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Greeting

1  Paul,  called  as  an apos tle  of  Christ  Jesus  by  God’s  will,  and 
Sos the nes  our broth er:

2  To  the  church  of  God  at Cor inth,  to  those sanc ti fied  in  Christ 
 Jesus,  called  as  saints,  with  all  those  in ev ery  place  who  call  on 
 the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  —   both  their  Lord  and  ours.

3  Grace  to  you  and  peace  from  God  our Fa ther  and  the  Lord 
 Jesus  Christ.

Thanksgiving
4  I al ways  thank  my  God  for  you be cause  of  the  grace  of  God 
giv en  to  you  in  Christ  Jesus, 5  that  you  were en riched  in  him  in 
ev ery  way,  in  all  speech  and  all knowl edge. 6  In  this  way,  the tes-
ti mo ny  about  Christ  was con firmed  among  you, 7  so  that  you 
 do  not  lack  any spir i tu al  gift  as  you ea ger ly  wait  for  the rev-
e la tion  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 8  He  will  also strength en  you 
 to  the  end,  so  that  you  will  be blame less  in  the  day  of  our  Lord 
 Jesus  Christ. 9  God  is faith ful;  you  were  called  by  him  into fel-
low ship  with  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.

Divisions at Corinth
10  Now  I  urge  you, broth ers  and sis ters,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord 
 Jesus  Christ,  that  all  of  you  agree  in  what  you  say,  that  there  be 
 no di vi sions  among  you,  and  that  you  be unit ed  with  the  same 
un der stand ing  and  the  same con vic tion. 11  For  it  has  been re-
port ed  to  me  about  you,  my broth ers  and sis ters,  by mem bers 
 of  Chloe’s peo ple,  that  there  is ri val ry  among  you. 12  What  I  am 
say ing  is  this:  One  of  you  says, “ I be long  to  Paul,”  or “ I be long 
 to Apol los,”  or “ I be long  to Ce phas,”  or “ I be long  to  Christ.” 13  Is 
 Christ di vid ed?  Was  Paul cru ci fied  for  you?  Or  were  you bap-
tized  in  Paul’s  name? 14  I  thank  God  that  I bap tized  none  of  you 
ex cept Cris pus  and Ga ius, 15  so  that  no  one  can  say  you  were 
bap tized  in  my  name. 16  I  did,  in  fact, bap tize  the house hold  of 
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Steph a nas; be yond  that,  I  don’t re call  if  I bap tized any one  else. 
17  For  Christ  did  not  send  me  to bap tize,  but  to  preach  the gos pel  
—   not  with el o quent wis dom,  so  that  the  cross  of  Christ  will 
 not  be emp tied  of  its ef ect.

Christ the Power and Wisdom of God
18  For  the  word  of  the  cross  is fool ish ness  to  those  who  are per-
ish ing,  but  it  is  the pow er  of  God  to  us  who  are be ing  saved. 
19  For  it  is writ ten,
  I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
  and I will set aside the intelligence of the intelligent.
20  Where  is  the  one  who  is  wise?  Where  is  the teach er  of  the  law? 
 Where  is  the debater  of  this  age?  Hasn’t  God  made  the  world’s 
wis dom fool ish? 21  For  since,  in  God’s wis dom,  the  world  did 
 not  know  God  through wis dom,  God  was  pleased  to  save  those 
 who be lieve  through  the fool ish ness  of  what  is  preached. 22  For 
 the  Jews  ask  for  signs  and  the  Greeks  seek wis dom, 23  but  we 
 preach  Christ cru ci fied,  a stum bling  block  to  the  Jews  and fool-
ish ness  to  the Gen tiles. 24  Yet  to  those  who  are  called,  both  Jews 
 and  Greeks,  Christ  is  the pow er  of  God  and  the wis dom  of  God, 
25 be cause  God’s fool ish ness  is wis er  than hu man wis dom,  and 
 God’s weak ness  is stron ger  than hu man  strength.

Boasting Only in the Lord
26 Broth ers  and sis ters, con sid er  your call ing:  Not  many  were 
 wise  from  a hu man perspective,  not  many pow er ful,  not  many 
 of no ble  birth. 27 In stead,  God  has cho sen  what  is fool ish  in  the 
 world  to  shame  the  wise,  and  God  has cho sen  what  is  weak  in 
 the  world  to  shame  the  strong. 28  God  has cho sen  what  is insig-
nificant  and de spised  in  the  world  —   what  is  viewed  as noth-
ing  —   to  bring  to noth ing  what  is  viewed  as some thing, 29  so 
 that  no  one  may  boast  in  his pres ence. 30  It  is  from  him  that 
 you  are  in  Christ  Jesus,  who be came wis dom  from  God  for  us  
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—   our righ teous ness, sanctification,  and re demp tion  — 31  in 
or der  that,  as  it  is writ ten:  Let  the  one  who  boasts,  boast  in 
 the  Lord.

Paul’s Proclamation

2  When  I  came  to  you, broth ers  and sis ters, an nounc ing  the 
mys tery  of  God  to  you,  I  did  not  come  with bril liance  of 

 speech  or wis dom. 2  I de cid ed  to  know noth ing  among  you ex-
cept  Jesus  Christ  and  him cru ci fied. 3  I  came  to  you  in weak ness, 
 in  fear,  and  in  much trem bling. 4  My  speech  and  my preach ing 
 were  not  with per sua sive  words  of wis dom  but  with  a dem on-
stra tion  of  the Spir it’s pow er, 5  so  that  your  faith  might  not  be 
 based  on hu man wis dom  but  on  God’s pow er.

Spiritual Wisdom
6  We  do, how ev er,  speak  a wis dom  among  the ma ture,  but  not 
 a wis dom  of  this  age,  or  of  the rul ers  of  this  age,  who  are com-
ing  to noth ing. 7  On  the con trary,  we  speak  God’s hid den wis-
dom  in  a mys tery,  a wis dom  God pre des tined be fore  the  ages 
 for  our glo ry. 8  None  of  the rul ers  of  this  age  knew  this wis dom, 
be cause  if  they  had  known  it,  they  would  not  have cru ci fied  the 
 Lord  of glo ry. 9  But  as  it  is writ ten,
  What no eye has seen, no ear has heard,
  and no human heart has conceived —
  God has prepared these things for those who love him.
10  Now  God  has re vealed  these  things  to  us  by  the Spir it,  since 
 the Spir it search es ev ery thing,  even  the  depths  of  God. 11  For 
 who  knows  a per son’s  thoughts ex cept  his spir it with in  him? 
 In  the  same  way,  no  one  knows  the  thoughts  of  God ex cept 
 the Spir it  of  God. 12  Now  we  have  not re ceived  the spir it  of  the 
 world,  but  the Spir it  who  comes  from  God,  so  that  we  may un-
der stand  what  has  been free ly giv en  to  us  by  God. 13  We  also 
 speak  these  things,  not  in  words  taught  by hu man wis dom,  but 
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 in  those  taught  by  the Spir it, ex plain ing spir i tu al  things  to spir-
i tu al peo ple. 14  But  the per son with out  the Spir it  does  not re-
ceive  what  comes  from  God’s Spir it, be cause  it  is fool ish ness  to 
 him;  he  is  not  able  to un der stand  it  since  it  is evaluated spir i tu-
al ly. 15  The spir i tu al per son, how ev er,  can eval u ate ev ery thing, 
 and  yet  he him self can not  be evaluated  by any one. 16  For
  who has known the Lord’s mind,
  that he may instruct him?
 But  we  have  the  mind  of  Christ.

The Problem of Immaturity

3  For  my  part, broth ers  and sis ters,  I  was  not  able  to  speak  to 
 you  as spir i tu al peo ple  but  as peo ple  of  the  flesh,  as ba bies 

 in  Christ. 2  I  gave  you  milk  to  drink,  not sol id  food,  since  you 
 were  not  yet  ready  for  it.  In  fact,  you  are  still  not  ready, 3 be cause 
 you  are  still world ly.  For  since  there  is  envy  and  strife  among 
 you,  are  you  not world ly  and behaving  like  mere humans? 4  For 
when ev er some one  says, “ I be long  to  Paul,”  and an oth er, “ I be-
long  to Apol los,”  are  you  not act ing  like  mere humans?

The Role of God’s Servants
5  What  then  is Apol los?  What  is  Paul?  They  are ser vants  through 
 whom  you be lieved,  and  each  has  the  role  the  Lord  has giv en. 
6  I plant ed, Apol los wa tered,  but  God  gave  the  growth. 7  So,  then, 
nei ther  the  one  who  plants  nor  the  one  who wa ters  is any thing, 
 but  only  God  who  gives  the  growth. 8  Now  he  who  plants  and 
 he  who wa ters  are  one,  and  each  will re ceive  his  own re ward 
ac cord ing  to  his  own la bor. 9  For  we  are  God’s co work ers.  You 
 are  God’s  field,  God’s build ing.

10 Ac cord ing  to  God’s  grace  that  was giv en  to  me,  I  have  laid 
 a foun da tion  as  a  skilled mas ter build er,  and an oth er  builds 
 on  it.  But  each  one  is  to  be care ful  how  he  builds  on  it. 11  For 
 no  one  can  lay  any foun da tion other  than  what  has  been  laid 




