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Prologue

1  The rev e la tion  of  Jesus  Christ  that  God  gave  him  to  show 
 his ser vants  what  must  soon  take  place.  He  made  it  known 

 by send ing  his an gel  to  his ser vant  John, 2  who tes ti fied  to  the 
 word  of  God  and  to  the tes ti mo ny  of  Jesus  Christ, what ev er 
 he  saw. 3  Blessed  is  the  one  who  reads  aloud  the  words  of  this 
proph e cy,  and  blessed  are  those  who  hear  the  words  of  this 
proph e cy  and  keep  what  is writ ten  in  it, be cause  the  time  is 
 near.

4  John:  To  the sev en church es  in  Asia.  Grace  and  peace  to  you 
 from  the  one  who  is,  who  was,  and  who  is  to  come,  and  from 
 the sev en spir its be fore  his  throne, 5  and  from  Jesus  Christ,  the 
faith ful wit ness,  the first born  from  the  dead  and  the rul er  of 
 the  kings  of  the  earth.

 To  him  who  loves  us  and  has  set  us  free  from  our  sins  by  his 
 blood, 6  and  made  us  a king dom,  priests  to  his  God  and Fa ther  
—   to  him  be glo ry  and do min ion for ev er  and  ever.  Amen.
 7 Look, he is coming with the clouds,
  and every eye will see him,
  even those who pierced him.
  And all the tribes of the earth
  will mourn over him.
  So it is to be. Amen.

8 “ I  am  the Al pha  and  the Ome ga,”  says  the  Lord  God, “ the  one 
 who  is,  who  was,  and  who  is  to  come,  the Al mighty.”

John’s Vision of the Risen Lord
9  I,  John,  your broth er  and part ner  in  the affliction, king dom, 
 and en dur ance  that  are  in  Jesus,  was  on  the is land  called Pat-
mos be cause  of  the  word  of  God  and  the tes ti mo ny  of  Jesus. 
10  I  was  in  the Spir it  on  the  Lord’s  day,  and  I  heard  a  loud  voice 
be hind  me  like  a trum pet 11 say ing, “ Write  on  a  scroll  what  you 
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 see  and  send  it  to  the sev en church es: Eph e sus, Smyr na, Per ga-
mum, Thy a ti ra, Sar dis, Phil a del phia,  and La od i cea.”

12  Then  I  turned  to  see  whose  voice  it  was  that  spoke  to  me. 
 When  I  turned  I  saw sev en gold en lamp stands, 13  and  among 
 the lamp stands  was  one  like  the  Son  of  Man,  dressed  in  a  robe 
 and  with  a gold en  sash  wrapped  around  his  chest. 14  The  hair 
 of  his  head  was  white  as  wool  —   white  as  snow  —   and  his  eyes 
 like  a fi ery  flame. 15  His  feet  were  like  fine  bronze  as  it  is fired 
 in  a fur nace,  and  his  voice  like  the  sound  of cascading wa ters. 
16  He  had sev en  stars  in  his  right  hand;  a  sharp double-edged 
 sword  came  from  his  mouth,  and  his  face  was shin ing  like  the 
 sun  at  full  strength.

17  When  I  saw  him,  I  fell  at  his  feet  like  a  dead  man.  He  laid 
 his  right  hand  on  me  and  said, “ Don’t  be  afraid.  I  am  the  First 
 and  the  Last, 18  and  the Liv ing  One.  I  was  dead,  but  look  —   I  am 
 alive for ev er  and  ever,  and  I  hold  the  keys  of  death  and Ha des. 
19 There fore  write  what  you  have  seen,  what  is,  and  what  will 
 take  place af ter  this. 20  The mys tery  of  the sev en  stars  you  saw 
 in  my  right  hand  and  of  the sev en gold en lamp stands  is  this: 
 The sev en  stars  are  the an gels  of  the sev en church es,  and  the 
sev en lamp stands  are  the sev en church es.

The Letters to the Seven Churches

The Letter to Ephesus

2 “ Write  to  the an gel  of  the  church  in Eph e sus:  Thus  says 
 the  one  who  holds  the sev en  stars  in  his  right  hand  and 

 who  walks  among  the sev en gold en lamp stands: 2  I  know  your 
 works,  your la bor,  and  your en dur ance,  and  that  you can not 
tol er ate  evil peo ple.  You  have test ed  those  who  call them selves 
apos tles  and  are  not,  and  you  have  found  them  to  be  liars. 3  I 
 know  that  you  have per se vered  and en dured hard ships  for  the 
 sake  of  my  name,  and  you have  not  grown wea ry. 4  But  I  have 
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 this  against  you:  You  have aban doned  the  love  you  had  at  first. 
5 Re mem ber  then  how  far  you  have fall en; re pent,  and  do  the 
 works  you  did  at  first. Oth er wise,  I  will  come  to  you  and re-
move  your lamp stand  from  its  place, un less  you re pent. 6  Yet 
 you  do  have  this:  You  hate  the prac tic es  of  the Nic o la i tans, 
 which  I  also  hate.

7 “ Let any one  who  has  ears  to  hear lis ten  to  what  the Spir it 
 says  to  the church es.  To  the  one  who con quers,  I  will  give  the 
 right  to  eat  from  the  tree  of  life,  which  is  in  the par a dise  of  God.

The Letter to Smyrna
8 “ Write  to  the an gel  of  the  church  in Smyr na:  Thus  says  the 
 First  and  the  Last,  the  one  who  was  dead  and  came  to  life: 9  I 
 know  your affliction  and pov er ty,  but  you  are  rich.  I  know  the 
slan der  of  those  who  say  they  are  Jews  and  are  not,  but  are  a 
syn a gogue  of Sa tan. 10  Don’t  be  afraid  of  what  you  are  about  to 
suff er.  Look,  the dev il  is  about  to  throw  some  of  you  into pris-
on  to  test  you,  and  you  will ex pe ri ence affliction  for  ten  days. 
 Be faith ful  to  the  point  of  death,  and  I  will  give  you  the  crown 
 of  life.

11 “ Let any one  who  has  ears  to  hear lis ten  to  what  the Spir-
it  says  to  the church es.  The  one  who con quers  will nev er  be 
 harmed  by  the sec ond  death.

The Letter to Pergamum
12 “ Write  to  the an gel  of  the  church  in Per ga mum:  Thus  says  the 
 one  who  has  the  sharp, double-edged  sword: 13  I  know  where 
 you  live  —   where Sa tan’s  throne  is.  Yet  you  are hold ing  on  to 
 my  name  and  did  not  deny  your  faith  in  me,  even  in  the  days 
 of An ti pas,  my faith ful wit ness  who  was  put  to  death  among 
 you,  where Sa tan  lives. 14  But  I  have  a  few  things  against  you. 
 You  have  some  there  who  hold  to  the teach ing  of Ba laam, 
 who  taught Ba lak  to  place  a stum bling  block  in  front  of  the 
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Is ra el ites:  to  eat  meat sac ri ficed  to  idols  and  to com mit sex u-
al im mo ral i ty. 15  In  the  same  way,  you  also  have  those  who  hold 
 to  the teach ing  of  the Nic o la i tans. 16  So re pent! Oth er wise,  I  will 
 come  to  you quick ly  and  fight  against  them  with  the  sword  of 
 my  mouth.

17 “ Let any one  who  has  ears  to  hear lis ten  to  what  the Spir it 
 says  to  the church es.  To  the  one  who con quers,  I  will  give  some 
 of  the hid den man na.  I  will  also  give  him  a  white  stone,  and  on 
 the  stone  a  new  name  is in scribed  that  no  one  knows ex cept 
 the  one  who re ceives  it.

The Letter to Thyatira
18 “ Write  to  the an gel  of  the  church  in Thy a ti ra:  Thus  says  the 
 Son  of  God,  the  one  whose  eyes  are  like  a fi ery  flame  and 
 whose  feet  are  like  fine  bronze: 19  I  know  your  works  —   your 
 love, faith ful ness, ser vice,  and en dur ance.  I  know  that  your  last 
 works  are great er  than  the  first. 20  But  I  have  this  against  you: 
 You tol er ate  the wom an Jez e bel,  who  calls her self  a proph et ess 
 and teach es  and de ceives  my ser vants  to com mit sex u al im mo-
ral i ty  and  to  eat  meat sac ri ficed  to  idols. 21  I  gave  her  time  to 
re pent,  but  she  does  not  want  to re pent  of  her sex u al im mo-
ral i ty. 22  Look,  I  will  throw  her  into  a sick bed  and  those  who 
com mit adul tery  with  her  into  great affliction. Un less  they re-
pent  of  her  works, 23  I  will  strike  her chil dren  dead.  Then  all  the 
church es  will  know  that  I  am  the  one  who ex am ines  minds  and 
 hearts,  and  I  will  give  to  each  of  you ac cord ing  to  your  works. 
24  I  say  to  the  rest  of  you  in Thy a ti ra,  who  do  not  hold  this teach-
ing,  who  haven’t  known “ the so-called se crets  of Sa tan”  —   as 
 they  say  —   I  am  not put ting  any oth er bur den  on  you. 25  Only 
 hold  on  to  what  you  have un til  I  come. 26  The  one  who con quers 
 and  who  keeps  my  works  to  the  end:  I  will  give  him au thor i ty 
 over  the na tions —
 27 and he will rule them with an iron scepter;




