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Greeting

1  Paul,  an apos tle  of  Christ  Jesus  by  God’s  will,  and Tim o thy 
 our broth er:
 To  the  church  of  God  at Cor inth,  with  all  the  saints  who  are 

through out Acha ia.
2  Grace  to  you  and  peace  from  God  our Fa ther  and  the  Lord 

 Jesus  Christ.

The God of Comfort
3  Blessed  be  the  God  and Fa ther  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the Fa-
ther  of mercies  and  the  God  of  all com fort. 4  He com forts  us  in  all 
 our affliction,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to com fort  those  who  are 
 in  any  kind  of affliction,  through  the com fort  we our selves re-
ceive  from  God. 5  For  just  as  the suff er ings  of  Christ over flow  to 
 us,  so  also  through  Christ  our com fort over flows. 6  If  we  are af-
flicted,  it  is  for  your com fort  and sal va tion.  If  we  are com fort ed, 
 it  is  for  your com fort,  which pro duc es  in  you pa tient en dur ance 
 of  the  same suff er ings  that  we suff er. 7  And  our  hope  for  you  is 
 firm, be cause  we  know  that  as  you  share  in  the suff er ings,  so 
 you  will  also  share  in  the com fort.

8  We  don’t  want  you  to  be un aware, broth ers  and sis ters,  of 
 our affliction  that  took  place  in  Asia.  We  were com plete ly over-
whelmed  —  be yond  our  strength  —   so  that  we  even de spaired 
 of  life it self. 9 In deed,  we  felt  that  we  had re ceived  the sen tence 
 of  death,  so  that  we  would  not  trust  in our selves  but  in  God 
 who rais es  the  dead. 10  He  has de liv ered  us  from  such  a ter ri ble 
 death,  and  he  will de liv er  us.  We  have  put  our  hope  in  him  that 
 he  will de liv er  us  again 11  while  you  join  in help ing  us  by  your 
 prayers.  Then  many  will  give  thanks  on  our be half  for  the  gift 
 that  came  to  us  through  the  prayers  of  many.

A Clear Conscience
12 In deed,  this  is  our  boast:  The tes ti mo ny  of  our con science  is 
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 that  we  have con duct ed our selves  in  the  world,  and es pe cial ly 
to ward  you,  with god ly sin cer i ty  and pu ri ty,  not  by hu man wis-
dom  but  by  God’s  grace. 13  For  we  are writ ing noth ing  to  you 
oth er  than  what  you  can  read  and  also un der stand.  I  hope  you 
 will un der stand com plete ly  —   14  just  as  you  have partially un-
der stood  us  —   that  we  are  your rea son  for  pride,  just  as  you 
 also  are  ours  in  the  day  of  our  Lord  Jesus.

A Visit Postponed
15 Be cause  of  this con fi dence,  I  planned  to  come  to  you  first, 
 so  that  you  could  have  a sec ond ben e fit, 16  and  to vis it  you  on 
 my  way  to Mac e do nia,  and  then  come  to  you  again  from Mac-
e do nia  and  be  helped  by  you  on  my jour ney  to Ju dea. 17  Now 
 when  I  planned  this,  was  I  of  two  minds?  Or  what  I  plan,  do  I 
 plan  in  a purely hu man  way  so  that  I  say “ Yes,  yes”  and “ No,  no” 
 at  the  same  time? 18  As  God  is faith ful,  our mes sage  to  you  is  not 
“ Yes  and  no.” 19  For  the  Son  of  God,  Jesus  Christ,  whom  we pro-
claimed  among  you  —  Silvanus, Tim o thy,  and  I  —   did  not be-
come “ Yes  and  no.”  On  the con trary,  in  him  it  is al ways “ Yes.” 
20  For ev ery  one  of  God’s prom is es  is “ Yes”  in  him. There fore, 
 through  him  we  also  say “ Amen”  to  the glo ry  of  God. 21  Now  it  is 
 God  who strength ens  us to geth er  with  you  in  Christ,  and  who 
 has anoint ed  us. 22  He  has  also  put  his  seal  on  us  and giv en  us 
 the Spir it  in  our  hearts  as  a  down pay ment.

23  I  call  on  God  as  a wit ness,  on  my  life,  that  it  was  to  spare 
 you  that  I  did  not  come  to Cor inth. 24  I  do  not  mean  that  we  lord 
it  over  your  faith,  but  we are work ers  with  you  for  your  joy,  

2   be cause  you  stand  firm  in  your  faith.1  In  fact,  I  made  up  my 
 mind  about  this:  I  would  not  come  to  you  on an oth er pain-

ful vis it. 2  For  if  I  cause  you  pain,  then  who  will  cheer  me oth-
er  than  the  one be ing  hurt  by  me? 3  I  wrote  this  very  thing  so 
 that  when  I  came  I  wouldn’t  have  pain  from  those  who  ought 
 to  give  me  joy, be cause  I  am con fi dent  about  all  of  you  that  my 
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 joy  will  also  be  yours. 4  For  I  wrote  to  you  with  many  tears  out 
 of  an ex treme ly trou bled  and an guished  heart  —   not  to  cause 
 you  pain,  but  that  you  should  know  the abun dant  love  I  have 
 for  you.

A Sinner Forgiven
5  If any one  has  caused  pain,  he  has  caused  pain  not  so  much 
 to  me  but  to  some de gree  —   not  to exaggerate  —   to  all  of 
 you. 6  This pun ish ment  by  the ma jor i ty  is suff i cient  for  that 
per son. 7  As  a re sult,  you  should in stead for give  and com fort 
 him. Oth er wise,  he  may  be over whelmed  by ex ces sive  grief. 
8 There fore  I  urge  you  to re aff irm  your  love  to  him. 9  I  wrote 
 for  this pur pose:  to  test  your char ac ter  to  see  if  you  are obe-
di ent  in ev ery thing. 10 Any one  you for give,  I  do  too.  For  what 
 I  have for giv en  —   if  I  have for giv en any thing  —   it  is  for  your 
ben e fit  in  the pres ence  of  Christ, 11  so  that  we  may  not  be 
tak en ad van tage  of  by Sa tan.  For  we  are  not ig no rant  of  his 
 schemes.

A Trip to Macedonia
12  When  I  came  to Tro as  to  preach  the gos pel  of  Christ,  even 
 though  the  Lord  opened  a  door  for  me, 13  I  had  no  rest  in  my 
spir it be cause  I  did  not  find  my broth er Ti tus. In stead,  I  said 
good-bye  to  them  and  left  for Mac e do nia.

A Ministry of Life or Death
14  But  thanks  be  to  God,  who al ways  leads  us  in  Christ’s tri-
um phal pro ces sion  and  through  us  spreads  the aro ma  of  the 
knowl edge  of  him  in ev ery  place. 15  For  to  God  we  are  the fra-
grance  of  Christ  among  those  who  are be ing  saved  and  among 
 those  who  are per ish ing. 16  To  some  we  are  an aro ma  of  death 
lead ing  to  death,  but  to oth ers,  an aro ma  of  life lead ing  to  life. 
 Who  is adequate  for  these  things? 17  For  we  do  not mar ket  the 
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 word  of  God  for profi t  like  so  many.  On  the con trary,  we  speak 
 with sin cer i ty  in  Christ,  as  from  God  and be fore  God.

Living Letters

3  Are  we be gin ning  to com mend our selves  again?  Or  do 
 we  need,  like  some, let ters  of rec om men da tion  to  you  or 

 from  you? 2  You your selves  are  our let ter, writ ten  on  our  hearts, 
 known  and  read  by ev ery one. 3  You  show  that  you  are  Christ’s 
let ter, de liv ered  by  us,  not writ ten  with  ink  but  with  the Spir it 
 of  the liv ing  God  —   not  on tab lets  of  stone  but  on tab lets  of hu-
man  hearts.

Paul’s Competence
4  Such  is  the con fi dence  we  have  through  Christ be fore  God. 
5  It  is  not  that  we  are com pe tent  in our selves  to  claim any thing 
 as com ing  from our selves,  but  our adequacy  is  from  God. 6  He 
 has  made  us com pe tent  to  be min is ters  of  a  new cov enant,  not 
 of  the let ter,  but  of  the Spir it.  For  the let ter  kills,  but  the Spir it 
 gives  life.

New Covenant Ministry
7  Now  if  the min is try  that  brought  death, chis eled  in let ters  on 
 stones,  came  with glo ry,  so  that  the Is ra el ites  were  not  able  to 
 gaze steadi ly  at Moses’s  face be cause  of  its glo ry,  which  was 
 set  aside, 8  how  will  the min is try  of  the Spir it  not  be  more glo-
ri ous? 9  For  if  the min is try  that  brought con dem na tion  had 
glo ry,  the min is try  that  brings righ teous ness over flows  with 
 even  more glo ry. 10  In  fact,  what  had  been glo ri ous  is  not glo ri-
ous  now  by com par i son be cause  of  the glo ry  that sur pass es  it. 
11  For  if  what  was  set  aside  was glo ri ous,  what en dures  will  be 
 even  more glo ri ous.

12  Since,  then,  we  have  such  a  hope,  we  act  with  great bold-
ness. 13  We  are  not  like Mo ses,  who  used  to  put  a  veil  over  his 




