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Introduction

Viewer Guide
Read Exodus 25:1-2,8-9. Open your spiritual eyes to:
1. The

wonder

God asked,
2. The

of God’s
Where

beauty

pursuit
are

you

of man.
(Gen. 3:8-9)?

of God’s consistency .

• According to Anchor Bible Dictionary, “more verses of the Pentateuch
are devoted to it [the tabernacle] than any other
object .”
• Compare Exodus 25:8-9 and 25:40. The phrase ‘the pattern shown you
on the mountain’ (also translated “which is being shown you”) “means
literally ‘which you are caused
to
see . ’ ”
• Compare Hebrews 8:5. The Old Testament tabernacle was a copy
and shadow of a
reality. Strong’s definition of the
heavenly
Greek word hupodeigma, translated “copy,” is “an exhibit
for
imitation … a pattern.” Lenski’s Commentary on the New Testament offers these synonyms: “a sketch ,
tracing , outline.”
See Revelation 15:5.
3. The

glory

of God’s

Son . See Luke 24:25-27,44-45.

May these words become our constant plea throughout the next 10 weeks:
“Lord, open my mind that I might have understanding.”
The Greek word for “understand” is suniemi which “strictly denotes the collecting together of the individual features of an object into a whole, as collecting
the pieces of a puzzle and putting them together.”
Lord Jesus,

open

my

mind

so I can understand the Scriptures.
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A WOMAN’S HEART

Viewer Guide
Session 1

Broken Hearts,
Broken Ties
Today we conclude our scriptural overview of events leading up to God’s command
in Exodus 25:8-9.
God’s Heavenly Dwelling

The Garden of Eden

The Tabernacle

Ties Between God’s Heavenly Dwelling,
the Garden, and the Tabernacle
1. Compare the settings in Revelation 22:1-2 and Genesis 2:8-10.
tree
river
mountain
a. _________________
b. _________________
c. _________________
2. The consistency of God.
• God told Moses to tell Pharaoh: “Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning … And thou shalt say to him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath
sent me unto thee, saying, Let my people go, that they may serve me
in the

28

wilderness

” (Ex. 7:15-16, KJV; recall Gen. 3:18).

Broken Hearts, Broken Ties

• Compare Genesis 3:8 with Leviticus 26:11-12 and Deuteronomy 23:14.
According to Dr. G.K. Beale, “The same Hebrew verbal form (stem)
mithallek (hithpael) used for God’s

walking

back and _______
forth

in the Garden (Gen. 3:8), also describes God’s
the

tabernacle

presence

in

.”1

• Man’s primary commission was to

work and take

care

of his

garden home (Gen. 2:15). Compare Numbers 3:7-8. “Both terms occur
together to describe the charge of the Levites for the tabernacle (Num.
3:7-8; 18:7), thus again suggesting a relationship between Eden
tabernacle

and

.”2 Connect the wording back to Exodus 7:16.

• See the play on words in Genesis 2:24-25 and 3:1. “The term ‘ naked ’
(pl. arummim) is a play on the word ‘ crafty ’ (arum), which describes
the nature of the serpent.”3
3. God’s determination to connect earth with heaven.
According to G.K. Beale, the three parts of Israel’s temple represented the
three parts of the cosmos: the outer court:
the holy place:
dwelling

visible
of

visible

heavens

earth

;

; the Holy of Holies:

God .4

___________
1. Dr. G. K Beale, The Temple and the Church’s Mission: A Biblical Theology of the Dwelling Place of God (Downer’s Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press,
2004), 66.
2. Kenneth A. Matthews, The New American Commentary: Genesis 1–11:26 (Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 1996), 210.
3. Ibid., 225.
4. Beale, 54.
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Viewer Guide
Session 2

New Starts and
Barren Hearts
Today’s lesson will draw back to day 4 of our homework as we expound further
on the timeless truths represented by the manna in the wilderness.
Read Exodus 16:1-32.
Let’s consider the following points from verses 17-18:
1. God is

expecting

our

unexpected

.

• Read John 6:30-35 then compare 2 Peter 1:3.

2. Daily bread is about

48

daily

relationship

.

New Starts and Barren Hearts

daily

3. Our objections to God’s
pride

and

fear

approach are rooted in

.

Conclude with Lamentations 3:19-24.
Amid our objections, God offers compassion.
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Viewer Guide
Session 3

Prepared Hearts
In today’s session, we will pick up the narrative portion of Exodus 32–34 exactly
where it ended on day 5 of our homework. As Exodus 33 opens, the Israelites
have sinned so grievously against God that the entire relationship seems at risk.
Ironically, right here in the aftermath of Israel’s great offense, Exodus 33 records
“the most elevated glimpse of God Moses has ever had and will have.”1
Our specific goal today is that God would use Exodus 33 to give us …

An Elevated Glimpse of God

70

1. His stunning

affectability

2. His willing

friendship

3. His priority

Presence

Prepared Hearts

“My Presence will go and, thus I will dispel your

anxiety

.”2

God’s Distinguishing Presence
• Our “

with

• Our “

significance

4. His incomparable

” need

glory

” need

.

___________
1. Peter Enns, NIV Application Commentary: Exodus (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 200), 583.
2. John I. Durham, Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 3 (Nashville: Nelson Reference, 1987), 444.
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Viewer Guide
Session 4

Hearts
Approaching
the Altar
Today we will review our construction site thus far and then set our gaze on
the imposing vessel positioned between the gate and the door of the Tabernacle.
Outside the holy of holies, no vessel had greater significance than the altar of
sacrifice. We will recap some of the details we learned in day 2 of our homework,
add to them, and picture ourselves within them.
Recap Exodus 27:1-8 then read Exodus 29:42-46.
May God choose to meet us at the altar today, take us to its four corners,
and show us the altar from four perspectives.
1. A place of

awe

Read Isaiah 6:1-8.

90

Hearts Approaching the Altar

2. A place of

relief

See the words “atoned for” in Isaiah 6:7. The Hebrew transliteration kapar
means “to

cover

… make

reconciliation

…

It is often used with reference to ‘covering’ sin with the blood of a
sacrifice .”
Compare Psalm 32:1-7.
3. A place of

refuge

Read 1 Kings 1:50-53 (drawing back to Ex. 21:13-14).
4. A place of

joy

Read Leviticus 9:22-24 and compare Exodus 29:35-37.

Consider Psalm 32:1 again. The Hebrew word translated “blessed” in
this verse means happy.

Video sessions are available for download at www.lifeway.com/women.
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Viewer Guide
Session 5

Hearts in
Fellowship
This week in our study we joyfully entered the holy place. This large room constituting the first two-thirds of the tabernacle housed three holy vessels. Each
symbolized the privilege of serving God and fellowshipping with Him in some
unique way. Two of them—the golden lampstand and the table of the bread
of Presence—preoccupied our thoughts throughout week 5 while the altar of
incense awaits us. Today we will return to the golden lampstand and see what
additional light God may grant us. Review Exodus 25:31-40.

More Insights on the Lampstand
1. The

echo

Eden . Compare Exodus 25:40 to Numbers 8:1-4.

of

Hear from Vern S. Poythress in The Shadow of Christ in the Law of Moses: “The
tabernacle is a renewed version of the
cherubim

But curtains with
into

God’s

presence

Garden

of

on them still

bar

Eden

.

the way

, just as cherubim barred the way into

the original Garden of Eden after the Fall (Gen. 3:24).”1
2. The suggestion of the

branches ,

(v. 33). “It is a message about
springtime

,

buds , and

time , the familiar cycle of growth of plants,

summer

, and harvest .” He goes on to say,

“This strange tree has buds, blossoms, almond flowers, and fruit

112

blossoms

all

at

Hearts in Fellowship

once
of

, because it must be a static picture of the whole cycle
that God has created and sustains.”2

time

almond

3. The significance of the

flowers

(v. 33).

Compare Jeremiah 1:11-12. The Hebrew word for almond (shaqed) “is related
to the Hebrew word for ‘

watch

’ (shaqad).” According to the JPS Torah

Commentary on Exodus, The stem sh-q-d means “to be watchful ,
wakeful,

vigilant

.”

• The almond tree is “the

earliest

spring-flowering plant in

the land of Israel, often even before the end of February.”
• The NEB conveys the overtone: “I am early on the watch (soqed) to carry
out my purpose” (Jer. 1:12).
4. The continued

combined

imagery

of the tree and

the lampstand. This is a great time for a reminder of the kind of oil used
in the lampstand. (See Lev. 24:1-4.) Now compare Zechariah 4:1-14 and
Revelation 11:1-4.
5. Reread Leviticus 24:4. The exhortation to tend
continually

the lampstand

. Compare this to John 15:1-3.

___________
1. Vern S. Poythress, The Shadow of Christ in the Law of Moses (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 1995), 19.
2. Ibid.
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Viewer Guide
Session 6

The Heart
of a Servant
In our sixth week of homework we moved as close to the veil as the holy place
allowed us. There we studied the altar of incense and began our more in-depth
look at the Old Testament priesthood. In today’s lesson we will stand at the altar
of incense again, seeing new insights as well as further developing several segments
of Scripture you’ve considered this week.

Let’s review and build on the following segments from your homework:

• Exodus 30:1-10. Consider the original meaning of the word translated
“altar” both here and in reference to the bronze altar. The Hebrew transliteration mizbeah means “an altar, a place of
• Psalm 141:1-2. The altar of incense symbolizes

sacrifice
prayer

.”
.

Compare Revelation 5:6-9; 8:3-5; and 6:9-11.
Not coincidentally, the Gospel of Luke unfolds with a wonderful account
involving the altar of incense. We’ll read Luke 1:5-25 and consider the following
for those of us who help comprise the New Testament “royal priesthood”
(1 Pet. 2:9).

134

The Heart of a Servant

Parallels with New Testament Priesthood
blamelessness

1. The

of Zechariah and Elizabeth

(v. 6; compare Ps. 19:13).

How might you complete the following about you and/or others you love?
“But (I, we, they)

have

no

2. The specification of the angel

____________________.”

Gabriel

(v. 19; compare Dan. 9:20-23).

3. The initial words of Gabriel: “Do not be
prayer

has been

afraid

… your

heard ” (v. 13; compare John 11:41-42).

4. God never receives more glory than when we can say beyond question,
“The

Lord

has

done

this

for

me ”

(v. 25).

Video sessions are available for download at www.lifeway.com/women.
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Viewer Guide
Session 7

A Heart That
Intercedes
Fill in the following blanks based on the King James Version of Hebrews 7:25:
save

“Wherefore he is able also to

them to the
liveth

that come unto God by him, seeing he ever
intercession

uttermost
to make

for them.”

Part 1: The Promise of Hebrews 7:25a
• “Able”: Greek transliteration, dunamai, which means “is powerful to.”
• “Save”: Greek transliteration, sozo, which means “to save, i.e., deliver
or

protect

(literal or figurative):—
whole

do well, be (make)

heal , preserve …

.”

“Christ’s salvation is a complete deliverance, no matter what the need of the sinner.”
Expositor’s Commentary
• “uttermost”: Greek transliteration, panteles, is comprised of two Greek
all

words: pas, which means
completion
definite

158

and telos which means

, “from a primary tello (to set out for a

point or

goal ) … result …

purpose .”

A Heart That Intercedes

• The Greek transliterated phrase eis to panteles appears in one other place:
Luke 13:11 (read Luke 13:10-17). Consider the following translations:
“She was
“

utterly

unable to bend back”—Lenski;

quite unable”—New International Commentary of the New

Testament; “not able to straighten up
“

completely

at

all

,” and further,

unable” —Word Biblical Commentry

Part 2: The Passion of Hebrews 7:25b
• Romans 8:27 tells us this intercession is according to the will of God.
• “Purpose”—Greek transliteration, boule, “will, project, intention, as the
result of

reflections

; counsel, decree, aim, or estimation,

as it denotes deliberation and reflection.”1 “Boule as the
first
thought

stage of inward ‘deliberation’ …
… Secondly, boule denotes the final

result of

inner deliberation.”
• The verb form of this same Greek word, boule, is used in 1 Corinthians 12:11
concerning God’s assignment of our

spiritual

gifts

.

In light of these meanings, let’s explore Luke 22:41-42; 22:31-32.

___________
1. Hebrew-Greek Keyword Study Bible: New International Version (Chattanooga: AMG Publishers, 1996), 1600.
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Viewer Guide
Session 8

Hearts Beyond
the Veil
Exodus 26:33 introduces our lesson today as we move from the holy place to the
most holy place, the home of the ark of the covenant. We have only one way of
getting there. We must find our way through the veil.

The Most Holy Place
1. We have an

anchor

veil

behind the

(Heb. 6:13-20).

The “two unchangeable things” (v. 18):
• The
• The
2. We have an
• We have
have

promise
oath

of God

by which it is

confirmed

invitation

behind the veil (Heb. 10:19-25).

confidence

(v. 19). “Therefore, brothers, since we

authorization

for free

access

the heavenly sanctuary by the means of the blood of Jesus.”

180

to

H e a r t s B e y o n d t h e Ve i l

• We have “a

new

a. Neos: new and
b. Kainos: new but

and

living

way.” Three Greek words for new:

similar
different

c. Prosphatos: “etymologically meaning ‘ freshly

killed

’; …

the word simply means ‘new,’ ‘fresh,’ ‘recent.’ ” “With respect to time,
the way is ‘new’ in the sense of recent … With respect to quality, it
expresses the

freshness

of the new revelation

that will not become old.”
• We have an open curtain (Matt. 27:51).
• We have faith, hope, and love (1 Cor. 13:12-13).

Outer Court

Holy Place Holy of Holies

Video sessions are available for download at www.lifeway.com/women.

181

A WOMAN’S HEART

Viewer Guide
Session 9

The Heart of
the Testimony
Today we get to celebrate the finished work of the Old Testament tabernacle and
see how God demonstrated His approval. We will then track the glory of God
amid earthly dwelling places and behold glimpses of God’s perfect order.

Some Revelations of God’s Glory
Read Exodus 40:12-38. Consider the following revelations of God’s glory based
on this segment and those which follow.
preparation

1. The

for the glory of God.

obedience

• The

: Note the repetitive clause in verses 19, 21,

23, 25, 27, 29, and 32. Word Biblical Commentary translates the Hebrew,
exactly

“

finish

• The
2. The

as Yahweh had commanded Moses.”

filling

of the tabernacle with the glory of God (vv. 34-35).

The Hebrew sakan transliterated “settled” means to
abide

. The term “

glory was derived from sakan.

200

shekinah

rest

or

” in relationship to God’s

T h e H e a r t o f t h e Te s t i m o n y

3. The

transfer

4. The

departure

of the (manifest) glory of God (2 Chron. 5:1-14).
of the glory of God (Ezek. 10:1-8,18-19;

11:16-25). Trace each sighting in this space:
• Ezekiel 10:3—the

inner

• Ezekiel 10:4—the

threshold

court

• Ezekiel 10:19—the entrance to the
• Ezekiel 11:23—above the

east

gate

mountain

east

of the temple
5. The glory of God associated with

Herod’s

temple (Luke 2:21-32).

Note the translation, “A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES,
And the
6. The

glory
return

of Your people

Israel

” (v. 32, NASB).

of the glory of God.

See Acts 1:8 and hear Zechariah 14:1,3-9.

Conclude with Ezekiel 43:1-7 and Philippians 2:9-11.
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Viewer Guide
Session 10

Mended Hearts,
Eternal Ties
Today we not only complete our series but also we glance ahead at prophecies
describing how God will complete His. In our final hour of Bible study, let’s
behold the beauty and consistency of God once more.
God’s Heavenly Dwelling

Millennial Temple

The Garden of Eden

The Tabernacle

Believers’ Temples

Christ

Soloman’s Temple

Part 1: The Present Dwelling Place
Read Acts 2:1-4,17,38-41.
•

The
cloud
filled

Tabernacle

covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the LORD
the tabernacle.” Remember that “

was in the cloud by night” (v. 38).

220

: Exodus 40:34 reads, “Then the
fire

Mended Hearts, Eternal Ties

The

•

Temple

: 1 Kings 8:10-11 reads, “When the priests
filled

withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud

the temple of

the LORD. And the priests could not perform their service because of the
glory

cloud, for the

of the LORD filled his temple.”

(Cross reference 2 Chron. 7:1-3.)
The

•

Church

: Acts 2:2-4 reads, “Suddenly a sound

like the blowing of a violent wind came from
filled

heaven

and

the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what
fire

seemed to be tongues of

on each of them. All of them were

that separated and came to rest
filled

with the Holy Spirit.”
tabernacle

“The manner in which God’s presence comes to fill the
temple

church

and

enhances the plausibility that
temple

Luke is describing Pentecost as the

,

for this new age.”1

Part 2: The Final Dwelling Place
Read. Revelation 21:1-6.
• The

finished

plan: “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with

men” (Rev. 21:3, KJV).
• The
(
• The

shape
gold

(a

material

) (Rev. 21:10-18; 1 Kings 6:20-22)

final

• The eternal

cube ) and the
temple

Eden

(Rev. 21:22-27)

(Rev. 22:1-6)

___________
1. G. K. Beale, The Temple and the Church’s Mission (Downer’s Grove, IL: InterVarstiy Press, 2004), 211.
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