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Introducing 
T. W. Hunt and Claude King
T. W. Hunt has given much of his life to teaching others the ways of the 
Lord. For 24 years he taught music and missions at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. For seven years prior to his 
retirement, T. W. served as a prayer consultant for the Sunday School Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention (now LifeWay Christian Resources). 
He was a member of the Bold Mission Prayer Thrust Team that issued a 
call to prayer and solemn assembly on September 17, 1989. He is a gradu-
ate of Ouachita Baptist College and holds master of music and doctor of 
philosophy degrees from North Texas State University. He is married to 
his childhood sweetheart, Laverne. They have one daughter, Melana; six 
grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. T. W. and Laverne make their 
home in Spring, Texas. In addition to numerous articles, T. W. has written 
several books, including Music in Missions: Discipling Through Music, The 
Life-Changing Power of Prayer, Disciple’s Prayer Life: Walking in Fellowship 
with God (with Catherine Walker), The Mind of Christ (with Claude King), 
and From Heaven’s View (with daughter Melana). 

Claude King is a Discipleship Specialist at LifeWay Christian Resources. 
In 1990 he coauthored Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of 
God with Henry Blackaby, which has sold more than six million copies 
and has been translated into more than 60 languages. Prior to returning 
to LifeWay in 2005, he served as a prayer strategy coordinator for New 
Hope New York in New York City. Claude serves on the board of directors 
for Final Command Ministries. A graduate of Belmont College and New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, he is married to Reta and has two 
daughters and one grandson. Some of the other LifeWay courses he has 
written or coauthored include: Come to the Lord’s Table, The Call to Follow 
Christ, Fresh Encounter: Seeking God Together for Revival in the Land, The 
Mind of Christ, and Made to Count Life Planner.



Let’s Learn to Pray Together
Genuine prayer is not a religious ritual for Christians to practice a few times each 
day. Prayer is a relationship God has with His children in which we talk with our 
Heavenly Father. Prayer is a time for us to enter the presence of the Creator and 
Ruler of the universe to understand what is on His mind and heart. Prayer is a 
holy privilege made possible by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on our behalf. We have 
prepared this course for two purposes:

1. To help you develop a meaningful, well-balanced, and daily prayer life. You will 
understand and use the following six kinds of prayer in your daily prayer life:
 

PRAYER NATURE OF THE PRAYER GOD

Confession Responding to … God’s holiness

Praise Responding to … God’s attributes

Worship Responding to … God’s glory

Thanksgiving Responding to … God’s riches

Petition Asking that is led by … Your Heavenly Father

Intercession Asking that is led by … Your Master

2. To help you pray effectively with other believers. God has made a special promise 
about praying together: “If two of you on earth agree about any matter that you pray 
for, it will be done for you by My Father in heaven. For where two or three are gath-
ered together in My name, I am there among them” (Matthew 18:19-20). Although 
this promise appears in the context of restoring a straying brother, it applies to any 
united prayer of Christians. God desires that His people reflect the unity that is part 
of His nature (see John 17:11). Therefore, God promises great authority to prayers of 
agreement among believers where that unity is fostered. God also promises a greater 
dimension of His presence when two or three meet to pray. We want you to experi-
ence the joy, power, and intimacy united prayer brings. Praying together, however, 
is not just adding together several individual prayers in sequence. Praying together 
effectively is a conversation among believers and God. Learning to pray together 
will be a most rewarding adventure in learning what God Himself is like.
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STUDYING THIS COURSE
This six-week study consists of two important components:

1. Individual study. You will study individual lessons five days each week. Study only 
one lesson each day and use what you are learning in your daily prayer life. Each 
lesson should take from 10 to 15 minutes. You may choose, however, to spend more 
time in personal prayer. Do not omit the learning activities. They are designed to 
help you learn and apply what you study. They should help enrich your personal 
prayer experiences. Unless you have an introductory session, you should plan to 
study week 1 prior to your first group session.

2. Small-group prayer. You will join one or more other believers in a weekly prayer 
group. The time you spend together will not be a time just to talk about prayer. It 
primarily will be a prayer meeting in which you apply what you are learning by praying 
together. Your small group could consist of you and your spouse, family, friends, Chris-
tian business associates, fellow participants in a prayer ministry, class, or ongoing study 
group. By meeting with other believers for prayer, you will learn to pray more effectively. 
If you struggle with praying aloud, give this group experience a try anyway. By learning 
to pray in your personal study during the week, you will be better prepared to verbalize 
your prayers. Learning to pray along with others can be a deeply rewarding experience.

A Testimony of United Prayer
In 1744 pastors in Scotland began to promote unity in prayer for revival. They were 
led to this action because of the poor state of God’s church and the immoral world 
around them. They sensed that God was leading them to call for united, extraordi-
nary prayer for an outpouring of God’s glory and a demonstration of His love and 
grace toward all people.

The original call to prayer invited persons to set aside time on Saturday evening 
and Sunday morning every week for prayer in private groups, public meetings, and 
individually. The proposal also invited persons to set aside the whole day or part of 
a day the first Tuesday of each quarter for solemn prayer. If urgent circumstances 
prevented a person’s attendance, the individual was encouraged to devote the next 
available day to private prayer.

After two years the pastors agreed to continue and enlarge participation in these 
prayer unions. They sent a proposal to fellow ministers abroad. As a result, prayer 
concerts began to spread in Scotland, England, Wales, Ireland, and North America. 
Jonathan Edwards, a pastor in New England, was so moved by the appeal that he 
wrote a long letter challenging Christians everywhere to join in the prayer concerts.
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In 1784 Edwards’s letter had a profound influence on ministers in the Northamp-
ton Association in England. This association issued to its 20 churches the Call to 
Prayer of 1784. The call invited individuals and groups to join in concerted prayer 
on the first Monday of each month. The objective of the united prayer was to see an 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on God’s people and the spread of the gospel through-
out the world. Following is the text of the call.

The grand object in prayer is to be that the Holy Spirit may be poured down 
on our ministers and churches, that sinners may be converted, the saints 
edified, the interest of religion revived, and the name of God glorified. At 
the same time, remember, we trust you will not confine your requests to 
your own societies, or to your own immediate connection; let the whole 
interest of the Redeemer be affectionately remembered, and the spread of 
the Gospel to the most distant parts of the habitable globe be the object  
of your most fervent requests.1

The prayer concerts were so meaningful that the next year the association voted to 
continue the prayer concerts. Neighboring associations joined this movement, which 
began to spread across denominational lines. By 1792 the Second Great Awakening 
began to break out in England. Word of this revival spread across the Atlantic, and 
in 1794 Isaac Backus and other ministers in New England extended a similar call to 
prayer. By 1797 the revival fires began to break out in the United States.

One lasting benefit of the Call to Prayer of 1784 is the development of the modern 
missions movement. William Carey was saved and baptized just nine months before 
the call to prayer was issued and had begun to preach in the Northampton Associa-
tion. After eight years of these prayer concerts for “the spread of the Gospel to the 
most distant parts of the habitable globe,” Carey wrote his famous “Enquiry into the 
Obligations of Christians to Use Means for the Conversion of the Heathen.” That 
year he helped organize the English Baptist Missionary Society. The next year he 
left for India as its first missionary. Throughout history every major missions move-
ment has been preceded by a corresponding major prayer movement.

When God calls His people to return to Him and they respond in repentance and 
united prayer, God is able to bring the revival He desires of us. When God’s people 
begin to pray for the Kingdom work of bringing the lost to Christ, God calls many 
as laborers in His harvest. Our nation and the world have reached a desperate point, 
and again we need to hear God’s call to explicit agreement through visible union in 
extraordinary prayer. Let’s learn to pray together and join God’s work of transforming 
our nation and our world for His glory.

_____
1. Ter-Jubilee Celebrations (London: Baptist Missionary Society, 1942–44), 21.
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 Week 1

Six Kinds of Prayer

“If you believe, you will receive  
whatever you ask for in prayer.” 

Matthew 21:22
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Six Kinds of Prayer

OVERVIEW OF WEEK 1
Day 1: Prayer Is a Relationship
Day 2: Responding and Asking Prayers
Day 3: Four Kinds of Responding Prayers
Day 4: Two Kinds of Asking Prayers
Day 5: Praying with Others

VERSE TO MEMORIZE
“If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer” (Matthew 21:22).

DISCIPLESHIP HELPS FOR WEEK 1
“Six Kinds of Prayer” (p. 91)
“Prayers of Confession” (pp. 92–93)
“Suggestions for Praying Together” (p. 110)

PREVIEW OF WEEK 1
This week you will—
• overview this six-week study;
• understand that the nature of prayer is an intimate love relationship with God;
•  understand that God wants you to identify with Him by becoming like Him and  

by participating with Him in His work;
• understand and begin using the following six kinds of prayer in your daily prayer life.
 —Confession: responding to God’s holiness
 —Praise: responding to God’s attributes
 —Worship: responding to God’s glory
 —Thanksgiving: responding to God’s riches
 —Petition: asking that is led by your Heavenly Father
 —Intercession: asking that is led by your Master
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Day 1 • Prayer Is a Relationship

  As you begin each day’s lesson, read the prayer promise in the left 
margin and begin your study with prayer. Today’s prayer promise 
is also your Scripture-memory verse for this week. Ask the Lord to 
teach you how to pray with this kind of faith that secures His answer.

Prayer is not one-sided communication with a distant God. Prayer is a 
conversation between you and God, a relationship between you and your 
Creator. God desires your fellowship. More than anything else, He wants 
you to love Him with all your being (see Deuteronomy 6:5 in the margin). 
He also wants you to know and experience His love and presence. God is 
seeking that kind of relationship with you!

1 Read Revelation 3:20 and John 14:23 in the margin. Underline the 
words that describe the relationship God wants to have with you.

God seeks a love relationship with you. He is knocking. Will you invite 
Him in? Will you enjoy fellowship with Him? Will you love Him? Will 
you permit Him to live with you? You may have already entered a saving 
relationship with Jesus Christ. For the remainder of this study, we will 
assume that you have done so. If you have not, find a pastor or a Christian 
friend to help you surrender your life to Christ as your Savior and Lord. 
This love relationship is the point at which effective prayer begins.

 Pause and thank God for inviting you into a love relationship with 
Him. Ask Him to deepen your experience of His presence in prayer.

In John 15:7 Jesus makes a special promise to those who abide in Him:  
“If you remain in Me and My words remain in you, ask whatever you want 
and it will be done for you.” If you have a love relationship with Him and 
His words (teachings and commands) have become a part of your life, Jesus 
promises to respond to your prayers. The need for His words to remain in 
you is an important reason you are encouraged to memorize a Scripture 
passage each week. Hide God’s words in your mind and heart.

2 Cut out the Scripture-memory cards at the back of your book and 
begin memorizing Matthew 21:22. Read it several times. Meditate  

Scripture-Memory Verse
“If you believe, you will 
receive whatever you ask for 
in prayer” (Matthew 21:22).

Deuteronomy 6:5
“Love the LORD your God 
with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your 
strength.”

Revelation 3:20
“Listen! I stand at the door 
and knock. If anyone hears 
My voice and opens the door, 
I will come in to him and 
have dinner with him, and 
he with Me.”

John 14:23
“If anyone loves Me, he will 
keep My word. My Father 
will love him, and We will 
come to him and make Our 
home with him.” 

This love relationship 
with God is the point  
at which effective prayer 
begins.
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on its meaning for you. Repeat it aloud phrase by phrase until you  
can say it without looking. Review it each week during our study.

Jesus also makes a special prayer promise to those who pray together 
in His name: “If two of you on earth agree about any matter that you 
pray for, it will be done for you by My Father in heaven. For where two 
or three are gathered together in My name, I am there among them” 
(Matthew 18:19-20). In this passage Jesus makes two promises for united 
prayer in which two or more pray together in agreement:
1.  God gives greater authority to united prayer.
2.  God is present where two or more gather in His name.

This course is designed to help you experience these two promises. We 
want you to learn the great authority God has granted to believers when 
they pray together in agreement. Many people are not seeing answers to 
prayer. This says more about their praying than it does about God. He has 
not changed. He still answers prayer. We will help you learn to pray more 
effectively as you follow biblical patterns for prayer.

This course is also designed to help you pray with other believers. God 
promises that those who gather to pray in His name experience a greater 
dimension of His presence. We reflect the unity within the Trinity when 
we pray together in agreement with the Lord.

3 Have you made plans to pray with other believers as you study Pray  
in Faith?  ◯ Yes  ◯ No   If yes, with whom will you pray?

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

If you have not made plans to pray with others, begin to do so now.  
See page 110 for suggestions.

 Each day you will close your study time with a prayer time. Feel free 
to expand your prayer time as long as you please. Learning to pray 
comes with experience and practice. Today talk to the Lord about 
your love relationship with Him. Share with Him your desires for 
this study. Ask Him to teach you to be a person of prayer. Ask Him 
to make your prayer group people of prayer.

W
eek 1 » D

ay 1

Those who gather to pray 
in His name experience a 
greater dimension of His 
presence. We reflect the 
unity within the Trinity.


