a human perspective, 

William Borden’s life may have been tragically wasted. From God’s eternal perspective, 

Borden’s life was wisely spent.

GOD KNOWS YOUR PAST

Notice God’s eternal perspective on your life. Read Ephesians 1:4-6 and Jeremiah 1:5. 

Reflect on these passages before answering the following two questions.

According to these passages, at what point did God begin preparing for your life?

How could God use your past as He guides your life today?
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When God relates to you, He knows everything about you. He’s aware of even the 

smallest details concerning your ancestors and every gene that they’ve passed down 

to you. He understands where your shyness came from as well as your intelligence. He 

knows the origin of every physical weakness and strength. He not only knows what 

you’re like, He knows what has caused you to be who you are.

GOD KNOWS YOUR FUTURE

God’s eternal perspective is not limited to looking at the past. He also sees the future. 

Read carefully what the Scripture below says about this.

“Your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were 

written in your book before one of them came to be” (Psalm 139:16).

“Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance,  

the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world”  

(Matthew 25:34).

Underline those things listed in the verses above that indicate what God knows 

about your future.

Check the concerns you have about your future:

     ! getting married  ! your job/career

     ! having children  ! your health

     ! length of your life  ! your success in business

     ! owning your own home ! health of your parents

     ! crises you will face  ! world peace

     ! time of Christ’s return   ! impact you will have on your world

List ways God’s knowledge of your future a!ects the way He leads you.
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God knows everything about your future. He foresees what crises you’ll face as well 

as every triumph you’ll enjoy. Because God knows your future, He is able to guide you 

perfectly day by day. He knows whether it’s best for you to be married, to have children, 

or to remain single. Only God has perfect hindsight as well as foresight and so only He 

can guide you flawlessly. Just as Jesus confronted His followers, so He challenges you 

today. He knows what there is around you that has eternal significance and what will 

pass away before the year ends.

List two ways you currently are investing in eternity.

1.    

2.    

GOD SPEAKS TO YOU BY THE HOLY SPIRIT

Have you ever thought: It would be easy to live the Christian life if I could just see Jesus 

and hear Him speaking to me? Perhaps the Christian life might be easier in some ways, 

but you would not be as compelled to live your life by faith. As the writer of Hebrews 

pointed out: “Without faith it is impossible to please God” (11:6). Jesus promised His 

followers He would not abandon them; the heavenly Father would send the Holy Spirit, 

who would relate to the disciples in exactly the same way Jesus had.

Read the verses below and notice what the Holy Spirit does in your life.

“He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of 

truth” (John 14:16-17a).

“When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and 

righteousness and judgment.  . . . But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, 

he will guide you into all truth.  . . . he will tell you what is yet to come” 

(John 16:8,13).
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“The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who 

among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man’s spirit within 

him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit 

of God” (1 Corinthians 2:10b-11).

Go back and underline the names given to the Holy Spirit which describe His activity 

in your life.

What will the Holy Spirit do in your life?

It’s the role of the Holy Spirit to lead and teach you in the same way that Jesus related 

to His disciples. Whether it’s knowing what your major in college should be, whom to 

marry, or what job to pursue, the Holy Spirit will guide you. It is imperative, therefore, 

that you cultivate your personal relationship with the Spirit of God so you can clearly 

hear His voice.

What did God say to you during your study today?

What will you do as a result?

19
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GOD EXTENDS AN INVITATION

“Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable 

things you do not know” (Jeremiah 33:3).

Henry has been a keen observer of current events. He would watch national leaders 

on television and read about world affairs in the newspaper. Although he prayed 

for government leaders, he’d never known them personally. Then one day I received 

an invitation to visit the president of the United States in the Oval Office. When he 

discussed issues of concern with the president, he knew he was speaking with someone 

who actually had the power to make a difference.

Had Henry lobbied and campaigned to gain the opportunity to speak to the president, 

he might never have been successful. Instead, he received an invitation, and by that 

invitation he was given immediate and personal access. This is similar to the Christian 

experience. We can go through life observing events taking place around us. We can 

discuss them with our family and friends and yet be oblivious to any way we can 

make a difference. Suddenly God may reveal His active presence in the midst of these 

events. The Bible calls this revelation. God shows us something that we couldn’t have 

discovered on our own. The writer of Proverbs observed: “Where there is no revelation, 

the people cast off restraint” (Proverbs 29:18). This means that without God’s revelation, 

you will have no sense of direction nor will you lead a purposeful life guided toward 

God’s best. Spiritual truth isn’t discovered, it’s revealed. When God presents truth to 

you, His revelation is also His invitation to adjust your life to that truth.

When God told Noah a flood was coming, it was something Noah never could have 

discovered on his own (until it was too late!). But once Noah understood the truth 

God had revealed, he immediately adjusted his life to God’s Word. God’s revelation 

was also an invitation for Noah to adjust his life to God’s activity of judgment on the 

land. Noah didn’t have to accept God’s invitation, but to reject it would have been 

disastrous. When God told Moses He was going to rescue the children of Israel from 

Egypt, His revelation also came with an invitation. Moses had to make a choice. He 

could no longer herd sheep in the wilderness and remain obedient to the revelation he 

had received from God. From Genesis to Revelation God speaks to His people, calling, 

teaching, and guiding them. While you’re searching for answers, God will be seeking to 

guide you into His best for you.
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GOD SPEAKS TO YOU THROUGH THE BIBLE

As the Holy Spirit lives in you and guides you, He will use Scriptures to encourage, 

convict, and lead you to experience the full life that only God can give.

Read the verses below and notice how God uses the Bible to help you understand  

His will.

“Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it 

day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. 

Then you will be prosperous and successful” (Joshua 1:8).

“If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, 

and it will be given you” (John 15:7).

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

List the things God says He will do for you as you obey His Word.

Watch carefully as you read and study God’s Word. What the Spirit is teaching is God’s 

will for your life (1 Corinthians 2:9-10). As you read the Bible each day, the Holy Spirit will 

guide you through verses which reveal God’s will.

For example, you may be reading your Bible and come across Matthew 15:4: “For God 

said, ‘Honor your father and mother.’” The Holy Spirit may focus your attention on this 

verse. You try to continue reading, but you cannot leave verse 4. You begin to have 

the uneasy feeling that God is applying this verse to you. You realize that your parents 

have done some things that have made you angry and you’ve held bitterness in your 

heart. You remember some of the painful words you exchanged the last time you were 

together. The Holy Spirit affirms that nothing they have done caused them to deserve 

the lack of respect you demonstrated. You realize that God takes this extremely seri-

ously and so you repent and take action to restore your relationship with your parents. 

God has just used the Bible to guide you.
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What’s one thing you’ve heard God saying to you recently as you read His Word?

How have you acted upon it?

GOD SPEAKS TO YOU THROUGH PRAYER

The Holy Spirit will also speak to you during your times of prayer. Prayer is not a one-way 

conversation where you tell God all your plans and concerns. When you come into the 

presence of Almighty God, what He says is far more important than what you want 

to say. God will speak to you in your prayer time if you’ll listen. Notice in the Scripture 

below what God wants to tell you during your prayer times.

“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; 

knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks 

receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be 

opened” (Luke 11:9-10).

“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know 

what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 

groans that words cannot express. And he who searches our hearts 

knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 

in accordance with God’s will” (Romans 8:26-27).

In these verses, underline the things God promises to do when you pray.

What does God show you when you pray?
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God does have a will for your life. As you pray, God speaks His will to you. God spoke to 

Moses on Mount Sinai (Exodus 32:7-14), to Daniel in captivity (Daniel 9), and to Jesus 

during His earthly ministry (Matthew 17:1-8; 26:36-46). When you pray, alone or with 

others, be alert to any prompting of the Holy Spirit, for He will be speaking God’s will 

to you.

For example, you may be praying one day when suddenly the Holy Spirit brings to mind 

a mission project to the homeless that your church is planning to undertake. You didn’t 

sign up to help because you feel uncomfortable around homeless people. You try to 

return to what you were praying about, but you cannot seem to forget the mission 

project. Then the Spirit brings to mind Matthew 25:35: “For I was hungry and you gave 

me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you invited me in.”  The Spirit reminds you that Christ left the comforts of heaven to 

come and minister to humankind and that Jesus Himself had no place to lay His head. 

In that moment you know that, despite your fears, you must sign up for the mission 

project. God, through prayer, has just rearranged your priorities.

What is one thing God has said to you in your prayer times recently?

What are you doing as a result?

GOD SPEAKS TO YOU THROUGH CIRCUMSTANCES

A third way the Holy Spirit speaks to you is through the everyday events of your life. The 

Holy Spirit was convicting a young man named Kyle about his need to tithe his earnings 

from his job to his local church. Every cent was precious, but the Spirit persisted. Finally, 

during a service at his church, Kyle placed $40 in the offering plate. As he was leaving 

the auditorium, a church member approached him and said God had impressed her to 

give him a card. At home, Kyle opened the card to find four $10 bills! Through circum-

stances in this young man’s life, God spoke loud and clear!
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Read carefully the Scriptures below that describe how God speaks to you through  

your circumstances.

“I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only 

what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the 

Son also does. For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does”  

(John 5:19-20a).

“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me’” (John 14:6).

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 

him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).

In John 5, how did Jesus determine His Father’s will for His life?

Who’s the only person, according to John 14:6, who knows the entire “truth” of  

your circumstances?

How does Romans 8:28 indicate we should look at even our worst circumstances?

Circumstances can be wonderful opportunities for God to speak to you. Jesus said in 

John 5 that He never did anything on His own initiative. He always observed the events 

around Him in order to recognize God at work. When He saw God working, Jesus 

adjusted His life and joined Him. Jesus told His disciples in John 14:6 that He was the 

“truth.”  This means that only He can reveal the truth of your circumstances. Romans 8:28 

says there will never be a situation in your life where God cannot speak to you and bring 

something good into your life.
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How have you heard God speaking to you through your circumstances recently?  

In the past?

What have you done as a result?

GOD SPEAKS TO YOU THROUGH THE CHURCH

Often God speaks to you through another Christian. A student minister told us the 

story of a young lady named Cheryl who visited his office. Cheryl related her financial 

problems and asked: “Do you think God could help me find a job?” The minister assured 

her that He could and began to tell of times when God had provided for him. While he 

spoke, a church member poked her head in the office and said, “Hey Cheryl, I’m glad I 

caught you! Listen, when you get finished here I need to see you. A position has opened 

up where I work and I wanted to recommend you. I need to talk to you about it.” Cheryl 

assured her she would and then turned to the minister and asked in the same desperate 

voice with which she had begun their conversation: “So, do you really think God could 

provide me a job?” God will speak to you through the people of God. Be sensitive to His 

voice when He does!

Notice in the Scriptures below what God says He will do through the local church.

“So in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs 

to all the others” (Romans 12:5).

“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common 

good” (1 Corinthians 12:7). 

“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to 

be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s 

people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 

until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 

God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness 

of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-13).
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Where does God place you when you become a Christian?

Why does the Holy Spirit manifest Himself to you?

How and why does God equip members in the church?

A church is a living body of Christ, and each member helps all the others grow to 

completeness in Christ (Ephesians 4:7,11-16). When you are an active member in a local 

church, God will speak clearly to you through the other members of the church family. 

The Holy Spirit will manifest Himself in your life in order to encourage others in the 

church toward Christian maturity.

How has God spoken to you through your church recently?

What did God say to you during your study today?

What will you do as a result?
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GOD FOLLOWS A PATTERN

“As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 

Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. ‘Come, follow 

me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will make you fishers of men.’ At once they left their 

nets and followed him. When he had gone a little farther, he saw James 

son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 

Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the 

boat with the hired men and followed him” (Mark 1:16-20).

As a young man, D.L. Moody was well on his way to becoming a successful businessman. 

He had the natural ability and ambition to go to the top. Then Moody became a 

Christian and his priorities began to change. One day while Moody was in Britain, he 

heard Henry Varley declare: “This world has yet to see what God can do with a man 

fully consecrated to Him.”  The Holy Spirit used these words to burn deeply into Moody’s 

soul. Speaking to Varley later, Moody confessed: “Those were the words sent to my soul, 

through you, from the living God. As I crossed the wide Atlantic, the boards of the deck 

of the vessel were engraved with them, and when I reached Chicago, the very paving 

stones seemed marked with ‘Moody, the world has yet to see what God will do with a 

man fully consecrated to Him.’”

Moody ultimately responded to God with the prayer, “By God’s help I aim to be that man.” 

God was doing more than just issuing a challenge to a young man, for He knew what 

He could make of Moody and how He could use his life. God, through the challenge 

of Henry Varley, was inviting Moody to join Him in His activity rather than to continue 

pursuing his own goals. So mightily did God use Moody, it’s estimated that more than 

100 million people heard him preach during his ministry; three schools were formed; 

two Christian publishing houses were begun; and a mission movement that included 

some of the greatest missionaries in modern history was inspired.

Since Moody’s death, his writings and influence continue to win millions of people to 

God. Moody never could have dreamed of all that God wanted to do through his life, yet 

when he heard Him speak, he responded to the invitation.
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THE DISCIPLE JOHN

God will relate to you in a manner that is unique and personal. Throughout Scripture 

there is a general pattern God used as He invited men and women to join in His eternal 

activity. John the apostle could serve as a model of this pattern. Notice in Mark 1:16-20 

the simplicity of Jesus’ invitation.

In John’s life there are five realities to guide you as you look to see how God involves 

you in His work.

1

2

3
4

5

1. God is always at work around you.

2.  God loves you and invites you to become involved with Him in  

His work.

3.  God speaks to you by His Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, 

circumstances, and the church.

4.  God’s invitation will create a crisis of belief, requiring you to make 

adjustments in your life.

5.  When you obey, you experience God’s power working through you 

and you bring Him glory.
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1. God is always at work around you. Since the beginning of creation, God had been 

planning to send a Savior to earth to save His people from their sins. God promised 

Abraham that through his descendants all the nations of the earth would be blessed 

(Genesis 22:18). King David also anticipated the Savior’s arrival (Psalm 22; 110). Great 

prophets such as Isaiah spoke of the time of the Messiah’s coming (Isaiah 7:14; 9:1-7; 

53). And now, during John’s lifetime, while the mighty Roman Empire seemed invincible 

and at a time when the Jewish nation was defeated, God’s eternal plan was culminating 

in the coming of His Son Jesus. As Jesus walked in the region of Galilee, people were 

unaware of the staggering reality that the Son of God Himself was talking to them face 

to face. From a human perspective, God’s people had been defeated by the dreaded 

Romans. From God’s perspective, His activity continued as He had determined, unhin-

dered by men. From a human perspective, the Roman Empire had created intricate 

roads, fortresses, armies, and a navy that ensured theirs was the most significant power 

in the world. From God’s perspective, the Romans had been unknowing instruments of 

His plan, preparing a safe and extensive travel network upon which missionaries could 

take His good news around the world.

2. God loves you and invites you to become involved with Him in His work. John 

was a young man, the son of a fisherman, when he first met Jesus. His father, Zebedee, 

wanted him to carry on the family business. A religious education had never been 

considered. John was fortunate, for he was inheriting a business that was apparently 

successful, considering he had partners as well as servants. Had John spent his life as a 

fisherman on the tiny Sea of Galilee, he would have died unknown to history.

God loved John and invited him to join in His work (Mark 3:14). John would be a friend 

who savored Jesus’ company and whose fellowship Jesus enjoyed. John was receiving 

an invitation to walk with the Son of God. It’s more significant to be a fisher of men than 

a fisher of fish! God was unfolding His eternal plan, and John was to have a part in it. 

Jesus knew all that John’s life could become. John knew only that he should respond to 

Jesus’ invitation.

3. God speaks to you by His Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, 

and the church. John had the singular opportunity to hear Jesus’ voice and to look Him 

in the face. When Jesus said, “Come, follow me,” John left his career and immediately 

followed Jesus. When he was sent out to preach in the surrounding villages, John went. 

When Jesus had special times of prayer with His closest disciples, John participated. 
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Whenever Jesus spoke, it was an invitation for John to believe God and to obey Him. The 

time for Jesus to speak to His followers in this manner, however, lasted only a few short 

years. As Jesus was preparing to leave the disciples in His physical form, He promised 

John and the other disciples: “The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 

in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to 

you” (John 14:26). Although Jesus would no longer relate to John as an earthly man, 

He would send the Holy Spirit, who would open John’s understanding to what the 

heavenly Father was saying through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the church.

Jesus assured John that whenever he read the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit would “guide 

you into all truth” (John 16:13). Furthermore, when John prayed, the Holy Spirit would be 

present to help him understand what God was saying to him. It appears that John was 

praying when he saw his amazing apocalypse on the Isle of Patmos (Revelation 1:10). 

John was encouraged that he would never face a situation in his life where the Holy Spirit 

was not present to help him understand and learn from his circumstances (John 14:18). 

Finally, John came to understand that it was in the context of the local church that 

believers could encounter the risen Christ in a profound way (Revelation 3:20).

THROUGHOUT SCRIPTURE THERE IS A GENERAL

PATTERN GOD USED AS HE INVITED

MEN AND WOMEN TO JOIN

IN HIS ETERNAL ACTIVITY.

4. God’s invitation will create a crisis of belief, requiring you to make adjustments 

in your life. When Jesus invited John to join in His activity, it created a crisis of belief 

for John. That is, although John believed in God, he now was being asked to do an 

impossible task. This is the difference between head knowledge and faith in God. John 

was not trained to be a religious leader or teacher. He was trained to catch fish. Now 

Jesus was asking him to leave what he knew to do something unfamiliar. John still was 

a young man and probably not old enough to garner much respect as a teacher or 

preacher in his community. Furthermore, John’s father, Zebedee, would be left behind. 

We can only speculate whether John, as he followed Jesus, cast a painful look back at 

his father, still in their boat.
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John’s character was not conducive to being a church leader. He had a hot temper, 

which prompted Jesus to nickname him a “Son of Thunder” (Mark 3:17). When a 

Samaritan village did not welcome Jesus, John and his brother James offered to call 

down fire from heaven to destroy the inhospitable villagers (Luke 9:54). Not only 

was John prone to anger, but he was pursuing his personal ambition. John and his 

brother dared to approach Jesus to ask if they might have the two highest places of 

honor in Jesus’ kingdom (Mark 10:35-41). Being probably the youngest disciple, this 

showed strong ambition and a willingness to get the better of others to gain personal 

advantage. These character flaws in John made his becoming a world-changing, 

church-planting, Scripture-writing apostle an impossible feat in human terms. 

Fortunately for John, Jesus not only invited him to attempt the impossible but also 

developed his character until John was the kind of man to whom He would entrust 

God-sized assignments.

5. When you obey, you experience God’s power working through you and you 

bring Him glory. Despite John’s shaky beginnings, he came to understand that 

each time he obeyed Christ, God worked through him and received glory. After John 

received the Holy Spirit, he experienced the incredible joy of being used by God to 

bring salvation to others. While John and Peter were on their way to the temple, they 

encountered a man who had been lame all his life. When they healed the man, he 

experienced salvation. A crowd soon gathered and listened to the Gospel (Acts 3). As 

a result of their witness, many believed and the church grew to more than 5,000 men 

(Acts 4:4). Peter and John were used by God so significantly that Acts notes: “When 

they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, 

ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been 

with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). So filled with the Spirit were John and his companions that: 

“The place where they were meeting was shaken. . . . With great power the apostles 

continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon 

them all” (Acts 4:31,33).

John wrote the Gospel of John, 1, 2, and 3 John, as well as the Book of Revelation. These 

letters would be read, preached, taught, and studied in every language around the 

world. Surely John could not have imagined that God would choose to use a fisherman 

to be part of such an enormous work! The more John obeyed, however, the more God 

involved him in His work, and the greater glory God received through John’s life.
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List the five realities of God’s invitation.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Is God inviting you to become involved with Him in His activity? What is He inviting 

you to do?

Which reality of God’s invitation are you currently experiencing?

How are you responding to God’s invitation?

What did God say to you during your study today?

What will you do as a result?
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GOD INVITES US TO AN INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP

“As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake 

you” (Joshua 1:5b).

During the time I (Henry) served as pastor, I had the privilege of performing the weddings 

of many young adults and would counsel with them during the weeks leading up to 

their wedding. There was always a glow about them as they excitedly prepared for their 

future together. A couple who came to my home for premarital counseling spoke of the 

plans they had and the arrangements they were making for their wedding. I directed a 

question at the woman: “Do you love this man, and are you willing to commit yourself to 

him for the rest of your life?” After a pause, she confessed she didn’t really love him! She 

didn’t want to invest her life with him. They both had been so enamored with the idea of 

having a wedding, receiving gifts, and building a home and family, that they had ignored 

the fact that they didn’t have a relationship of love. They realized that it would be wrong 

to marry without such a commitment and they broke their engagement.

People don’t get married just so they can perform household chores, provide for a 

family, or cook meals. They get married because they are in love! In the same way, the 

Christian life is not merely a set of activities. Young adults don’t become Christians just 

so they can go to church every Sunday, read their Bibles daily, and give money to the 

church! They become Christians because they come to love Jesus Christ. Christianity is 

a relationship. It’s not a set of doctrines to believe, duties to perform, sins to avoid, or 

rituals to practice. Christianity is a relationship with a Person who loves you more than 

you’ll ever comprehend and who wants you to love Him in return.

YOUNG ADULTS DO NOT BECOME CHRISTIANS

JUST SO THEY CAN GO TO CHURCH EVERY SUNDAY,

READ THEIR BIBLES DAILY,

AND GIVE MONEY TO THE CHURCH!

THEY BECOME CHRISTIANS BECAUSE THEY COME

TO LOVE JESUS CHRIST.

CHRISTIANITY IS A RELATIONSHIP.

Jesus described the essence of the Christian life when He prayed: “Now this is eternal 

life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 
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sent” (John 17:3). According to Jesus, eternal life is knowing God. This is not just head 

knowledge, or the collection of facts about God, but an intimate, growing, deepening 

relationship with Him.

The apostle John had the pleasure of coming to know Jesus in this way. In the 

Scripture below, notice the wonderful relationship that Jesus developed with John. 

Underline each act or statement that indicates a friendship between Jesus and John. 

“One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 

Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, ‘Ask him which one he 

means.’ Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, ‘Lord, who is it?’”  

(John 13:23-25).

“When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved 

standing nearby, he said to his mother, ‘Dear woman, here is your son,’ 

and to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ From that time on, this disciple 

took her into his home” (John 19:26-27).

“Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’”  

(John 21:7a).

Did you notice the way John referred to himself when he wrote his Gospel? Modesty 

prevented him from mentioning his own name and so at times he used a designation 

for himself. He could have referred to himself as “the one who believed in God” or, “the 

one who followed Jesus.” Instead, he thought of himself in terms of his relationship with 

Jesus: “the one whom Jesus loved.” What a profound way to look at yourself!

In the boxes below, check the descriptions that best describe your relationship  

with God:

   ! intimate and personal    ! distant  ! growing

   ! a true friendship    ! seldom talk  ! cold and stale

   ! broken relationship    ! have little in common ! strangers

   ! one whom Jesus loves    ! beginning friendship
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Throughout the Scriptures God is presented as someone who seeks to have a love rela-

tionship with people. God called Abraham His friend (Isaiah 41:8), and Scripture says 

God spoke to Moses “face to face, as a man speaks with his friend” (Exodus 33:11).

In the space below, list two things you’re doing to enhance your love relationship 

with God. If you cannot do this, list one activity you could do to improve  

your relationship.

 Is your relationship with God broken? Do you need to repent of anything in order  

to restore this relationship? If so, what is it?

JOSHUA’S INVITATION

Read the invitation God gave to Joshua in the Scripture below and underline the words 

or phrases that indicate a relationship between God and Joshua.

“No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I 

was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake 

you. Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people 

to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. Be strong 

and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses 

gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be 

successful wherever you go. Do not let this Book of the Law depart from 

your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to 

do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 

terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you 

wherever you go” (Joshua 1:5-9).

Go back and circle the phrases that indicate what Joshua was told to do.
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What was the connection between Joshua’s relationship with God and his 

assignment from God?

God works through His people on the basis of His relationship with them. Joshua was 

given an assignment, but it could only be carried out if he maintained his relationship 

with God. As Joshua obeyed God’s instructions and meditated on His Word, God 

promised He would not leave Joshua and would give him success wherever he went. 

What an awesome invitation! Joshua’s primary responsibility was to maintain his 

relationship with God, not to perform as a good general or a model administrator.

What’s God currently leading you to do as a result of your relationship with Him?

Is there something you’re currently attempting to do for God out of your own 

strength and not out of your relationship with Him? If so, what is it? How can you 

give it over to Him?

What did God say to you in your study today?

What will you do as a result?
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GOD CALLS TO A DEFINITE CHOICE

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where 

thieves do not break in and steal” (Matthew 6:19-20).

In churches that we served as pastor, we often had young adults stand before the 

church to say they felt God leading them to train for full-time Christian service. Most 

of them went on to seminary or Bible college. One young man indicated God was 

speaking to him about becoming a pastor. He was a talented fellow, a gifted athlete, 

and musician who was doing well in college. He volunteered for summer missions and 

served in a pioneer church for several weeks. He returned so excited about how God 

had used him during that summer! Then, he had to decide whether or not to leave 

our city and travel to a distant seminary for his ministry training. While deliberating, 

he was offered a great chance to use his musical ability. He decided to delay going 

to seminary in order to pursue several of his other interests. He entered a business 

enterprise and it wasn’t long before talk of preparing for the ministry ceased. One day 

a couple of years later, he was killed in a freak accident on the job. We don’t know what 

God had in store for this man, but we sense that this life was tragically cut short before 

God could bring about His best.

God wants to give you abundant life (John 10:10b). However, He will not force His 

best upon you. To accept what the world provides rather than what God offers you is 

called “death” in Scripture. It means missing out on what God has in store for you. This 

may result in a lack of peace and fulfillment. It can mean anxiety, broken relationships, 

mediocrity, or even death. God speaks to His people, setting before them His ways. 

The choice, then, is between life (good) and death (evil).

GOD WANTS TO GIVE YOU ABUNDANT LIFE.

HOWEVER, HE WILL NOT FORCE HIS BEST UPON YOU.

TO ACCEPT WHAT THE WORLD PROVIDES

RATHER THAN WHAT GOD OFFERS YOU

IS CALLED “DEATH” IN SCRIPTURE.
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Read Deuteronomy 30:11-20 and identify the two choices and the two consequences 

God’s people had to choose:

     Choice 1            Choice 2

     ___________________________      ___________________________

     Consequence 1           Consequence 2

     ___________________________      ___________________________

According to this passage, how di"cult is it for you to know God’s will?

When God speaks, what are your choices?

What happens if you don’t protect your relationship with God?

INVESTMENTS FOR A LIFETIME

A young man once shared with us that he was struggling between two directions for 

his life. On the one hand, he felt God had called him into full-time Christian ministry.  

He had been invited to lead a new Christian student group on a college campus. 

On the other hand, he had a burning desire to become wealthy. He felt certain that 

through real estate, he could become rich at a young age. He reasoned that with 

his wealth he could support many Christian causes. He chose to pursue his fortune. 

Everything went according to his plan until the real estate market crashed. He lost 

everything, including his family. He had chosen to invest in the temporal rather than 

the eternal, and he discovered how transitory the things of this world are.

Life is full of choices. The issue of how much of your life you will spend is already 

settled: 24 hours each day. How you spend it is another matter. How you respond to the 

invitations God gives you will determine the kind and quality of your life.
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In the Scriptures below, notice what Jesus said about how you can invest your life.

“The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. He thought to 

himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ Then he said, 

‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones and 

there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I’ll say to myself, ‘You 

have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, 

drink and be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life 

will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared 

for yourself?’ This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for 

himself but is not rich toward God” (Luke 12:16-21).

List what Jesus taught about investments and the investments that the rich  

fool made:

 Jesus’ Teaching   The Rich Fool

     ___________________________    ___________________________

     ___________________________    ___________________________

     ___________________________    ___________________________

     ___________________________    ___________________________

     ___________________________    ___________________________

     ___________________________    ___________________________

Jesus said to store up for yourself “treasures in heaven.”  That is, invest your life in things 

that have eternal value and won’t pass away with time. Spiritual realities do not suffer 

decay as do physical possessions. To lead people to a personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ means that their eternity is immediately altered and a place in heaven is prepared 

as a result of what you did on earth.

In contrast, the rich fool in Luke 12 had made no preparation for eternity. Perhaps he 

planned to do so once his earthly concerns were dealt with, but because he did not have 

God’s eternal perspective, he was oblivious to the fact that his life was about to come to 

an unexpected end. He had done what society praises. He had worked hard, harvested 

a good crop, and stored his grain. His barns were full and there wasn’t enough room to 

store all his possessions. He expanded his operation so that he had enormous reserves 

of grain and goods. Now he could enjoy early retirement in ease and luxury. There was 

39
EXPERIENCING GOD: YOUNG ADULTS



nothing wrong or evil about planning for his retirement, except that he had not first 

prepared for eternity. If he had known his life was to end soon, surely he would have 

ordered his priorities differently! That’s why it’s critical that you allow God to guide you 

in the way you invest your life. Only He knows what lies ahead and how you can lay up 

treasures for yourself which will make you rich toward God.

What’s one way you’re tempted to invest your life in temporal rather than  

eternal pursuits?

How could this keep you from experiencing God’s best?

What changes do you need to make in the way you’re investing your life?

What did God say to you during your study today?

What will you do as a result?
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