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The Beginning : 
Knowing and Doing 

God ’s Will

“For I have come down from heaven, not to do My will, 
but the will of Him who sent Me.”—Jesus (John 6:38)

MY D IGN I T Y FOR AN 

AUTOGRAPH

I (Mike) spent my first year in college 
working at a local coffee/sandwich 
shop. I liked it, but it was not the place 
you’d expect celebrities to frequent. So 
when the coach of the local NHL hockey 
team walked in one day, everyone got a 
little excited. And I was the worst. . . .

“Look! It’s Darryl Sutter!” I squealed, giddily running 
back and forth behind the counter, desperate to serve 
him. When an order for chili appeared on the screen, I 
exploded into a flurry of activity, packing up his meal in 
record time. I arranged it “just so” in a take-out bag and 
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tossed in a couple extra packets of crackers. After all, this 
guy was not only an NHL coach, he was a member of the 
famed Sutter family: seven brothers and they all played or 
coached in the National Hockey League. 

He approached the counter.
He opened his mouth to speak. 
Oh sweet mercy, I thought, he’s going to say some-

thing to me!
“I’m sorry; I actually ordered that to dine in.”
I snatched the bag off the counter, stuttering my 

apologies, and spilled chili everywhere in my attempt to 
correct the mistake. He suppressed a smile and thanked 
me, finding a table in the far corner to eat. 

When he finished his meal, he got up to leave. That 
was my cue. I mustered every ounce of courage and 
blurted, “Mr. Sutter sir, c-could I g-get your a-autograph 
p-please?” I hastily thrust a take-out bag in his face. 

“Sure, do you have a pen?” 
Panic tugged at my stomach. My eyes darted around 

the room. Sweat poured from my brow. I sheepishly 
excused myself to the kitchen.

“EVERYBODY STOP!” I hollered. “FOR THE LOVE OF 
ALL YOU HOLD SACRED, I NEED A PEN!” Thankfully I 
got my pen, and I got my autograph, but that was the 
last time Sutter darkened our doors.

I T ’ S P ERSONAL

Many people view God the way Mike saw that hockey 
coach. They admire Him—but from a distance. They are 
in awe of Him and may even venture to ask for some-
thing now and then. But when it comes down to it, they 
have no real relationship with Him. They don’t know 
God, and they think He doesn’t know them. 
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However, the Bible 
portrays a God who not 
only knows you, but 
wants to be known by 
you. In fact, He wants 
every person from every 
nation around the globe 
to know Him (1 Timothy 
2:4). 

God is commonly per-
ceived as a cosmic ver-
sion of the (spoiler alert!) 
mythical Santa Claus, 
always watching us and 
assessing our behavior 
so He can determine the 
size of our annual pay-
out. Or to use a less 
creepy metaphor, others 
think of Him the way you 
might view a majestic 
animal like, say, a lion in 
a zoo—intriguing to study 
but safely separated from 
us. Still others treat Him 
as simply an intellectual 
concept or idea that may 
be interesting to think 
and talk about, but 
doesn’t have much of an 
impact on how we live.

The Bible reveals that 
God is not merely an out-
side observer of our lives, 

A movement in the 1800s 

called “Deism” basically 

claimed that God created the 

world, but then left it to run 

according to its own natural 

laws. He never intervened, so 

that meant no miracles and 

no personal relationship with 

His creation. One of America’s 

most famous Deists was 

Thomas Jefferson. He 

believed that God set the nat-

ural laws in place, wound the 

world up like a clock, and 

then stepped back to let 

things run their course. In 

fact, he was so adamant that 

God did not intervene in 

nature that he cut out of his 

New Testament every pas-

sage that recorded a miracle!
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and He’s not a mighty-but-
confined being who exists 
for our pleasure, whom 
we can admire whenever 
it suits us. Nor is He a high 
concept that can only be 
discussed by boring theol-
ogy professors. 

Pause for a minute to 
think about the way you 
perceive God. How would 
you describe Him in a 
sentence or two? Now, go 
a step deeper and con-
sider how the way you 
live expresses what you 
think He is like. We’re 
not presupposing that 
every reader equates God 
to a super-sized St. Nick 
or merely an object of 
curiosity, but we do 
assume that if you’re 
reading this book you 
want to know Him more 
fully than you do now. So first, we hope to heighten your 
awareness of two things: 

1. God has a will for your life. 

2. He wants to reveal it to you personally . 

The first prerequisite for knowing God’s will is to 
know God Himself. It’s one thing to admire God from 

JOHN STUART MILL

It is important that we under-

stand and accept who God 

really is, rather than try to 

create Him into what we want 

Him to be. This was some-

thing that philosopher John 

Stuart Mill just could not 

accept. He said, “Whatever 

power such a being may have 

over me, there is one thing 

which he shall not do: he 

shall not compel me to wor-

ship him. I will call no being 

good, who is not what I mean 

when I apply that epithet to 

my fellow creatures; and if 

such a being can sentence 

me to hell for not so calling 

him, to hell I will go.”
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afar, but walking according to His will goes considerably 
deeper than that.

WHO I S GOD?

This is a huge question. The Bible introduces us to the 
God who created the entire universe. Not only did God 
bring everything into being, but at the grand climax of 
creation He created humanity in His own image, endow-
ing us with the capability of reflecting His characteristics 
by the way we live.4 This is extremely important, because 
God didn’t need to create anything. The fact that He 
chose to create the world and place us in it tells us He 
must have a purpose for doing so. Further, the fact that 
He created us in His image lets us know that God has a 
unique plan for humans. Our likeness to God sets us 
apart from the rest of creation. Only human beings have 
the capacity to relate to God in a personal way.5 In fact, 
that’s why He designed us in the first place.

The book of Genesis (chapter 3) describes what hap-
pened to spoil the party: the first humans, whom the 
Bible names as Adam and Eve, used the gift of free will 
to rebel against God. Humanity has been following their 
example ever since. That’s the bottom line of what sin 
is—rebellion against holy God—and that’s what sepa-
rates us from Him. 

Here’s the good news: The rest of Scripture is the 
account of how God has been actively working in the 

4. There is a joke about some arrogant scientists who mock God by claim-
ing they, too, can make human beings out of the dust like God did in 
Genesis. God says, “Okay, I challenge you to a contest where we will each 
attempt to make humans out of the dirt.” The scientists start working when 
God stops them, “Hey, get your own dirt!” Oh snap!
5. You’re not likely to see a rock pouring its heart and soul out to God in a 
personal relationship!
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WHY FREE WILL?

You may ask yourself, “Why would God bother to create 

us with free will if it opens up the possibility that we could 

deeply hurt Him? Think of it this way. The iPhone has an 

incredible app called “Siri,” which is basically a computer 

in your phone that can respond to your every command. 

It never disobeys. But what kind of relationship can you 

have with a phone? Consider a dog. It is a little more 

complicated than a phone, and it will love you back 

unconditionally. But what’s the deepest relationship you 

could ever have with a dog? Finally, consider your best 

friend (perhaps a childhood friend, your boyfriend/girl-

friend, a sibling, or a parent). This person, because of free 

will, has the ability to hurt you more deeply than a phone 

or a dog. But who would trade in one for the other? The 

fact is, love is not 

really love if it is 

forced. We, as humans, 

have the ability to hurt 

God deeply, but we 

also have the unique 

ability to know and 

love Him as nothing 

else in creation ever 

could. 
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world to restore the relationship that was lost in the 
Garden of Eden, so we can walk closely with Him and 
know what’s on His heart.

If you’ve picked up this book to read, chances are 
you’re interested in knowing and doing God’s will.6 Just 
as God has a will and purpose for this world, He also 
has one for your life. And the best news is, He wants you 
to know all about it.

I F  AT F IRST YOU DON ’ T 

SUC CEED . .  .  MAYBE YOU 

SHOULDN ’ T DR IVE

The piercing squeal of burning tires 
roared over the sound of the rambunc-
tious crowd. An entire lifetime boiled 
down to this. Swerving my car around 
the final turn, I (Dan) gazed toward the 
finish line. This is who I am; I was born to 
drive. . . . Punching the car into fifth, I 
made cruel mockery of my fellow racers. 

Almost there! Then I . . . heard a voice? 
“Time to go!” the voice called.
I turned my Xbox off. “Coming, Dad!” It was the big 

day. 

March 7: I had finally reached the wise age of four-
teen, thus making me eligible to receive my learner’s 
driving permit. The only thing blocking my path toward 

6. If you were given this book as a “white elephant” gift, we’re sorry, but 
please give it a shot anyway!
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racing greatness was a measly twelve-question exam. 
Not a problem.

Suddenly I remembered that the registrar’s office had 
mailed me a study guide three months prior. I dug it out 
from under my bed, blew off the dust, and removed the 
shrink wrap. Study? I chuckled and tossed it back to the 
floor. Naahh, they don’t call me Daniel “Dale Earnhardt 
Jr.” Blackaby for nothing! I’ve seen Dad drive—how 
hard can it be? 

March 9: Bursting through the doors, I strutted into 
the testing center oozing confidence out of every pore. 
“Let’s get this baby over with and hit the road! Woo!” 
Working my magic I finished in record time. 

Results: What?! I failed? This can’t be! I demand a 
recount! Fine, I’ll just get it tomorrow.

March 10: More determined and still suspecting a 
miscount, I marched into the building. “Lay it on me. 
I’ve got a date with the open road in thirty minutes!” 

Results: Those trick questions get you every time.

March 11: I cautiously poked my head through the  
doorway, slightly stuttering as I asked for my test. “Come 
on in, Dan! We’ve been expecting you.” (Did I detect a note 
of mockery in that cheery greeting?) 

Results: Isn’t the third time supposed to be a charm? 

March 12: My limping body forced its way through 
the doors, head hung low and a twitch in my left eye. 
“Do you guys accept bribes?” 
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Results: Wow, could 
have sworn those last 
nine questions were 
right. . . .  Walking was 
good enough for Jesus, 
wasn’t it? 

March 13: Crawling on all fours, I inched my feeble 
body toward the counter. I had a final ace up my sleeve: 
groveling. “Have mercy on me! Don’t make me do that 
horrible test again!” 

Results: “Daniel: you passed. Barely.” Proof that God 
still does miracles! 

I sauntered out to the parking lot, where my long-
suffering dad was waiting. Shooing him out of the 
driver’s seat (What? Did he have no confidence that I 
would pass?), I got in and snapped on my seat belt with 
a decisive click. After adjusting the rearview mirror, I 
only had one question for dad. 

“Okay, which one is the gas pedal?”
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MAYBE I T A IN ’ T BROKE  

AFTER ALL?

Assumptions can be costly. The truth is, 
as hard as we may try to live according 
to our own best thinking, we aren’t as 
“in control” of our destiny as we might 
think. In fact, we often don’t know 
nearly as much as we think we do!

One rainy day, I (Mike) was getting 
drenched as I trudged across my college campus. 
Growing increasingly aggravated with a broken umbrella, 
I was forced to keep one arm extended, pushing the top 
up just to keep it open. Eventually I made it to class. But 
I was wet, sore, and angry. I vented my frustration to a 
classmate. She said nothing but reached over and 
pressed a small button on the handle. The umbrella 
immediately shot into its usable position, flinging water 
drops over everyone in the class. Who knew?7

PLAN A

Most people can figure out the elementary mechanics 
of simple things like umbrellas, but isn’t it true that 
many of us stumble through life trying to manage by our 
own wits? We don’t even investigate, so we miss out on 
how life is supposed to work at its best. We nod our 
heads when someone tells us, “God has a plan for your 
life!” While in our hearts we think, “That’s great, but I’m 
gonna make a Plan B just in case!” But why not go with 

7. That awkward moment when you suddenly realize you’re a moron.
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Plan A—God’s plan? Why settle for anything less than 
God’s best for you? God intends for us to experience so 
much more through Him than we could ever do on our 
own. Sadly, many people choose to live their lives 
according to their own sub-par Plan B, and they end up 
missing out on all that God had for them. 

Many people would have us believe there is no Plan 
A, or any plan at all. They say the only way to survive is 
by our own ingenuity and instincts.8 The Bible emphati-
cally says otherwise. God has not left us to navigate 
through life on our own. If that were the case, He would 
not have given us the Scriptures, let alone sent His Son 
to die in our place on a cross!

It comes down to a choice. Are we going to live accord-
ing to our best or God’s best? The outcome is determined 
by who we listen to and whose will we choose to follow. 

GOD ’ S W ILL OR YOURS?

If you’re in high school right now, here’s something to 
consider: What part has the Great Commission played 
in your post-graduation planning? If you’re not familiar 
with the term, the Great Commission is how Christians 
commonly refer to the final instructions Jesus gave just 
before His ascension to heaven. Jesus told His disciples,

 
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. 
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age” 
(Matthew 28:18–20). 

8. Considering that Dan still reads the instructions on how to make instant 
cup of soup, this is not a good thing.
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That’s a big assignment to leave with His disciples 
and those who watched Him ascend to heaven. Had that 
assignment been meant only for those standing there, 
the good news about Christ’s sacrifice for us would have 
long since disappeared with those people when they 
died. But fortunately each generation has taken up the 
mission to reach its own generation for Christ. 

Is there ever a better time in life to take that com-
mandment seriously than at graduation time? That’s 
when people set in motion the plans that will determine 
their career and much of their future. Yet many young 
Christians plan for college or a vocation in the very same 
way as those who aren’t followers of Christ. They neglect 
to consider the plans God may have for their lives. 

Even Christian parents are guilty of guiding their 
graduating sons and daughters according to finances, 
their own alma mater, or whatever will keep them close 
to home (or in some cases, send them far away!). 

C. T. STUDD

C. T. Studd had the kind of life anyone would dream of. He was 

an exceptionally gifted cricket player, he was a Cambridge grad, 

and he inherited a ton of money when his father passed away. 

 However, he gave up his life of comfort to be a missionary in 

China and in Africa. What would compel a man to give up every-

thing in order to share the good news of Jesus around the world? 

He took the Great Commission seriously. It wasn’t about his will 

but God’s will.

 One of Studd’s most famous statements was: “Some want to 

live within the sound of a church or chapel bell; I want to run a 

rescue shop within a yard of hell.” 
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That can be a costly oversight. We’re not saying you 
shouldn’t ask yourself the usual questions: 

“What am I good at?”
“What is my passion?” 
“What’s the best geographical choice for me?” 
“Should I take a year off to earn some money or 

travel?” 
(Here’s a biggie.) “What school do I have a scholar-

ship for?” 
But the non-Christian senior asks the same ques-

tions without any direction from God. What’s the differ-
ence? The difference is following your own agenda 
versus seeking God’s plan for you. 

If you want to know and do the will of God, it starts 
by focusing on His will, not yours. It means having a 
“God-centered” view of life. Now is the best time to 
acquire that view.

Perhaps you already have a sense of what God wants 
you to do, maybe not specifically, but enough to know 
what your next step should be. When Mike was eighteen 
years old, he had a clear word from God about going 
into the ministry.9 Daniel took a gap year after graduat-
ing to do some traveling and mission work, and it was 
during that time his own calling was clarified. Tom’s 
story is completely different from both of these. No two 
people have the exact same story. God doesn’t always 
choose to let us in on specific details up front. He wants 
us to follow Him, not a blueprint.

The point is, when we seek God’s will, we have to do 
what He tells us, and that first step can be the scariest. 

9. Check out his testimony in When Worlds Collide: Stepping Up and 
Standing Out in an Anti-God Culture.
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Perhaps God’s specific will for your life is not very clear 
to you right now. Don’t panic. Hopefully by the end of 
this book you will have a better idea of what that looks 
like. 

But another consideration is that maybe God has 
given you direction, but you’re choosing not to do what 
He’s said. Most long distance runners will tell you that the 
hardest part of their training was lacing up their running 
shoes on day one. In other words, committing to get the 
thing done can often be the most difficult. Surely it’s no 
accident that the apostle Paul used the metaphor of run-
ning a race when he taught about living out the Christian 
life. You can’t finish a race you don’t start.10

Many of us want to know up front what we’re getting 
ourselves into when we say yes to God. But He simply 
asks us to take the first step, and then the second and 
so on. Take it from us, this journey will be rewarding.

HAND OVER THE DR ILL B I T , 

NOW !

I (Tom) thought I could save a lot of 
money by doing the project myself 
(Mistake #1). It seemed straightforward 
enough: drill a hole through the first 
floor into the basement, run the inter-
net cable through, and connect to the 
computer. Voila! Internet connection!

I went to the hardware store, bought 

10. Well, except when Dan went running and later found himself amidst 
hundreds of other runners wearing pink shirts. He had accidentally joined 
a run for breast cancer awareness!
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the longest drill bit I could find, and prepared for surgi-
cal maneuvers. I put on my wife’s rubber dish-gloves, so 
I would not have a shocking experience if a stray electri-
cal wire happened to be nearby. 

Straight through the floor, right near the wall, easy 
does it. And yes, we’re through. We were through all 
right. Checking downstairs, I saw my drill bit poking 
through the middle of the hallway ceiling. NOT what I 
had intended, but we can improvise. 

Next was to drill through the hallway wall and into 
the office. It gave me a little bit of trouble, but when I 
looked through the hole, I could see the light clearly 
from the next room. Soon the cable was threaded 
through the holes, along the wall and inserted into the 
computer with great success. The only trouble was the 
presence of a foul and persisting odor. I thought per-
haps someone had spread manure in a nearby garden. 
The strange thing was the smell came from inside the 
house, not from the outside.

I asked a friend to check on my sewer back-up valve, 
and it turned out to be fine. Next he looked at my neat 
little hole in the wall. He took out a carpenter’s knife and 
cut a box around the hole. He peeled back the wall and 
sighed knowingly (we’d been friends for awhile). 

I had drilled right through the middle of a sewer pipe 
coming from the top floor. Now I know a lot of garbage 
goes over the Internet, but this was ridiculous.

 With a stern look, my friend said, “Hand over the 
drill bit, now.” 

Many times, doing it yourself can lead you into trou-
ble. Because God designed life and because God 
designed us, He knows so much better than we do how 
to live it. Just as it is foolish to try and do something 
alone that you know you’re not qualified to do, we often 
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insist on living life according to our own best ability. 
When we do this, the results often stink. 

Many of us see God as a kind of genie who exists to 
make our dreams come true. Just listen to the prayers 
we pray: 

Please God help me pass this class.

Please help me to get this job. 

Please provide me with a girlfriend/boyfriend.

Please make me feel better.

Please give me more friends.

Please use Your mighty power to keep 

Dad from finding out I scratched his car. 

“We never keep to the present. We recall the past; we anticipate 

the future as if we found it too slow in coming and were trying 

to hurry it up, or we recall the past as if to stay it’s too rapid 

flight . . . We almost never think of the present, and if we do 

think of it, it is only to see what light it throws on our plans for 

the future . . . Thus we never actually live, but hope to live, and 

since we are always planning how to be happy, it is inevitable 

that we should never be so.” 

-BLAISE PASCAL (PENSEES)
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Rarely, it seems, do we stop and ask, “God, what do 
You want me to do?” 

Are we even prepared for what His answer might 
be? Are you ready to follow God’s will, even if it involves 
trials? Jesus modeled this for us while He was moments 
away from facing the horror of the cross. He prayed, 
“Father, if You are willing, take this cup away from Me—
nevertheless, not My will, but Yours, be done” (Luke 
22:42). Before we ever ask God to reveal His will, we 
should first ask ourselves if we are ready to obey it.

WHOSE W ILL ARE YOU 

SEEK ING?

We’re hoping we’ve not scared you away from seeking 
God’s will. That’s not our intention, but we do want to 
present a realistic and biblical understanding of what 
this all means. When Jesus said, “For I have come down 
from heaven, not to do My will, but the will of Him who 
sent Me” (John 6:38), He knew it would ultimately lead 
Him to die on a cross. God’s plans for us are part of a 
bigger purpose than just our own personal comfort. Our 
wildest dreams for our lives are usually not God’s 
dreams11 (Isaiah 55:9; Ephesians 3:20). 

In fact, it seems that more and more people today 
are struggling with boredom, of all things! How can a 
Christian ever be bored?12 The problem is not that there 

11. When Mike was little, he wanted more than anything to be a cowboy 
when he grew up (probably due to being born in Texas). However, one day 
a distraught Mike came home and brought his concerns to his mom. He 
said, “Mom, nobody at church wants to be a cowboy. Nobody at school 
wants to be a cowboy. None of my friends want to be cowboys.” On the 
verge of tears, he cried, “Those Indians are going to kill me!”
12. We are, of course, making a notable exception for math class.
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is nothing to do; the problem is that many Christians 
are intent on living according to their own will instead 
of God’s. When you follow God’s will, we promise you 
that boredom will not show up in your vocabulary. There 
are so many things God desires to show us if we would 
only take the time to seek Him. 

Often, when we ask God what His will is, we are 
really asking Him to bless our will. Our focus is “me-
centered” instead of “God-centered.” You never read in 
the Bible an instance of God coming to a person and 
saying “What would you like me to do? What do you 
think is best?” Yet when we pray, we often spend most 
of the time talking to God like we are the experts. 

Daniel and his wife Sarah recently had the opportu-
nity to meet a famous marriage expert, Gary Chapman.13 
As they waited, the people in front of them spent several 
long-winded minutes telling Gary all about their opin-
ions on marriage! When Dan and Sarah stepped up, 
they had several questions ready for him. They walked 
away with some valuable counsel that they would not 
have received had they monopolized the conversation. 

When you meet with God in prayer, make it a point 
to seek His will instead of just laying out your own 
plans. Remember that Jesus is Lord; He is the expert 
and you are not.14

We have some exciting things to share with you, but 
first we want to nail down what God’s will looks like in 
its true perspective. Although it may not be easy or com-
fortable all the time, it is best. In fact, it’s better than 
anything we could ever come up with on our own. Think 

13. He is the author of The Five Love Languages, which has sold more than 
5 million copies.
14. The word Lord generally refers to one who has power or authority.
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about it, the God of the universe has a plan—and He 
wants you to be a part of it. History is full of examples 
of ordinary people that God used to do extraordinary 
things. The Bible overflows with stories of teenagers 
through whom God changed the world. That could be 
you, if you’re willing to be obedient to God’s will. If 
you’re ready to follow Christ wherever He leads, then 
buckle up and get ready for the journey of a lifetime! 

Here’s a quick glimpse of what’s ahead in the coming 
chapters. We’ll be the first to acknowledge that there 
are usually no easy, universal “7 Steps” to anything 
worthwhile15 because people are all different. These 
seven points do not combine into a magic formula that 

will turn you into the next 
Francis Chan. They are simply 
truths taken from the Bible 
and applied to your life. In 
Henry Blackaby’s book, 
Experiencing God, he called 
them seven realities. We’ve 
chosen the term steps because 
each one takes you a little far-
ther on your journey as you 
develop your own personal 
relationship with God. So here 
they are up front, and we’ll 
look a little more closely at 
them in the chapters to come:

15. Well, except maybe baking cookies.

THE 

SEVEN 

STE P S
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STEP 1
God is always at work  

around you. 

step 2
God pursues a continuing love 

relationship with you that is 

real and personal.

step 3 
God invites you to become 

involved with Him in His work. 

step 4
God speaks by the Holy Spirit 

through the Bible, prayer,  

circumstances, and the church 

to reveal Himself, His purposes, 

and His ways.
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step 5 
God’s invitation for you to work 

with Him always leads you to a 

crisis of belief that requires 

faith and action.

step 6
You must make major adjustments 

in your life to join God in what 

He is doing. 

step 7
You come to know God by 

experience as you obey Him,  

and He accomplishes His work 

through you. 
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Walking with GOD

1. Based on what you’ve read, how would 

you describe “God’s will” to somebody? 

2. How involved do you think God is in 

this world? In what ways have you seen 

God’s activity?
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3. Where have you seen God working in 

your own life? 

4. What would you say “God’s will” means 

in your life right now?

5. Have you been guilty of seeking your 

own plans over God’s plans? If so, how 

can you begin to shift your focus from 

me-centered to God-centered? 




