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Greeting

1  Paul,  an apos tle  of  Christ  Jesus  by  the com mand  of  God  our 
Sav ior  and  of  Christ  Jesus  our  hope:

2  To Tim o thy,  my  true  son  in  the  faith.
 Grace, mer cy,  and  peace  from  God  the Fa ther  and  Christ 

 Jesus  our  Lord.

False Doctrine and Misuse of the Law
3  As  I  urged  you  when  I  went  to Mac e do nia, re main  in Eph e-
sus  so  that  you  may in struct cer tain peo ple  not  to  teach  false 
doc trine 4  or  to  pay at ten tion  to  myths  and end less ge ne al-
o gies.  These pro mote emp ty speculations rath er  than  God’s 
 plan,  which operates  by  faith. 5  Now  the  goal  of  our in struc tion 
 is  love  that  comes  from  a  pure  heart,  a  good con science,  and 
 a sin cere  faith. 6  Some  have de part ed  from  these  and  turned 
 aside  to fruit less dis cus sion. 7  They  want  to  be teach ers  of  the 
 law, al though  they  don’t un der stand  what  they  are say ing  or 
 what  they  are in sist ing  on. 8  But  we  know  that  the  law  is  good, 
pro vid ed  one  uses  it legitimately. 9  We  know  that  the  law  is  not 
 meant  for  a righ teous per son,  but  for  the law less  and re bel-
lious,  for  the un god ly  and sin ful,  for  the un ho ly  and ir rev er ent, 
 for  those  who  kill  their fa thers  and moth ers,  for mur der ers, 
10  for  the sex u al ly im mor al  and males who have sex with males, 
 for  slave trad ers,  liars, per jur ers,  and  for what ev er  else  is con-
trary  to  the  sound teach ing 11  that con forms  to  the gos pel con-
cern ing  the glo ry  of  the  blessed  God,  which  was en trust ed  to 
 me.

Paul’s Testimony
12  I  give  thanks  to  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord  who  has strength ened 
 me, be cause  he con sid ered  me faith ful, ap point ing  me  to  the 
min is try  —   13  even  though  I  was for mer ly  a blas phem er,  a per-
se cu tor,  and  an ar ro gant  man.  But  I re ceived mer cy be cause  I 
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act ed  out  of ig no rance  in un be lief, 14  and  the  grace  of  our  Lord 
over flowed,  along  with  the  faith  and  love  that  are  in  Christ 
 Jesus. 15  This say ing  is trust wor thy  and de serv ing  of  full ac cep-
tance: “ Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save sin ners”  —   and 
 I  am  the  worst  of  them. 16  But  I re ceived mer cy  for  this rea son, 
 so  that  in  me,  the  worst  of  them,  Christ  Jesus  might dem on-
strate  his ex tra or di nary pa tience  as  an ex am ple  to  those  who 
 would be lieve  in  him  for eter nal  life. 17  Now  to  the  King eter nal, 
im mor tal, in vis i ble,  the  only  God,  be hon or  and glo ry for ev er 
 and  ever.  Amen.

Engage in Battle
18 Tim o thy,  my  son,  I  am giv ing  you  this in struc tion  in keep ing 
 with  the proph e cies pre vi ous ly  made  about  you,  so  that  by re-
call ing  them  you  may  fight  the  good  fight, 19 hav ing  faith  and 
 a  good con science, which some  have re ject ed  and  have ship-
wrecked the  faith. 20  Among  them  are Hy me nae us  and Al ex an-
der,  whom  I  have de liv ered  to Sa tan,  so  that  they  may  be  taught 
 not  to blas pheme.

Instructions on Prayer

2  First  of  all,  then,  I  urge  that pe ti tions,  prayers, in ter ces-
sions,  and thanks giv ings  be  made  for ev ery one, 2  for  kings 

 and  all  those  who  are  in au thor i ty,  so  that  we  may  lead  a tran-
quil  and qui et  life  in  all god li ness  and dig ni ty. 3  This  is  good,  and 
 it pleas es  God  our Sav ior, 4  who  wants ev ery one  to  be  saved  and 
 to  come  to  the knowl edge  of  the  truth.

5  For  there  is  one  God  and  one me di a tor be tween  God  and 
mankind,  the  man  Christ  Jesus, 6  who  gave him self  as  a ran som 
 for  all,  a tes ti mo ny  at  the prop er  time.

7  For  this  I  was ap point ed  a her ald,  an apos tle ( I  am tell ing 
 the  truth;  I  am  not ly ing),  and  a teach er  of  the Gen tiles  in  faith 
 and  truth.
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Instructions to Men and Women
8 There fore,  I  want  the  men  in ev ery  place  to  pray, lift ing  up 
 holy  hands with out an ger  or argument. 9  Also,  the wom en  are 
 to  dress them selves  in modest cloth ing,  with de cen cy  and  good 
 sense,  not  with elaborate hairstyles,  gold,  pearls,  or ex pen sive 
apparel, 10  but  with  good  works,  as  is prop er  for wom en  who 
pro fess  to wor ship  God. 11  A wom an  is  to  learn qui et ly  with  full 
sub mis sion. 12  I  do  not al low  a wom an  to  teach  or  to  have au-
thor i ty  over  a  man; in stead,  she  is  to re main qui et. 13  For  Adam 
 was  formed  first,  then  Eve. 14  And  Adam  was  not de ceived,  but 
 the wom an  was de ceived  and trans gressed. 15  But  she  will  be 
 saved  through child bear ing,  if  they con tin ue  in  faith,  love,  and 
ho li ness,  with  good  sense.

Qualifications for Overseers and Deacons

3  This say ing  is trust wor thy: “ If any one aspires  to  be  an over-
seer,  he de sires  a no ble  work.” 2  An over seer, there fore, 

 must  be  above re proach,  the hus band  of  one  wife, self-con-
trolled, sen si ble, re spect able, hos pi ta ble,  able  to  teach, 3  not  an 
ex ces sive drinker,  not  a bully  but gen tle,  not quar rel some,  not 
 greedy. 4  He  must man age  his  own house hold competently  and 
 have  his chil dren un der con trol  with  all dig ni ty. 5 ( If any one 
 does  not  know  how  to man age  his  own house hold,  how  will 
 he  take  care  of  God’s  church?) 6  He  must  not  be  a  new con vert, 
 or  he  might be come con ceit ed  and in cur  the  same con dem na-
tion  as  the dev il. 7 Fur ther more,  he  must  have  a  good rep u ta-
tion  among out sid ers,  so  that  he  does  not  fall  into dis grace  and 
 the dev il’s  trap.

8 Dea cons, like wise,  should  be wor thy  of re spect,  not hyp o-
crit i cal,  not drink ing  a  lot  of  wine,  not  greedy  for mon ey, 9 hold-
ing  the mys tery  of  the  faith  with  a  clear con science. 10  They 
 must  also  be test ed  first;  if  they  prove blame less,  then  they 
 can  serve  as dea cons. 11  Wives, likewise, should  be wor thy  of 
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re spect,  not slan der ers, self-controlled, faith ful  in ev ery thing. 
12 Dea cons  are  to  be hus bands  of  one  wife, managing  their chil-
dren  and  their  own house holds competently. 13  For  those  who 
 have  served  well  as dea cons ac quire  a  good stand ing  for them-
selves  and  great bold ness  in  the  faith  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus.

The Mystery of Godliness
14  I  write  these  things  to  you, hop ing  to  come  to  you  soon. 15  But 
 if  I  should  be de layed,  I  have writ ten  so  that  you  will  know  how 
peo ple  ought  to con duct them selves  in  God’s house hold,  which 
 is  the  church  of  the liv ing  God,  the pil lar  and foun da tion  of  the 
 truth. 16  And  most cer tain ly,  the mys tery  of god li ness  is  great:
  He was manifested in the flesh,
  vindicated in the Spirit,
  seen by angels,
  preached among the nations,
  believed on in the world,
  taken up in glory.

Demonic Influence

4  Now  the Spir it explicitly  says  that  in lat er  times  some  will 
de part  from  the  faith, pay ing at ten tion  to de ceit ful spir its 

 and  the teach ings  of de mons, 2  through  the hy poc ri sy  of  liars 
 whose con sciences  are  seared. 3  They for bid mar riage  and de-
mand abstinence  from  foods  that  God cre at ed  to  be re ceived 
 with grat i tude  by  those  who be lieve  and  know  the  truth. 4  For 
ev ery thing cre at ed  by  God  is  good,  and noth ing  is  to  be re ject-
ed  if  it  is re ceived  with thanks giv ing, 5  since  it  is sanc ti fied  by 
 the  word  of  God  and  by  prayer.

A Good Servant of Jesus Christ
6  If  you  point  these  things  out  to  the broth ers  and sis ters,  you 
 will  be  a  good ser vant  of  Christ  Jesus, nour ished  by  the  words 




