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Preface

What Is Prayer?

Before we talk about prayer, we must define it and tell how it 
should be used. Why? Because non-Christians often think 
of prayer in a completely different way than Christians do. 

We must compare apples with apples. Sometimes non-Christians 
criticize prayer, but they do not have a proper understanding of 
Christian prayer. It is important to be on the same page so we talk 
to each other instead of at each other.

Prayer is talking to God based on a relationship with God. 
Prayer is communication with God. But prayer is more intimate 
than talking to a friend. Prayer is a family relationship. It is like 
talking to your father. That is the way Jesus described it.

Whenever you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites, 
because they love to pray standing in the synagogues and 
on the street corners to be seen by people. I assure you: 
They’ve got their reward! But when you pray, go into your 
private room, shut your door, and pray to your Father who 
is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you. When you pray, don’t babble like the idolaters, since 
they imagine they’ll be heard for their many words. Don’t 
be like them, because your Father knows the things you 
need before you ask Him. (Matt 6:5–8)
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Since prayer is a family relationship, you must know the heav-
enly Father to pray to Him. And Jesus is the only way to the Father. 
“I am the way, the truth, and the life,” Jesus said. “No one comes to 
the Father except through Me” (John 14:6). In other words, Jesus 
says there is no other means of access to God. The Creator of the 
universe graciously grants people to have a relationship with Him 
through His Son Jesus Christ.

The Bible has many things to say about this relationship to 
the Father. Jesus said, “Unless someone is born again, he can-
not see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). To experience physical 
birth is not enough; a person must have a second birth into God’s 
family—a spiritual birth. Jesus said the Father gave “the right to be 
children of God” to those who “receive” Jesus and “believe” in Him 
(John 1:12). Though all people stand before God as condemned 
sinners (Rom 3:23), God sent His Son to take away the sin of the 
world (John 1:29). Jesus sacrificed Himself as a perfect substitute 
for sinners (2 Cor 5:21) so that they might be saved. Those who 
trust in Jesus receive eternal life (John 3:16) and are adopted as 
God’s children (Gal 4:4–5). As a child of God, you can talk (pray) 
to Him, making requests of God the Father through Jesus Christ 
(John 14:13).

Having defined prayer in this way, it is easier to see why so 
many individuals have difficulty with the notion of prayer. Non-
believing critics may have difficulty with prayer because they fail 
to understand the nature of a Christian’s relationship to God in 
prayer. Even believers may have difficulty with prayer if they mis-
understand the basis for prayer in a relationship with God. Perhaps 
the voice of the critic has caused the believer to question some of 
the fundamental biblical truths about Christian prayer. It is for 
these reasons that we have written this book.

The purpose of this book, then, is not devotional, seeking 
to move you to prayer. Of course, we hope you will be motivated 
to pray as you find answers to those pressing questions about 
the nature of prayer. Nor is this a practical handbook on prayer 
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offering you instructions on how to pray, though we believe you 
will receive encouraging tips on prayer. Finally, this book does not 
describe the various ways to pray, although you will be challenged 
to consider alternative forms of prayer.1 Fundamentally, this book 
is an apologetic approach to prayer. The questions we have selected 
serve as the antithesis of this book; they are the problems we seek 
to answer.

The Approach and Plan of 10 Questions

This book addresses ten questions commonly asked about prayer. 
Some are more likely to be raised by non-Christians or even by 
those opposed to Christianity. Yet even serious Christians have 
questions about prayer. Identifying those questions and uncovering 
the motives behind them will put us in a better position to answer 
them.

In cases where questions about prayer are levied by non-
Christians as a means of casting doubt on fundamental biblical 
truths about the Christian faith, the book will use an apologetic 
approach. Apologetics refers to a reasoned defense of Christianity. 
The word apologetics comes from the Greek word apologia, which 
means “a defense.” The related verb apologeomai (“to defend 
oneself ”) is used in Acts when Paul gives his trial defense before 
Festus and Agrippa (Acts 26:1–2). Peter tells believers to be 
ready to defend their faith: “But honor the Messiah as Lord in 
your hearts. Always be ready to give a defense to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you” (1 Pet 3:15). 
Apologetics exists to remove intellectual barriers to Christianity 
by answering questions raised by skeptics and nonbelievers. 
Christians who use apologetics present a rational basis for the 
Christian faith by defending it against objections, misrepresen-
tations, and attacks.

Therefore, in this book we will use apologetics to defend the 
Christian practice of prayer by appealing to logic and common 
understanding. Once we establish the rationality of prayer, we 
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will then seek to answer a given question on the basis of biblical 
precepts and practices.

The plan of this book will entail a counterpoint/point struc-
ture. Each chapter will assess opposing viewpoints to the question 
at hand in the “Counterpoint” section. We will then follow the 
“Counterpoint” with a “Point” section outlining the perspec-
tive of the authors. The “Point” section will offer several “Prayer 
Principles” defending our position based on firm biblical, theologi-
cal, and philosophical principles.

Endnote
1. To see a complete listing of the various ways to pray and the prin-

ciples to follow when praying, see Elmer Towns, The Prayer Journey Bible 
(Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image Publishing, 2011). The appendix lists 
549 different ways to pray, pp. 1965–2111.
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Chapter 1

Can Prayer Override  
the Natural Laws  
of the Universe?

Elmer Towns

How powerful is prayer? James 5:16 teaches that the prayer of 
a righteous person is powerful and effective. What example 
did James give as evidence for this claim? He cited the 

prophet Elijah, a man whose prayers held back rain for more than 
three years in the land of Israel. The same God who created the 
heavens and the earth (Gen 1:1) also held the power to control 
whether rain fell from the sky upon the land.

While the Bible includes many examples of God’s intervention 
in the laws of nature, there is much debate regarding whether He 
continues to operate in this way today. Should we pray for God to 
intervene to change the course of nature in order to answer our 
prayers? The answer to this question has vast implications, ranging 
from how we pray regarding natural disasters to how we intercede 
on behalf of loved ones with sickness or disease. In this chapter 
we will first look at the argument of those who would answer this 
question negatively. Second, we will respond with a few Prayer 
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Principles that seek to account for the biblical evidence. Third, we 
will conclude with several observations applicable to our own lives 
as we seek to both understand and live a life of prayer that reflects 
an accurate interpretation of Scripture. As we do, we hope you will 
find yourself strengthened and encouraged not only by the stories 
of God at work throughout history but also by how He can change 
lives—including yours—today.

Counterpoint

Not everyone believes God overrides the natural laws of the 
universe to answer prayer. Among them are three categories of 
individuals. First, there are those who deny the existence of God 
at all. Those who hold to this view are called atheists. While the 
number of people in our society who hold to atheism is a small 
minority, it includes a vocal and growing number of Americans. 
For example, best-selling author and atheist Sam Harris wrote 
concerning Hurricane Katrina:

What was God doing while Katrina laid waste to their 
city? Surely He heard the prayers of those elderly men and 
women who fled the rising waters for the safety of their 
attics, only to be slowly drowned there. These were people 
of faith. These were good men and women who had 
prayed throughout their lives. Do you have the courage to 
admit the obvious? These poor people died talking to an 
imaginary friend.1

The outspoken atheist Dr. Richard Dawkins referred to 
another writer on this issue stating, “He noted that every Sunday, 
in churches throughout Britain, entire congregations prayed pub-
licly for the health of the royal family. Shouldn’t they, therefore, be 
unusually fit, compared with the rest of us?”2 Since the royal family 
is not “unusually fit” compared with the rest of society, Hawkins 
argues that prayer has no impact on the lives of people.
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Another category of individuals are those who remain uncer-
tain of whether God exists. Those who hold to this view are called 
agnostics. The views of agnostics have some affinities with athe-
ists but are in general much less committed to a particular view 
of God. A rising group of individuals in this category labeled the 
“Nones” now comprise approximately 19 percent of all Americans.3 
Now more than ever our society faces a time when many people 
either oppose the idea of God’s intervening within natural laws 
to answer prayer (atheists) or are uncertain if this is even possible 
(agnostics).

In addition, historically another category of individuals argues 
that God does not interfere with natural law. Popular during 
America’s early history, Deism teaches that a divine Creator 
God set the universe in motion, yet does not intervene in daily 
life. Founding fathers such as Benjamin Franklin and Thomas 
Jefferson are often listed among those who held to this view.

There are many other perspectives on divine intervention in 
addition to the three briefly mentioned above. Islam, for example, 
argues for a god who intervenes according to the teachings of the 
Qur’an, while eastern religions such as Buddhism and Hinduism 
emphasize the view that God is in all things. In what follows, we 
will seek to determine what the Bible teaches on this important 
question. In so doing, we will discover that God has not only 
intervened over natural law in the past; He also declares He can 
continue to do so today.

Point

Logically, those who believe in an all-powerful God must at the 
very least accept that God could intervene in the laws of nature to 
accomplish His will. As one writer notes, 

We can safely conclude that within the Christian per-
spective of God, he possesses attributes that allow him to 
access laws of the universe that we do not know about and 
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use them, in combination with his divine power in nature, 
to bring about the miraculous. There is nothing illogical 
about this. Therefore, there’s nothing illogical about God 
performing miracles.4 

However, our concern is whether God has intervened in the past 
as well as whether He can and does continue to intervene today. 
Since the Scriptures will serve as our primary source of evidence, 
it is important first to consider how it portrays God’s intervening 
in the laws of nature in the form of miracles.

In the New Testament the following four Greek words are 
primarily used to refer to miracles:

1. Semeion—a “sign”, i.e., an evidence of a divine commis-
sion; an attestation of a divine message (Matt 12:38–39; 
16:1, 4; Mark 8:11; Luke 11:16; 23:8; John 2:11, 18, 23; 
Acts 6:8, etc.); a token of the presence and working of 
God; the seal of a higher power.

2. Terata—“wonders;” wonder-causing events; portents; pro-
ducing astonishment in the beholder (Acts 2:19).

3. Dunameis—“might works;” works of superhuman power 
(Acts 2:22; Rom 15:19; 2 Thess 2:9); of a new and higher 
power.

4. Erga—“works;” the works of Him who is “wonderful in 
working” (John 5:20, 36).5

In each case a miracle was a sign or working of power that per-
formed something that defied human explanation. How has God 
supernaturally intervened? Numerous examples could be provided, 
but here are seven occasions that clearly reveal God suspended the 
known laws of the universe to accomplish a miracle:

• Jesus and Peter walking on water
• Jesus raising the dead (Jairus’s daughter, the widow’s son, 

and Lazarus)
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• God sending fire and brimstone on Sodom and Gomorrah
• God raining bread daily from heaven (the manna in the 

wilderness)
• Jesus feeding 5,000 with five loaves of bread and two small 

fish
• Jesus giving sight to a blind man
• Jesus turning water into wine

None of these seven miracles could be adequately explained apart 
from an intervention in the normal working laws of the universe. 
The only other option is to conclude that the miracles have been 
inaccurately recorded in Scripture, which would call into question 
the integrity of the Bible. It is beyond the scope of this book to 
offer a full treatment of the evidence for the Bible’s inspiration and 
authority. Other scholarly works have shown that Scripture has 
been faithfully preserved and accepted from the earliest times as 
being from God, and the Bible itself attests to its own divine ori-
gins (2 Tim 3:16–17; 2 Pet 1:20–21). We will, however, offer a few 
governing Prayer Principles to help explain why God can intervene 
in the laws of nature and how this truth relates to prayer.

Prayer Principle: God, the Creator of all things, can create 

a higher law, suspend existing natural laws, or work within 

existing laws to answer prayers as He chooses.

God can answer a prayer with a higher law than the existing natural 
law. Notice how the law of gravity is overridden in a human-made, 
antigravity chamber where people f loat and turn somersaults in 
the air. If machines can supersede the law of gravity, so can God.

If we believe there is a God who has created all things, then 
the largest miracle has already taken place, namely creation. Other 
miracles or divine interventions in the universe are therefore cer-
tainly within His power. According to C. S. Lewis, a miracle is “an 
interference with Nature by supernatural power.”6 God answers 
prayer to do the miraculous for His purposes, not ours. So when 
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we pray, we ask according to God’s will (Matt 6:9) and according 
to His Word (John 15:7). Yet we also desire for God to answer 
according to His divine purpose.

Prayer Principle: Biblical prayer assumes and expects  

the miraculous.

I personally believe in miracles because the Bible declares miracles 
will happen. In addition, I have seen God do the miraculous in 
answer to prayer, both in my life and in the lives of others. The 
Christian philosopher argues for God’s existence by stating that 
if there are laws, there must also be an ultimate Lawmaker. But 
could we not also suggest that if there is an ultimate Lawmaker, 
then He could interrupt His laws for His purpose?

While it is one thing to conclude from the biblical evidence 
that God has intervened in the past, it is quite another to say that 
He still intervenes in the present. There are those who maintain 
that the time of miracles has passed. Is this true? While we might 
not experience the same types of miracles seen by the prophets or 
apostles of Scripture, there is no biblical reason to conclude that 
God does not continue to work in miraculous ways to accomplish 
His purposes today. We will look at the various types of miracles 
noted in Scripture to better understand how God has worked 
throughout history and can work today in response to our prayers.

First, there are one-time miracles. In creation God brought 
together matter, energy, time, space, laws, and life. This miracle 
of creation was a one-time event that will not be repeated today. 
There are also other miracles listed in the Bible that were one-time 
events such as the virgin birth of Jesus, His resurrection, and His 
ascension to heaven.

Second, there are sign miracles. These sign miracles serve as 
powerful demonstrations of God’s power recorded in Scripture. 
The purpose of sign miracles is to show God’s power and glory. 
These involved Jesus calming the storm on the Sea of Galilee and 
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the many miracles Jesus did in healing the sick of various diseases 
and infirmities.

When you think of a sign miracle, think of the signs you see in 
your travels. Signs are constructed to give you direction, informa-
tion, or to confirm what you know. In the same way, God gave a 
sign of direction to Moses through a burning bush (Exod 3:1–9). 
There were also some signs warning of danger, such as the ten 
plagues in Egypt where miracles were used to warn Pharaoh and 
the Egyptians. Some signs make announcements. For example, the 
angels appeared to the shepherds in the field in order to announce 
the birth of Jesus Christ (Luke 2:8–20). Other signs give confir-
mation of a divine call or commissioning. Gideon prayed for the 
wool of a lamb to be wet and the ground dry. God confirmed His 
call to Gideon through this sign miracle (Judg 6:36–40).

Third, there are power-demonstrating miracles. People 
expected the Messiah to have great power. When Jesus Christ 
stopped the winds and waves, people observed that “even the 
winds and the sea obey him” (Matt 8:27). In that miracle He dem-
onstrated He could do what only God does. He demonstrated that 
He was God. According to the Gospels, Jesus performed at least 
thirty-seven specific miracles. John 21:25 further adds, “And there 
are also many other things that Jesus did, which, if they were writ-
ten one by one, I suppose not even the world itself could contain 
the books that would be written.”

In the Old Testament, God used certain people to perform 
power-demonstrating miracles as well. The Lord provided two 
such miracles during the time He spoke to Moses at the burning 
bush. Moses was to use these miracles in the presence of Pharaoh. 
(Exodus 4). The parting of the Red Sea offered yet another pow-
erful sign that God was at work in Moses and had provided an 
escape or “exodus” for His people out of Egypt. Further signs were 
provided through Moses during the forty years in the wilderness 
to reveal God at work in his life and in the life of the community 
of the Israelites.
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The ministry of Elijah provides another biblical example of 
God’s using a power-demonstrating miracle to reveal His work 
through His servants and to draw people closer to Him. The most 
significant of the sign miracles performed in the life of Elijah 
involved his calling down fire from the sky to prove that the Lord 
was the one true God (1 Kgs 18:38–39). In response the people 
turned from worship of Baal and honored the Lord.

Fourth, there are providential miracles. The word providence 
comes from the Latin providere, which means, “to foresee.” In His 
foreknowledge God sees what is going to happen, then brings all 
things together to occur according to His will. I like to explain 
providence similar to the role of the director of a film. First, the 
director must see the end product in his or her mind. Then the he 
or she must direct the scenes of the film to accomplish this vision. 
This includes the instructions given to the actors, the editing 
work in postproduction, and even how the film is marketed to its 
audience. The director may never appear on camera, yet his or her 
work is evident in every frame of the movie. Similarly, God may 
not always show up as the star actor but may sometimes arrange 
circumstances in such a way as to accomplish everything according 
to His divine will.

Therefore, God answers our prayer with providence. God can 
work behind the scenes to arrange the proper conditions to answer 
our requests when we pray. John D. Morris explains providential 
miracles in this way:

Consider miracles of providence. These occur when God 
acts within His ordained natural processes to bestow His 
benevolence on His creation. They may involve the precise 
timing of a natural occurrence, or an unusual rate of a 
process. A providential event may be extremely unlikely 
from a statistical point of view, but within the realm of 
possibility. Usually we consider miracles to be something 
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desirable, a gift of God’s grace, but they may be quite 
catastrophic—a judgment or a chastisement.

Miracles could affect either believers or unbelievers. 
For believers, God answers prayers, fulfills promises, pro-
vides every need, corrects wrong behavior, and in general, 
shows His favor. To unbelievers, He can likewise show His 
favor, or punish wrongdoing. He demonstrates to all that 
He exists and exhibits His desire that all be saved.7

Even in our actions, then, the Lord directs our steps and guides 
our movements to accomplish His purpose. The end result is 
sometimes a miracle; yet God need not always interfere with the 
laws of nature. Instead, God can work providentially through 
natural laws. God rules the world by His laws and can certainly 
use the powers of the laws already in place to accomplish His will.

Fifth, there are miracles of conversion. When Jesus said, “You 
must be born again” (John 3:7), He explained that when a person 
becomes a follower of Jesus Christ, he or she receives new life. 
Miracles can lead to a conversion as an unbeliever is convicted of 
sin and future judgment (John 16:7–11). When the Holy Spirit 
convicts us of sin, our spiritual blindness is removed so we see our 
sin as it really is. When we have a full understanding of our lost 
condition before God, we are motivated to cry out for salvation. 
This process is nothing short of miraculous.

The Holy Spirit then causes us to understand the gospel by 
removing the blindness of unbelief. Paul spoke of this in 2  Cor 
4:3–4: “But if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing. In their case, the god of this age has blinded the minds 
of the unbelievers so they cannot see the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” When people testify 
of their conversion they often say, “It took a miracle for Christ to 
save me.”
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In fact, the miracle of conversion was of tremendous impor-
tance in the start of the early church. On the day of Pentecost, 
more than 3,000 people came to faith in Jesus and were baptized 
that day (Acts 2:41). The book of Acts records three other addi-
tional conversion accounts as well, often including other miracu-
lous events in the immediate context:

• The conversion of many Samaritans (Acts 8:5–25): In this 
account, the early Jewish believers were surprised at the 
conversion of non-Jews to the faith.

• The Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:26–39): One of the top 
leaders in Ethiopia happened to be reading the prophet 
Isaiah when Philip was led to share the gospel with him. 
The man believed and was baptized immediately, with 
Philip miraculously disappearing afterwards.

• The Philippian jailer (Acts 16:25–33): An earthquake 
opened the doors of the prison, leaving the jailor con-
sidering suicide at the thought of the prisoners under his 
command escaping. Instead, Paul and Silas stopped him, 
shared the gospel, and led the man and his family mem-
bers to faith in Jesus late that night.

The apostle Paul’s conversion is one of the most dramatic 
accounts in Scripture of a miraculous conversion. On the road to 
Damascus to arrest Christians, he was blinded by a bright light 
and experienced a vision of Jesus. Paul remained blind for three 
days until a believer named Ananias, who likewise experienced 
a vision from Christ, restored Paul’s sight. Paul was baptized and 
became the leading missionary to the Gentiles in the early church. 
Both the conversion and the circumstances surrounding his con-
version were supernatural.

Later, Paul would write, 

I received mercy because I acted out of ignorance in unbe-
lief. And the grace of our Lord overflowed, along with 
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the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. This saying is 
trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance: “Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners”—and I am the worst 
of them. But I received mercy for this reason, so that in 
me, the worst of them, Christ Jesus might demonstrate 
His extraordinary patience as an example to those who 
would believe in Him for eternal life. (1 Tim 1:13–16) 

He viewed God’s work of conversion in his life as powerful evi-
dence of God’s mercy as an example to others.

Sixth, there are miracles of God’s guidance. The Holy Spirit 
directs or guides the believer (Gal 5:16). When the Holy Spirit leads 
us, we can have confidence that we are children of God: “All those 
led by God’s Spirit are God’s sons” (Rom 8:14). God comes to 
humans and works in our thoughts, desires, emotions, and aspira-
tions—all to guide us into the divine purpose He has chosen.

God also leads believers through many external means that 
would not necessarily be considered miraculous. We often refer 
to these leadings as open or closed doors (1 Cor 16:9). God often 
leads through consulting friends (Prov 11:14) as well as collective 
wisdom to solve the problems of our culture (Prov 16:1).

Seventh, there is the miracle of answered prayer. The Bible 
indicates that Jesus promised unlimited results through prayer: 
“Whatever you ask in My name, I will do it so that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son” (John 14:13). But when you look at 
the conditions Jesus placed on answered prayer, we find that these 
promises are limited. Therefore, to understand what miracles God 
does answer in prayer, we need to look at the other teachings Jesus 
gave regarding His answers to our requests. Otherwise, we can 
claim one promise out of context and have an inaccurate under-
standing of prayer.
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Prayer Principle: There are conditions governing God’s 

miraculous intervention in the form of answered prayer.

Jesus offered at least six clear conditions regarding in our lives. 
First, Jesus taught that our prayers would be answered when we 
live according to God’s Word. He shared, “If you remain in Me 
and My words remain in you, ask whatever you want and it will be 
done for you” (John 15:7). In 1 John 3:21–24 we also learn, 

We have confidence before God and can receive whatever 
we ask from Him because we keep His commands and do 
what is pleasing in His sight. Now this is His command: 
that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and 
love one another as He commanded us. The one who 
keeps His commands remains in Him, and He in him.

Second, God also teaches that He answers prayers because we pray 
with confidence. First John 5:14 notes, “Now this is the confidence 
we have before Him: Whenever we ask anything according to His 
will, He hears us.” This is not a call to be boastful in our prayers 
but rather to come to the Lord confident that He can and will 
answer according to His perfect will.

Third, Jesus taught that our prayers are answered because we 
are involved in serving Christ. Jesus said, “I appointed you that you 
should go out and produce fruit and that your fruit should remain, 
so that whatever you ask the Father in My name, He will give you” 
(John 15:16).

Fourth, God answers when we pray continually and consis-
tently. Jesus clearly noted in Luke 11:9 the continuous aspect of 
prayer stating, “So I say to you, keep asking, and it will be given 
to you. Keep searching, and you will find. Keep knocking, and 
the door will be opened to you.” We are to continue to ask, seek, 
and knock. This was not a call to a single time of prayer but to an 
ongoing lifestyle of intercession.
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Fifth, we will receive answers in prayer when we ask in faith 
believing that we will receive an answer. Jesus taught, “Therefore I 
tell you, all the things you pray and ask for—believe that you have 
received them, and you will have them” (Mark 11:24). Our prayers 
are to be humble, yet also directed in confidence to the Lord, 
knowing that He hears and responds.

Sixth, we must make sure we turn from sin so God will hear 
us and answer our requests. For example, the psalmist wrote, “If 
I had been aware of malice in my heart, the Lord would not have 
listened” (Ps 66:18). That’s because “we know that God doesn’t 
listen to sinners, but if anyone is God-fearing and does His will, 
He listens to him” (John 9:31). This does not mean God cannot 
“hear” physically the prayers of every person. The idea is that He 
desires to answer those who are living according to His ways.

Seventh, Jesus promised that we could do even greater works 
than He did only through the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus com-
manded, “I assure you: The one who believes in Me will also do 
the works that I do. And he will do even greater works than these, 
because I am going to the Father” (John 14:12). This verse seems to 
promise believers will be able to do everything Jesus has done. But 
does this verse mean we can calm a tropical storm, heal leprosy, 
or raise the dead? Notice carefully, this verse did not promise we 
could do the same works as Jesus. It said we could do greater works.

Why did Jesus teach His followers would have the power to 
perform greater works than He did? It is because He promised 
to send the Holy Spirit to live in and empower the lives of those 
who believed in Him. The Holy Spirit was the power that worked 
in Jesus and works in us as well. Take a look at the four ways the 
Holy Spirit’s power was displayed through Jesus: “Jesus . . . full of 
the Holy Spirit” (Luke 4:1); Jesus “was led by the Spirit” (Luke 
4:1); “Jesus returned .  .  . in the power of the Spirit” (Luke 4:14); 
and “The Spirit of the Lord is on Me, because He has anointed 
Me” (Luke 4:18). When we are empowered by the Holy Spirit 
as Jesus was, we can accomplish the works of God that the Holy 
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Spirit desires just as He did through Jesus. Yet our sinful nature 
and human weaknesses (Rom 7:12–20) may help explain why we 
often do not allow God’s Spirit to work in our lives as effectively 
as Jesus did.

Some also suggest that the “greater works” we are able to 
accomplish include sharing the gospel with others and seeing 
them come to faith in Jesus Christ. While the healing of a person 
from sickness or disease provides a powerful testimony to God’s 
ability to heal, its impact is limited to this life. When we share the 
gospel and someone comes to faith in Jesus, the impact is eternal 
(John 3:16).

Conclusion

Miracles are not spread out evenly throughout the Bible. During 
the lifetime of Moses, God performed numerous miracles to 
bring His people out of Egypt and provide for the Israelites in the 
wilderness for forty years. During the ministries of the prophets 
Elijah and Elisha, numerous miracles were also recorded that 
revealed God’s power at work through them. The earthly ministry 
of Jesus and His earliest followers was likewise marked with a sig-
nificant number of miraculous acts. Yet between these periods of 
time, far fewer miracles were recorded in Scripture.

For example, in the New Testament John the Baptist was not 
listed as a miracle worker. We are instead told, “John never did a 
sign, but everything John said about this man [Jesus] was true” 
(John 10:41). So if you ask for a miracle and it does not happen, do 
not think you are less spiritual or that there is something wrong 
with your prayer life. Jesus said that John the Baptist was the great-
est man to have ever been born of a woman (Matt 11:11); yet John 
did not perform miracles.

Answers to prayer can often be seen through providence 
when God works behind the scenes to bring about the answers we 
seek. On occasion God will heal supernaturally or intervene in a 
miraculous way. On other occasions God’s answer is no because 
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it is not His will. Sometimes God asks us to wait; He intends to 
answer our prayer but according to His timing rather than ours. 
Yet many times God hears our prayers and answers positively, pro-
viding a perfect response to fit our time of need. The exact form of 
His answer may differ from what we originally requested, but He 
answers according to His perfect will on each occasion. Often He 
answers, “Above and beyond all that we ask or think according to 
the power that works in us” (Eph 3:20). When He does, we find 
that whether God intervenes to alter the laws of the universe or 
works within them, His perfect love is revealed in ways that com-
municate His grace for our times of need.

S. M. Lockridge was the pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in 
San Diego, California, from 1953 to 1993. He is well known for a 
passage from his sermon titled “He’s My King” that illustrates the 
power of Christ to do as He wills in regard to our prayers. I pray 
its words encourage and inspire you as we conclude this chapter:

He’s enduringly strong, He’s entirely sincere, He’s eter-
nally steadfast. He’s immortally graceful. He’s imperially 
powerful. He’s impartially merciful. He’s God’s Son. He’s 
a sinner’s Savior. He’s the centerpiece of civilization. He 
stands alone in Himself. He’s unparalleled. He’s unprec-
edented. He’s supreme. He’s preeminent. He’s the loftiest 
idea in literature. He’s the highest idea in philosophy. He’s 
the fundamental truth in theology. He’s the miracle of 
the age. He’s the only One able to supply all of our needs 
simultaneously. He supplies strength for the weak. He’s 
available for the tempted and the tried. He sympathizes 
and He saves. He guards and He guides. He heals the sick. 
He cleans the lepers. He forgives sinners. He discharges 
debtors. He delivers captives. He defends the feeble. He 
blesses the young. He serves the unfortunate. He regards 
the aged. He rewards the diligent. He beautifies the meek. 
Do you know Him?
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Well, my King is the king of knowledge. He’s the well-
spring of wisdom. He’s the doorway of deliverance, He’s 
the pathway of peace. He’s the roadway of righteousness. 
He’s the highway of holiness He’s the gateway of glory, 
He’s the master of the mighty. He’s the captain of the 
conquerors. He’s the head of the heroes. He’s the leader of 
the legislators. He’s the overseer of the overcomers. He’s 
the governor of governors. He’s the prince of princes. He’s 
the King of kings and the Lord of lords.

His life is matchless. His goodness is limitless. His 
mercy is everlasting. His love never changes. His word is 
enough. His grace is sufficient. His reign is righteous. His 
yoke is easy, and His burden is light. 

Well, I wish I could describe Him to you. But He’s 
indescribable. Yes, He’s incomprehensible. He’s invincible, 
He’s irresistible. I’m trying to tell you, the heavens can-
not contain Him, let alone a man explain Him. You can’t 
get Him out of your mind. You can’t get Him off of your 
hands. You can’t outlive Him, and you can’t live without 
Him. Well. The Pharisees couldn’t stand Him, but they 
found out they couldn’t stop Him. Pilate couldn’t find any 
fault in Him. Herod couldn’t kill Him. Death couldn’t 
handle Him, and the grave couldn’t hold Him. That’s my 
King!8

What, then, should our attitude be in prayer? The weakest 
believer, like a young child, can talk to the heavenly Father. The 
poorest sinner, like an impoverished beggar, can reach out to God 
in prayer. The ability to call on God is one of the attributes that 
distinguishes people from animals. We are spiritual beings, cre-
ated in God’s image to worship Him. As we pray to God, we 
thank Him in advance for answering our prayers, knowing He 
will respond according to His perfect will. We can praise Him for 
who He is, what He has done, and what He will do in the future.9
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