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In southern Israel, the northern Negev Desert where it meets the central plains. The Judean
hills rise in the background. Abraham lived for a time in Gerar and Beer-sheba in the Negev.
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Circumstances of Writing

Contribution to the Bible

Since pre-Christian times, authorship of the
Torah, the first five books of the Bible, has been
attributed to Moses, an enormously influential
Israelite leader from the second millennium BC
with an aristocratic Egyptian background. Even
though Genesis is technically anonymous,
both the Old and New Testaments unanimously recognize Moses as the Torah’s author (Jos
8:35; 2Ch 23:18; Neh 8:1; Mk 12:19,26; Lk 2:22;
Rm 10:5; Heb 10:28). At the same time, evidence in Genesis suggests that minor editorial
changes dating to ancient times have been
inserted into the text. Examples include the
mention of “Dan” (14:14), a city that was not
named until the days of the judges (Jdg 18:29),
and the use of a phrase that assumed the existence of Israelite kings (Gn 36:31).
The Torah (Hb for “law”) was seen as one
unit until at least the second century BC.
Sometime prior to the birth of Christ, the
Torah was divided into five separate books,
later referred to as the Pentateuch (lit “five
vessels”). Genesis, the first book of the Torah,
provides both the universal history of humankind and the patriarchal history of the nation
of Israel. The first section (chaps. 1–11) is a
general history commonly called the “primeval
history,” showing how all humanity descended from one couple and became sinners.
The second section (chaps. 12–50) is a more
specific history commonly referred to as the
“patriarchal history,” focusing on the covenant
God made with Abraham and his descendants:
Isaac, Jacob, and Jacob’s twelve sons. Genesis
unfolds God’s plan to bless and redeem humanity through Abraham’s descendants. The
book concludes with the events that led to the
Israelites being in the land of Egypt.

Genesis lays the groundwork for everything
else we read and experience in Scripture.
Through Genesis we understand where we
came from, how we got in the fallen state we
are in, and the beginnings of God’s gracious
work on our behalf. Genesis unfolds God’s
original purpose for humanity.
Genesis provides the foundation from
which we understand God’s covenant with
Israel that was established with the giving
of the Law. For the Israelite community, the
stories of the origins of humanity, sin, and
the covenant relationship with God helped
them understand why God gave them
the Law.

Structure
Genesis is chiefly a narrative. From a narrative standpoint, God is the only true hero
of the Bible, and the book of Genesis has
the distinct privilege of introducing him.
God is the first subject of a verb in the book
and is mentioned more frequently than any
other character in the Bible. The content of
the first eleven chapters is distinct from the
patriarchal stories in chapters 12–50. The
primary literary device is the catchphrase
“these are the family records.” The phrase
is broader in meaning than simply “generation” and refers more to a narrative account.
This was a common practice in ancient Near
Eastern writings. This phrase also serves as
a link between the key person in the previous narrative and the one anticipated in
the next section. Genesis could be described as historical genealogy, which ties
together creation and human history in one
continuum.



The Creation

1

In the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth. a
2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness
covered the surface of the watery depths, and the
Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the
waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there
was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and God
separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the
light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” There
was an evening, and there was a morning: one day.
6 Then God said, “Let there be an expanse between
the waters, separating water from water.” 7 So God
made the expanse and separated the water under
the expanse from the water above the expanse. And
it was so. 8 God called the expanse “sky.” b Evening
came and then morning: the second day.
9 Then God said, “Let the water under the sky be
gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear.”
And it was so. 10 God called the dry land “earth,” and
the gathering of the water he called “seas.” And God
saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth
produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and fruit
trees on the earth bearing fruit with seed in it ac
cording to their kinds.” And it was so. 12 The earth
produced vegetation: seed-bearing plants accord
ing to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed
in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it
was good. 13 Evening came and then morning: the
third day.
14 Then God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse
of the sky to separate the day from the night. They
will serve as signs for seasons c and for days and years.
15 They will be lights in the expanse of the sky to pro
vide light on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the
two great lights — the greater light to rule over the
day and the lesser light to rule over the night — as
well as the stars. 17 God placed them in the expanse of
the sky to provide light on the earth, 18 to rule the day
and the night, and to separate light from darkness.
And God saw that it was good. 19 Evening came and
then morning: the fourth day.
20 Then God said, “Let the water swarm with d liv
ing creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across
the expanse of the sky.” 21 So God created the large
sea-creatures and every living creature that moves
and swarms in the water, according to their kinds.
He also created every winged creature according to
its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed
them: “Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the waters of the
seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth.” 23 Eve
ning came and then morning: the fifth day.
24 Then God said, “Let the earth produce living crea
tures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures
that crawl, and the wildlife of the earth according to
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their kinds.” And it was so. 25 So God made the wildlife
of the earth according to their kinds, the livestock
according to their kinds, and all the creatures that
crawl on the ground according to their kinds. And
God saw that it was good.
26 Then God said, “Let us make man e in f our image,
according to our likeness. They will rule the fish of
the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, the whole
earth, and the creatures that crawl g on the earth.”
27 So God created man in his own image;
		 he created him in the image of God;
		 he created them male and female.
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruit
ful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish
of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature that
crawls on the earth.” 29 God also said, “Look, I have
given you every seed-bearing plant on the surface of
the entire earth and every tree whose fruit contains
seed. This will be food for you, 30 for all the wildlife
of the earth, for every bird of the sky, and for every
creature that crawls on the earth — everything hav
ing the breath of life in it — I have given h every green
plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw all that he
had made, and it was very good indeed. Evening came
and then morning: the sixth day.
So the heavens and the earth and everything in
them were completed. 2 On the seventh i day God
had completed his work that he had done, and he rest
ed j on the seventh day from all his work that he had
done. 3 God blessed the seventh day and declared it
holy, for on it he rested from all his work of creation.

2

Man and Woman in the Garden
4 These are the records of the heavens and the earth,
concerning their creation. At the time k that the Lord
God made the earth and the heavens, 5 no shrub of
the field had yet grown on the land, l and no plant
of the field had yet sprouted, for the Lord God had
not made it rain on the land, and there was no man
to work the ground. 6 But mist would come up from
the earth and water all the ground. 7 Then the Lord
God formed the man out of the dust from the ground
and breathed the breath of life into his nostrils, and
the man became a living being.
8 The Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the
east, and there he placed the man he had formed.
9 The Lord God caused to grow out of the ground
every tree pleasing in appearance and good for food,
including the tree of life in the middle of the garden,
as well as the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
a
1:1 Or created the universe b 1:8 Or “heavens.” c 1:14 Or for the
appointed times d 1:20 Lit with swarms of e 1:26 Or human beings ;
Hb ‘adam, also in v. 27 f 1:26 Or as g 1:26 Or scurry h 1:30 I have
given added for clarity i 2:2 Sam, LXX, Syr read sixth j 2:2 Or ceased,
also in v. 3 k 2:4 Lit creation on the day l 2:5 Or earth

God “Created”: A Word Study

A

lthough all Christians may not
agree on the details of how
God created the universe and life,
all believers would agree that he
is the Creator of it all. The Hebrew
word to express creation first occurs
in Genesis 1:1 and is the word bara’.

by T. Van McClain

The first chapter of Genesis uses
the verb bara’ in only three verses.
In Genesis 1:1, the context indicates
that God created the universe ex nihilo, or “out of nothing.” Such action
is beyond human capabilities. The
writer of Hebrews wrote, “By faith
we understand that the universe
was created by the word of God, so
that what is seen was made from
things that are not visible” (Heb 11:3;
cf. Ps 33:6,9; Col 1:16). The next two
usages of the word bara’ in Genesis 1
highlight the creation of life. Genesis
1:21 highlights the creation of animal
life and 1:27 of human life.
God’s creative work did not end
with what we see in Genesis. The

word bara’ appears more times in
the book of Isaiah than any other
Old Testament book, including
Genesis. Isaiah promised that the
creative work of God would be at
work in the coming Messianic Age
(Is 4:5). Also, the book of Psalms
uses bara’ in a couple of ways that
highlight God’s continued creative
work. Psalm 102:18 says, “This will
be written for a later generation,
and a people who have not yet
been created will praise the Lord.”
David prayed, “God, create a clean
heart for me and renew a steadfast
spirit within me” (Ps 51:10). David’s
request affirmed his dependency on
God’s continued creative work.

Partial tablet containing the Mesopotamian creation myth
celebrating the god Marduk defeating Tiamat, the goddess of
chaos. Marduk created the heavens and the earth from Tiamat’s
corpse and from her blood created humans to serve the gods.
The story dates to the second millennium BC, but the tablet,
which came from the library of Ashurbanipal in Nineveh, dates to
the seventh century BC.

Overlooking the ruins at the ancient site of Ebla (now
called Tell Mardikh) in modern northwest Syria. In the
1970s, archaeologists unearthed thousands of tablets,
some containing stories that are similar to the biblical
accounts of the flood, the tower of Babylon, and creation.
However, the people of Ebla worshiped other gods.



10 A river went a out from Eden to water the gar
den. From there it divided and became the source
of four rivers. b 11 The name of the first is Pishon,
which flows through the entire land of Havilah, c
where there is gold. 12 Gold from that land is pure; d
bdellium e and onyx f are also there. 13 The name of
the second river is Gihon, which flows through the
entire land of Cush. 14 The name of the third river is
Tigris, which runs east of Assyria. And the fourth
river is the Euphrates.
15 The Lord God took the man and placed him in
the garden of Eden to work it and watch over it. 16 And
the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to
eat from any tree of the garden, 17 but you must not
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
for on the day you eat from it, you will certainly die.”
18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man
to be alone. I will make a helper corresponding to
him.” 19 The Lord God formed out of the ground every
wild animal and every bird of the sky, and brought
each to the man to see what he would call it. And
whatever the man called a living creature, that was
its name. 20 The man gave names to all the livestock,
to the birds of the sky, and to every wild animal; but
for the man g no helper was found corresponding to
him. 21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to come
over the man, and he slept. God took one of his ribs
and closed the flesh at that place. 22 Then the Lord God
made the rib he had taken from the man into a wom
an and brought her to the man. 23 And the man said:
		 This one, at last, is bone of my bone
		 and flesh of my flesh;
		 this one will be called “woman,”
		 for she was taken from man.
24 This is why a man leaves his father and mother
and bonds with his wife, and they become one flesh.
25 Both the man and his wife were naked, yet felt no
shame.

The Temptation and the Fall

3

Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the
wild animals that the Lord God had made. He
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You can’t eat
from any tree in the garden’? ”
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the
fruit from the trees in the garden. 3 But about the fruit
of the tree in the middle of the garden, God said, ‘You
must not eat it or touch it, or you will die.’ ”
4 “No! You will certainly not die,” the serpent said
to the woman. 5 “In fact, God knows that when h you
eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil.” 6 The woman saw that
the tree was good for food and delightful to look at,
and that it was desirable for obtaining wisdom. So she
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took some of its fruit and ate it; she also gave some to
her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then
the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew
they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together
and made coverings for themselves.

Sin’s Consequences
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the
Lord God walking i n the garden a t the t ime of the eve
ning breeze, i and they hid from the Lord God among
the trees of the garden. 9 So the Lord God called out
to the man and said to him, “Where are you? ”
10 And he said, “I heard you j in the garden, and I
was afraid because I was naked, so I hid.”
11 Then he asked, “Who told you that you were na
ked? Did you eat from the tree that I commanded you
not to eat from? ”
12 The man replied, “The woman you gave to be with
me — she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate.”
13 So the Lord God asked the woman, “What have
you done? ”
And the woman said, “The serpent deceived me,
and I ate.”
14 So the Lord God said to the serpent:
		 Because you have done this,
		 you are cursed more than any livestock
		 and more than any wild animal.
		 You will move on your belly
		 and eat dust all the days of your life.
15 I will put hostility between you
and the woman,
		 and between your offspring
and her offspring. k
		 He will strike your head,
		 and you will strike his heel.
16 He said to the woman:
		 I will intensify your labor pains;
		 you will bear children with painful effort.
		 Your desire will be for your husband,
		 yet he will rule over you.
17 And he said to the man, “Because you listened to
your wife and ate from the tree about which I com
manded you, ‘Do not eat from it’:
		 The ground is cursed because of you.
		 You will eat from it by means of painful labor l
		 all the days of your life.
18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
		 and you will eat the plants of the field.
a

2:10 Lit became four heads c 2:11 Or of the Havilah
2:12 A yellowish, transparent gum resin f 2:12 Identity
of this precious stone uncertain g 2:20 Or for Adam h 3:5 Lit on
the day i 3:8 Lit at the wind of the day j 3:10 Lit the sound of you
k
3:15 Lit your seed and her seed l 3:17 Lit it through pain
d

2:10 Or goes
2:12 Lit good

b

e

Eden: All We Know

by Kevin Hall

Tigris River at Diyarbakir, in eastern Turkey.

W

ith the discovery of ancient
Near Eastern libraries that
contained ancient Akkadian and
Sumerian texts, it became common to associate the biblical name
“Eden” with the Akkadian term
edinu (Sumerian, eden), meaning
“plain, steppe.”1 This explanation of
the name made sense to those who
thought it likely that Eden was in
or around the broad plains of “the
land between the rivers,” Mesopotamia. More recently, however,
Aramaic and Ugaritic studies have
yielded evidence associating the
name with the idea of a “garden
of abundance.”2 This explanation
comports well with the basic

meaning of the Hebrew term ‘eden,
“luxury, delight.”
In this context of a region
named Eden (“luxury, delight”)
with a well-watered garden, we
can instructively consider ancient
Near Eastern parallels. Ancient Near
Eastern monarchs such as Assyria’s
King Sennacherib lavished their
capitals with parks and gardens
irrigated by springs outside of the
city. So if the Bible intends for us
to imagine a spring pouring forth
from Eden to irrigate a garden or
park, then the biblical text describes
“a situation that was well known
in the ancient world: a sacred spot
featuring a spring with an adjoining,

well-watered park, stocked with
specimens of trees and animals.”3
The scriptural account of Eden’s
location is more interested in
asserting the “cultural and political
centrality” of Eden within the ancient Near Eastern world than with
providing a road map for pinpointing Eden’s location.4

1

Howard N. Wallace, “Eden, Garden of”
in The Anchor Bible Dictionary (ABD),
ed. David Noel Freedman (New York:
Doubleday, 1992), 2:281–83. 2 J. H. Walton,
“Eden, Garden of” in Dictionary of the Old
Testament: Pentateuch (Downers Grove,
IL: InterVarsity, 2003), 202–7. 3 Walton,
“Eden,” 204. 4 Walton, “Eden.”



7

19
		
		
		
		

You will eat bread a by the sweat of your brow
until you return to the ground,
since you were taken from it.
For you are dust,
and you will return to dust.”

20 The man named his wife Eve b because she was
the mother of all the living. 21 The Lord God made
clothing from skins for the man and his wife, and
he clothed them.
22 The Lord God said, “Since the man has become
like one of us, knowing good and evil, he must not
reach out, take from the tree of life, eat, and live for
ever.” 23 So the Lord God sent him away from the
garden of Eden to work the ground from which he
was taken. 24 He drove the man out and stationed the
cherubim and the flaming, whirling sword east of the
garden of Eden to guard the way to the tree of life.

Cain Murders Abel

4

The man was intimate with his wife Eve, and
she conceived and gave birth to Cain. She said,
“I have had a male child with the Lord’s help.” c 2 She
also gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel became
a shepherd of flocks, but Cain worked the ground. 3 In
the course of time Cain presented some of the land’s
produce as an off ering to the Lord. 4 And Abel also
presented an off ering — some of the firstborn of his
flock and their fat portions. The Lord had regard for
Abel and his off ering, 5 but he did not have regard
for Cain and his off ering. Cain was furious, and he
looked despondent.
6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you furious?
And why do you look despondent? 7 If you do what
is right, won’t you be accepted? But if you do not do
what is right, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire
is for you, but you must rule over it.”

Electrotype copy of gold
dagger and elaborate sheath,
from Early Dynastic III,
2600–2500 BC.
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8 Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the
field.” d And while they were in the field, Cain attacked
his brother Abel and killed him.
9 Then the Lord s aid t o C
 ain, “Where i s y our broth
er Abel? ”
“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s
guardian? ”
10 Then he said, “What have you done? Your broth
er’s blood cries out to me from the ground! 11 So now
you are cursed, alienated from the ground that
opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood
you have shed. e 12 If you work the ground, it will never
again give you its yield. You will be a restless wan
derer on the earth.”
13 But Cain answered the Lord, “My punishment f
is too great to bear! 14 Since you are banishing me to
day from the face of the earth, and I must hide from
your presence and become a restless wanderer on
the earth, whoever finds me will kill me.”
15 Then the Lord replied to him, “In that case, g who
ever kills Cain will suff er vengeance seven times
over.” And he placed a mark on Cain so that whoev
er found him would not kill him. 16 Then Cain went
out from the Lord’s presence and lived in the land
of Nod, h east of Eden.

The Line of Cain
17 Cain was intimate with his wife, and she conceived
and gave birth to Enoch. Then Cain became the build
er of a city, and he named the city Enoch after his son.
18 Irad was born to Enoch, Irad fathered Mehujael,
Mehujael fathered Methushael, and Methushael fa
thered Lamech. 19 Lamech took two wives for himself,
a

3:19 Or food b 3:20 Lit Living, or Life c 4:1 Lit the Lord
4:8 Sam, LXX, Syr, Vg; MT omits “Let’s go out to the field.”
e
4:11 Lit blood from your hand f 4:13 Or sin g 4:15 LXX, Syr, Vg
read “Not so!” h 4:16 Lit Wandering
d
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one named Adah and the other named Zillah. 20 Adah
bore Jabal; he was the first a of the nomadic herdsmen.
21 His brother was named Jubal; he was the first a of all
who play the lyre and the flute. 22 Zillah bore Tubal-
cain, who made all kinds of bronze and iron tools.
Tubal-cain’s sister was Naamah.
23 Lamech said to his wives:
		 Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
		 wives of Lamech, pay attention to my words.
		 For I killed a man for wounding me,
		 a young man for striking me.
24 If Cain is to be avenged seven times over,
		 then for Lamech it will be
seventy-seven times!
25 Adam was intimate with his wife again, and she
gave birth to a son and named him Seth, for she said,
“God has given b me another offspring c in place of
Abel, since Cain killed him.” 26 A son was born to Seth
also, and he named him Enosh. At that time people
began to call on the name of the Lord.

The Line of Seth

5

This is the document containing the family d rec
ords of Adam. e On the day that God created man, f
he made him in the likeness of God; 2 he created them
male and female. When they were created, he blessed
them and called them mankind. g
3 Adam was 130 years old when he fathered a son
in his likeness, according to his image, and named
him Seth. 4 Adam lived 800 years after he fathered
Seth, and he fathered other sons and daughters. 5 So
Adam’s life lasted 930 years; then he died.
6 Seth was 105 years old when he fathered Enosh.
7 Seth lived 807 years after he fathered Enosh, and
he fathered other sons and daughters. 8 So Seth’s life
lasted 912 years; then he died.
9 Enosh was 90 years old when he fathered Kenan.
10 Enosh lived 815 years after he fathered Kenan, and
he fathered other sons and daughters. 11 So Enosh’s
life lasted 905 years; then he died.
12 Kenan was 70 years old when he fathered Maha
lalel. 13 Kenan lived 840 years after he fathered Maha
lalel, and he fathered other sons and daughters. 14 So
Kenan’s life lasted 910 years; then he died.
15 Mahalalel was 65 years old when he fathered
Jared. 16 Mahalalel lived 830 years after he fathered
Jared, and he fathered other sons and daughters. 17 So
Mahalalel’s life lasted 895 years; then he died.
18 Jared was 162 years old when he fathered Enoch.
19 Jared lived 800 years after he fathered Enoch, and
he fathered other sons and daughters. 20 So Jared’s
life lasted 962 years; then he died.
21 Enoch was 65 years old when he fathered Me
thuselah. 22 And after he fathered Methuselah, Enoch
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walked with God 300 years and fathered other sons
and daughters. 23 So Enoch’s life lasted 365 years.
24 Enoch walked with God; then he was not there
because God took him.
25 Methuselah was 187 years old when he fa
thered Lamech. 26 Methuselah lived 782 years after
he fathered Lamech, and he fathered other sons and
daughters. 27 So Methuselah’s life lasted 969 years;
then he died.
28 Lamech was 182 years old when he fathered a
son. 29 And he named him Noah, h saying, “This one
will bring us relief from the agonizing labor of our
hands, caused by the ground the Lord has cursed.”
30 Lamech lived 595 years after he fathered Noah, and
he fathered other sons and daughters. 31 So Lamech’s
life lasted 777 years; then he died.
32 Noah was 500 years old, and he fathered Shem,
Ham, and Japheth.

Sons of God and Daughters of Mankind

6

When mankind began to multiply on the earth
and daughters were born to them, 2 the sons of
God saw that the daughters of mankind were beauti
ful, and they took any they chose as wives for them
selves. 3 And the Lord said, “My Spirit will not remain i
with j mankind forever, because they are corrupt. k
Their days will be 120 years.” 4 The Nephilim l were
on the earth both in those days and afterward, when
the sons of God came to the daughters of mankind,
who bore children to them. They were the powerful
men of old, the famous men.

Judgment Decreed
5 When the Lord saw that human wickedness was
widespread on the earth and that every inclination
of the human mind was nothing but evil all the time,
6 the Lord regretted that he had made man on the
earth, and he was deeply grieved. 7 Then the Lord
said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I created, off the
face of the earth, together with the animals, crea
tures that crawl, and birds of the sky — for I regret
that I made them.” 8 Noah, however, found favor with
the Lord.

God Warns Noah
9 These are the family records of Noah. Noah was a
righteous man, blameless among his contemporaries;
Noah walked with God. 10 And Noah fathered three
sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
a

4:20,21 Lit father b 4:25 The Hb word for given sounds like the name
“Seth.” c 4:25 Lit seed d 5:1 Lit written family e 5:1 Or mankind
f
5:1 Or Adam, human beings g 5:2 Hb ‘adam h 5:29 In Hb, the name
Noah sounds like “bring us relief.” i 6:3 Or strive j 6:3 Or in
k
6:3 Lit flesh l 6:4 Possibly means “fallen ones”; traditionally,
“giants”; Nm 13:31–33
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Digging Deeper 

Enuma Elish

Discovered on clay tablets at the library of
Ashurbanipal (see Ezr 4:10) in Nineveh in 1849, the
Enuma Elish contains the Mesopotamian account
of creation and the flood. Composed in Abraham’s
era sometime around 1800 BC, the Enuma Elish
offers details similar to those found in Genesis
1–10. It relates the formation of the world, humanity’s offense against the gods, and a flood sent by
heaven to destroy humanity.
Some critics say the Genesis creation account
(written ca 1400 BC) is borrowed from the Enuma
Elish and other mythical stories that were written
beforehand. However, the similarities between
Genesis and the earlier accounts are outweighed
by the differences. Comparisons reveal that the
biblical account is unique, simple, and more historically believable due to its lack of mythological
tone. This makes it difficult for critical scholars
to argue that the biblical record was borrowed
from earlier mythology. Myth always becomes
more distorted over time, but never becomes
more simplified and historically believable like the
Genesis account. Therefore, it is very unlikely that
the biblical writers relied on the Enuma Elish. The
similarities between the two indicate agreement
on some basic facts of earth history (e.g., there
really was a flood), while the differences indicate
the greater historical accuracy of Genesis.

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and
the earth was filled with wickedness. a 12 God saw
how corrupt the earth was, for every creature had
corrupted its way on the earth. 13 Then God said to
Noah, “I have decided to put an end to every crea
ture, for the earth is filled with wickedness because
of them; therefore I am going to destroy them along
with the earth.
14 “Make yourself an ark of gopher b wood. Make
rooms in the ark, and cover it with pitch inside and
outside. 15 This is how you are to make it: The ark will
be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. c 16 You
are to make a roof, d finishing the sides of the ark to
within eighteen inches e of the roof. You are to put a
door in the side of the ark. Make it with lower, middle,
and upper decks.
17 “Understand that I am bringing a flood — flood
waters on the earth to destroy every creature under
heaven with the breath of life in it. Everything on
earth will perish. 18 But I will establish my covenant
with you, and you will enter the ark with your sons,
your wife, and your sons’ wives. 19 You are also to
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bring into the ark two of all the living creatures, male
and female, to keep them alive with you. 20 Two of ev
erything — from the birds according to their kinds,
from the livestock according to their kinds, and from
the animals that crawl on the ground according to
their kinds — will come to you so that you can keep
them alive. 21 Take with you every kind of food that is
eaten; gather it as food for you and for them.” 22 And
Noah did this. He did everything that God had com
manded him.

Entering the Ark

7

Then the Lord said to Noah, “Enter the ark, you
and all your household, for I have seen that you
alone are righteous before me in this generation.
2 You are to take with you seven pairs, a male and
its female, of all the clean animals, and two of the
animals that are not clean, a male and its female,
3 and seven pairs, male and female, of the birds of the
sky — in order to keep offspring alive throughout
the earth. 4 Seven days from now I will make it rain
on the earth forty days and forty nights, and every
living thing I have made I will wipe off the face of
the earth.” 5 And Noah did everything that the Lord
commanded him.
6 Noah was six hundred years old when the flood
came and water covered the earth. 7 So Noah, his
sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives entered the ark
because of the floodwaters. 8 From the animals that
are clean, and from the animals that are not clean,
and from the birds and every creature that crawls
on the ground, 9 two of each, male and female, came
to Noah and entered the ark, just as God had com
manded him. 10 Seven days later the floodwaters
came on the earth.

The Flood
11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the sec
ond month, on the seventeenth day of the month,
on that day all the sources of the vast watery depths
burst open, the floodgates of the sky were opened,
12 and the rain fell on the earth forty days and forty
nights. 13 On that same day Noah and his three sons,
Shem, Ham, and Japheth, entered the ark, along with
Noah’s wife and his three sons’ wives. 14 They entered
it with all the wildlife according to their kinds, all
livestock according to their kinds, all the creatures
that crawl on the earth according to their kinds, ev
ery flying creature — all the birds and every winged
creature — according to their kinds. 15 Two of every
creature that has the breath of life in it came to Noah
a
6:11 Or injustice, also in v. 13 b 6:14 Unknown species of tree;
perhaps pine or cypress c 6:15 Or 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide,
and 30 cubits high d 6:16 Or window, or hatch ; Hb uncertain
e
6:16 Lit to a cubit

Genesis 7–8

Digging Deeper 

10

Gilgamesh Epic

The Gilgamesh Epic, dating to the seventh century
BC, contains a Babylonian record of a worldwide
flood. This account was likely borrowed from the
Atrahasis Epic, which dates to 1800 BC. Portions
of Gilgamesh have been discovered throughout
the Middle East, including the biblical city of
Megiddo.
The story tells of a Noah-like figure named Utnapishtim who survived the flood because he was
warned by the god Ea to build a boat for his family
and many animals. A week of rain swept away
the boat, and then it came to rest on Mount Nisir
(Kurdistan) where Utnapishtim released several
birds that did not return. He then offered sacrifice
and was granted immortality.
Some critical scholars say the Bible depends on
Babylonian accounts such as Gilgamesh since there
are noticeable similarities between the stories.
However, the mythological message in Gilgamesh
is absent in the later Genesis description, making
it unlikely that the Bible borrowed from the Bab
ylonians. Details of the flood event were distorted
as different cultures interpreted the flood through
their unique religious beliefs. Supporting this conclusion is the fact that nearly two dozen separate
flood accounts exist around the world. Hence the
Bible has gotten it right, whereas other accounts
mix truth with error.

and entered the ark. 16 Those that entered, male and
female of every creature, entered just as God had
commanded him. Then the Lord shut him in.
17 The flood continued for forty days on the earth;
the water increased and lifted up the ark so that it
rose above the earth. 18 The water surged and in
creased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on
the surface of the water. 19 Then the water surged
even higher on the earth, and all the high mountains
under the whole sky were covered. 20 The mountains
were covered as the water surged above them more
than twenty feet. a 21 Every creature perished — those
that crawl on the earth, birds, livestock, wildlife, and
those that swarm on the earth, as well as all mankind.
22 Everything with the breath of the spirit of life in its
nostrils — everything on dry land died. 23 He wiped
out every living thing that was on the face of the
earth, from mankind to livestock, to creatures that
crawl, to the birds of the sky, and they were wiped
off the earth. Only Noah was left, and those that were
with him in the ark. 24 And the water surged on the
earth 150 days.

The Flood Recedes

8

God remembered Noah, as well as all the wildlife
and all the livestock that were with him in the
ark. God caused a wind to pass over the earth, and the
water began to subside. 2 The sources of the watery
depths and the floodgates of the sky were closed, and
the rain from the sky stopped. 3 The water steadily
receded from the earth, and by the end of 150 days
the water had decreased significantly. 4 The ark came
to rest in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day
of the month, on the mountains of Ararat.
5 The water continued to recede until the tenth
month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the
month, the tops of the mountains were visible. 6 After
forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that
he had made, 7 and he sent out a raven. It went back
and forth until the water had dried up from the earth.
8 Then he sent out a dove to see whether the water
on the earth’s surface had gone down, 9 but the dove
found no resting place for its foot. It returned to him
in the ark because water covered the surface of the
whole earth. He reached out and brought it into the
ark to himself. 10 So Noah waited seven more days and
sent out the dove from the ark again. 11 When the dove
came to him at evening, there was a plucked olive leaf
in its beak. So Noah knew that the water on the earth’s
surface had gone down. 12 After he had waited another
seven days, he sent out the dove, but it did not return
to him again. 13 In the six hundred first year, b in the
first month, on the first day of the month, the water
that had covered the earth was dried up. Then Noah
removed the ark’s cover and saw that the surface of
the ground was drying. 14 By the twenty-seventh day
of the second month, the earth was dry.

The Lord’s Promise
15 Then God spoke to Noah, 16 “Come out of the ark, you,
your wife, your sons, and your sons’ wives with you.
17 Bring out all the living creatures that are with
you — birds, livestock, those that crawl on the earth 
— and they will spread over the earth and be fruitful
and multiply on the earth.” 18 So Noah, along with his
sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives, came out. 19 All the
animals, all the creatures that crawl, and all the fly
ing creatures — everything that moves on the earth 
— came out of the ark by their families.
20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord. He took
some of every kind of clean animal and every kind
of clean bird and off ered burnt off erings on the altar.
21 When the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, he said
to himself, “I will never again curse the ground be
cause of human beings, even though the inclination
of the human heart is evil from youth onward. And
a

7:20 Lit surged 15 cubits

b

8:13 = of Noah’s life



I will never again strike down every living thing as
I have done.
22 As long as the earth endures,
		 seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,
		 summer and winter, and day and night
		 will not cease.”

God’s Covenant with Noah

9

God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them,
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. 2 The
fear and terror of you will be in every living creature
on the earth, every bird of the sky, every creature
that crawls on the ground, and all the fish of the sea.
They are placed under your authority. 3 Every crea
ture that lives and moves will be food for you; as I
gave the green plants, I have given you everything.
4 However, you must not eat meat with its lifeblood in
it. 5 And I will require a penalty for your lifeblood; a I
will require it from any animal and from any human;
if someone murders a fellow human, I will require
that person’s life.
6 Whoever sheds human blood,
		 by humans his blood will be shed,
		 for God made humans in his image.
7 But you, be fruitful and multiply; spread out over
the earth and multiply on it.”
8 Then God said to Noah and his sons with him,
9 “Understand that I am establishing my covenant
with you and your descendants after you, 10 and with
every living creature that is with you — birds, live
stock, and all wildlife of the earth that are with you 
— all the animals of the earth that came out of the ark.
11 I establish my covenant with you that never again
will every creature be wiped out by floodwaters; there
will never again be a flood to destroy the earth.”
12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant
I am making between me and you and every living
creature with you, a covenant for all future genera
tions: 13 I have placed my bow in the clouds, and it will
be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.
14 Whenever I form clouds over the earth and the bow
appears in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant
between me and you and all the living creatures: water
will never again become a flood to destroy every crea
ture. 16 The bow will be in the clouds, and I will look at
it and remember the permanent covenant between
God and all the living creatures on earth.” 17 God said
to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have
established between me and every creature on earth.”

Prophecies about Noah’s Family
18 Noah’s sons who came out of the ark were Shem,
Ham, and Japheth. Ham was the father of Canaan.
19 These three were Noah’s sons, and from them the
whole earth was populated.
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Genesis 8–10

20 Noah, as a man of the soil, began by planting b
a vineyard. 21 He drank some of the wine, became
drunk, and uncovered himself inside his tent. 22 Ham,
the father of Canaan, saw his father naked and told
his two brothers outside. 23 Then Shem and Japheth
took a cloak and placed it over both their shoulders,
and walking backward, they covered their father’s
nakedness. Their faces were turned away, and they
did not see their father naked.
24 When Noah awoke from his drinking and learned
what his youngest son had done to him, 25 he said:
		 Canaan is cursed.
		 He will be the lowest of slaves to his brothers.
26 He also said:
		 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Shem;
		 Let Canaan be c Shem’s slave.
27 Let God extend Japheth; d
		 let Japheth dwell in the tents of Shem;
		 let Canaan be Shem’s slave.
28 Now Noah lived 350 years after the flood. 29 So
Noah’s life lasted 950 years; then he died.

The Table of Nations

10

These are the family records of Noah’s sons,
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. They also had sons
after the flood.
2 Japheth’s sons: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tu
bal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3 Gomer’s sons: Ashkenaz,
Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 And Javan’s sons: Elishah,
Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. e 5 From these descen
dants, the peoples of the coasts and islands spread
out into their lands according to their clans in their
nations, each with its own language.
6 Ham’s sons: Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan.
7 Cush’s sons: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and
Sabteca. And Raamah’s sons: Sheba and Dedan.
8 Cush fathered Nimrod, who began to be powerful
in the land. 9 He was a powerful hunter in the sight of
the Lord. That is why it is said, “Like Nimrod, a pow
erful hunter in the sight of the Lord.” 10 His kingdom
started with Babylon, Erech, f Accad, g and Calneh, h in
the land of Shinar. i 11 From that land he went to Assyr
ia and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-ir, Calah, 12 and Resen,
between Nineveh and the great city Calah.
13 Mizraim j fathered the people of L ud, Anam, Lehab, Naphtuh, 14 Pathrus, Casluh (the Philistines came
from them), and Caphtor.
a
9:5 Lit And your blood belonging to your life I will seek b 9:20 Or Noah
began to be a farmer and planted c 9:26 As a wish or prayer; others
interpret the verbs in vv. 26–27 as prophecy: Canaan will be . . .
d
9:27 In Hb, the name Japheth sounds like the word “extend.”
e
10:4 Some Hb mss, LXX read Rodanim ; 1Ch 1:7 f 10:10 Or Uruk
g
10:10 Or Akkad h 10:10 Or and all of them i 10:10 Or in Babylonia
j
10:13 = Egypt

Ancient Altars

by George H. Shaddix

Relief of a Hittite king and queen before the sacred altar. Dates to 1300 BC.

T

he simplest altars were constructed of earth built up into a
mound. This may have been the type
of altar Noah built—and evidently
the type Moses later built. Earthen
altars were useful, especially for
nomadic people. “An earthen altar
would not have been very practical
for permanently settled people, for
the rainy season each year would
damage or destroy the altar.”1
Instead, settled people typically
used stone to construct altars.
These stones were to be natural and
not hewn. The stone altar, like the
earthen altar, would have no definite
shape. The stones would simply be
piled on top of one another. Sometimes a single natural rock would
serve as an altar (Jdg 6:19–21). So the
material the builder used to construct
the altar determined its shape.
Scripture appears to make a
distinction concerning those who
Miniature bronze incense burners, probably
for domestic use. From Byblos; first century
BC–first century AD.

offered sacrifices on each type of
altar. Earthen and stone altars were
in use before the establishment of
the priesthood; therefore, anyone
could build an altar wherever they
were and could offer a sacrifice (Gn
8:17–20; 22:9–13). With the establishment of the priesthood, people
built more elaborate altars, such
as those in the tabernacle and the
temple. Only here did the priests

offer the sacrifices for the people
of God.
Most altars were designed for
offering sacrifices; however, some
seem to have been built as memorials (Ex 17:15–16; Jos 22:26–27).2
Altars were not unique to Israel.
Other nations also built altars to
worship their gods. Archaeologists
have uncovered an altar with multiple faces carved into it at Taanach,

Matthew

View of Bethlehem in Israel from atop the Herodium.

introduction to

Matthew
Circumstances of Writing
The author did not identify himself in the text.
However, the title that ascribes this Gospel to
Matthew appears in the earliest manuscripts
and is possibly original. Titles became necessary to distinguish one Gospel from another
when the four Gospels began to circulate as
a single collection. Many early church fathers
(Papias, Irenaeus, Pantaenus, and Origen)
acknowledged Matthew as the author. Papias
also contended that Matthew first wrote in
Hebrew, implying that this Gospel was later
translated into Greek.
Many modern scholars dispute these
traditional claims. For instance, against Papias
they argue that this Gospel was not originally written in Hebrew, because the Greek of
Matthew does not appear to be translation
Greek. They further argue that if the early
church, following Papias’s opinion, was wrong
about the original language, they were likely
incorrect about the author as well. However,
the excellent Greek of Matthew could have
been produced by a skilled translator of an
original Hebrew text.
Even if Papias was wrong about the original
language of the Gospel of Matthew, this does
not imply that he and other early church
leaders were wrong to identify Matthew as
the author of this Gospel. In fact, the early
church unanimously affirmed that the Gospel
of Matthew was authored by the apostle Matthew. It would require impressive evidence to
overturn this early consensus.
Clues from the Gospel itself support its
ascription to Matthew. First, both Mark 2:14
and Luke 5:27 identify the tax collector whom
Jesus called to be his disciple as Levi. This
Gospel, however, identifies Levi as Matthew.
Matthew, a Hebrew name meaning “gift of
God,” appears to be the apostolic name that
Jesus gave to Levi after he chose to follow
Christ, much as Simon was named Peter by

Jesus after his confession of faith (Mt 16:18).
The use of Matthew in this Gospel may be
Matthew’s personal touch, a self-reference
that gives us a clue about authorship.
Determining the date of composition of
Matthew’s Gospel depends largely on the relationship of the Gospels to one another. Most
scholars believe that Matthew used Mark’s
Gospel in writing his own Gospel. If this is
correct, Matthew’s Gospel must postdate
Mark’s. However, the date of Mark’s Gospel is
also shrouded in mystery. Irenaeus (ca AD 180)
seems to claim that Mark wrote his Gospel
after Peter’s death in the mid-60s. However,
Clement of Alexandria, who wrote only twenty
years after Irenaeus, claimed that Mark wrote
his Gospel while Peter was still alive. Given
the ambiguity of the historical evidence, a
decision must be based on other factors.
The date of composition for Mark is best
inferred from the date of Luke and Acts. The
abrupt ending of Acts, which left Paul under
house arrest in Rome, implies that Acts was
written before Paul’s release. Since one of
the major themes of Acts is the legality of
Christianity in the Roman Empire, one would
have expected Luke to mention Paul’s release
by the emperor if it had already occurred. This
evidence dates Acts to the early 60s. Luke
and Acts were two volumes of a single work,
as the prologues to these books demonstrate. Luke was written before Acts. Given
the amount of research that Luke invested
in the book and the travel that eyewitness
interviews probably required, a date in the
late 50s is reasonable. If Luke used Mark in
writing his own Gospel, as seems likely, by
implication Mark was written some time
before the late 50s, perhaps the early to mid50s. Thus, despite Matthew’s dependence on
Mark, Matthew may have been written any
time beginning in the mid-50s once Mark was
completed.

Contribution to the Bible

Structure

As the first book in the New Testament,
the Gospel of Matthew serves as a gateway
between the two testaments. Of the New
Testament books, and certainly of the four
Gospels, Matthew has the strongest connections to the Old Testament. Matthew gave us
God’s entire plan from Genesis to Revelation.
Matthew looked back and referred to Hebrew
prophecies some sixty times (“was fulfilled”
and “so that what was spoken . . . might be
fulfilled”). He also looked forward by dealing
not only with the Messiah’s coming and
his ministry, but also his future plan for his
church and kingdom.

Matthew divided his Gospel into three
major sections. He introduced new major
sections with “from then on Jesus began to”
(4:17; 16:21). These transitional statements
divide the Gospel into the introduction
(1:1–4:16), body (4:17–16:20), and conclusion
(16:21–28:20). Matthew also divided his
Gospel into five major blocks of teaching,
each of which concludes with a summary
statement (8:1; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1). Some
scholars believe these five major discourses
were meant to correspond to the five books
of Moses and to confirm Jesus’s identity as
the new Moses.

Matthew 1–2

1332

The Genealogy of Jesus Christ

1

An account of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the
Son of David, the Son of Abraham:

From Abraham to David
2
		
		
3
		
		
4
		
		
5
		
		
6

Abraham fathered a Isaac,
Isaac fathered Jacob,
Jacob fathered Judah and his brothers,
Judah fathered Perez and Zerah by Tamar,
Perez fathered Hezron,
Hezron fathered Aram,
Aram fathered Amminadab,
Amminadab fathered Nahshon,
Nahshon fathered Salmon,
Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab,
Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth,
Obed fathered Jesse,
and Jesse fathered King David.

From David to the Babylonian Exile
		
7
		
		
8
		
		
9
		
		
10
		
		
11
		

David fathered Solomon b by Uriah’s wife,
Solomon fathered Rehoboam,
Rehoboam fathered Abijah,
Abijah fathered Asa, c
Asa c fathered Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat fathered Joram, d
Joram fathered Uzziah,
Uzziah fathered Jotham,
Jotham fathered Ahaz,
Ahaz fathered Hezekiah,
Hezekiah fathered Manasseh,
Manasseh fathered Amon, e
Amon fathered Josiah,
and Josiah fathered Jeconiah and his brothers
at the time of the exile to Babylon.

From the Exile to the Messiah
12
		
		
13
		
		
14
		
		
15
		
		
16
		

After the exile to Babylon
Jeconiah fathered Shealtiel,
Shealtiel fathered Zerubbabel,
Zerubbabel fathered Abiud,
Abiud fathered Eliakim,
Eliakim fathered Azor,
Azor fathered Zadok,
Zadok fathered Achim,
Achim fathered Eliud,
Eliud fathered Eleazar,
Eleazar fathered Matthan,
Matthan fathered Jacob,
and Jacob fathered Joseph the husband of Mary,
who gave birth to Jesus who is called
the Messiah.

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David
were fourteen generations; and from David until the

exile to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the
exile to Babylon until the Messiah, fourteen gener
ations.

The Nativity of the Messiah
18 The birth of Jesus Christ came about this way: Af
ter his mother Mary had been engaged f to Joseph, it
was discovered before they came together that she
was pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 So her husband,
Joseph, being a righteous man, and not wanting to
disgrace her publicly, decided to divorce her secretly.
20 But after he had considered these things, an an
gel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as
your wife, because what has been conceived in her
is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son,
and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save
his people from their sins.”
22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken
by the Lord through the prophet:
23 See, the virgin will become pregnant
		and give birth to a son,
		and they will name him Immanuel, g
which is translated “God is with us.”
24 When Joseph woke up, he did as the Lord’s angel
had commanded him. He married her 25 but did not
have sexual relations with her until she gave birth to
a son. h And he named him Jesus.

Wise Men Visit the King

2

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in
the days of King Herod, wise men from the east
arrived in Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star at its
rising and have come to worship him.” i
3 When King Herod heard this, he was deeply dis
turbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 So he assembled
all the chief priests and scribes of the people and
asked them where the Messiah would be born.
5 “In Bethlehem of Judea,” they told him, “because
this is what was written by the prophet:
6 And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
		 are by no means least among the rulers
of Judah:
		Because out of you will come a ruler
		who will shepherd my people Israel.” j
7 Then Herod secretly summoned the wise men and
asked them the exact time the star appeared. 8 He sent
them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully
a

1:2 In vv. 2–16 either a son, as here, or a later descendant, as in v. 8
1:6 Other mss add King c 1:7,8 Other mss read Asaph
1:8 = Jehoram e 1:10 Other mss read Amos f 1:18 Or betrothed
g
1:23 Is 7:14 h 1:25 Other mss read to her firstborn son i 2:2 Or to
pay him homage j 2:6 Mc 5:2
b

d
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for the child. When you find him, report back to me
so that I too can go and worship him.” a
9 After hearing the king, they went on their way.
And there it was — the star they had seen at its rising.
It led them until it came and stopped above the place
where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they
were overwhelmed with joy. 11 Entering the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and fall
ing to their knees, they worshiped him. b Then they
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts:
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And being warned
in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to
their own country by another route.

The Flight into Egypt
13 After they were gone, an angel of the Lord appeared
to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Get up! Take the child
and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I
tell you. For Herod is about to search for the child to
kill him.” 14 So he got up, took the child and his mother
during the night, and escaped to Egypt. 15 He stayed
there until Herod’s death, so that what was spoken
by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled:
Out of Egypt I called my Son. c

The Massacre of the Innocents
16 Then Herod, when he realized that he had been
outwitted by the wise men, flew into a rage. He
gave orders to massacre all the boys in and around
Bethlehem who were two years old and under, in
keeping with the time he had learned from the wise
men. 17 Then what was spoken through Jeremiah the
prophet was fulfilled:

Matthew 2–3

18 A voice was heard in Ramah,
		weeping, d and great mourning,
		Rachel weeping for her children;
		and she refused to be consoled,
		because they are no more. e

The Return to Nazareth
19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a
dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, “Get up, take the
child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, be
cause those who intended to kill the child are dead.”
21 So he got up, took the child and his mother, and
entered the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned in
a dream, he withdrew to the region of Galilee. 23 Then
he went and settled in a town called Nazareth to ful
fill what was spoken through the prophets, that he
would be called a Nazarene.

The Herald of the Messiah

3

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching
in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent,
because the kingdom of heaven has come near! ” 3 For
he is the one spoken of through the prophet Isaiah,
who said:
		A voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
		Prepare the way for the Lord;
		make his paths straight! f
a

2:8 Or and pay him homage b 2:11 Or they paid him homage
2:15 Hs 11:1 d 2:18 Other mss read Ramah, lamentation, and
weeping, e 2:18 Jr 31:15 f 3:3 Is 40:3
c

The Wilderness of Judea southeast of Bethlehem and west
of the Dead Sea. John the Baptist preached in this area.

Of Marrying Age

by Roberta Jones
A mosaic of the wedding festival
of Ariadne and Dionysus found at
Philippopolis. The mosaic is Roman
and dates to the first century AD.

J

ewish parents often arranged
a betrothal for their son or
daughter. In the betrothal period,
which was a legal and binding
engagement, the man and woman
lived separately. They waited until
after marriage for intimate relations.
Yet, as with a legal husband and
wife, only death or divorce broke a
betrothal. During their betrothal, Joseph discovered Mary’s pregnancy.
Even though disappointed, Joseph
chose kindness. He planned to spare
Mary any public humiliation (Mt
1:18–20). Joseph seemingly considered his predicament in light of Old
Testament Scriptures. Deuteronomy
22:20–21 suggested stoning women
guilty of adultery; however, another
choice allowed the man to write a
divorce certificate if he found his
wife to be “displeasing” (Dt 24:1).

Marriage scene etched in gold
glass, likely from Rome, inscribed
“Live in God.” Dated to the fourth–
fifth centuries AD.

Marriage customs in other
countries influenced Israel. Two
factors in Greece contributed to
a higher ratio of men to women.
Many women died in childbirth.
Further, Grecian parents often
abandoned baby girls. This female
shortage likely encouraged men to
marry increasingly younger wives.
Sadly, Grecian cemetery inscriptions
indicate many extremely young
girls died in childbirth. If women
survived childbirth, they expected
to live about thirty-seven years.1
Rome ruled Israel at the time
of Jesus’s birth. Emperor Caesar
Augustus strongly favored marriage. Ten-year-old girls could be
engaged and marry two years later.
Upper-class women, however,
usually waited until their late teens
to marry. They would not tarry too
long, for twenty-year-old unmarried women might be penalized.
Roman men usually married in their
twenties or possibly older. A male
who married younger was to show
physical signs of maturity or be age
fourteen before he wed.2
Jewish brides between ages
thirteen and sixteen were especially common. But unlike other
cultures, some women married past
twenty. Many Jewish men married at
eighteen to twenty. By the second
century AD, many rabbis declared
that men who were still unmarried at the age of twenty or older
were sinning against God. Jewish
culture urged early marriage for
two reasons. First, an early marriage
would likely produce offspring to
continue the family name. Second,
matrimony was considered a means
by which young men could control
their sexual passions.3
Although we cannot verify the
ages at which Mary and Joseph married, Israelite customs suggest they
were young. Consider, also, Jesus
had at least six younger half-siblings (Mk 6:3).
Josephus, a Jewish historian writing in the first century AD, explained

Terra-cotta lekythos (oil flask) dated to about 550–530 BC from Attica, Greece. The best
man rides with the wedding couple in a cart that is being drawn by two donkeys.

typical customs of those times. As
a betrothed couple, both Mary and
Joseph likely expected that Joseph
would oversee their family. For, Josephus declared, a woman was “inferior
to her husband in all things.” He
also warned abusive husbands and
encouraged obedient, dutiful wives.4
Josephus suggested a woman could
be stoned if convicted of not preserving her virginity. Men should marry,

“at the age fit for it, virgins that are
free, and born of good parents.”5
1

C. C. Kroeger, “Women in Greco-Roman
World and Judaism” in Dictionary of New
Testament Background, ed. Craig A. Evans
and Stanley E. Porter (Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity, 2000), 1278. 2 C. S. Keener,
“Marriage” in Dictionary of New Testament
Background, 683–84. 3 Keener, “Marriage,”
684. 4 Josephus, Against Apion 2.25.
5
Josephus, Jewish Antiquities 4.8.23.
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4 Now J ohn h
 ad a camel-hair garment w
 ith a leath
er belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and
wild honey. 5 Then people from Jerusalem, all Judea,
and all the vicinity of the Jordan were going out to
him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the Jordan
River, confessing their sins.
7 When he saw many of the Pharisees and Saddu
cees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “Brood
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? 8 Therefore produce fruit consistent with a
repentance. 9 And don’t presume to say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that
God is able to raise up children for Abraham from
these stones. 10 The ax is already at the root of the
trees. Therefore, every tree that doesn’t produce good
fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
11 “I baptize you with b water for repentance, but the
one who is coming after me is more powerful than I.
I am not worthy to remove c his sandals. He himself
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His
winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will clear
his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the
barn. But the chaff he will burn with fire that never
goes out.”

The Baptism of Jesus
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan,
to be baptized by him. 14 But John tried to stop him,
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you
come to me? ”
15 Jesus answered him, “Allow it for now, because
this is the way for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then
John allowed him to be baptized.
16 When Jesus was baptized, he went up immedi
ately from the water. The heavens suddenly opened
for him, d and he saw the Spirit of God descending like
a dove and coming down on him. 17 And a voice from
heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I
am well-pleased.”

The Temptation of Jesus

4

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wil
derness to be tempted by the devil. 2 After he had
fasted forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.
3 Then the tempter approached him and said, “If you
are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”
a
3:8 Lit fruit worthy of
mss omit for him

b

3:11 Or in

c

3:11 Or to carry

d

3:16 Other

Man winnowing wheat in Jordan.



1337

4 He answered, “It is written: Man must not live on
bread alone but on every word that comes from
the mouth of God.” a
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city, had him
stand on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to him,
“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down. For
it is written:
		He will give his angels orders
concerning you,
		and they will support you with their hands
		so that you will not strike
		your foot against a stone.” b
7 Jesus told him, “It is also written: Do not test the
Lord your God.” c
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and
their splendor. 9 And he said to him, “I will give you all
these things if you will fall down and worship me.” d
10 Then Jesus told him, “Go away, e Satan! For it is
written: Worship the Lord your God, and serve
only him.” f
11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and be
gan to serve him.

Ministry in Galilee

Matthew 4–5

Teaching, Preaching, and Healing
23 Now Jesus began to go all over Galilee, teaching in
their synagogues, preaching the good news of the
kingdom, and healing every j disease and sickness k
among the people. 24 Then the news about him spread
throughout Syria. So they brought to him all those
who were afflicted, those suff ering from various
diseases and intense pains, the demon-possessed,
the epileptics, and the paralytics. And he healed them.
25 Large crowds followed him from Galilee, the De
capolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan.

The Sermon on the Mount

5

When he saw the crowds, he went up on the
mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. 2 Then l he began to teach them, saying:

The Beatitudes
3
		
4
		
5
		
6

“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the humble,
for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted because
of righteousness,
for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.

12 When he heard that John had been arrested, he
withdrew into Galilee. 13 He left Nazareth and went to
live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun
and Naphtali. 14 This was to fulfill what was spoken
through the prophet Isaiah:
15 Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
		along the road by the sea,
beyond the Jordan,
		Galilee of the Gentiles.
16 The people who live in darkness
		have seen a great light,
		and for those living in the land of the
shadow of death,
		a light has dawned. g,h
17 From then on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, be
cause the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

11 “You are blessed when they insult you and per
secute you and falsely say every kind of evil against
you because of me. 12 Be glad and rejoice, because
your reward is great in heaven. For that is how they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

The First Disciples

Believers Are Salt and Light

18 As he was walking along the Sea of Galilee, he saw
two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter), and his
brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the sea 
— for they were fishermen. 19 “Follow me,” he told
them, “and I will make you fish for i people.” 20 Imme
diately they left their nets and followed him.
21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers,
James the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They
were in a boat with Zebedee their father, preparing
their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left
the boat and their father and followed him.

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt should
lose its taste, how can it be made salty? m It’s no longer
good for anything but to be thrown out and trampled
under people’s feet.
14 “You are the light of the world. A city situated on
a hill cannot be hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp and

		
7
		
8
		
9
		
10
		

a
4:4 Dt 8:3 b 4:6 Ps 91:11–12 c 4:7 Dt 6:16 d 4:9 Or and pay me
homage e 4:10 Other mss read “Get behind me f 4:10 Dt 6:13
g
4:16 Lit dawned on them h 4:15–16 Is 9:1–2 i 4:19 Or you fishers
of j 4:23 Or every kind of k 4:23 Or physical ailment l 5:2 Lit Then
opening his mouth m 5:13 Or how can the earth be salted?

Nazareth in the First Century

by Roy E. Lucas Jr.

Overview of the modern city of
Nazareth. The conical structure
in the center is the Church of the
Annunciation.

E

liminate Gabriel’s announcement to Mary, and Nazareth’s
visibility wanes. Subtract Nathaniel’s
comment about nothing good
coming from Nazareth, and the city
fades. But remove its foremost citizen, Jesus, and Nazareth vanishes.
The Jewish Talmud, which refers
to sixty-three Galilean villages,
disregards Nazareth, as does the
Apocrypha. The first-century Jewish
historian Josephus never mentions
the town. Archaeological investigation substantiates Nazareth’s lack of
significance.

Location and Resources
Nazareth lies in an “elevated and
steeped plateau-land”1 at about
1,150 feet above sea level. It is fifteen
miles southwest of the Sea of Galilee and twenty from the Mediterranean. Six miles east of Nazareth
runs the Via Maris, the road that
connected Egypt and Israel with
Damascus.

Nazareth has wet winters. Winter
temperatures vacillate between
forty and fifty degrees Fahrenheit
with occasional freezing temperatures. Annually, Nazareth receives
twenty to thirty inches of rain. Dew
forms on about two hundred nights.
Summer temperatures vary between
sixty-five and eighty-five degrees.
Nazareth’s altitude, adequate
rainfall, and hilly surroundings on
all sides but the south help produce
abundant vegetation. Nazareth’s
single water source, a spring, may
have both hindered its growth and
served as its social center.

Culture
Rome appointed Herod the Great
as king of Judea (37–4 BC). Herod
Antipas, Herod’s youngest son,
ruled as tetrarch in Galilee and Perea
from 4 BC to AD 39 (Lk 3:1). This
means Nazareth was under the rule
of Herod Antipas throughout Jesus’s
earthly ministry.

Galileans were reportedly
“generous, impulsive, simple in
manners, full of intense nationalism, free, and independent of the
traditionalism of Judea,”2 the region
that included Jerusalem. The reason
the rabbis in Jerusalem despised
the Galileans, “was likely due to the
unpolished dialect, lack of culture,
and the hamlet-size of the Nazareth
community.”3
Nazareth covered approximately ten acres. Lower population
estimates range from four hundred
to five hundred citizens; higher estimates reach sixteen hundred to two
thousand.4 Nazareth’s occupants
owned land, were tenant farmers,
or provided craft services for those
needing their skills. “The remains
of olive and wine presses, water
cisterns, grinding stones, and other
materials found scattered about, all
indicate the poor, peasant nature of
Nazareth during the time of Jesus.”5
Local artisans made eating and

Capernaum
Tiberias
Nazareth •

•

Sea of

• Galilee

Mount Tabor

Mary’s Well, located inside the Greek Orthodox Church in Nazareth, was likely
the only water source of Nazareth for centuries.

cooking utensils. Regionally grown
foods included wheat, barley, beans,
peas, lentils, onions, cucumbers,
olives, grapes, and figs.
Houses in Nazareth typically had
two to four rooms with mud-packed
floors. Homes were constructed of
native stone. Roofs consisted of mud
packed on flat thatch. Larger houses
had second stories. Joseph and Jesus
were tektons—a Greek term that may
refer to carpenters or stonemasons.
The number of family members
and a household’s income dictated

house size. Many homes were
small and built close together.
Three or four of these close-built
homes formed an open courtyard;
a stone wall encircled and secured
the compound. These multihouse
units shared a kitchen area with an
outside oven, cistern, and millstone.
Families often kept animals in a
ground-floor room of the house.
The religious background in
first-century Nazareth is not easily
discerned. Evidently the Roman
provincial (Gentile) cultures of

nearby Sepphoris and Tiberias had
little effect on the surrounding
region, including Nazareth, which
seems to have had a significant
Jewish population. The contents
of two rock tombs near Nazareth
indicate the presence of a Jewish
settlement there during the Roman
period. Rabbinic tradition also
indicates priests at one time lived in
Nazareth. Although no first-century
synagogue buildings have been
excavated in Nazareth, the New
Testament states that one existed
(Mt 13:54; Mk 6:1–2; Lk 4:16).
1

Paul Barnett, Behind the Scenes of the New
Testament (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity,
1990), 38. 2 J. Dwight Pentecost, The
Words and Works of Jesus Christ (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1981), 520. 3 Jerry W.
Batson and Lucas P. Grimsley, “Nazareth,
Nazarene” in the HIBD, rev. ed. (2015), 1148.
4
Donald L. Blake Sr., Jesus, A Visual History:
The Dramatic Story of the Messiah in the
Holy Land (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2014),
42; Bernard J. Lee, The Galilean Jewishness
of Jesus: Retrieving the Jewish Origins of
Christianity (New York: Paulist, 1988), 65.
5
John C. H. Laughlin, Fifty Major Cities of the
Bible (New York: Routledge, 2006), 194.
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puts it under a basket, but rather on a lampstand,
and it gives light for all who are in the house. 16 In
the same way, let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father in heaven.

Christ Fulfills the Law
17 “Don’t think that I came to abolish the Law or the
Prophets. I did not come to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For
truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not
the smallest letter a or one stroke of a letter will pass
away from the law until all things are accomplished.
19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these
commands and teaches others to do the same will be
called least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever
does and teaches these commands will be called great
in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your
righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Phar
isees, you will never get into the kingdom of heaven.

Murder Begins in the Heart
21 “You have heard that it was said to our ancestors, Do
not murder, b and whoever murders will be subject
to judgment. 22 But I tell you, everyone who is angry
with his brother or sister c will be subject to judgment.
Whoever insults d his brother or sister, will be subject
to the court. e Whoever says, ‘You fool! ’ will be subject

The Plain of Gennesaret overlooking the northwest corner of the
Sea of Galilee is where many believe Jesus preached his Sermon
on the Mount. The geography formed a natural amphitheater
where Jesus’s voice could be heard by the crowds.

to hellfire. f 23 So if you are off ering your gift on the
altar, and there you remember that your brother or
sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift
there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled
with your brother or sister, and then come and off er
your gift. 25 Reach a settlement quickly with your
adversary while you’re on the way with him to the
court, or your adversary will hand you over to the
judge, and the judge to g the off icer, and you will be
thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will never
get out of there until you have paid the last penny. h

Adultery Begins in the Heart
27 “You have heard that it was said, Do not commit
adultery. i 28 But I tell you, everyone who looks at a
woman lustfully has already committed adultery with
her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin,
gouge it out and throw it away. For it is better that you
lose one of the parts of your body than for your whole
body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand
causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it
a

5:18 Or not one iota ; iota is the smallest letter of the Gk alphabet.
5:21 Ex 20:13; Dt 5:17 c 5:22 Other mss add without a cause
5:22 Lit Whoever says ‘Raca’ ; an Aramaic term of abuse that puts
someone down, insulting one’s intelligence e 5:22 Lit Sanhedrin
f
5:22 Lit the gehenna of fire g 5:25 Other mss read judge will hand
you over to h 5:26 Lit quadrans, the smallest and least valuable
Roman coin, worth 1/64 of a daily wage i 5:27 Ex 20:14; Dt 5:18
b
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